Grand Valley State University

ScholarWorks@GVSU
2002-2003, Volume 27

Grand Valley Forum, 1976-

7-29-2002

Grand Valley Forum, volume 027, number 03, July
29, 2002
Grand Valley State University

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum27
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Grand Valley Forum, volume 027, number 03, July 29, 2002" (2002). 2002-2003, Volume 27. 3.
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum27/3

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Grand Valley Forum, 1976- at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in 2002-2003, Volume 27 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

N
0
0
N

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

University names new Alumni Relations director
Grand Valley has named Christopher Barbee
its new director of Alumni Relations.
Barbee, a 1988 Grand Valley graduate,
ass umes hi s new position on August 19. He
returns to hi s alma mater after serv ing for
eight years as press secretary for U.S. Rep.
Vernon Ehlers.
" It is an honor and pri vi lege to return to my
alma mater as the director of Alumni
Relations. I am extremely excited to return to
Grand Valley and I look forward to meeting
alumni members and renewing old fri endships
within the campus community," Barbee said .
Barbee fo llows longtime Alumni Relations
Director Nancee Miller, who retired in July
after 17 years in that post.

"I want to
thank Nancee
Miller fo r the
so lid fo undation she has
built in the
Alumni
Relations
department and
for her dedication in spreading Laker pride
Christopher Barbee
everywhere,"
he said . " It is
my goal to continue to spread the enthu siasm
she passed along to me over the years."
Vice President for Development Maribeth
Wardrop sa id : "Chris is a solid member of the
emergi ng generation of Grand Valley alumni

who are taki ng their place as leaders in all
walks of life . Over 60 percent of our alumni
grad uated si nce the late '80s, and as a 1988
graduate, Chri s rep resents that group very
well. His experience in Congress will help in
our outreach to our alumni , and he has the
personal character that will help both our
pioneer alumni and recent graduates to
connect with him .
"He has tremendou s energy, pass ion, commitment and a bel ief in the value that Grand
Valley brings to the community and state."
Barbee holds a bachelor's degree in broadcasting with em phasis areas in adverti sing , public
rel ations and journalism. He was born and
raised in Kala mazoo and is a graduate of
Mattawan High School. He has a wife, Janice ,
and a daughter, Maya.

--------------------------•••--------------------------Across Campus

Visit begins exchange
with university in China
Cheng Enfu , an expert on state-oriented
market economics, visited Grand Valley on
Jul y 10 to solidify an agreement fo r faculty
and student exchanges between GVSU and
Shanghai University of Finance and
Economics. Enfu was part of a three-member
delegation with Yang Peilei and Deyuan
Zhang.
Enfu spoke about "Economic Development of
China and Business Prospects" at a Seidman
School of Business Alumni Association
breakfast meeting.
Founded in 1917 as Nanjing Business
Institute , Shanghai University of Finance and
Economics was the first independent business
institute of higher learning in China's modem
education history. Located in Shanghai , one of
the country 's most open, vibrant and dynamjc
cities , SUFE has three separate campuses
offering undergraduate, graduate, international
studies and adult education programs to
13,500 students.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

Photo by Bernadine Carey- Tu cke r

Henry Matthews, director of galleries and collections, shows the three -member Chinese delegation artwork in the DeVos Center.

Many famo us professors and scholars from
Chi na and other countries have been engaged
as honorary and guest professors at SUFE.

Across Campus continues on page 2
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Across Campus
Public Safety department undergoes
organizational change

• A genuine interest in our environment and the preservation of our
natural resources;
• Potential to contribute to AWRI projects.

In an effort to create a more unified department, the Pew Campus
Security Office now falls under Public Safety Services on the Allendale
Campus. The office had been under Pew Campus Operations.

Deadline for applications is 5 p.m . on Friday,August 9. The stipend for
the award is $1 ,500 and the intern is expected to work an average of
14 hours per week for the semester. For more information and to request
an application, call x3749.

The organizational move, which became effective July 1, was made to
better align policies and procedures between the two offices. The Pew
Campus Security Office will remain on the first floor of the Eberhard
Center; staff members will continue to provide all current services.

Director of Academic Computing
looks to expand workshops

Both offices will continue 24-hour security and can be contacted at the
following phone numbers: Allendale Public Safety, x3255; Pew Campus
Security, x6677.

Grand Valley's new director of Academic
Computing and Education Technology comes to
the position with a successful background in grant
writing.

Dial-in number changes in Grand Rapids
In order to provide better quality services to the GVSU community, Merit
(MichNet Shared Dial-in Network) will change its Grand Rapids dial-in
number from 224-7020 to 980-4200.

David Wang most recently served as associate vice
president for Information Technology at Emporia
State University in Kansas, which has 5 ,200 undergraduate and graduate students .
David Wang

This change will be implemented gradually to minimize interruption and
inconvenience caused to users. The new number will be in operation
immediately while the old number will continue to function until the end
of October. During this transitional period , more lines of the new number
will be added continually while the opposite is true with the old number.
Users are encouraged to switch to the new number as soon as possible to
take advantage of better performance.
Help is available from Information Technology, call x2038 with questions.

There he was instrumental in obtaining a Title III
grant from the U.S. Department of Education for
institutional enhancements and a National Science Foundation grant to
help fund ESU's connection to Internet2.
Internet2 is a consortium of more than 190 universities working in
partnership with industry and government to develop advanced network
applications and technologies that accelerate creation of tomorrow's
Internet.
"It's the next generation Internet ," Wang said. "With such an infrastructure, you maintain a high-speed connectivity to other institutions for
broad-scope collaborations. We're in a favorable situation (at Grand
Valley) to pursue similar opportunities."

AWRI offers internship for fall semester
The Annis Water Resources Institute is offering a competitive fall
semester internship, which was made possible by a gift from Herbert L.
VanderMey.
The internship will be awarded to a Grand Valley student majoring in the
sciences, including engineering, computer, health, natural resource
management, and physical sciences. Applicants are asked to complete an
application and compose a one-page essay addressing the following
criteria:

Along with pursuing grant opportunities, Wang said he looks forward to
planning more workshops and initiatives to promote the benefits of computer technology and resources to faculty and staff members, and students
Wang completed his undergraduate degree in electrical engineering in
China. He earned a doctorate degree in social sciences with specialization
in statistical computing and information systems from the University of
Minnesota-Twin Cities.

• Past academic performance with emphasis on improvement;
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STEPS camp teaches girls how to fly
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every
Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication

Seventh-grade girls learned how to
design and fly a radio-controlled
airplane at Grand Valley, as part of a
summer camp aimed at increasing
interest in science and engineering
among girls.

item s to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221.
Fax : 616-895-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
" Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online
publication, on the Web at:
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

The Regional Math and Science
Center and the Padnos School of
Engineering, in conjunction with the
Society of Manufacturing Engineers
Educational Foundation, hosted
STEPS (Science Technology and
Engineering Preview Summer) camp
on July 14-18.
The STEPS program was a one-week
Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick
introduction to the world of technolo- Girls participating in the STEPS camp learn to fly a radio-controlled
gy and engineering for girls entering airplane.
the seventh grade. The purpose of the
their choices of math, science and technical courses
camp is to introduce young women to the opportuin middle school and high school.
nities for technical careers early enough to influence
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What's Ahead
The W.G . Jackson is the
outreach and education
vessel of GVSU's Annis
Water Resources Institute
that takes out more than
5,000 people per year on
educational crui ses. The
Jackson '.s science instructors and crew provide the
program for the cruises .
On cruises , activities
include hands-on sampling The 2002 "Making Lake Michigan Great"
and analysis opportunities tour will take the W.G. Jackson to
Frankfort, Grand Traverse Bay, and Holland
as well as presentations
in August.
about the Lake Michigan
Lakewide Management
Plan, the U.S. EPA Lake Michigan Forum and its activities, as well as
local issues of concern.

UClub in Muskegon

Members and guests of University Club members tailgate in front of
the Annis Water Resources Institute in Muskegon on July 4, prior to the
Muskegon Celebration concert and fireworks. The next UC/ub event,
"Blues on the Mall," is scheduled for Wednesday, July 31, at the De Vos
Center Club Room. The event begins at 4:30 p.m. with a cash bar. At
6:30 p .m., the group plans to attend the Blues on the Mall concert,
which features Chris Beard, in downtown Grand Rapids.

Chicago alums to host picnic at zoo
The GVSU Chicago Alumni Chapter is hosting a "Backyard Picnic" at the
Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago on Sunday, August 4 , from 12:30-2:30 p.m.
The picnic will be at the Waterfowl Lagoon Picnic Area. Cost is $20 for
adu lts and $5 for children 12 and under. Admission to the zoo is free but
there is a charge for parking. For more information or to make reservations, call the Alumni Relations Office at x3590.

W.G. Jackson continues annual
educational tour
The fifth annual "Making Lake Michigan Great" tour of the W.G. Jackson
research vessel is working to educate and raise awareness of Lake
Michigan issues. The tour is a project of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Lake Michigan Forum in cooperation with the Annis
Water Resources Institute.
The purpose of the EPA-funded tour is to spread the word abo ut the Lake
Michigan Lakewide Management Plan for Lake Michigan and gather
input from the public . This is done in a variety of ways through water
quality samp ling cruises , open houses on the vessel, exhibits, and public
meetings. There is no charge to the local hosts or participants. Local
contacts at each port arrange the programs and invite people to the
events.

The 2002 Tour for the W. G. Jackson will stop in Frankfort on
August 12 and 15 ; Grand Traverse Bay, August 13 and 14, and Ho ll and ,
August 26.

Nobel Peace prize recipient will highlight
Fall Teaching Conference
Oscar Arias , former president of Costa Rica and a Nobel Peace Laureate,
will be the keynote speaker for the Eighth Annu al Fall Conference on
Teaching and Learning.
The conference, "Can the Center Hold?
Terrorism, Globalization , and the Value
of Liberal Learning," is sponsored by the
Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning
Center and schedu led for Wednesday,
August 21, from 8:30 a.m.-1 2: 15 p.m.
(followed by lunch) in Padnos Hall.
Arias holds international stature as a
spokesman for the Third World. By
championing issues like human development, democracy, and demilitarization ,
he has traveled around the world to
discuss, among other topics, applying
lessons from the Central American Peace
Process to topics of current global debate.

Oscar Arias

He was elected president of Costa Rica in 1986 after serv ing in Congress
and as secretary-general of the National Liberation Party. Arias was

Continued on page 4

--------------------------•••-------------------------Benefits Bulletin
Voluntary pre-tax savings
plan available
The Human Resources Office announced a
new pre-tax savings opportunity for facu lty and
staff members through a voluntary 457(b)
Deferred Compensation Plan. This sav ings plan
offers fea tures similar to Grand Valley 's current
403(b) Supplemental Retirement Account.
The Deferred Compensation Plan will provide
faculty and staff members who are maximizing
their 403(b) contributions another option to
save. However, all employees have the opportunity to participate in both the 403(b) and/or
457(b) plans .

TIAA-CREF wi ll be the initial vendor for the
457(b) Deferred Compensation Plan and
Fidelity Investments will be added aro und
September I .
A representative from TIAA-CREF will be on
campus in the fall semester to further explain
the features of these voluntary tax-deferred
savings plans .
To review an on-line summary comparison of
the 403(b) and the 457(b) plans, visit
www.gvsu.edu/hro , or contact the Benefits
Office at x2220 to have an enrollment kit
mailed.

What is a 457(b) Deferred
Compensation Plan and
Why Should I Participate?

A 457(b) plan is a tax-deferred compensation plan that provides tax advantages to
participants. Faculty and staff members
who participate are able to set aside a portion of their salary on a before-tax basis,
providing an essential supplement to their
Grand Valley retirement plan and Social
Security benefits.
Participants do not pay any federal,
state, or local income taxes on the amount
they contribute or on any earnings until the
funds are withdrawn from their accounts.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

Wed., July 31

Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Summer Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

12 noon: Beckering Family Carillon AllAmerican Concert Series , with Tin-shi Tam,
Iowa State University. Pew Grand Rapids
Campus

8 p.m.: Cook Carillon International Concert
Series, with Jenny King , Michigan
carillonneur.

4:30 p.m.: University Club event, "Blues on the
Mall," De Vos Center Club Room, Pew Grand
Rapids Campus.

Sun., Aug. 11

Chicago Alumni Chapter. For more information, call x3590.

Through Fri., Aug. 9
Gallery Hours: "All the World 's a Stage: From
the Page to the Stage." The summer exhibit
features working and preparatory drawings,
models , and costumes from past GVSU
theater productions. Art Gallery, PAC.
Summer hours: Mon.-Fri . 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Call x2564.

8 p.m.: Cook Carillon International Concert
Series, with Todd Fair, University of Denver.

Sun., Aug. 4
12:30-2:30 p.m.: "Backyard Picnic" at Lincoln
Park Zoo in Chicago, hosted by GVSU

···--------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
Patricia Videtich , professor of geology, attended
the recent Council on Undergraduate Research
Meeting at Connecticut College. Videtich is a
national councilor and co-chair of the membership committee.

"The Predictive Validity of Emotional
Intelligence Depends on Your Construct
Explication," at the 14th annual meeting of the
American Psychological Society in New
Orleans .

Victoria Veenstra , assistant professor of communications , has an exhibition of photographic
work, titled "Spirit of Light ," on display at Fly
by Nite Gallery in Newaygo through August 25.
Veenstra's work was also accepted in the 74th
Regional Juried Exhibition at the Muskegon
Museum of Art, the exhibition remains open
through August 28.

Martha Golensky, associate professor of social
work, wrote an invited book review of The
Nature of the Nonprofit Sector and
Understanding Nonprofit Organizations for a
recent issue of Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector
Quarterly. She also presented a paper, titled
"Contextualization in the Advanced Generalist
Curriculum: The ' Right Place' for Social
Administration," at the annual Policy
Conference for Social Work Education and
Practice in Charleston, South Carolina .

Raymond M. O'Connor, Jr., associate
professor of psychology, presented a paper, titled

Richard Stoelzel, assistant professor of music ,
served as conference chairman for the 2002
International Trumpet Guild Solo Competition
held at the Royal Northern College of Music,
Manchester, England . Students Steven Marx and
Matthew Laird were awarded co-first prize and
runner-up, respectively, in the Mock Orchestra
Competition.

In the News
Steven Hecht , assistant professor of biomedical
and health sciences, was interviewed by
WOOD-AM 1300 about making polio viruses
from scratch in a test tube. The interviewed
centered on bioterrorism and polio eradication.

•••

What's Ahead
Continued from page 3

awarded the Nobel Peace prize in 1987 for drafting a peace plan that was signed by all Central
American presidents. He used the Nobel Peace
prize monetary award to establish the Arias
Foundation for Peace and Human Progress .
Arias' speech is scheduled for 9 a.m., followed
by discussion sessions led by faculty members.
Deadline to register for the conference is Friday,

August 9. For more information, or to RSVP,
call x3498.

Johnson Center seminar
to target nonprofit leaders
The Johnson Center for Philanthropy will host a
seminar at Shanty Creek Resort in October for
executives from nonprofit organizations.

"Nonprofit Leadership Revitalization Seminar"
is scheduled for October 9-11 at the Bellaire
resort. Isabel Lopez , of Lopez Leadership
Services, will facilitate the seminar. Deadline for
registration is August 7 and the cost is $495. For
more information, call x7585 .

