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Build a better business: H. James Williams, dean of the Seidman College of Business, presents the first-place check at last year's Business Plan Competition.

Prizes reach $5,000 for Business Plan Competition
----------------- Deadline to sign up approaching -----------------

By Kendal Pektas
6VL Staff Writer

S
tudents with great and inter
esting business ideas can win 
up to $5,000 in the fifth annual 
Business Plan Competition 
this spring.

The competition, put on by the 
Grand Valley State University Center 
for Entrepreneurship & Innovation at 
the Seidman College of Business, asks 
students to submit an official business 
plan outline for potential companies. 
Throughout the competition process, 
students will be put in real-world situa
tions as they learn what it takes to suc
cessfully launch a new business.

Registration is free,and the deadline 
to sign up is Nov. 21. The competition 
date is March 29.

‘The Business Plan Competition 
serves to stimulate and nourish the 
entrepreneurial spirit at Grand Valley 
State University,” said Shorouq Al- 
mallah, CEI operations manager. “In 
particular, the competition seeks to 
encourage entrepreneurially-oriented

students to develop and grow new ven
tures based on their own ideas.”

Partaking students will develop crit
ical skills like evaluating opportuni
ties, creating marketing plans, prepar
ing financials and pitching to investors. 
They will also have networking oppor
tunities with faculty, business leaders 
and investors as they share ideas and 
strategies. The competition is open to 
students of all majors as long as they 
have a sturdy business idea at hand.

“A lot of the people who compete 
are in liberal studies, psychology, sci
ence majors, etc.,” said Adam Ingra
ham, a CEI graduate assistant. “You do 
not have to be a business major. Really, 
anyone can have an idea, which is the 
beauty of it.”

Winners will be selected by a panel of 
judges, who have yet to be determined. 
These judges will then narrow down the 
top four business plans, and those win
ners will receive cash prizes. The third 
place winner will receive $1,500, sec
ond place will receive $3,000 and first 
place will receive $5,000.

Additionally, the winner of the So
cial Media “Buzz” award wins $500.

Students are encouraged to use this 
money as seed capital for their busi
nesses.

“Drafting a plan forces students to 
strategically analyze their business; 
therefore, after completion of a plan, 
we feel confident that students have 
gone through the preliminary steps in 
validating their proposition,” said Aus
tin Dean, a graduate assistant. “Wheth
er you are pitching an idea or watching 
new ideas be expressed, you can’t help 
but be excited about where innovative 
minds are leading us, and the quality of 
students that are coming out of Grand 
Valley.”

The competition is funded by the 
CEI along with local sponsors.

“Grand Valley has made it a priority 
to be a premiere institution, and man
agement here at the university under
stands that innovation powers growth, 
and that success is contagious,” Dean 
said. “The BPC is a way of empower
ing our students.”

For complete registration rules and 
guidelines, visit www.gvsu.edu/cei.

kpektas @ lanthorn .com
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Last-minute
Halloween costumes
By Haley Otman
GVL Laker Life Editor

The top-searched Halloween topic on Google is 
“costumes," but many college students lack the 
funds to purchase fully-made get-ups from Hal
loween superstores. So what's a Grand Valley 
State University student to do at the last min
ute, sans funds and time?

Stereotypical 
tourist
Borrow a cheesy 
Hawaiian-print shirt 
from your dad and 
carry around a cam
era (necessary on Hal
loween anyway) and 
large maps from the 
dollar store. Add a big 
hat and sunglasses if 
you have them, or just 
bring a towel in a duf
fel bag.

Nudist on strike
Use the free printing on campus to type up a 
sign to hang around your neck, and then sport 
it with any outfit you like. Take advantage of 
your costume choice to actually dress for the 
weather, and make fun of your friends in their 
skin-baring costumes.

Wear your pajamas and pick up a cheap paci
fier from the store on your way home from class. 
Super easy.

Email your Halloween photos to lakerlife@lan- 
thorn.com and we will include some of our fa
vorite costumes in an online slideshow.

lakerlife@lanthom.com
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Nfcw beginning: Members of the Terra Firma Society, formerly the Spes Bona Society, discuss conservatism.
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Students of'solid earth'
0

reflect on conservatism
By Rachel Melke
(2/L Staff Writer

0
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** Six Grand Valley State 
University students and one 
professor gather every week 
to bring themselves down to 
Earth.

The group, which calls it
self the Terra Firma Society 
for Traditionalists, started in 
2008 as the Spes Bona Society 
after the election of President 
Barack Obama, which led to 
talk of the death of modem 
conservatism.

The club derives its name 
from a Latin phrase meaning 
“solid earth.”

"Students did not just want 
to be part of the knee-jerk 
right-wing reaction, but they 
wanted to think more deeply 
about human culture and eco
nomics and government,” said 
professor Benjamin Lockerd, 
the group’s faculty adviser.

Nick Cousino, Terra Fir
ma’s president, joined winter 
semester when the group only 
consisted of Lockerd and a 
graduate student.

They met weekly, discuss
ing George Nash’s book “Re- 
apprtbsing the Right.” a book 
about the past and future of 
American conservatism.

Cousino enjoyed the meet
ings and saw an opportunity 
for growth. During the sum
mer. he met other students 
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who were also interested 
and helped him to reform the 
group.

With change came the 
new name.

“We wanted a new name 
to signify the new chapter in 
our history, and ‘terra firma’ 
seemed to capture the nature 
of our society,” Cousino said.

Cousino said Terra Firma. 
is not a philosophy club that 
asks essentially answerless 
questions; rather, it is a group 
of students who seek the truth 
upon which they can stand.

In addition to this new 
meaning of the group, they 
also decided to add “for Tra
ditionalists” to further convey 
the nature of the group.

This year, the group’s fo
cus is based on a quote by G. 
K. Chesterton: “The tremen
dous examination of existence 
will not be based on whether 
we have been to college, but 
on whether we seriously, yet 
in good humor, confronted in 
our lives the highest things.”

Along with this, the group 
has read sections ctf F. A. 
Hayek’s “The Road to Serf
dom,” Russell Kirk’s "The 
Idea of Conservatism,” and 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s 
Harvard address.

"I think the broader range 
of topics will allow mem
bers with different interests 
a chance to discover a writer 
they really enjoy.” Cousino

said.
In addition to discussion 

and reading, Terra Firma also 
hosts guest speakers, typically 
GVSU professors.

Lockerd said would like 
also to bring outside conser
vative speakers to GVSU to 
bring interest from other stu
dent organizations on cam
pus.

“Perhaps they will awaken 
the many students on campus 
who have solid views of life 
and they will be able collec
tively to challenge some of 
the crazy ideas they are pre
sented with at GVSU," Lock
erd said.

Terra Firma is also in
volved with the Intercolle
giate Studies Institute and at
tends their events throughout 
the year.

‘Terra Firma probably 
isn’t for everyone, but we all 
have a great time,” Cousino 
said. "The world we live in to
day is so caught up in the mo
ment and in constantly being 
distracted, it is nice to meet 
once a week to reflect on what 
is really important in life.”

Terra Firma Society for 
Traditionalists meets on the 
Pew Campus in either DeVos 
202E or 302E every Thursday 
at 8 p.m.

For more information, 
contact Nick Cousino at cous- 
inon@mail.gvsu.edu.

rmelke@ lanthorn com
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Need a place to 
sleep next yearP

let the Lanthorn help you out 
with the GVSU Off-Campus

Housing website
*

• Find a roommate with
FREE Classifieds!

• Search local Rousing
Options

www.gvsuoffcampushousing.com
http://www.gvsuoffcampushousing.com/
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