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Grand Valley installs electric vehicle charging stations
Individuals driving electric cars can now
charge on one Grand Valley campus and
recharge on another.
Grand Valley will install seven electric vehicle
charging stations on the Pew Grand Rapids and
Allendale campuses in November. Five dual
and two single charging stations will be
installed for a total of 12 charging locations.
A demonstration of how the charging station
works was held in front of the Kennedy Hall
of Engineering on November 16.
“Installation of these stations is in recognition
of the growing number of electric vehicles
on the road and highlights the university’s
ongoing commitment to sustainable
endeavors,” said Tim Thimmesch, assistant
vice president for Facilities Services. “We
anticipate that more faculty, staff and students
will acquire such vehicles in the future.”
Three more stations will be installed on the
Pew Grand Rapids Campus in the Seward

parking lot and garage,
and three stations will be
installed on the Allendale
Campus by the Fieldhouse
and Calder Arts Center.
The new charging stations
join the university’s first
station that was installed at
the Michigan Alternative and
Renewable Energy Center in
Muskegon in December.
Crews from Grandville-based
Excel Electric are doing the
installing. The ChargePoint
stations are provided by
ChargePoint America, a
regional effort led by the West
Michigan Strategic Alliance
and West Michigan Energy.
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Pictured is an electric vehicle charging station in front of Kennedy Hall
of Engineering.

Thimmesch said there will be no cost to
use a charging station and the stations will
eventually join a universal map of stations in

the U.S. “When all the stations are installed
at Grand Valley, you can go online or on the
ChargePoint iPhone app to see real-time data
about the charging stations, like where they
are and if a station is occupied,” he said.

Across Campus
United Way giving increases

The campaign report, to date, showed the following:

Grand Valley’s United Way campaign saw an increase in giving for 2011.
Campaign results were announced at the President’s Thank You
Breakfast in the Kirkhof Center November 16. Co-chairs Sue Sloop
and Steven Lipnicki thanked the United Way captains for their
hard work and leadership.

• 51.4 percent of employees gave a financial gift this year;
• 70.3 percent of employees returned a United Way pledge form;
• 3 percent increase in dollars collected: $161,541, up from $156,611
in 2010.
President Thomas J. Haas emphasized the value of the collaborative
spirit that is alive in West Michigan and how private/public
partnerships increase quality of life.
“Grand Valley’s partnership with United Way is a way of fulfilling one
of our obligations to the community,” said Haas. “I appreciate the effort
at Grand Valley since people give because they want to, not because
they have to.”

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

President Thomas J. Haas and United Way co-chair Steven Lipnicki address United
Way campus captains at a campaign thank you breakfast November 16.

Faculty and staff members participating in United Way’s Day of Caring
volunteered 84 hours within the community, and reading mentors
participated in the organization’s Schools of Hope, an in-school reading
tutor program that pairs at-risk students with volunteers. During the
Stuff the Bus campaign, students, faculty and staff members literally
stuffed a bus with school supplies and Grand Valley students donated
more than $378 for supplies.
Across Campus continues on page 2
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Across Campus
Study abroad programs rank in top 10

thousands of U.S. applications. The top 15 Refresh Ideas with the most
votes will be awarded the grant to make a difference in their communities.

Grand Valley is ranked
within the top 10
of institutions its
size in terms of the
number of students
who study abroad.

Pals volunteer coordinator Courtney Copus said the grant will provide
the group with materials to recruit and train competent mentors,
sports equipment to promote healthy lifestyles and opportunities
for children to participate in educational field trips.

The Institute of
International
Education released
statistics November 14
on international
students studying in
the U.S. and Americans
Carter Brown, far left, participated in a study abroad
who participate in
program in 2009 in India. Grand Valley is ranked
study abroad programs. within the top 10 of number of students who study
abroad.
Grand Valley was
ranked 10th among
master’s degree-granting institutions, with 658 students who studied
abroad in 2009-2010, the latest reporting year available. Last year,
Grand Valley was ranked 11th.
Grand Valley offers more than 4,000 study abroad opportunities for
students. Top destinations are Spain, United Kingdom, Italy, Australia
and China. Mark Schaub, executive director of the Padnos International
Center, said another trend is the number of students going to subSaharan Africa. In 2010-2011, 71 GVSU students traveled there.
To access IIE data, visit www.iie.org/opendoors.

Student group competes for
Pepsi Refresh Project grant
A student organization at Grand Valley was selected to compete for a
grant from the Pepsi Refresh Project.
Pals Student Mentors, a student organization that mentors at-risk children
in Grand Rapids, applied for the $10,000 grant and was chosen out of
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Founded at Grand Valley in 1992, students from Pals Student Mentors
have donated thousands of hours to mentoring hundreds of children
in Grand Rapids. More than 90 students have volunteered 1,390 hours
to 73 children in Grand Rapids so far this year.
Voting is open until November 30. People can vote for Pals Student
Mentors once per day at www.refresheverything.com/gvsupals
or text the numbers 109350 to 73774.
Learn more about Pals Student Mentors at www.gvsupals.com.

Grandparents, grandchildren
invited to campus in June
Grandparents and their grandchildren can live on campus, eat in the
dining hall and take classes at Grand Valley. It’s all part of G3 —
Grandparents, Grandkids, Grand Valley — a summer camp being
offered at Grand Valley from June 26-28.
G3 is designed for children ages 8-12. The three-day educational camp
includes hands-on learning sessions in areas like art, history, science,
mathematics, engineering, technology, and law enforcement, to name a
few. Class sessions are taught by Grand Valley faculty and staff members
and will be held during the day in the campus academic buildings.
In the evenings, families can choose from a variety of activities including
swimming, playing volleyball, using the climbing wall, watching
movies and playing games.
A graduation luncheon ceremony will be held on the final day of camp.
Families will spend three days and two nights on campus, sleeping in the
continues on page 3

GVFaces
Michael Ott, associate
professor of sociology
He’s been teaching sociology at Grand Valley
for more than a decade, but Michael Ott is
an expert in far more.
Ott, associate professor of sociology, has
written two books, has two more on the way,
and is an ordained minister in the United
Church of Christ. If that wasn’t enough, he
played baseball at the collegiate level and is a
first-degree black belt in Chi-Lung karate.
He joined Grand Valley’s faculty in 1999; prior
to that he spent 12 years as the pastor of a
church in Grand Rapids.
Ott’s books are Max Horkheimer’s Critical
Theory of Religion: The Meaning of Religion
in the Struggle for Human Emancipation and
The Future of Religion: Toward a Reconciled
Society. The latter is an edited compilation
of the best papers presented at a course that
Ott co-directs on the international level. The
“Future of Religion” course meets annually in
Dubrovnik, Croatia, and is coming up on its
36th year. He is working on another compilation
from the course with more recent content.
Before becoming a professor, Ott was ordained
as a minister in the United Church of Christ

Michael Ott

after earning a master’s degree in divinity from
Princeton Theological Seminary. He served
the church for 25 years.
Ott has been a lifelong participant in athletics.
He attended Western Michigan University on
a baseball scholarship; in his senior year, Ott
took a course in karate. Several years later, he
became active in training in Chi-Lung karate.
After 23 years of intense training, Ott earned a
black belt. Although he doesn’t have much time
to seriously train, Ott said he tries to keep up
with basic practice.
Currently, Ott is working on a book about
Walter Benjamin, a critical theorist. He enjoys
spending his free time with his grandchildren.
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What’s Ahead
Holiday weight
challenge begins

Hauenstein Center to
host Kennedy expert

Health and Wellness is hosting a weightmaintenance challenge aimed at keeping
faculty and staff members healthy
throughout the holidays.

Grand Valley’s Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies is hosting an expert
on President Kennedy who will shed light
on one of the most glamorous and storied
couples to ever live in the White House.

Duncan’s new book, John F. Kennedy: The
Burdens of Cold War Liberalism, will be
published next year.

Jason Duncan, an Aquinas College historian,
will speak about the highlights of Jacqueline
Kennedy’s memories of her life with JFK
in his presentation, “JFK through Jackie’s
Eyes.” He’ll also detail what she chose
to reveal and what to keep secret during
a series of interviews with Arthur M.
Schlesinger Jr. after Kennedy’s death.

Fireside Chats, hosted by the Women’s
Commission and the Women’s Center, strive
to bring diverse campus women together to
engage in intercultural education, while getting
to know each other and building relationships.

“Hold It For the Holidays” begins Monday,
November 21, and continues through January 7.
Registered participants who weigh in at the
program’s start and completion and maintain
their initial weight within two pounds will be
eligible for prizes.
For more information about Hold It For the
Holidays, visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness.
That program and others offered by Health
and Wellness helped Grand Valley earn the “Fit
Friendly Platinum Level” designation from the
American Heart Association. AHA’s Fit
Friendly program recognizes employers who
champion the health of their employees by
creating physical activity programs within
the workplace.

Duncan’s presentation is set for Tuesday,
November 22, at 7 p.m. at the Gerald R. Ford
Presidential Museum, 300 Pearl St. NW,
Grand Rapids. RSVP for the event online at
www.allpresidents.org and click on
“Upcoming Events.”
“Jason Duncan will get beneath the hype and
explore why the Kennedy mystique endures

by using the newly released interviews of
Jacqueline Kennedy as a springboard,” said
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center.

Fireside Chat scheduled

The next session is set for November 30,
noon, in the Kirkhof Center, room 1201. LGBT
Resource Center staff members will present
“Privilege: What It Is, How It Manifests, and
How to Use It to Create Change.” Participants
are encouraged to bring their lunches.
RSVP for the Fireside Chat by sending an email
to the Women’s Center at womenctr@gvsu.edu
with “Fireside Chats” in the subject line.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
living center apartments and eating in the common dining halls along
with college students and others on campus.
“This type of summer camp is a growing trend in universities,” said Karen
Meyers, director of the Regional Math and Science Center. “The camp
provides a great opportunity for generations to connect on neutral
territory and share memorable experiences. The goal is to offer
educational experiences and activities that will strengthen the bond
between generations and facilitate creating many positive memories
together.”
G3 is sponsored by Grand Valley’s Regional Math and Science Center and
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. More information is available at
www.gvsu.edu/g3 or by calling the Regional Math and Science Center
at x12267.

New Music Ensemble returns
from week-long tour
The Grand Valley
New Music
Ensemble, directed
by associate
professor Bill Ryan,
embarked on its
first, week-long
tour. Assistant
professor Jonathan
Nichol, joined the
student ensemble
on saxophone.

“I wanted to give the students a taste of what it’s like to be on the road,
performing every night in a different city,” Ryan said. “Since many
of these students want to make a career out of performing, it only
makes sense to give them exposure to what this kind of life is like.”

Student receives UICA award
A Grand Valley student received the
Junior Maven Award by the “Women + the
Arts” committee of the Urban Institute of
Contemporary Arts. Previous Mavens have
included Kate Pew Wolters and Linda LaFontsee.
The award was presented to Amber Stout on
October 26, during the “Women + the Arts”
luncheon. A native of Grand Rapids, Stout
will graduate from Grand Valley in April
with a bachelor’s degree in art and design
and a minor in non-profit administration.
The award committee is made up of local
Amber Stout
arts advocates who nominate innovative
women who embody the spirit of arts,
advocate and share their creative vision and wisdom to make the
community a better place. The actual award is a unique jewelry
design created by a local artist. Stout’s award was created by
Renee Zettle-Sterling, associate professor of art and design.
Stout currently works as a student web and graphics designer with the
Community Research Institute, in the Johnson Center for Philanthropy.

Subscribe to GVNow alerts, Twitter
Members of the New Music Ensemble recently returned
from their first week-long tour.

They performed a
program of music with Michigan connections composed within the past
10 years, including the premiere of Grand Valley student Daniel Rhode’s
work “Flickering Pixels,” for ensemble, electronics, and video projection.
The tour made stops at Shenandoah University (Winchester, Virginia),
Mobtown Modern’s Music Series (Baltimore, Maryland), the Atlas
Performing Arts Center (Washington, D.C.) and the Settlement School
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). The ensemble also took part in panel
discussions, and lead a workshop on improvisation in 21st Century
Classical Music.

Keep up with campus news by subscribing to GVNow, Grand Valley’s
daily news website produced by News and Information Services, and
following Grand Valley’s news account on Twitter.
Each day new stories are added to GVNow, subscribers will receive
an email with news headlines and links. Visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow
and click on “News Alerts” to subscribe.
In addition to news, the Twitter account provides live event coverage
at large campus events. Visit www.twitter.com/GV_Now to follow
and click on “News Alerts” at the bottom of the page to subscribe.
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General Events

Noon: Health and Wellness Divorce Recovery
Group. 2264 KC. Call x12215 for more
information.

Mon., Nov. 21
2 p.m.: Excellence Series: “Crucial
Conversations: Tips for Talking When
Stakes are High,” by Sean Huddleston.
2270 KC. Register online at www.gvsu.edu/
seminar.

Tues., Nov. 22
10 a.m.-3 p.m..: Pew Campus Blood Drive.
145C DEV.

Sports
Tues., Nov. 22

Wed., Nov. 23
Noon- 2 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts
Wellness Wednesdays. 1142 KC. Call x12215
for more information.
Noon: Sustainability Lunch and Learn Series:
“Wind Power: Energy Basics.” RSVP by
calling x16900.

7 p.m.: Women’s Basketball hosts Aquinas
College.

Sat., Nov. 26
7 p.m.: Men’s Basketball host Marygrove
College.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Jeffrey Potteiger, dean of Graduate Studies,
was interviewed by the Detroit Free Press for a
story about strength training.
William Crawley, associate dean of the College
of Community and Public Service, and John
P. Walsh, assistant professor of criminal
justice, were interviewed by the Grand Rapids
Press for a story about prison population.
Paul Isely, professor and chair of economics,
was interviewed by WOOD-TV for a story
about how the European economy affects
the U.S. economy.
Erika King, professor of political science, was
interviewed by WOOD-AM for a story about
GOP presidential candidate Mitt Romney.

Sketches
Scott Stabler, associate professor of history,
gave a presentation, “Atlantic Slavery: Lost in
Translation,” at the Colonial and Contemporary
Exchanges Conference at Stanford University.
James Krikke, instrument lab manager for
chemistry, was elected chair-elect of the
Western Michigan Chapter of the American
Chemical Society.
Paul J. Reitemeier, chair of the Human
Research Review Committee, and Jon Jellema,
associate provost for Academic Affairs,
wrote Grand Valley’s response to the federal
government’s Advance Notice of Proposed
New Rule Making issued by the DHHS
Office of Human Research Protections.
Danielle DeMuth, assistant professor
of Women and Gender Studies, gave
presentations, “Collaborating to Develop ShortTerm Faculty-Led Feminist Study Abroad
Experiences” and “Beyond the Classroom
Walls: Civic Engagement in Women’s
Studies,” at the National Women’s Studies
Association Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.
Prince Anyalebechi, professor of engineering,
wrote an article, “Effect of Process Route on
the Structure, Tensile, and Fatigue Properties
of Aluminum Alloy Automotive Steering

Knuckles,” published in International
Foundry Research.
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, will
serve as adjudicator at the 2012 Indiana
Community Theatre League state drama
festival in Indianapolis.
Steve Mattox, professor of geology, gave
presentations, “Successes and Challenges of
Establishing a Statewide Credit-By-Exam
High School Geology Course in Michigan”
and “Implementing Long-Term Professional
Development For Urban Earth Science
Teachers,” at the national meeting of
the Geological Society of America.
Jason Crouthamel, associate professor of
history, wrote an article, “Cross-Dressing for
the Fatherland: Sexual Humor, Masculinity
and German Soldiers in the First World
War,” published in First World War Studies.
Ranelle Brew, assistant professor of
allied health sciences, gave a presentation,
“Innovative Strategies and Programs in School
Health,” at the American Public Health
Association Conference in Washington, D.C.
Milun J Rakovic, associate professor of
physics, wrote an article, “A Charged Particle
Interacting with a Stationary Magnetic
Monopole: Quantum Mechanics Based on the
Kinetic Momentum Operators,” published
in the Journal of Physics A: Mathematical
and Theoretical.
Tim Selgo, director of Intercollegiate
Athletics, gave a presentation, “Perspectives
on Success: Coaching and Athletic
Administration,” at the Michigan Association
for Health, Physical Education, Recreation,
and Dance Annual State Convention.
Rick Albrecht, professor of movement science,
gave a presentation, “Myths, Misconceptions,
and Mistakes: Reconsidering Many of the
Lessons Our Coaches Taught Us,” at the
Michigan Association for Health, Physical
Education, Recreation, and Dance Annual State
Convention.
Amy Russell, assistant professor of biology,
gave a presentation, “Genetic Demography

of Pteronotus Parnellii Reveals Historic
Isolation of Island Populations,” at the
North American Society for Bat Research
Conference in Toronto, Canada.
Linda Masselink, senior librarian at the
Steelcase Library, received the Grand Valley
Alumni Service Award and was named
Michigan Library Association Librarian of
the Year for 2011.
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology, co-wrote
an article, “Perceived and Capitalization
Support are Substantially Similar: Implications
for Social Support Theory,” published in
Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin.
A. Scott Rood, assistant professor of hospitality
and tourism management, was named
president-elect of the Resort and Commercial
Recreation Association during the association’s
annual conference in Farmington, Pennsylvania.
He also gave a presentation, “Service Gap
Analysis: Comparing SERVQUAL Customers
and IPA Mystery Shoppers,” and received
RCRA’s Outstanding Professor award.
Karen Zivi, assistant professor of political
science and honors, wrote a book, Making
Rights Claims: A Practice of Democratic
Citizenship, published by Oxford University
Press.
Rick Rediske, senior research scientist at the
Annis Water Resources Institute, received
a grant from the West Michigan Shoreline
Regional Development Commission for a
project, “Muskegon Lake AOC Mill Debris
and Hydrologic Reconnection Design to
Remove Fish and Wildlife Related BUIs.”
Karen Meyers, director of the Regional Math
and Science Center, received a grant from
the Michigan Department of Education for
the center’s 2011-2012 program. Meyers also
received a grant from the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration for the
GLOBE Teacher Workshop program.
Richard Stoelzel, professor of music,
performed on trumpet with the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and with international
trumpet virtuoso Chris Botti.

