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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

WGVU Productions to premiere Ford documentary
"I think he saved the country. In fact, he saved
it in such a matter-of-fact way that he isn't
given any credit for it." Those are the words
of former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
about former President Gerald R. Ford. The
statement capsulizes the unique place the 38th
president holds in the history of the country.
Time and Chance: Gerald Ford 's Appointment
with History, adapted in part from James M.
Cannon's book by the same title , is a documentary about the man who was never elected
to higher office but who served in the presidency for nearly 1,000 days in 1974-77 , when
the nation was challenged by war, inflation
and political turmoil. The 60-minute film by
WGVU Productions traces Ford's formative
years in Grand Rapids and chronicles his
political career as a 13-term congressman, vice
president and president. It is the first full-scale
documentary of the nation's 38th president.
Time and Chance was directed by WGVU
Producer/Director Rob Byrd, produced by

WGVU Assistant
General Manager Operations , Ken
Kolbe and was
written and produced by Mike
Grass of Strategic
Communications.

Richard Nixon. August marks the 30th
anniversary of Ford becoming president.

Ford is prominently
profiled in the program during the
dark days of
Watergate and the
politically turbulent 1970s. The film also profiles Betty Ford and the role she played as one
of the most influential first ladies since
Eleanor Roosevelt.
The new documentary will be privately shown
on Wednesday, September 8, at the Gerald R.
Ford Presidential Museum in Grand Rapids;
the 30th anniversary of Ford's pardon of

Time and Chance will make its televised debut
on WGVU on Saturday, September 11 , at
8 p.m. and will repeat that night at 9 p.m.
Time and Chance has been made available to
PBS stations nationwide; consult PBS listings
in local areas for air dates . The documentary
will air on PBS stations throughout Michigan,
including WTVS in Detroit; the Georgia
statewide network, KCET, Hollywood;
KRMA , Denver; WLIW, Long Island, N.Y.
Time and Chance includes detailed interviews
with and speech excerpts from President Ford;
former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger;
former President George H.W. Bush; Vice
President Richard B. Cheney (who served as
Ford's White House chief of staff); L. William
Seidman, CNBC and former Ford economic
see 'Ford documentary' on page 2

···-----------------------Convocation heralds start of new academic year
President Mark A. Murray will address the university community at
convocation ceremonies, scheduled for Friday, August 27, in the
Fieldhouse Arena.

Following convocation, students, faculty and staff members are invited
to an all-campus picnic from noon-1:30 p.m. near the Cook Carillon
Tower.

The traditional ceremonial start of the academic year, convocation will
include addresses from Jean Nagelkerk, nursing professor and chair of
the University Academic Senate; and Jonathan Osborn, president of
Student Senate.
Convocation will start at 10:30 a.m.; faculty and staff members who
plan to process are asked to gather in the north atrium area of Henry
Hall by 10 a.m.
Awards will be presented to recipients for Outstanding Teaching,
Distinguished Contribution to a Discipline, and Outstanding University
and Community Service.
The university will also recognize faculty members who have been at
GVSU for 25 years: Dennis Devlin , history professor; Deanna Morse ,
communications professor; Ric Veazey, associate accounting professor;
and Jim Grant, education professor. Bruce Tweddale, senior analyst, will
be acknowledged as recipient of the Administrative/Professional
Achievement Award.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

File photo

President Mark A. Murray addresses the audience at 2003 convocation .
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Across Campus
• Cascade Engineering (Grand Rapids)
• Bissell (Grand Rapids)
• Industrial Resources of Michigan (Grand Rapids)
• Paulstra CRC (Grand Rapids)
• Oliver Products (Grand Rapids)
• Van Timmeren Greenhouses (Allendale)

Engineering students complete
capstone project
Senior engineering students
displayed their talents and
expertise at the annual
Engineering Design
Conference on July 30 at the
Keller Engineering Lab
Building .
On display were 11 projects
with a combined materials
value exceeding $150,000.
All projects were designed
and built to address actual
problems and needs of area
manufacturing companies.
The conference celebrated the
successful completion of the
Capstone Design Program, in
which teams of senior engineering students solved
real-world engineering design
problems sponsored by
participating industries and
Photo by Adam Bird
other sponsoring organizaEngineering students show their project
tions .
to /mad Mahawili, executive director of
the
Michigan
Alternative
Renewable Energy Center.

and

The day culminated in the Order of the Engineer ceremony, which is a
special commencement ritual for engineering students. The graduates earn
their degrees later in the year than the traditional spring ceremony because
they must complete a yearlong co-op experience. In the ceremony, each
student receives an iron ring, placed on the little finger of the working
hand, which symbolizes bridging the step between training and experience. The practice started in Canada and is firmly established in the U .S.

Ask Gleaves: Web feature answers
anything about politics and history
Q - Why didn ' t presidential candidates campaign on their own behalf until
the 1900s?
Q - Have families always campaigned with presidential candidates?
These are sample questions that have already been asked of Gleaves
Whitney, director of the Hauenstein Center at Grand Valley.
You have to go to the newly created, Ask Gleaves section at the
Hauenstein Center Web site, www.allpresidents.org, for the wellresearched and enlightening answers.

The projects took two semesters to complete. At the end, companies that participated had an actual
working product. Sponsoring industries paid for the materials and a small
project fee - the students were not paid for their work, but instead
gained college credit and valuable real-life working experience.

"No sincere question about politics and history is overlooked," said
Whitney. "The first question I fielded dealt with how presidents use
humor to achieve political objectives. I gave plenty of examples. I want
users to be entertained as well as informed."

"Students gain a lot of real-world, practical experience in designing products . There is no way of learning this in the classroom," said Jeff Ray,
director of the School of Engineering and coordinator of the Capstone
Design Program.

Ask Gleaves features a caricature of Whitney, drawing visitors of
www.allpresidents.org to the feature that officially began this summer, in
time for questions regarding political conventions, presidential campaigns
and the June death of former President Ronald Reagan .

The projects on display were completely designed, built, and tested by 49
students. Sponsors of the projects include:

It's proving to be a great source of political and historical insights for the
media and the general public. Questions to Ask Gleaves have already
come in from inquiring minds from coast-to-coast.

• Dana - Perfect Circle Division (Muskegon)
• L3 Communications Avionics Systems (Grand Rapids)
• Smiths Aerospace (Grand Rapids)

FORUM
Volume 29, Number 4
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every Monday
when classes are in session and biweekly during the summer. The submi ssion deadline is
Tuesday noon . Send publication items to
Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum @gvsu .edu .
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online publication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

continued on page 3

···----------------------------

Ford documentary debuts on WGVU September 11
continued from page 1
adviser; James M . Cannon, Ford biographer, journalist, author, political adviser; former President
Jimmy Carter; Marty Allen, president of the Ford
Presidential Foundation; Michigan Gov. Jennifer
Granholm; Sen. Edward Kennedy; and Secretary of
State Colin Powell.

An earlier documentary, Gerald R. Ford: Turning
90, which was produced in 2003 by WGVU
Productions to mark the former president's 90th
birthday, has been honored with a Telly Award, an
Omni Award, an Associated Press Award for Best
News Documentary and a Michigan Association of
Broadcasters Award for Best News Special.
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Across Campus
contiued from page 2

"I strive to respond with answers that give readers an overview of the topic
of interest with the added bonus of details that make history and politics
engaging so people remain interested and remember the stories," explained
Whitney.

The workshop trained teachers to implement the GLOBE Environmental
Monitoring Program in their classrooms. GLOBE is an international program for teachers and students that gives students opportunities to learning
science with real-world application.
Karen Meyers , assistant director of Grand Valley's Regional Math and
Science Center, said the program was a way for teachers and students to do
real science with a real purpose.
"Teachers from all over the world are using the same scientific procedures
with their students. They enter their data into the GLOBE Web site, which
forms a database that is available for researchers around the globe. It also
gives students a chance to interact with other students around the world,"
she said.
The workshop was sponsored by the Michigan Environmental Council and
Grand Valley's Annis Water Resources Institute and Regional Math and
Science Center. It was supported through grants from the Dart Foundation,
Michigan Space Grant Consortium and Wege Foundation.

File photo

Area teachers spent a week aboard the Jackson_ to le~rn to implement
the GLOBE Environmental Monitoring Program m the,r classrooms.

Volunteers needed for History Colloquium

Teachers learn aboard the Jackson
research vessel

Organizers of the History Colloquium are seeking volunteers to give
informal presentations about current research during the fall semester.

It was the teacher's tum to go to school, as a group of area educators got a

rare opportunity to take part in some unique workshops. Twenty-four
teachers from area public, charter and private schools participated in a
week-long, hands-on environmental workshop in science labs, outdoor
field settings and on the water.
GLOBE Training for Teachers ran August 9-13 at the Lake Michigan
Center in Muskegon .

GVFaces

The colloquium meets at noon on most Wednesdays each month.
Presenters discuss their research projects, books they have planned or
articles they have written. Gary Stark, history professor, said last year all
presenters were faculty members; he hopes to include presentations by
students and guest speakers this year.
Anyone wishing to nominate a student or guest speaker, or give a presentation, should contact Stark at starkg@gvsu.edu. Include a topic description
and proposed date of the presentation.

···------------------------What's Ahead

Dan Seeley
Media Services Technician

Faculty, staff picnic set
for DeVos Center

Dan Seeley, Grand Valley's media services
technician, began his love affair with the university as a student in the rnid-'70s. Now in his
20th year in the Event Services Department, he
has become a noted figure on campus.
As the media services technician, Seeley is
responsible for providing "rapid deployment of
esoteric audio visual services," he said. This
includes large-scale public address systems
such as video production and projection and
microphones.
"Basically, I have a big truck, throw equipment
in it, do a show, wake up early the next morning and do it all over again," Seeley said.
He is also the liaison between the artists that
perform on campus and the departments that
host them. He ensures that the technological
specifications are met for each production.
Last year, Seeley lent his audio-visual expertise
at the dedication of the new and innovative
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy
Center in Muskegon. Because it was at a
remote location Seeley and others used a "large
battery operated apparatus" (an ACDC power
system) that was completely portable.

The annual Faculty and Staff Picnic will be
held Thursday,August 26, in the DeVos
Center Courtyard.
The event will run from 5-8 p.m., a program
will begin at 6: 15.
RSVP by today to Bonnie VanLiere at
xl2180 or vanlierb@gvsu.edu.
Dan Seeley

When he is not at Grand Valley making sure
shows are heard and productions seen, Seeley
wears the hat of an amateur astronomer. He has
a personal robotic controlled observatory, and
is helping develop an observatory for the
Muskegon Amateur Astronomy Society, of
which he is a member.
With his wife, Joy, also a member of the Grand
Valley staff, Seeley has taken up scuba diving.
They have been exploring "every mud-hole in
Michigan" in preparation for more advanced
dives in the coral reefs of Florida and Mexico,
he said .

Fund-raiser will support
Szczepanski scholarship
A fund-raiser dinner to support the Mary J.
Szczepanski "Never Give Up" MS scholarship program at Grand Valley will be held at
Marc Stewart's Guest House (636 Stocking
Ave NW) on Saturday, September 18.
Grand Rapids resident Rick Szczepanski
established the scholarship to honor his
mother, Mary, who died from multiple sclerosis in 1995. Szczepanski has expanded the
scholarship to include a current Grand Valley
student who raises money for MS.
Cost to attend the dinner is $25. Reservations
are required, call Rick Szczepanski at 616791-2069 by September 3.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Jonathan White, on leave as executive director
of the Homeland Defense Initiative, was interviewed by Newhouse News Service about the
country's counterterrorist program.
Steve Glass, associate professor of movement
science, was interviewed by West Michigan
Christian about martial arts instruction he offers
as a free community service through a
Hudsonville church.
Barb Hoogenboom, assistant professor of physical therapy, was interviewed by the Grand
Rapids Press for an article about clinics in the
Grand Rapids area to aid female athletes in
injury prevention.
Yosay Wangdi, assistant professor of history,
was interviewed by the online "Office of Tibet,
New York" publication about her history of India
class.
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies, was inteviewed
by the Grand Rapids Press for a story marking
the 30th anniversary of Richard Nixon's resignation.

Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a
"Sketch" to the Forum,jorum@gvsu.edu.

Sketches
Gary D. Stark, professor of history, presented a
paper, titled "Directors and Censors: Theater
Censorship in 19th-century Germany," at the
International Federation for Theatre Research
Annual Conference, St. Petersburg, Russia .
Gleaves Whitney , director of the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies, addressed the
School of Education's Leaming to Give
Conference and talked about presidents and philanthropy. He also attended an event at the
White House, where Reagan administration
officials remembered the 40th president.
Deborah Herrington , assistant professor of
chemistry, gave a presentation, titled "Chemistry
is a Full Contact Subject: Methods for Actively
Engaging Students in a Large Organic Lecture,"
at the Canadian Society for Chemistry 's 87th
National Conference and Exhibition in London,
Ontario.

Biology faculty members Rod Morgan and
Nancy Shontz presented a paper, titled
"Investigation of the Mercury Resistance Operon
using a Mer-Lac Gene Fusion," at the 104th
General Meeting of the American Society for
Microbiology in New Orleans .
Bradley S. Ambrose, assistant professor of
physics, gave a presentation, titled "Investigating
Student Understanding in Intermediate
Mechanics: Identifying the Need for a Tutorial
Approach to Instruction ," at the 2004 Gordon
Research Conference on Physics Research and
Education at Mount Holyoke College. He was
also elected one of two vice-chairs for the 2006
conference.
Salim Haidar , associate professor of mathematics , gave a presentation, titled "Weak Minimizers
of Total Energy Functionals and Material
Instabilities in Nonlinear Elasticity," at Michigan
State University.
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentaton,
titled "Exploration of Submerged Sinkholes in
Lake Huron ," at the American Society of
Limnology and Oceanography 2004 Summer
Meeting in Savannah , Georgia. He also
participated in a workshop on the use of MiniRemotely Operated Vehicles in underwater
research, organized by NOAA at the University
of Michigan.
Rob Franciosi, professor of English, co-hosted
a segment of "All About Opera" on WFGR-FM
with Grand Valley Professor Emeritus Gil Davis.
Gordon Alderink, associate professor of physical therapy, was elected to serve a three-year
term as a member of the Board of Directors of
Mayo School of Health Sciences Alumni
Association .
Mary de Young, professor of sociology, wrote
the entry for "moral entrepreneurs" for the new
IO-volume Encyclopedia of Sociology, published
by Blackwell.
Frederick Bevis , emeritus associate professor of
natural resources management, co-authored a
report on the 12-year effects of discharge of
treated wastewater to the Portage/Baseline Lake
natural wetlands.

Susan Bosold, assistant professor of nursing,
was selected to spend a week in Washington ,
D.C., reviewing Community Capacity Building
grant applications for the Compassion Capital
Fund of the Office of Community Services,
Administration for Children and Families,
Department of Health and Human Services.

Psychology faculty members Anton Tolman and
Andrea Rotzien co-presented a paper, titled
"Ethics and Risk Assessment: An Evolving
Standard of Practice," at the fourth Annual
Conference of the International Association of
Forensic Mental Health Services in Stockholm,
Sweden.
Anton Tolman, assistant professor of psychology, and a former student co-presented a paper,
titled "Judicial Perceptions of Expert Risk
Assessment," at the fourth Annual Conference of
the International Association of Forensic Mental
Health Services in Stockholm, Sweden .
Harriet Singleton , senior counselor and coordinator of multicultural counseling , was appointed
to a four-year term on the Michigan Board of
Counseling by Gov. Jennifer Granholm.
Hugh Jack , associate professor of engineering,
presented three papers at the American Society
for Engineering Education meeting in Salt Lake
City, Utah. He also served as the chair of the
Information Systems Division and was elected to
serve on the 2006 Program Planning committee
for the Manufacturing Engineering Division.
Linda Rynbrandt , associate professor of sociology, published an article, titled "Caroline
Bartlett Crane and Muncipal Sanitation: Applied
Sociology in the Progressive Era," in the Journal
of Applied Sociology/Sociological Practice: a
Journal of Applied and Clinical Sociology .
Rita Grant, associate professor of accounting
and taxation, presented a paper, titled "Impact of
the Euro on Foreign Currency Exchange Gains
and Losses: A Case Study," at the European
Applied Business and Research Conference in
Edinburgh, Scotland .
Randall Doyle, visiting professor of history,
presented a lecture, titled "U.S . Global
Intervention: The Iraqi War," to the Spring Lake
Rotary Club.

···-----------------------

