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Pelon: Letter from the Editor

The last two comments (numbers 6 and 7) point out

of special education students is not substantiated in this

two of the common problems in delivering the Transdis-

study. There is a definite need for a large-scale study to

ciplinary model. Having an “appropriate atmosphere”

measure the effectiveness of the Transdisciplinary method

includes such things as administrative support, and

on student standardized test scores. Issues related to

classroom teacher and parent willingness to assume

teacher education and teacher training regarding commu-

instructional responsibility.

nication and involvement of parents must be considered to

Lessons Learned

ensure model success. Administrative support and encour-

Although there is overwhelming evidence that parental
involvement can significantly improve students’ success

agement of parents are also necessary for the successful
implementation.

in school, the evidence that a Transdisciplinary service

This is a shortened version of the full article which is

delivery approach will significantly impact the progress

available at www.ColleaguesPlus.com.
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Colleagues Redesign
I
t has been a very busy period since the last issue on bul-

our designer, has led us successfully through this difficult

lying. We have been meeting and planning the redesign

but rewarding effort.

of the magazine from top-to-bottom. From a stack of

I am also happy to announce Colleagues won a third

ideas and proposals we narrowed it down to the design you

consecutive APEX Award for Excellence and a second

are now reading. I hope you enjoy the new format and the

Graphic Design USA award. Thank you to everyone who

added pages.

made these accomplishments possible!

This process could not have happened without the help of

Our next issue will be focused on education reform.

the Colleagues Committee. We also had assistance from

Things are moving fast nationally and we will endeavor to

Dr. Ed Wong-Ligda of the GVSU Department of Art and

bring you a thoughtful and challenging issue.

Design (whose students are featured as illustrators), Dr.
Claudia Sowa Wojciakowski, Forrest Clift, and Jaymes

Clayton Pelon

Pyne. Finally the dedication and expertise of Lisa Tennant,

Editor-in-Chief

Published
ScholarWorks@GVSU, 2012
30 • by
Winter/Spring

Colleagues

1

