






It was a few blocks away and I 
steadil y got better." 

As a freshman at North 
Carolina State, he landed a job 
in the university game room. 
He was able to put in a lot of 
playing time and was soon one 
of the top 10 players on campus. 

In 1981, after his freshman 
year, McBane decided to invest 
in a cue. He had one custom­
made in Colorado for $350. "It 
was made by Bill Stroud, who is 
now one of the most influential 
makers - probably one of the 
top five cue makers," he said. 
"Stroud has had cues displayed 
at the Smithsonian, so my cue 
is now probably 

a guest columnist for Bob Jewett 
in Billiards Digest. His article, 
"Newton on the Ball: The 
flaws of the 90-degree rule," 
explained how the Newton 
Diagrnm (after Sir Isaac) used in 
molecular collision experiments 
could be used to help figure out 
how the cue and object balls 
would react and behave during 
their collisions. 

That begs the question: does 
being a chemist help him play 
the game better? 

"Most good pool players 
know squat about physics 
and it doesn't hurt them at 
all," McBane said. "There are 

a fair number of 
worth $2,000." 

By his 
senior year, 
McBane was a 
regular winner 
of campus 
tournaments. 
He continued 
to play as a 
graduate student 
at Cornell. The 
Association of 
College Unions 
International 

"Most good 
pool players 
know squat 
about 
physics and 
it doesn't 
hurt them at 

players who do 
know physics and 
find it interesting 
to think about it 
and make little 
conclusions about 
what happens on 
the pool table. Does 
it help them play 
better? Marginally." 

The key for 
most players, 
including McBane, 
is "controlling the 
cue ball for your 

a 11. .. " 
sponsors a 
national pocket billiards 
competition each year. In 1986, 
McBane won the ACUI campus 
qualifying tournament and 
regional competition, making 
him one of 16 players invited 
to the national championship 
where he placed 10th. 

In 2001, when he arrived at 
Grand Valley, McBane served as 

next shot." He said depending 
on which billiard game he's 
playing, he maps out at least 
three shots ahead, if not the 
whole game. "The goal is to 
make the object ball and get the 
cue ball somewhere productive," 
he said. 

McBane is connected to 
an interest group he found 

online that 
plays near 
Toronto. 
They hold 
an occasional 
informal 
tournament and 
the winner is given 
the title Great White 
North Non-Gender­
Specific Royalty of the Hill. 
(It used to be called the Great 
White North King of the Hill 
tournament until a woman 
won the competition.) McBane 
currently holds the title. 

As with any sport or 
competition, one tends to size­
up their opponents. McBane 
said sometimes people are 
surprised to find out that he 
plays pool. "I'm such a generic, 
basic, nice guy," McBane said. 
"It's kind of fun to have a skill in 
an activity that has something of 
a seedy reputation." 

McBane said while he loves 
the game, he doesn't plan 
on owning a pool table. "I've 
never really had room for one," 
he said. "But even if I did, 
practicing isn't as much fun as 
playing. Part of the excitement 
for me is to walk into a place 
where I don't know anybody, 
find a game, and see how I can do." 

photos by Bernad ine Carey-Tucker 

(first picture) McBane makes the 
three-ba ll ... 
(second picture) leaving the cue 
ball in pos it ion for an easy shot on 
the four. 
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