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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Prominent T.S. Eliot scholar to speak at Grand Valley
T.S. Eliot is by many counts the most celebrated English-language poet of the 20th century.
He is the only poet Time magazine included in
its li st of the 100 most important people of the
20th century.
To Ben Lockerd, president of the international
T.S. Eliot Society and professor of English,
it's clear: "He's one of the greatest - and in
many people's estimation, the greatest - poet
writing in the 20th century."
Grand Valley will present a lecture by author
and scholar Ronald Schuchard of Emory
University, one of the world's foremost authorities on Eliot. Schuchard's lecture will focus on
the many ways that Eliot has been read, with the
suggestion that Eliot may also be considered a
great love poet. The event, Thursday, November
4, begins at 7 p.m. at Loosemore Auditorium in
the DeVos Center. The lecture is part of Grand

Valley's Fall Arts
Celebration; it is
open to the public and free, and
will be followed
by a reception.
For more information, call
x12180.

for professional scholars" and "a treasure trove
of information about Eliot's life and art." Eliot's
wife, Valerie Eliot, chose Schuchard to edit two
of her late husband's important unpublished
lectures, which were published under the title
Varieties of Metaphysical Poetry. Schuchard
has also produced scholarly studies on W.B.
Yeats and other modern poets.

Schuchard, a
professor of
English, is
author of Eliot's

Dark Angel

The Fall Arts Celebration
(Oxford
features Ronald Schuchard
University Press, on November 4.
1999), which
won the Robert Penn Warren-Cleanth Brooks
Award for Outstanding Literary Criticism, and
is hailed by literary critics as "essential reading

Lockerd, who this year became president of the
T.S . Eliot Society and in 1998 published a
book, Aethereal Rumours, on Eliot's writings,
noted that Grand Rapids is well-suited for having an event on Eliot. He said the West
Michigan area is home to a number of members of the T.S. Eliot Society, a St. Louis-based
organization with members from 20 countries.
The local interest may be attributed in part to

see 'Eliot 's' on page 3

···-------------------------Across Campus
Grand Valley remembers friend
and donor Clare Jarecki
Longtime Grand Valley benefactor Clare F. Jarecki died on October 21.
Jarecki was the founder of the former Jarecki Machine and Tool
Company in Grand Rapids, was a member of the Advisory Cabinet of
the Grand Valley University Foundation, the Grand Valley State Hall of
Fame and the
Honorary
Executive
Cabinet of the
campaign for
the CookDe Vos Center
for Health
Sciences.
His generosity
and leadership
with GVSU
directly benefited the Keller
File photo
Engineering
Clare Jarecki is congratulated by Rich DeVos and
Laboratories
President Mark A. Murray at the 2002 Grand Valley
building, where University Foundation Enrichment Dinner.
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STATE UNIVERSITY

a Design Bay bears his name, and the Cook-DeVos Center for Health
Sciences, where the Clare F. Jarecki Grand Staircase is a central feature.
"Clare will be missed," said President Mark A. Murray. "He was a
remarkable entrepreneur, an industrialist and supporter of many fine
institutions of higher education. Clare made an indelible impact on some
of Grand Valley 's most important offerings to the community, in engineering and in health. Clare was a very good man and we will miss him."

Gracki will step down
from administrative post
Associate Vice President John Gracki will step down from his administrative position at the end of fall semester to begin a phased retirement.
He will return to the faculty as professor of chemistry, teaching part-time
each semester, beginning in the winter.
Provost Gayle Davis said: "John has clearly been a key figure in helping
this small-college-turned-university grow and flourish. The university is
grateful for his dedicated work."
Gracki joined Grand Valley 34 years ago. He was a faculty member for

continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

Pat Smith, University Counsel; Scott Richardson, Human Resources ;
Marlene Kowlaski-Braun, Women's Center; Mark Schaub, Padnos
International Center; Barbara Palombi, Counseling Center; and Ginger
Randall, Bart Merkle and Diana Pace, Dean of Students Office.

'

14 years, then assistant and acting dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences (1974-78), acting dean of Continuing Education (1978-79), and
assistant then associate vice president for Academic Affairs (1978-present). He also served as interim provost in 2001-02

The team is working on a recommendation to submit to President Mark
Murray regarding the position of affirmative action officer.

Grand Valley receives
Chamber of Commerce award

Registrar replaces student ID numbers
New student records are now assigned a system-generated nine-digit number to be used as the student's identification number. This replaces the use
of a student's Social Security number.

The Grand Rapids
Area Chamber of
CommerceMinority Business
Council selected
Grand Valley to
receive its
Corporation of the
Year Award. Grand
Valley is the first
nonprofit organization to receive the
award.

For records created before November 1, which includes existing students
and applicants, the Registrar's Office will continue to use a student's
Social Security number as his student ID number. These students can
request a system-generated number by visiting one of the Student
Assistance Centers and presenting a valid picture ID.

Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick

Vice President for Finance and Administration Tim
Schad accepts the award on behalf of Grand Valley.

The chamber honored Grand Valley
for its dedication to ensuring minority vendors and suppliers are given
equal opportunities to do business with the university, and for freely sharing its discoveries with others.

Todd Patterson, ELS center director, said five students will take classes at
the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences. The students are from Korea,
Mexico and Peru. Classes run for four weeks and are divided into intensive and semi-intensive programs.

Affirmative Action Web site goes live

Most students will stay in Winter Hall at the Pew Campus. Patterson is
trying to arrange homestays for families who would like to host a student.

A new university Web site devoted to diversity and affirmative action can
now be accessed at www.gvsu.edu/affirmative.

"If there are staff members who would like to participate, that would be
ideal. It would help the students become more familiar with campus," he
said. Families who participate will receive a stipend. Patterson also suggested students, faculty and staff members contact him if they would like
a language conversation partner. "It would be ideal for someone who is
planning a study abroad trip," he said.

The site has links to Grand Valley policies, contact information, how to
file a complaint and where to go for help. Pat Oldt, vice president for
Planning and Equity and interim affirmative action officer, said the site is
a good resource for anyone who needs information or help.
Team members are listed on the Web site. Along with Oldt, they are
Oliver Wilson, Multicultural Affairs; Linda Yuhas, Human Resources ; Milt
Ford, gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender resources; Barbara Bergers,
Public Safety; Kathleen Vanderveen, Disability Services and Programs;
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every Monday
when classes are in session and biweekly
during the summer. The submission deadline is
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to
Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu .
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331 -2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at

The first group of foreign students to enroll in Grand Valley 's ELS
Language Center will arrive in mid-November.
The university formed a partnership last year with ELS to host a language
center. ELS was established in 1961 to teach English skills to non-English
speakers; there are more than 80 centers worldwide.

The award was presented at the annual Minority Business Celebration
luncheon on October 12 at the Frederik Meijer Gardens. Director of
Purchasing Ester Bums established Grand Valley 's Supplier Diversity
Procurement Program, which was lauded by the chamber.

FORUM

ELS Language Center prepares
for first group of students

The ELS staff also includes two Grand Valley alumni: Shelly Page, academic director; and Sarah Wiedyk, registrar. Patterson can be contacted at
x15720 or at tpatterson@els.edu.

···---------------------------

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
James P. Dunn, associate professor of biology,
received a grant from the Wildlife Program of the
Michigan DNR to study the factors that influence
the metapopulation dynamics of the federally
endangered Kamer Blue Butterfly in Michigan.

lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

Paul J. Reitemeier, visiting associate professor of
philosophy, gave a workshop for health professionals, titled "Integrity Preserving Compromise in End
of Life Decision Making," at Grand Rapids
Community College. He also gave a presentation,
"Moral Complexities in Abortion Decisions," at
Christ Community Church in Spring Lake.

GVNOW

Dana M. Munk, assistant professor of movement
science, presented a poster, titled "Children's
Perceptions of Fitness," at the Association for the
Advancement of Applied Psychology National
Conference in Minneapolis.

www.gvsu.edu/online/forurn/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-

Accounting faculty members Steve Goldberg and
Joe Godwin co-authored a book review, titled
"Sarbanes-Oxley Guidance," published in the
Journal of Corporate Accounting & Finance.
Hugh Jack, associate professor of engineering,
presented papers, "Teaching Management Skills
Through Course Projects," and "Addressing Industry
Concerns in Controls and Automation Courses for
Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineers," at the
Integrating Practice into Engineering Education
conference in Dearborn.
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annis Water
Resources Institute, co-authored an article, titled
"Spatial Scale and Abundance Patterns of Large Fish
Communities in Freshwater Marshes of the Florida
Everglades," published in Wetlands.

continued on page 4
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What's Ahead
Arts at Noon Series presents
saxophone quartet
The Arts at Noon Series presents the PRISM Saxophone Quartet, regarded
as one of America's foremost chamber ensembles, in a free noontime
concert on Thursday, November 4, in the Cook-DeWitt Center.

PRISM presents the saxophone as a concert instrument while embracing
its rich history in jazz and popular music. Chosen by Musical America as
"Outstanding Young Artists" and winners of the prestigious Fischoff
Chamber Music Competition, PRISM musicians have performed on
"Entertainment Tonight," National Public Radio, and in Alice Tully Hall
with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center.

Careerfest planned at Pew Campus
Career Services is sponsoring its annual CareerFest on Thursday,
November 4, from 3-7 p.m. in the Eberhard Center.
Nearly 100 employers will be represented, including those in the business,
criminal justice, science and technology fields. For more information, call
x13311.

Lecture series will focus
on race in higher education
An expert on the challenges of cultural diversity will lead a discussion
during a Professionals of Color Lecture Series this week.
D. John Lee, psychologist and member of Michigan State University's MultiEthnic Counseling Center Alliance, will address "A Fish Out of Water: The
Dynamics of Culture and Race in Higher Education" on Thursday,
November 4, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Grand River Room of Kirkhof

Center. Lee's lecture is sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Affairs.
Lee has taught psychology at Tabor and Calvin colleges and has been a
consultant to more than 100 colleges, universities and businesses.

Interfaith dialogue is aim of
daylong conference
The similarities and differences between Jewish and Christian theologies
will be the topic explored at this year's daylong conference sponsored by
the West Shore Committee for Jewish/Christian Dialogue and the West
Michigan Consortium of Academic Institutions. The public is welcome,
free of charge, to join the discussions with prominent theologians, local
clergy, and members of area communities.
"Jewish and Christian Mysticism: Convergences and Divergences" will be
held from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. on Wednesday, November 10, at the Eberhard Center.
Keynote speakers are religious historians Arthur Green , professor of
Jewish Thought at Brandeis University, and Bernard McGinn, professor of
Historical Theology and History of Christianity at the University of
Chicago Divinity School. The theologians will examine aspects of Biblical
history and interpretation. A panel discussion with area scholars and practitioners begins at 3:30 p.m. The conference will conclude with a conversation with both men on "The Song of Songs," from 7-9 p.m. For a complete schedule, see www.jewishchristiandialogue.org.
This is the third academic conference sponsored by the West Michigan
Consortium of Academic Institutions, an ongoing collaboration among
Aquinas College, Calvin College, Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand
Valley, Hope College, and Western Theological Seminary.
For more information or to register, see www.jewishchristiandialogue.org
or call x12119.

Bard-to-Go will hold special performance
Bard-to-Go, one of the highlights of Grand Valley's annual Shakespeare
Festival, has given more than 4,000 Michigan schoolchildren an opportunity to experience Shakespeare's plays. Now it's our turn.
A free performance of the popular touring show will be held on
Saturday, November 6, at the Loosemore Auditorium in the DeVos
Center. The show begins at 2 p.m. Reservations are not required.
Bard-to-Go, now in its fourth year, is a SO-minute collage of scenes
from some of Shakespeare's most famous works. This year's company is
comprised of six student actors and a student stage manager led by associate theater professor Karen Libman.
The 2004 Bard-to-Go production, Lovestruck, features entertaining, recognizable characters in various scenes from Shakespearean plays on the
theme of love, including A Midsummer Night 's Dream, The Merchant of
Venice, The Tempest, Taming of the Shrew, and Hamlet. The result is a
rollicking and engaging introduction to Shakespeare for 21st century
teenagers.

the possibilities of the play," said Libman.

"We're taking off the kid gloves and jumping right in to the richness of
the comedy, the fullness of the tragedy, the delight of the language, and

Students performed the play before more than 1,200 students at seven
high schools this year.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Performing a scene from the touring Shakespeare show,
"lovestruck," are, left to right, Matt Bryant, Megan Johnson and Ken
Phelps.

Eliot's appeal goes worldwide; new societies in Japan and Korea
continued from page 1
Eliot's social conservatism in his later years, said Lockerd. Worldwide,
however, Eliot's appeal also seems to grow, as evidenced by new Eliot
societies in places like Japan and Korea. "Eliot's fame is worldwide,"
Lockerd said. "The awareness of his greatness has, if anything, increased
over time."

T.S. Eliot (1888-1965), was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, educated at
Harvard, and settled in England, eventually becoming a British citizen. He published his most famous poem, 'The Waste Land," in 1922. The poem - called
"cubist" because of its fragmented style - shocked the world and is considered
difficult to read, but it is still widely read and appreciated, said Lockerd. Another
poem known to Eliot readers is 'The Four Quartets," published in 1943. Eliot
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1948.
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General Events
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Tues., Nov. 2
10 a.m.-12 noon: FTLC workshop: Creating and
Modifying Tests on Blackboard. 111 HRY.
Call xl3498 for more information.
12 noon-I p.m.: Women's Commission meeting.
104 KC. Call xl2748 for information.
12:45-2:30 p.m.: East Asian Studies, Political
Science Department lecture: Grasping the
Bird's Tail presented by Glenda Quarnstrom.
215 KC. Call xl2020 for more information.

Wed., Nov. 3
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.: Regional Math and Science workshop: National Energy Education Development.
250 KC. Call xl2267 for more information.
9 a.m.-12 noon: Continuing Education workshop: Crisis Communications and Media
Relations presented by Susan Nemes. l 19E
DEV. Call xl7180 for more information.
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. KC. Call
xl2204 for more information.

Thurs., Nov. 4
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series: PRISM
Saxophone Quartet. CDC. Call x 13484 for
more information.

5:30 p.m. : Professionals of Color Lecture Series:
The Dynamics of Culture and Race in Higher
Education presented by Dr. D. John Lee. 250
KC. Call x 12177 for more information.
5:30-7 p.m.: Counseling and Career
Development seminar: Don't Let Your Work
Kill You. 204 STU. Call xl3266 for more
information.
7 p.m. : Fall Arts Celebration Academic Lecture
by Ronald Schuchard. Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call xl2180 for more information.

continued from page 2
Steve L. Robbins, assistant professor of liberal
studies, gave the keynote address to kickoff
Kalamazoo's first annual Summit on Racism,
and was the speaker for a community forum on
"Race, Inclusion and Education" in Whitefish
Bay, Wisconsin.
Amy Masko, assistant professor of English, presented a paper, titled "Urban Children's
Experiences and Teachers' Pedagogical
Approaches: When It's About Race, Do Adults
Care?" at the 11th annual conference of the
American Association of Teaching and
Curriculum in Portland.
Charles Pazdernik, assistant professor of
Classics, gave a presentation, titled '"Blessed are
the Meek': Dependence, Submission, and
Servitude in Later Roman Government," at Calvin
College.
Hans Dulimarta, assistant professor of computing and information systems, gave a presentation, titled "An Approach to Teaching Object-

9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: University Club Tailgater:
Bash at the Big House. University of
Michigan Football Stadium, Ann Arbor. Call
xl3590 for more information.
2 p.m. : Shakespeare Festival's Bard to Go.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x12300
for more information.

Mon., Nov. 8
1 p.m. : Human Resources Excellence Series
workshop: Problem Solving for Leaders. 215
KC. Call x12215 for more information.

Fri., Nov. 5
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Call xl2204 for
more information.
8:30 a.m .-4 p.m. : Counseling and Career
Development Center seminar: White Racial
Identity - Then and Now presented by Janet
E. Helms. AH. Call x13266 for more information.
11 a.m.-12 noon: Padnos International Center
lecture: State of Higher Education and
Students in Iraq presented by Fawzi Abbas,
visiting scholar from Bhagdad. 215 KC. Call
xl3898 for information.
8 p.m.: Hauenstein Center for Presidential
Studies Lecture: Theodore Roosevelt: Energy,
Courage, and Vision presented by John
"Chuck" Chalberg. Reservations required.
Gerald R. Ford Museum Auditorium. Call
x12770 for more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches

Sat., Nov. 6

Sports
Sports Hotline: 616-331-3800
Game times subject to change.

Thurs., Nov. 4
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Lake Superior State
University.

Fri., Nov. 5
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Northern Michigan
University.

Sat., Nov. 6
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Michigan Technological
University.

···---------------------------

Oriented Design in CS2," at the CCSW-MidWest
Conference in Kalamazoo.
Sue Votsch, collection coordinator, gave a presentation on the FERPA laws and the collection process
at the Professional Development Conference in
Naples, Florida. She also gave a presentation at the
PDG Conference held in Lake Tahoe, Nevada.
Richard Stoelzel, associate professor of music,
recently gave a series of master classes and recitals
at the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing,
China. The programs featured works from his new
solo compact disc, "Born to be Mild."
Gordon J. Alderink, associate professor of
physical therapy, chaired the research session for
the Annual Meeting of the Michigan Physical
Therapy Association held at CHS. He also gave
a presentation, "Three-Dimensional Gait
Analysis: Implications and Applications for
Sports Pathology," at Mary Free Bed Hospital &
Rehabilitation Center.

Mathematics faculty members Esther Billings,
Karen Novotny, Steve Schlicker and Akalu

Tefera co-authored an article, "Enhancing Core
Mathematics," published in Problems,
Resources, and Issues in Mathematics
Undergraduate Studies.
Douglas G. McKenzie, associate professor of
criminal justice, presented a paper, titled "School
Violence and School Safety in a New Era:
Children as Targets of Terrorism," at the
Midwestern Criminal Justice Association Annual
Meeting in Chicago.
James Houston, professor of criminal justice,
presented a paper, titled, "Quality Corrections,"
at the Sixth Bienniel Conference on Criminal
Justice and Policing in Eastern and Central
Europe. He also chaired a panel.
Deborah L. Sumner, assistant professor of
English conducted three workshops about raising
student achievement and assessing writing skills
at the Ottawa Area Intermediate School District.
She also presented a paper, titled "Career
Portraits: Learning How To Swim In Urban
Whitewater," at the Department of English
Scholar's Colloquia Series.

