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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Sculptors create monumental works -

on small scale

His work is witty, playful, and often infused
with political sarcasm. Kaminker is a key figure in modem St. Petersburg culture. The
Russian State Museum, which owns the
world's largest collection of Russian art, has
purchased 16 pieces of Kaminker 's work, and
he has commissions all over the world.

Beginning today, Grand Valley will bring to its
Art Gallery one of Russia's most celebrated
sculptors: Dmitry Kaminker, of St. Petersburg.
Accompanying him will be his son and partner
on many projects , DanjeJ Kaminker, also an
award-winning artist.
Their exhibit, "Minimonumentalism: Heroes
and Myths , the Art of Dmitry and Daniel
Kaminker," will be at the Art Gallery through
October 29 . An opening reception will be held
from 5-7 p.m. on Thursday, October 7; the
public is invited to meet the artists.

" In Russia, Dmitry Kaminsb is one of the

The exhibit showcases the Kaminkers' work by
presenting small-scale bronze sculptures that
serve as models for the artists' monumental
works found in major museums and private
collections throughout Russia and Scandinavia.
Whj)e public sculpture in Russia was long a
source of propaganda, Kaminker has sought to
change that image with pieces that have a
human element and a touch of irony - "something that will make people smile," he has said.

most famous living artists today. He and
Daniel travel throughout the world for exhjbitions, lectures and master classes ," said Henry
Matthews, director of galleries and collections
at GVSU. "We look forward to their comjng
here and not only showing their work, but
actually creating a sculpture at Grand Valley."
The new sculpture will have a place near the
Calder Art Center.
Dmitry Kaminker's large, wooden statue,
'Monument to the Unknown Organizer,' is
represented at the GVSU Art Gallery with a
small-scale bronze version of the statue.

···--------------------------

Across Campus
Acclaimed poet visits campus

Toastmasters helps students
speak with confidence
Toastmasters is promoting its message around campus, hoping to boost
membership. The organization, which started 10 years ago at Grand
Valley, is designed to help members speak professionally and with
confidence.
Derek Moore, a senior and current president of the Grand
Valley/Allendale Toastmasters Club 4380 , said students receive feedback on speeches given to the group.
"We build each other up and offer ways to improve," said Moore.
"Speiling well in public is crucial. This is the place where you want to
make mistakes and learn from them , not in a job interview."

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Maya Angelou is escorted to the Fieldhouse stage by Veta Tucker, associate professor of English. Angelou addressed a sold-out crowd on
September 28. The event was sponsored by student group You
Beautiful Black Woman.
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Members - students and faculty and staff members - receive a book
containing tips on public speiling and have the opportunity to give 10
speeches before the group for evaluation.
Martha Wilson , vice president of Public Relations and Membership for
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
the group, joined three years ago. "The number one thing is getting over
the fear of public speaking," Wilson said. "We offer 'grows and glows' as
we give feedback." Members also have the opportunity to earn achievement awards.
Wilson said the reputation of Toastmasters is valuable on a resume.
There is a membership fee of $36. Toastmasters meets every Wednesday
at noon at the Kirkhof Center; a separate chapter meets every Friday at
the University Club on the Pew Campus beginning at 7:30 a.m. For more
information contact Derek Moore at x 10624 or at
mooredee @student.gvsu.edu or visit the Toastmaster Web site at gvsuallendale .62toast.com.

Federal grant aids WGVU
digital conversion
A U.S. Department of Commerce grant will help WGVU purchase digital
equipment to upgrade the connection between WGVK in Kalamazoo and
the main station in Grand Rapids.
U.S . Congressman Fred Upton (R-St. Joseph) announced the $88,055
grant on September 24. The money is funded by the Public
Telecommunications Facilities Program (PTFP); Upton chairs the House
Telecommunications and Internet Subcommjttee.
"I want to thank Chairman Upton for his support of our request," said
Michael T. Walenta, general manager of WGVU. "WGVK 's conversion
from analog to digital broadcasting brings high definition viewing and
new PBS program sources to southwest Michigan. Thi s federal grant will
help us to do an even better job of serving the nearly 2.7 million Michigan
residents who live in the areas served by our stations."
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United Way Campaign
continues through Friday
Weather-related disasters, sudden
health problems , job losses ... they
can happen at any time , to anyone.
That's why it is so important to have
agencies in place that can help people when the unthinkable happens to
them, said Mary Alice Williams ,
president and CEO of Arbor Circle, a
non-profit agency in Grand Rapids .
"We're helping people come to grips
with problems they 're facing in their
lives," she said.
Williams spoke at Grand Valley's
United Way Campaign kickoff on
September 29. The campus-wide
campaign continues through Friday,
October 8, giving all GVSU employees an opportunity to support local
programs through United Way.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tu cker

Mary Alice Williams of Arbor
Circle, a United Way-funded
agency, helps kick off Grand
Valley's United Way Campaign.

Chick Blue , United Way campaign captain for Records and Registration
staff, ran her department's campaign early, and reported not only 100 percent participation , but an increase in giving. As usual , the Records staff
raised the bar for the rest of the university.
Contributors may designate that their gift go to Kent or Ottawa area
services, or to any other United Way agency. All contributors will be
invited to thank-you breakfasts on November 16 and 17 .

•••
What's Ahead

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every Monday
when classes are in sess ion and biweekly
during the summer. The subm ission deadline is
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to
Michele Coffi ll , ed itor, c/o forum @gvsu .edu .
Telephone: 616-331-222 1. Fax: 616-331-2250.

Counseling appointments
available for SRAs
New American Funds vendors for 403 (b)
Supplemental Retirement Accounts will hold individual counseling appointments this month.

Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submi ssion form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/onl ine/forum/form .html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution .

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's dai ly on line publication , on the Web at : www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

Edward Jones representatives wi ll be available at
the De Vos Center, Center for Health Sciences and
Lake Michigan Hall from October 4-8 . To schedule
an appointment, call Brenda Kading-Payne at
Edward Jones at 888-538-6686.
Sil Investments representative Tim Sullivan wi ll
be available October 4-8 and October 11-13 at the
Allendale and Pew campuses. Schedule an
appointment with Sullivan by calling 616-245 8848 or sending an e-mail to tim_sullivan @s iionline.com

Artwork, survivor kits mark
Breast Cancer Awareness
Month
There are a few things that Grand Rapids resident
Linda Griggs, a breast cancer survivor, wishes she
had known when she was first diagnosed. Like to
expect drastic mood swings, or to hold on to the
belief that something positive can come out of
something as horrible as cancer. Now cancer free for
10 years, Griggs has created a Breast Cancer
Survivor Kit to pass those tips on to women who are
struggling with the disease .

In recognition of October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, the Breast Cancer Survivor Kit
and artwork by Griggs and artist Karen Godfrey wi ll
be on display at the Women 's Center from Tuesday
through noon Friday, October 5-8. The kit is also
available for purchase for $100.
The exhjbit, "Empowering Women," begins with a pubHe reception hosted by the two artists from 4-6 p.m.
Both women will speak about how art has become a
healing force in their own lives and the lives of
women they know. There will be about 30 pieces of
art on exhjbit.
"It's not the end of the world when these seemingly bad
things happen to you," said Griggs. "As hard as it is at the
time, the seeds of something positive are being planted."
Also included in the kits are guides and workbooks,
"passports to the underworld" with which survivors
can mark significant moments (good or bad) in their
journey to health, a few fun signs (Caution: Wide
Mood Swings), and instructions on how to create a
healing shrine, such as those Griggs has on exhibit at
the Women's Center.
Godfrey's artwork in the show reflects her work with
cancer patients. An art therapist with a master 's
degree in social work from GVSU , Godfrey hosts a
24-week support group for women with cancer. The
meetings are held in her art gallery, Art Beat, located
off Monroe Avenue in downtown Grand Rapids.

What's Ahead continues on page 3
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What's Ahead
·Harry Potter• reading marathon
to benefit area schools

continued from page 2

Conference will address
partnerships in Africa
A three-day conference, "African Studies: Paradigms, Pedagogy, and
Partnerships," will be held at Grand Valley's Allendale and Pew campuses
to provide a forum for discussion about African politics and the importance of maintaining collaborations between U.S. and African universities .
The conference , October 7-9 , is sponsored by Grand Valley's African and
African American Studies and the University of Cape Coast-Ghana. It's
free for Grand Valley faculty , staff and students. For details and to register
online, visit www.gvsu .edu/pic, click on "African Studies Conference."
Ronald Stephens , coordinator of Grand Valley's African and African
American Studies, said along with keynote speakers conference sessions
will focus on challenges facing political regimes in Africa, interventions in
human rights struggles and confronting multiple identities and nationalities.
Grand Valley has a partnership with the University of Cape Coast in Ghana.
The speakers are:
• Kwame Alford, assistant professor of history at Texas Tech University;
• David Wiley, professor of sociology and director of the African
Studies Center at Michigan State University;
• Chima J. Korieh , assistant professor of history at Rowan University.

Flu shots offered next week
Grand Valley will be offering flu shots to all faculty and staff, their
dependents and retirees. The cost of the shots will be covered by GVSU.
Locations and times follow:
• Allendale Campus
Henry Hall Lobby: October 13 , 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Kirkhof Center Lobby: October 15, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Muggles, Mudbloods and Wizards will be present at Grand Valley's Pew
Campus during a 24-hour marathon reading session of the Harry Potter
series by J.K . Rowling .
The marathon , scheduled for October 14-15, is sponsored by the College
of Education. Money raised from the event will benefit eight classroom
libraries in Grand Rapids and Godfrey Lee school districts. The inaugural
reading marathon last year (when Tolkien's Lord of the Rings series was
read) raised more than $3,000.
Volunteers are needed to read books throughout the event, held at the
De Vos Center atrium. Readers are asked to pledge $25, or get someone to
sponsor them . People who wish to volunteer, or donate money, can contact Nancy Patterson, assistant professor of education , at x 16226 or via email at patterna@gvsu.edu.

Gospel Choir will be featured at festival
Grand Valley 's Gospel Choir, under the direction of Cassonya Carter-Pugh ,
will be featured at the Gospel Music Festival at Calvin College on
October 16.
The event will begin at 7 p.m. at the Calvin College Chapel ; there is no
admission charge. Also performing will be Calvin Gospel Choir and
James Abbington, organist and pianist from Baltimore. Abbington edited
the African American Heritage Hymnal.
For more informaton about the concert, contact Carter-Pugh at x 17110 or
at carterc@gvsu .edu .

Johnson Center seminar addresses
non-profit leadership
A seminar sponsored by the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy
and Nonprofit Leadership will address "Nonprofit Leadership
Revitalization: Growing Knowledge - Restoring Vitality."

• Center for Health Sciences
Room 331: October 12, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
• Grand Rapids Campus
De Vos Center Room 125-C: October 14, 11 a.m.-3 p.m .
Eberhard Center Room 410: October 11, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

The event will be held October 27-29 at Shanty Creek Resort in Bellaire.
For more information or to register, visit the Johnson Center Web site at
www.johnsoncenter.org or call x 17231.

Faculty and
Staff Sketches

Sally Alder
general maintenance,
Facilities Services

In the News

Sally Alder will be the first woman hired as a
general maintenance worker at Grand Valley.

Anton Tolman, assistant professor of psychology, was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13
for a story about the man charged with the
abduction and murder of a young girl from
Holland.
Steve L. Robbins, assistant professor of liberal
studies, appeared on WZZM-TV Channel 13's
"Take Five" program talking about the differences in the ways girls and boys learn.
John Koches , associate research scientist at the
Annis Water Resources Institute, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press for an article
about septic tanks and the role AWRI played in
developing a septage management program for
Kent County.
Gleaves Whitney , director of the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies , was interviewed
continues on page 4

"I am an individual example that
women can move
ahead," she said.

A member of the custodial staff for the past 18
years, Alder attended training classes for electrical work, blue-print reading and heating and
cooling . She is currently on temporary assignment, but she said it will be made permanent
soon .
Sally Alder

After a successful
fight with breast
cancer, Alder is
continuing her
education and
pursuing a degree
in diagnostic
sonography at
Grand Valley.

"Women have to jump into any opportunity,
any door that does open," she said. "I know a
lot of women have the capabilities and talents ,
but they don ' t recognize them."

She said she was inspired to return to school
after she overcame a small case of breast cancer last year.

Alder is in charge of the up-keep of the air
vents and filtration systems on campus .

"It really opened my eyes to the fact that
someone who does ultrasound, hopefully
they're doing the best that they can ," she said .

"It's a different challenge every day," she said.
Alder is also a member of the Women 's
Commission; its mission, she said , is to make
Grand Valley a better environment for women .

Consequently, her focus on diagnostic sonography is with the intent of working with ultrasound. "I'd like to do something that's really
meaningful , and can help people," she said.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
12 noon-2 p.m .: FTLC workshop: Helping
Students Take Personal Responsibility for
Leaming . 104 KC . Call xl3498 for more
information.

2 p .m. and 7:30 p.m .: Theater presentations ,
"Measure for Measure." LAT, PAC.

Through Oct. 29

8 p.m .: Eyes Wide Open sponsors "Take Back
the Night." Grand River Room , KC. Call
xl2020 for more information.

5-6:45 p.m.: University Club hosts tailgater.
Irwin Fund Parking Lot. Call x13590 for
more information .

Gallery hours: Fall Arts Celebration presents,
"Minomonumentalism/Heroes and Myths.
The Art of Dimitry and Daniel Kaminker."
Art Gallery, PAC . Call x12564 for more
information .

Thurs., Oct. 7

Sun., Oct. 10

All day: Counseling Center sponsors National
Depression Screening Day. Call xl3266 for
more information .

10 a.m.-7 p.m.: Renaissance Festival. Cook Carillon
Tower. Call x13668 for more information.

General Events
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Tues., Oct 5
8:30-10 a.m .: Johnson Center for Philanthropy
Seminar: Idiosyncrasies of Nonprofit
Accounting. Holland Meijer Campus. Call
x 17231 for more information.

12 noon-2 p.m.: FTLC workshop: Student
Mental Health 101. 201 KC. Call x13498 for
more information.

4-6 p.m.: Institutional Marketing Open House.
133 LMH . Call xl2525 for more information .

12 noon-1 :30 p.m.: Women 's Commission meeting.
302C DEV. Call xl2748 for more information.

7:30 p.m.: Theater presentation , "Measure for
Measure."

4-6 p.m.: Women 's Center Art Reception. 161
KC . Call x12748 for more information.

8 p.m .: Music Department Concert, French
Music Recital. Sherman Van Solkema Recital
Hall , PAC. Call xl3484 for more information.

Wed., Oct. 6

2 p.m.: Theater presentation , "Measure for
Measure ." LAT, PAC .

Mon., Oct 11
5-7 p.m.: Art Gallery Reception for Kaminkers.
1121 PAC. Call x12564 for more information.

10 a.m.: Theater presentation , "Measure for
Measure." LAT, PAC . Call Tickets Plus at 616222-4000 or xl2300 for ticket information .

7 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. N . Ravik.iran on the
chitraveena with drummer Rohan
Krishnamurthy. Sherman Van Sokema Recital
Hall , PAC. Call xl3484 for more in formation.

Tower. Call x 13668 for more information.

11 a.m.-1 p .m.: Flu shots. 410 EC. Call x12215
for more information.
6 p.m.: Latino Student Union and Native
American Student Association sponsor
"Rethinking Columbus Day." 204 KC. Call
x 12177 for more information.
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert, Small Jazz
Combos. LAT, PAC.

Sports
Fri., Oct. 8
Fri., Oct 8
All day: Women's Center sponsors National Lee
Denim Day. Donate at least $5 to the fight
against breast cancer, and wear denim. Call
x12748 for more information.

3 p.m. : Women's Soccer hosts Northern
Michigan University.
3 p.m. : Cross Country hosts Michigan
Intercollegiate Invitational .

8:30-10 a.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy
Seminar: Idiosyncrasies of Nonprofit
Accounting. University Club, DEV. Call
xl7231 for more information.

9 a.m .-12 noon: Continuing Education
Workshop: A Hands-on Guide to Public
Relations. Call xl7117 for more information.

10 a.m.: Theater presentation, "Measure for
Measure." LAT, PAC.

10 a.m and 7:30 p.m.: Theater presentations,
"Measure for Measure." LAT, PAC.

7 p.m.: Football hosts Hillsdale.

12 noon: Arts at Noon Series presents Carillonneur
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard. Cook Carillon
Tower. Call xl3484 for more information.

Sat., Oct. 9

Sun., Oct. 10

10 a.m.-7 p.m.: Renaissance Festival. Cook Carillon

1 p.m.: Women's Soccer hosts Northwood.

Sat., Oct. 9

--------------------------------------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches

continued from page 3
by WGVU Radio about presidential debates and
recent events sponsored by the center.

Sketches
Mary Ann Sheline, director of the Regional
Math and Science Center, participated as a panelist in the roundtable discussion at the Van
Andel Institute on "No Child Left Behind: The
Importance of Math and Science Education."
Zulema Moret, assistant professor of Modern

Languages and Literatures, published an anthology, titled Mujeres Mirando al Sur Poetas
Sudamericanas en USA, in Madrid, Spain. It was
presented at the Instituto de Cooperacion
Catalano-lberoamericana in Barcelona, and New
York University Campus in Madrid. Moret also
wrote the introduction for Laura Antillano's
Short Stories.
Frances B. McCrea, professor of sociology,
presented a paper, titled "Medical Malpractice,"
at the 54th annual conference of the Society for
the Study of Social Problems in San Francisco.
She also presented a paper, titled "Unnecessary

Surgery," at the 99th annual meeting of the
American Sociological Association in San
Francisco.
John Weber , associate professor of geology, is
an associate editor on a NATO-Advanced
Research Workshop volume on the Adriatic
Microplate: GPS geodesy, tectonics , and hazards. The workhop was held in Veszprem,
Hungary, where Weber presented a paper on his
sabbatical research, "The Adria microplate, !stria
peninsula, GPS, and neotectonics in the Slovene
(NE) corner of the Alps ."

