
Srbool of Ed is getting ready "Fore!" anolhtfun outing.

Glassroom Lessons Getting WILD
fl ridget Reiths has some \ArlLD ideas for

ffi teaching her fifth grade class at Ada
I-f Elementary School. Several of her lessons
are generated from Project WILD activities.

Project \MILD is an interdisciplinary educa-
tion program for grades K-12 focused on themes
such as awareness and appreciation of
wildlife, conservation,
ecological systems, al-
ternatives and conse-
quence and cultural and
social interaction with
wildlife.

The activities
ranging from games to
special projects - are
vast and varied. They
integrate lessons for sci-
ence, math, reading, liter-
ature and writing with
themes of conservation,
habitat, migration, ecosys-
tems, land use and pollu-
tion.

"There's a big difference
between reading a concept
from a book or exploring it
through games or other actrvr-
ties," Reiths said. "We do the

projects and game, but always have a discussion
rfterward.

"Project \ATILD provides an awareness to
issue, but takes no political stance on any. It's all
based on awareness."

Two textbooks for beginning Project \A{LD
activities with objectives for specific ages are
available for K-1,2 teachers. Thev are the Proiect
WaILD K-12 Activity Cuide and Project \A{LD
Aouatic Education Activitv Guide.

-Although 
not a required part of any curricu-

Grants Target Minority Math & Science Teachers
A consortium of West Michigan educators Water Resources Institute. The project is

has received funding through an Eisenhower aimed at strengthening the GVSU teacher
grant to increase the number of minority math training program by enhancing the skills
and science teachers. One of the goals of the needed for "hands-on" science education.
program is to improve preparation ofprospec- The year-long initiative - ca1led Building
tive math and science teachers studying at a Learning Community Through Aquatic
Grand Rapids Community College and Education - is aimed at increasing the num-
GVSU with a focus on teachinq in urban set- ber of minoriry math and science teachers and
tings. is funded through the Dwight D. Eisenhower

The West Michigan Alliance - consisting Higher Education Professional Grant
of representatives from GVSU's Math Prosram.
Depariment and Office of Minority Affairs, Workshops will involve experiences aboard
Grand Rapids Community College Math & the research vessels DJ. Angus and W.G.
Science Division and Grand Rapids Public Jackson. Networking activities, field trips and
Schools - received an $87,000 Eisenhower research support will provide teachers with
Grant to recruit minoriry math and science information on how to facilitate project based
teachers for Grand Rar:ids Public Schools. science usins the common theme of water. At
GVSU has committed an addit ional $35,000 the conclusion of the workshop series, part ici-
of supportfortheprogram. pants will have a clear action plan for using

Aquatic Education workshops offered o'"f.'j3:""1 
;::il:: :: j:ffi?'jlTillo"*"

A series of teacher workshops on aquatic students ur. .n.orrrug"d to utt"ni f''rtrrr.

education is being offered to irrr.r'ui.. 
"rrd 

workshops by contacting Water Resources
preservice teaciers throughout West Institute proglam manager Janet Vail at

Mi.higu.r by Grand Valley StaIe Universiry's 616.895.3048 (e-mail vailj@gvsu.edu).

lum, two Project WILD workshops are spon-
sored annually by GVSU's School of Education.
The workshops provide insights and interactive
demonstrations on how to deliver Project \AllLD
lessons. The workshops are held once during the
fall and winter semesters and are open to new or

veteran teachers.
"It's an enrichment tool

that can be integrated into
every curriculum," said
Connie Widdis, School of
Education field coordina-
tor and driving force
behind Project WILD
workshops. "By not taking
sides, it presents opportu-
nities to hear differenr
points of view and take
different points of view
and provides an active
experience in concepts

ofbalance ofnature and

animal behavior."
Reiths, along with

Grand Rapids, were the presenters
at the workshop for GVSU students on January
JI.

"It's a nice thine for a new teacher in a class-
room, because sometimes it becomes over-
whelming putting together the lessons," Reiths
said. "This gives you some material under your
belt."

Project \A{LD, based in Bethesda, MD, was
founded in 1983 and is offered in all 50 states.
Additional information for Project \ IILD
Michigan may be obtained by telephoning
517.355.1,71,2, or by e-mail at mipwild@msu.edu.

The 1998 School of Education Annual
Golf Outing scheduled for Tuesday, June 16,
at The Meadows Golf course is designed to
tum a frrnd-raiserinto t"furi rarser.

School of Education alumni, faanlty, arca
educators and friends are invited to ioin in the
18-hole, four-person scramble .u.tti *ith pto-
ceeds trenefitting both the Faite Mack andJoe
Reid Scholarship funds.

The cost is $65 per person or $240 for a
foursome and includes golf, carts, practice,
and lunch. A silent auction and raffle, along
w:'rh piz.e competition, will also take place
during a dry that will feature dazzling shots,
perilous pufts and the beautiful Meadows
mystique.

Plan to attend now by antacting Liz
Storey at the School of Education, or Kent
Fisher at GVSU Alumni Relations.

Rising Star Camp, a six-week summer
program for learning disabled children, is
scheduled to begin June 22 at Grand Valley
State University. Nearly 100 participants
attended the camp in 1997, where students
received tutoring in language arts, participated
in physical education classes and took part in
"Odvssev of the Mind" activities.

Rising Star Camp is staffed by special edu-
cation professionals and includes fuIl-day and
residential options.

The School of Education also offers a
field practicum course in conjunction with
the Godfrey Lee school district. Graduate
students taking the course (EDR 685) work
one-on-one with students attending sum-
mer reading school, providing both a com-
munity service to youth while helping
instructors to fLlfill teaching certification
requirements.

A number of M.Ed. graduate assistant
positions are available to assist faculty and
administrators with research, writing, data
analysis, computer projects, grant proposals
and student services,

Eligibility requires admission to an
M.Ed. degree program, outstanding acade-
mic achievement and enrollment in at least
six graduate credits. Applications and fur-
ther information are avai lable from
Advanced Srudies in Education.
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