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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

Affirmative action panel to feature Connerly, Shelton
The man who spearheaded the campaign to
place the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative on
the November ballot will be one of four participants in an affirmative action panel discussion
at Grand Valley.
Appearing with Ward Connerly will be Hilary
Shelton, director of the NAACP's Washington
Bureau; Linda Chavez, chair of the Center
for Equal Opportunity and analyst for FOX
News; and Mark Fancher, ACLU of Michigan
attorney.
The event, which continues the Professionals
of Color Lecture Series, is Wednesday,
October 18, from 4-6 p.m. in the Kirkhof
Center, Grand River Room. It is spon sored by
the Office of Multicultural Affairs; the event
is free and open to the public. A sign language
interpreter will be available.
It will mark one of Connerly 's first appearances in West Michigan. The California
businessman is founder and chairman of the
American Civil Rights Institute, a national
nonprofit organization designed to educate the
public about racial and gender preferences.
Connerly has a long history of advocating

against racial preferences; in the early
1990s as a University
of California regent,
he led a push to end
the university's system of using race as a
factor in admissions.
He also led successful state campaigns
to end affirmative
action policies
in California and
Washington.

Conference on Civil
Rights, Center for
Democratic Renewal ,
Coalition to Stop
Gun Violence, and
Congressional Black
Caucus Institute.

Ward Connerly

Through his work for
the NAACP, Shelton
is responsible for
advocating for the
organization at the
federal level. He has
Mark Fancher
lobbied for social
issues such as affirmative action, equal employment protection,
stopping gun violence , ending racial profiling,
access to comprehensive healthcare and federal sentencing reform. He serves on numerous nationals boards including Leadership

Chavez 's organization, the Center for
Linda Chavez
Equal Opportunity,
supports research
on issues related to
race, ethnicity and assimilation. She writes a
syndicated weekly newspaper column and has
been appointed to a number of positions, most
recently as chair of the National Commission
on Migrant Education .
As an attorney for the Racial Justice Project
of the ACLU of Michigan, Fancher addresses
attacks on affirmative action, racial discrimination and juvenile sentencing issues. He
held a teaching position at the University of
Michigan Law School and a staff position for
the State Bar of Michigan.
For more information, call OMA at xl2177 .

···---------------------------

Getting WISE about housing to inspire students
Laurie Witucki, associate professor of chemistry, was the first in her family to attend college.
She earned a
scholarship to
Cedar Crest
College in
Pennsy Ivania,
a women's
Ii beral arts
college.
"In high
school, I
was scared
of math and
chemistry,"
she said. "But
I soon gained
confidence
by watching
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Students review papers in
Koeze-Weed Living Center,
home to the WISE program.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

and talking with the women - both upperclass
students and faculty - who became my role
models."
Now as faculty director of WISE, Witucki will
likely serve in that capacity for some Grand
Valley students.
The Women In Science and Engineering
Program (WISE) is an academic living and
learning community for female first-year students majoring in science, mathematics , engineering or computer science. New to Grand
Valley, it opened in August in the Koeze-Weed
Residence Hall.
Witucki said opening WISE was a collaborative effort from many campus departments. The
Padnos College of Engineering donated equipment for a computer lab; the Advising Resource

Center established in-house tutorial times;
Housing worked to renovate the building; and
support has come from numerous academic
departments and the Dean of Students office.
WISE fits well with the university 's efforts
to retain women in the sciences and Grand
Valley 's Claiming a Liberal Education initiative, Witucki said.
More than providing living space, WISE is a
community for its 46 residents, Witucki said.
They have a book club and opportunities to
visit with faculty members who have office
hours in the living center.
Successes have already been noted. "The
students report that what they like best about
WISE is the academic and social support they
receive through living together," said Diana
Pace, associate dean of students.
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Across Campus
Flu shots available
Grand Valley will again offer flu shots to all faculty and staff, their dependents and retirees who wish to participate. The cost of the shots will be
covered by GVSU; no appointments are necessary. The schedule follows:
• October 19, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.: Henry Hall Atrium
• October 20, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.: De Vos Center, student project area
• October 23, 1-5 p.m.: Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences, rm. 331
• October 24, 5-7 p.m.: GVSU Family Health Center, 72 Sheldon Ave.

Dedicating permanent berth

week is "People, Places and Prosperity: Will You Make a Difference?"
Activities will include speakers and presentations, displays and demonstrations, awards and recognition, exhibits and community projects. The
goal is to increase awareness and understanding on how sustainability can
make a difference in our own lives and the lives of others.
Sustainability relates to the environmental impact of human activity, the
enhancement of social systems and the improvement of economic prosperity - a triumvirate of factors commonly known as the "triple bottom
line." The recognition of the required balance among these three issues
has been characterized as sustainable growth.
Events are free and open to the public. Presentations and activities are
scheduled at various times throughout the week on both the Allendale and
Pew Grand Rapids campuses. See www.gvsu.edu/sustainability for program information.

Dialogues seek participants
Participants are being sought for Topical Dialogues on Liberal Education,
formerly known as Intergroup Dialogues.

Photo by Courtney Newbauer

From left, Alan Steinman, President Thomas J. Haas,
Donna Brooks and Tony Fiore cut the ribbon to dedicate the permanent berth for the D.J . Angus on Harbor
Island in Grand Haven on October 6.

University celebrates Sustainability Week
Last year, Grand Valley celebrated its commitment to being environmentally, socially and fiscally responsible with its first Campus Sustainability
Day. The day-long event was such a success that this year it has been
expanded to an entire week.
Campus Sustainability Week runs October 23-28. The theme for the
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GVFaces

These dialogues are open to the GVSU community. The goal is to engage
participants in discussion about a specific topic. Discussions will center
on "creating an inclusive community of engaged learners." Groups will
meet three times during November and December, for two hours each
time. Interested participants can register online at www.gvsu.edu/cois by
Wednesday, October 18.
These campus-wide discussions focus on important aspects of liberal
education at GVSU. Created in 2003, the Dialogues on Liberal Education
serve to support and enhance the university's commitment to education
in the liberal tradition. These dialogues provide a venue for student, faculty, staff, and alumni to discuss the values of liberal education. Topical
Dialogues occur in the fall semester and are supported through the
Provost's Office and Integrative Learning.
continues on page 3
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Jean Martin
associate professor of nursing
Jean Martin, associate professor of nursing, plans to
celebrate her 60th birthday a little early.
Oh, and about 30,000 other people will join her.
Martin plans to run the Chicago Marathon on
October 22. It will be her first marathon; Martin
turns 60 in November.
"I thought it would be a good celebration," said
Martin, who is also director of the RN to BSN and
MSN programs for the Kirkhof College of Nursing.
Martin has been running for about 30 years but has
competed in just a few SK and lOK races. She said
her daughter talked her into entering the Chicago run.
"It's a very popular race," Martin said. "They get
about 30,000 to 40,000 people. Most people like it
because it's a flat course. My daughter will run, too,
so that makes it special."
She spent the last six months training for the race,

using the training plan
created online for participants in the Portland,
Oregon, marathon. Martin
said the plan has her running short distances during the week and gradually building to 18- and
20-mile runs on Sunday.
She runs in her Holland
neighborhood and has
used a computer program
that gauges road distance.

Jean Martin

"It's become the main event for me on Sunday," she
said.
Martin, who started teaching at Grand Valley in
1995, said the only goal she set for herself during the
race is to finish and "hopefully not come in last."
"I've never been a competitive runner. I just like to
run by myself; it's a great time for me to think and
plan," she said.
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What·s Ahead
Work Life sessions address
Medicare/Medicaid
A representative from the Area Agency on Aging
will discuss the differences between Medicaid
and Medicare during a session sponsored by
Work Life Connections.
Jo Murphy will lead a brown bag lunch discussion from noon- I p.m. on Wednesday, October
18, in the Kirkhof Center, room 142. Register
for the session online at www.gvsu.edu/worklife,
click on "Live and Learn Brown Bag Series."

Topics include the current political changes,
transportation, legal issues and cultural differences between the U.S. and Mexico. Speakers
include leading Mexican experts and senior officials from Mexico. The program runs November
2-3 in the DeVos Center.
For more information about either program, visit
www.vagtc.org or call x 16811.

Job fair moves to
Devos Place

Lunches for moms planned

To accommodate a record number of employers,
the Career Services fall job fair will be held in
the De Vos Place in Grand Rapids.

The Women's Center is sponsoring "Lunches
for Moms," informal gatherings that provide an
opportunity for women faculty and staff to share
helpful tips . The sessions are facilitated by Kate
Stoetzner, from the Padnos International Center.

More than 100 employers will be available to
discuss jobs and internships with students. The
fair runs from 2-6 p.m. on Thursday, October 19.

The group will next meet from noon- I p.m. on
Wednesday, October 18, in the Kirkhof Center,
room 161 . Meetings continue every other week.
For more information, call the Women's Center
at xl2748 .

VAGTC holds events on
free trade, Mexico
The Van Andel Global Trade Center is hosting
a pair of training events aimed at helping businesses in the area compete globally.
The program , "Basics of NAFTA," will help area
businesses understand the free trade agreement's
regulations and documentation. The event is
Thursday, October 19, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. in the
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences.
"Access Mexico" offers up-to-date information
on the current business environment in Mexico.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
Another set of dialogues is available by invitation
to faculty and students. It serves as a foundational dialogue on liberal education which introduces
scholars to core concepts surrounding liberal
learning through classical and contemporary
readings. Foundational Dialogues occur in the
winter semester, supported by the Liberal Studies
department and the Provost's Office.

CLAS to host
outstanding alumni
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
will host the 2006 Distinguished Alumni-inResidence celebration on Thursday and Friday,
October 19-20.
Six departments will host outstanding alumni
who will share their stories with current students and share insights with faculty.
They are Scott Abella, B.S. in natural resources
management, 2000; Pennie S. Alger, B.A. in
philosophy and public and nonprofit administra-

For more information, call x 13311. View the list
of participating employers online at www.gvsu.
edu/careers.

Professor lectures on
childhood obesity
Dawn Coe, assistant professor of movement
science, will lead an informal discussion about
childhood obesity and offer prevention tips for
parents.
Her presentation is part of the Work Life
Connection's Brown Bag Lunch Series; it's
scheduled from noon- I p.m. on Friday, October
20, in the De Vos Center, room 303C.
Coe will address strategies parents can implement at a time when many schools are cutting
physical education programs. Register online
at www.gvsu.edu/worklife, click on "Live and
Learn Brown Bag Series."

Prominent scholars
highlight history conference
"New Perspectives on War and Society" is the
focus of the 31st annual Great Lakes History
Conference, October 20-21, sponsored by Grand
Valley.
Two keynote speakers and faculty from teaching institutions across the country will present
their scholarship on war and its impact on social,
political, economic and cultural life.
Jonathan Shay will provide a keynote address on
medical and social responses to combat trauma
at 8 p.m., on Friday, October 20, in Loosemore
Auditorium in the DeVos Center. Shay is a
psychiatrist who has worked with the Veterans
Administration, U.S. Naval War College, and
the Office of Army Deputy Chief of Staff. His
research on psychological trauma in Vietnam veterans has been documented in his books, Achilles
in Vietnam: Combat Trauma and the Undoing
of Character and Odysseus in America: Combat
Trauma and the Trials of Homecoming.
Omer Bartov will provide an address on racial
war and extermination on Saturday, October 21,
at 12:30 p.m. in the Eberhard Center. Bartov is a
distinguished professor at Brown University who
has published extensively on the hi story of the
Holocaust and genocide studies, including The
Crimes of War: Guilt and Denial in the Twentieth
Century, Hitler's Army, and The Jew in Cinema:
From the Golem to Don't Touch My Holocaust.
For a complete conference schedule and registration form , visit www.gvsu.edu/history.
Conference registration is required. Admission is
free for Grand Valley faculty, staff and students.
For more information contact event co-chairs
Jason Crouthamel at xl2931 or Craig Benjamin
at x13469.

···-------------------------tion and B.S. in liberal studies, 2004; Barbara
(Kooiker) Bushman, B.S. in health science,
1991 ; Edward Cardenas, B.A. in international
relations, 1995; Ann Visser, B.S. in chemistry,
1997; and David L. Yonkman, B.A. in journalism, 1998.

Federal grant aids
TRiO program

fies and assists people from disadvantaged
backgrounds who have the potential to succeed
in higher education. The program provides
academic, career and financial aid counseling.
Staff members also serve high school dropouts
by helping prepare and encourage them to complete their education.

Family Fun Night

A U.S. Department of Education grant will help
a Grand Valley department continue its mission
of serving the area's middle, high school and
adult students who would be the first in their
families to attend college and who are from
low-income backgrounds.
Grand Valley's TRiO Educational Talent Search
received the four-year, $317,960 grant at a time
when nearly one in four national TRiO Talent
Search offices was not funded, said Director
Sarah Keranen-Lopez. The grant begins in the
2007-08 academic year.
One of Grand Valley's five TRiO programs,
the Educational Talent Search program identi-

Photo by Adam Bird

Participants at Family Fun Night enjoy activities at the Fieldhouse on October 10. The
event was sponsored by the Children's Center,
Family Housing and Women's Center.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Mon., Oct. 16
Noon: Hi story Colloquium. "Home, Health ,
Wealth, and Happiness: Reformers, Citizens,
and the Meaning of Home Ownership in
Interwar Detroit," by Matthew Daley. 2341
MAK. Call x 13298 for more information.
Noon : Voluntary Simplicity. 142 KC. Call
xl2257 for more information.
8 p.m.: Van Cliburn Medalist Concert Series
with Alexander Kobrin . LAT, PAC. Call
xl3484 for more information.

Tues., Oct. 17
Noon: Human Resources Excellence Series.
"Clear the Clutter From Your Mind and
Environment." 215/216 KC. Call xl2215 to
register.

142 KC. Call xl3197 for more information.
4 p.m. : Professionals of Color Lecture Series.
MCRI/Affirmative Action panel. Kirkhof
Center, Grand River Room. Call xl2177 for
more information.
8 p.m. : Guest Artist Series. Lawrence Stomberg,
cellist. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall ,
PAC. Call xl3484 for more information.

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club.
ll 7E DEV. Call x 17337 for information.
Noon : Biology/AWRI lecture. "Reflections from
the Field of a 2000 NRM Alumnus ," by Scott
R. Abella. 207 PAD. Call xl3749 for more
information.
Noon: Voluntary Simplicity. 142 KC. Call
x13441 for more information.

Wed., Oct. 18
3 p.m.: Biology/AWRI lecture. "Is it safe to
drink the water?" by Juli Dyble. LMC.

7:30 a. m.: Se idman Breakfast Series. "What
in the World is Going On?" by L. William
Seidman. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call
x 17100 for more information.

7 p.m.: The Art of Mathematics. LIT, 102 HRY.
Call x 12040 for more information.

11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Study Abroad Fair. Building C,
DEV. Call xl3898 for more information.

8 p.m.: Jazz Orchestra Concert. LAT, PAC. Call
x 13484 for more information.

11:30 a.m. : Venderbush Leadership Luncheon.
250 KC. Call x l 2345 for more information.

Fri., Oct. 20

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC.
Call xl2204 for more information.

Noon : Work Life Connections Brown Bag
Lunch. "Childhood Obesity." 303C DEV. Call
x 18011 to register.

Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag
Lunch. "Medicare vs. Medicaid. " 142 KC.
Call x 180 11 to register.
1 p.m.: GVSU Human Research Review session.

Dave Poortvliet, Institutional Marketing Web
manager, was interviewed by WOOD-AM for a
story about the Goggle/YouTube merger.

5 p.m.: Mexico Solidarity Network lecture.
"Border Issues and Immigrant Rights." 102
LIT. Call x 18020 for more information.
8 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference keynote.
"Just One Creature - Traumatic Stress Studies
Across the Disciplines ," by Jonathan Shay.

All Day: Michigan Dance Council Dance Day
with performance at 8 p.m. LAT, PAC. Call
x12548 for more information.
9 a.m.: GVSU Homecoming SK. Start at
Baseball Field. Call x 13360 to register.
10 a.m.-4 p.m.: National Chemistry Week event.
"Your Home , It 's All Built on Chemistry."
Lakes Mall, Muskegon . Call x 12267 for more
information.
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.: Vocal Class. Sherman Van
So Ike ma Recital Hall , PAC. Call x 13391 for
more information.
12:30 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference
keynote. "Eastern Europe as the Site of
Genocide," by Omer Bartov. EC. Call x 1293 I
for more information.
2 p.m.: Chamber Orchestra Concert. CDC. Call
x 13484 for more information.
5 p.m.: UClub Tailgater. Lubbers Stadium. Call
xl3590 for more information.

3 p.m.: Music Department Choral Concert. LAT,
PAC. Call xl3484 for more information.
3 p.m.: Artist Faculty Series. Grand Valley Brass.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl3484
for more information.
5 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. Steve Oosting and
Arlene Shrut. Sherman Van Solkema Recital
Hall, PAC. Call xl3484 for more information.

• ••

Politics and the Science Curriculum in America:
The Rise and Stumble of Intelligent Design,"
at the annual Canadian Society for Studies in
Education Conference in Toronto , Canada.

Sketches

Jim Penn , assistant professor of geography and planning, gave a joint presentation,
"A Comparison between Wild Populations
and Agroforestry Plantings of Moriche Palm
(Mauritia flexuo sa) in the Amazon Basin," at the
91 st Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society
of America in Memphis, Tennessee.

Roger Wilson , associate professor of education ,
gave a presentation, "The Intersection of Faith,

Steve Mattox, associate professor of geology,
gave a presentation, "How Gender and Race of

Jo Ann Litton , associate director of Financial
Aid, was a panelist interviewed by WGVU-TV
about fundin g for higher education.

Sat., Oct. 21

Sun., Oct. 22

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News

8 p.m.: Music Department Choral Concert. LAT,
PAC. Call xl3484 for more information.

Thurs., Oct. 19

1 p.m.: GVSU Human Research Review session .
303C DEV. Call xl3197 for information.

Noon : Women 's Center hosts Lunches for
Moms. 161 KC. Call xl2748 for information.

Loosemore Auditorium , DEV. Call xl2931
for more information.

Geologists are Portrayed in Introductory Physical
Geology Textbooks," at the Fifth GeoSciEd
Conference in Bayreuth, Germany.

Robert Beasecker, director of Special
Collections/University Archives , received the
Award of Merit from the Historical Society of
Michigan for his 2005 book, '/ Hope to Do My
Country Service': The Civil War Letters of John
Bennitt, M.D., Surgeon, 19th Michigan Infantry.
Steve Glass, professor of movement science, co-wrote a textbook, ACSM's Metabolic
Calculations Handbook, publi shed by
Lippincott-Williams and Wilkins .

