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Monday, July 19, 1993

Volume 18 Number 2

Scholarships Could Be Lifesavers
For Five Sarajevo University Students
Five students from the University of
Sarajevo in Bosnia-Herzegovina could
complete their degree programs at GVSU
if they're able to get out of Bosnia alive,
and if the U.S . State Department will
allow them to come.
The five students, Sead Traljic, junior
in legal studies; Nedim Bukvic, sophomore in econo mics; Lejl a Sabanagic,
senior in psychology; Daniela Valenta,
senio r in English; and Sarisa Potogija ,
senior in jounalism, were chosen by a
committee of professors at Sarajevo from
a pool of more than 1,000 qualified
students who applied this spring.
"As soon as we received the list of
names, we faxed the appropriate completed forms and letters of acceptance to
the university and the students through
the good offices of the Internatio nal
Rescue Committee (IRC) in Sarajevo,"
said Alan Walczak, director of International Studies .
"We consider it fortunate timing to be
• able to give five of their students this
opportunity to come here during this
desperate time for them and for their
institution."
Walczak said the students' exit from
Sarajevo is like ly to be difficult and
dangerous. First, the students must take
the documents to a U. S. Embassy in
either Zagreb or Belgrade to apply for
the student visas they will need to enter
the United States . "Zagreb is in Croatia
and Belgrade is in Serbia; both are a
considerable distance from Sarajevo,
through territories where the possibility
of being killed is very real," Walczak
said.
The IRC re presentative says that getting to an embassy is just the first of their
problems. "There also is a real possibility
that embassy officials could refu se to
issue the visas, based on doubt that the
students would return home after completing their studies at Grand Valley,"
Walczak said .
Walczak also identified another potential p roblem. He said he's concerned

that embassy officials might choose to be
skeptical about the legitimacy of the
documents which GVSU faxed to the
students.
'Tm trying to work out some way of
getting originals delivered to the embassies in order to e liminate that as a
concern, but it's very difficult to use any
standard channels to accomplish this
since many standard channels are down
or o ut in that war-torn land. "
The city o f Sarajevo , where the university is located , has been virtually
shelled to pieces, and the university
effectively closed. Thousands of civilians in the city have been killed; electricity, water, transportatio n, and other public utilities and services have been disrupted. Residents are constantly exposed
to artillery and snipe r fire . Gasoline,
when it can be found, costs $50 a gallon
or mo re. In effect, according to observers on the scene, Sarajevo has been
demolished .
President Arend D. Lubbe rs noted
that the scholarship program is part of an
ongoing exchange w ith the University of

Sarajevo. Grand Valley has had a close
relationship w ith the institution fo r two
decades, w ith extensive facul ty and stude nt exchanges. Three University o f
Sarajevo professors are currently teaching at GVSU, one each in the English
Department, School of Communications,
and School o f Education.
"Our students were last in Sarajevo
two yea rs ago, just before the war started ,
and it's currently Grand Va lley's turn to
host the irs," Lubbers sa id. "When our
stude nts are at Sarajevo , they pick up the
tab, and when their students are here,
we reciprocate."
In a letter to University of Sarajevo
Rector, Jusuf Mulic, President Lu bbers
said , "My colleagues and I at Gra nd
Valley are ready to assist the universities
in Bosnia-Herzegovina w hen Bosnians
once again live together in peace. I will
contact other universities in Michigan
and the United States in the ho pe that
they w ill jo in us in the effort to assist you
in restoring your universities w hen the
fighting ends and Muslims, Croats, and
Serbs can renew the ir studies."

School of Engineering Receives $132,279 Grant
The School of Engineering has been
awarded a $132,279 grant from the Society of Manufacturing Engineers' (SME)
Manufacturing Engineering Education
Foundatio n.
The grant includes three sophistica te d software pa ckages va lue d at
$115,225 which will enable GVSU to
create a state-of-the-art CAD/ CAM system in the university's engineering laboratories. The remaining $17,054 w ill enable Grand Valley engineering faculty to
attend professional develo pment programs and to design two new courses ,
one in Product and Process Planning,
and one in Quality Methods in Manufacturing.

The funds also will suppo rt outreach
activities to e ncourage an interest in
manufacturing engineering amo ng junior and senior high school students.
"This grant is significant fo r Grand
Valley because it will have an impact on
our engineering program now and in the
future, " said Paul D. Piorkowski, director
of the School of Engineering.
"At this tin1e, the software donation
w ill benefit students enro lled in the
mechanical engineering emphasis, and
later it w ill also benefit stude nts enrolled
in the manufacturing emp hasis, w hich is
just undeiway. The softwa re simulates a
computer integrated manufactu ring system," he said.
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Across Campus
Touch-Tone Payment System
Wins National Honors
Grand Valley's Touch-Tone Payment
System, implemented four years ago to
speed up the registration process and
save money, received a Cost Reduction
Incentive Award from The National Associatio n of College and University Business Officers (NACUBO) and the USX
Foundation, Inc. (formerly U.S. Steel
Foundatio n). The awa rd was presented
to GVSU on Monday,July 5, in Was hington, D.C.
Grand Valley has enhanced its telecommunications se1v ices to enable stt1dents to use any Touch-Tone telepho ne
to pay for tuition and housing with a
credit card.
While the To uch-Tone System represents a convenience for students, it represents a o ne-time savings of $93,140 to
Grand Valley.
"GVSU has for many years been innovative in developing programs which
improve services to stt1dents at minimal
cost," said Ronald F. VanSteeland, vice
president for finance and administration.
"I am very pleased that o ur colleagues from throughout the country
gave this recognition to those Grand
Valley administrators who worked on
the program. "
Ka ren Shriver, stt1dent accounts manager, said, "Eve1y yea r more and mo re
students pay for the ir tuition and housing using credit cards. We knew there
had to be a means of making the process
faster and of cutting down on staff time."
The software, developed through the
coope rative effort of GVSU's Stude nt
Accounts, Financial Aid , Records, and
Info rmatio n Techno logy offices, greatly
reduces the amo unt o f staff time needed
to p rocess credit ca rd charges. GVSU has
sold the software to Periphonics, Corp.
Shriver notes that since the computer
manages 32 phone lines, stt1dents sho uld
not receive a busy signal. The telephone
transaction takes a student an average of
two minutes to complete.
Stude nts at other institutio ns may
benefit fro m the program develo ped at
GVSU since the program may be imple-

mented at any university which accepts
credit card pay ments and w hich uses a
voice-response registration system .
GVSU previously received NACUBO
Cost Reduction Incentive Awards in 1987,
1988, and 1989.

Camp Aids Youngsters
With learning Disabilities
Some 120 young people from across
the country are attending the eleventh
annuallearning disabilitiescamp atGVSU,
he ld through August 5.
The Rising Star Camp, designed fo r
youths w ho have been diagnosed as
learning disabled , serves kincle rga,ten
through 11th-grade stude nts, 6-17 yea rs
old. The six-week program is co-spo nsored by the Lake Michigan Academy.
Directed by James 0. Grant, associate
p rofessor of education, the camp offers
instructional programs fo r each stude nt
based on individual needs. The instruction is intended to improve pa1t icipants'
academic, social, and organizational skills,
and increase the ir self-esteem and confidence.

"O ur main emphasis is o n improv ing
the stude nts' reading, wri ting, and spea king abilities," sa id Grant. "Sometimes
tl1ey also need he lp to effectively inte ract
w ith othe rs because the ir d ifficulties
have made communicating uncomfo ,t able o r awkwa rd. "
In add ition to ind ivid ual tutoring sessio ns and read ing pe riods , the re are
comp ute r, scie nce, physica l ed ucatio n,
art, geograp hy, and cooking classes .
Stude nts at the ca mp are supervised
througho ut the day by 30 teac hers who
also are GVSU grad uate students pursuing special training in lea rning d isabilities unde r the supe1v isio n o f professor
Grant. Add itio nally, certified teache rs
he lp supe1v ise recreatio nal programs.
"We know the ca mp be nefits these
young people beca use the re is a noticeable d ifference in ti1e ir self-esteem," Gra nt
sa id. "Whe n they leave, they have mo re
self-confide nce, plus they have learned
skills to he lp them succeed in the classroom and beyond. "

Coming Events
Retirement Receptions
For Fred Bleckley and Dale
Shedd to Be Held July 30
A receptio n to mark the retire ments
of Fred Bleckley, material and mail hand ler, and Dale Shedd , groundskeeper,
will be held fro m 2 to 4 p.m . on Friday,
July 30, in the Kirkhof Cente r Mainsa il
Lounge.
Bleckley has wo rked fo r GVSU fo r 21
yea rs and Shedd has been w ith Gra nd
Valley for 15 yea rs. For more informatio n, contact Ba rb Mehle r, ca mpus ope ratio ns, at extension 3845.

Annual Surplus Equipment Sale
To Be Held July 28
Plant Se1v ices Annual Su1p lus Equ ipment Sale will be held at 12 noon on
Wednesclay,July28, at ti1e Se1v ice Building.

Campus reassignme nt of equi pment
will be he ld two clays p rio r to the sa le on
Monday and Tuesday, Jul y 26 and 27.
Offices and depa rtme nts that w ish to
have items reassigned to them sho uld
notify Bill Gri ma ld i, exte nsio n 3258.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
Kevin Frazier, promotion manager
for West Michigan Public Broadcasting,
has joined the Public Relations Committee of the Kent County Council for the
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect.
Later this month, Frazier will represent
West Michigan Public Broadcasting at
the National Association of Black Journalists Job Fair in Houston, Texas. His
attendance is made possible through a
grant from the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting.
Lucille Grinun, associate professor
of nursing, was given a 1993 Outstanding Alumni for Community Health Nursing award by Michigan State University's
College of Nursing on May 7 in East
Lansing.
Don Pottorff, associate professor of
education, gave a presentation titled
"Censorship of Children's Books" at the
Innovation in Education '93 Conference
on June 12 at Central Michigan University.
Terry A. Rosander, assistant professor of social work, gave a lecture titled
"The Psychological Impact of Infertility"
for the community and guests of the
Infe1tility Seminars, held May 26 at Metropolitan Hospital.
Laura Gardner Salazar, professor
of communications, presented a paper
titled "Censorship in Theatre Education:
Protection and Suppression" at the Biennial American Association of Community Theatres on June 17 in Knoxville,
Tennessee.
Stacey Skalka, research assistant at
the Water Resources Institute, presented
a paper titled "GVSU Water Resources
Institute's Floating Laboratory and Classroom" at an Environmental Education
2000 Conference, held on June 23 in
Leesburg, Virginia.
David Tanis, assistant professor of
chemist1y, presented six science teaching workshops for "Teach for America"
at the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) from July 5-7. "Teach for
America" is a national corps of individuals who commit two years to teach in
urban or rural school districts. The program is privately funded by corporations
and foundations.

Janet Vail, research associate at the
Water Resources Institute (WRI), was a
featured speaker at the First Annual
Meeting and Conference of the Air and
WasteManagementAssociate West Michigan Chapter on June 22. She discussed
the WRI project to develop an air permit
guidance manual for businesses in the

state of Michigan, and was elected secretary of that organization.
Michael T. Walenta, general manager of West Michigan Public Broadcasting, hosted a CEO roundtable discussion
as part of the Grand Rapids Chamber of
Commerce on July 8.

West Michigan Public Broadcasting
Frontline Producer
To Be Interviewed
On "Midday Talk"
The producer of Frontline's program
called "Innocence Lost," Ofra Bike!, w ill
be interviewed by Rob Willey on WGVUAM 1480's program, "Midday Talk," from
12:30 to 1 p .m. and 9:30 to 10 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 20.
"Innocence Lost" is a program on the
largest child abuse case in the United
States.
The remainder of the week includes
topics titled "General Health of Kent
County," "Vouchers for Private Schools
-Fundamentalist Teachings," and "Rich
Getting Richer and Not Paying Taxes."

Supreme Court Justice
Confirmation Hearings
To Air Live
The Senate confirmation hearings of
Supreme Court Justice nominee Ruth
Bader Ginsburg will be aired live on
WGVU-AM 1480 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon
from Tuesday, July 20 through Friday,
July 23.
WGVU TV 35 and WGVK-TV 52 w ill
cany the audio portion of the confirmation hearings on the second audio program channel, available on stereo televisions and VCRs.

"Through Their Eyes" Begins
New Season on August 11
A new season of "Through Their
Eyes," devoted to women's health issues, will be presented by WGVU-TV 35
and WGVK-TV 52.

The first program, entitled "Heart
Disease/Cholesterol," will air on Wednesday, August 11. The next program, entitled "Eating Disorders," w ill be televised on Wednesday, October 27. Specific air times w ill be announced at a later
date.
Other topics to be covered on the
program include "Breast Cancer,"
"Women and Substance Abuse," and
"Personal Safety."

Job Openings
Executive, Administrative, Professional

Admissions Counselor, Admissions,
$25,800-$44,600.
Faculty

Assistant/Associate Professor, Soc ial
Work (two positions) $26,800-$31,900.
Assistant Professor, Marketing, $26,800.

Oak Room Menu
July 19 - July 30
For a recording of the clay's Oak
Room menu, call extension 3712.
For further information, call extension 3342.
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Information for Faculty and Staff Sketches
(please print)

(exact title and department)

(name)
is the author of

(name of journal or publisher)

(date of publication)

presented a paper titled

gave a lecture titled

conducted a workshop titled

exhibited/performed

other (specify)
at a meeting of
(name of group or conference)
in
(location)

(date of presentation)
was appointed/elected
(name of group)
telephone
(office and/or department telephone)

Please complete and return to Publ'/c Relattorzs, 24 Zumberge library.
Items may be submitted in other legible formats.

