
Foundations & Technology Unites Undergraduate & Graduate Faculty
The School of Education's Educational Foundations & Technology

Unit has implemented a time proven approach to efficiency of scale.
Although the unit isnt totally new - basic foundation courses have

been the core ofteacher education since the very beginning - the melding
of resources has empowered the division with a nelr,{ound cohesiveness by
combining the expertise and resources from both the undergraduate and
graduate foundation faculty in the School ofEducation.

"For years, we've had two separate units within the School of Edu-
cation," unit head Dr. David Bair said. "By combining, it is a pooling of
resources.

"Before. there was never a time to meet and discuss foundations issues.
Now we have that opportunity to meet and present things and get support
and input and sort things out collectively.

"What it has changed the most is not the programs or degrees, but what
wete doing in our decisions-making mode," Bair added. "We have more of
the people who need to be at the table making those decisions, instead of
being separated in graduate and undergraduate divisions. We now have a
littie more focus and meaningful movement within our departments and
can decide something real quickly."

Among the subject areas in the unit are Educational Psychology,
Educational Research and Measurement, Educational Issues, Educational
Technology.

"It draws faculty and stafftogether on all issues offoundation courses,"
Bair said. "It creates a central olace to do that.

"We still have our own full faculry meetings. but now we also have unit
meetings where we can discuss the conceptual differences and have a com-
mon work focus."

The technology piece has organized the undergraduate technology
course and graduate program in technology.There also is a broadening of

New Student & lnformation Services Genter Provides One-Stop Shopping
The School of Education has created easier

access to programs and information with the for-
mation of its Student Information and Services
Center.

Located on the first floor of the Eberhard
Center at GVSU'S Pew Campus in Grand
Raoids. The Student Information and Serwices
Center serves as the nerve center ofthe School of
Education.

"Because it's right on the first floor, it pro-
vides easy access," Student Services Center
Director Jacqueline Melin said. "It's just beauti-
ful, and the university has done a wonderful job
putting it together."

The newly formed center provides informa-
tion on admissions to graduate school, place-
ments for undergraduates, student advising and
certification programs.

"A11 phone calls and questions come here, and
we can answer their questions right here, or get
them immediately to the right person they need
to talk to," says Melin.

The center has an A.P.A.C. theme for
Admissions & Audits, Placement, Advising and
Certification.

. Admissions & Audits helos students attain
undersraduate admission inio the Teacher
trducaiion Professional Program; GTC admis-
sion; graduate program admissions; and audits at
both graduate and undergraduate levels.

' Placement helps provide appointments into
the field for teacher assistins and student teach-
ing - elementary, secondary and special educa-

the service learning component taking place in courses where a number of
faculty have taken initiatives to provide service learning in inner-city
schools, according to Bair.

"We see them as issues that transcend the entire curriculum," Bair said.
Standing members of the department include Marty Abramson, Bair,

Russ Barneveld, Sue Carson, Bob Cross, Judy Donovan, Roger Finlan,
Louis Hilton, Loretta Konecki, Sean Lancaster, Faite Mack, Cindy Mader,

Jennifer Mahon, Ron Postma, Sherrill Pryor, Andrew Topper, Jolanda
Westerhof-Shultz, Sherie Wil1iams, Roger Wilson and Stephen Worst.

The unit uses a Ghandi saying as its motto: "Become the change you
wish to see in others."

"We're trying to live it every day," Bair said.

Jacqueline Melin and her staf make themselxtes aoailable ta accammadate ?re-sert,ice teachers at the Student U

Infofmation Seroices Center.

tion. or for olacement into the field for the
Graduate Teaiher Certifi cation year-1ong intern-
shio.

1 Aduirirrg provides informational assistance
at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.

' Certification and advising help is available
for initial certification, 18-hour planned pro-
grams, endorsements and additional certifi cates.

To help accommodate access to the programs,
the center is wired for computers with enhanced
electronic scheduline.

"Weve attempt;d to streamline things to
make it work smoother," Melin said. "With
knowledge of both undergraduate and graduate
programs, we're able to do a lot better job at
helping students.

Dr. Da,oid Bair depicts the goak of Educational Foundations U Tecbnolagy.


