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Computer Contest Brings High Schoolers To Campus
Student teams from 29 Michigan
high schools will compete in the fourth
annual high school computer programming contest sponsored by Grand Valley
on Tuesday and Wednesday, March 3 and
4.
High schools participating in the
contest include Big Rapids, Byron Center,
Coloma, Colon, Creston (Grand Rapids),
Decatur, East Grand Rapids, East Kentwood (Grand Rapids), Fennville, Gobles,
Grand Rapids Christian, Grand Rapids
Educational Park, Grandville, Harper
Creek (Battle Creek), Hillsdale, Holland,
Homer, Jenison, Lakewood (Lake Odessa), Mona Shores (Muskegon), Muskegon,
Muskegon Catholic Central, Northview
(Grand Rapids), Pennfield (Battle Creek),

Portage Central, Portage Northern, St.
Joseph, South Haven and West Ottawa
(Holland).
Each of the schools provides opportunities for its students to use computer
equipment. Students entering the contest
have had some previous exposure to
computers but may not have had professional computer programming experience .
Each of the competing teams will be
given four problems to solve. Winning
teams will be selected on the basis of how
many of the problems they solve and how
fast they complete the work.
Half of the schools will compete on
March 3 and the other half on March 4.
The top five teams from each playoff

Summer Jobs for Students
Will Be Scarce
The summer job outlook for college
and high school students can be described
in one word: dismal. That's the opinion
of Ken Fridsma, director of financial aid
at Grand Valley.
Students who need jobs should start
looking early , Fridsma says, and they
should also realize that they may have to
settle for jobs paying the minimum wage.
Fridsma says business and industry
will be employing fewer summer workers

Grand Valley Forum
The Grand Valley Forum is published
every Monday by the Public Relations
Office. All materials should be sent to
Dotti Clune, editor, Public Relations
Office, 316 Manitou Hall, Grand Valley
State Colleges, Allendale, Michigan
49401. Telephone: 616/895-6611, ext.
222.

than usual, reflecting the overall economic situation in Michigan. In addition,
government and public service jobs will
be more scarce this summer than in previous years.
Resorts in areas such as the Upper Peninsula will probably also cut back on summer workers, Fridsma says, but resorts
and recreation facilities closer to metropolitan areas may offer good job pros_pects, since they will .be catering to
vacationers who wish to stay close to
home to save gas costs.
College students and high school seniors who want to get a head start in the
search for summer jobs can do so at a
Summer Employment Extravaganza to be
held at Grand Valley on Tuesday , March
10. The event is expected to attract more
than thirty employers from resorts, retail and wholesale companies, summer
camps, and business and manufacturing
firms offering several hundred jobs.
The event will be held from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. in the Campus Center. The job fair
is open to all area college students and
graduating high school seniors.

round will meet in a final round on
Tuesday, May 12.
Each member of the winning team will
receive a $200 scholarship to Grand
Valley. The top four teams will receive
plaques.

Across
Cam~=us==
BOOK SALE

The library will sponsor a book sale
on Monday and Tuesday, March 9 and 10,
from 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and on Wednesday, March 11, from 8 :30 a.m. to 12
noon . The sale will be held in the new
book area on the first floor of Zumberge
Library .
NEW LOCATION FOR
INSURANCE REPS

Howard Wyers or Greg Hagboril of The
Equitable will be on campus the first and
third Mondays of each month to answer
questions from faculty and staff regarding
Grand Valley's health and life insurance
programs. They will be available from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Personnel
Office, Conference Room, 121 Lake Superior Hall. Appointments are available
by calling extension 215 , but employees
are also welcome to stop in without
appointments.
FADER WILL GET LETTERS,
NOT LAW, DEGREE

Daniel Fader will receive an honorary
doctor of letters degree at the May 9
commencement ceremonies , as indicated
in an article in the last issue of the
Forum. The headline on the article erroneously stated Fader will be awarded a
doctor of laws degree.
NURSING APPLICATIONS DUE

Faculty members are asked to remind
students that completed School of
Nursing clinical admission applications
must be in to nursing advisors by March
13.

General Education Task Force
Report Under Discussion
General education has been a topic of
discussion at Grand Valley for a long
time, but particularly since November
1979, when President Lubbers established
the General Education Task Force.
In a report completed last spring, the
Task Force called for establishment of an
all-colleges " core curriculum " comprised
of courses in the sciences, social sciences ,
arts and humanities, with courses to be
drawn from present and planned offerings of Grand Valley's four undergraduate
colleges.
The task force report recommends
that all Grand Valley students, regardless
of college, be required to select a fixed
number of these "core" courses to meet
a general education distribution require-

ment. These courses would constitute one
quarter, or the equivalent of one full
year, of each student's entire undergraduate work .
The report also recommends that, as
a prerequisite to graduation, all students
demonstrate competency in English composition and mathematics. Students could
meet these requirements by passing standardized tests and/or by completing
specially designed coursework.
The competency requirements recommended by the Task Force are similar to
requirements instituted this year by the
College of Arts and Sciences.
The Executive Committee of the Senate (ECS) will be deliberating on general
education over the next several weeks ,

and the All-Colleges Academic Senate
(ACAS) will discuss the matter at its
April meeting . Last week , the ECS
sponsored a faculty forum at which the
ACAS curriculum committee report and
position papers from the College of Arts
· and Sciences, William James College and
Kirkhof College were presented.
The following address on the topic of
general education was delivered by
Chitra Smith last fall at the College of
Arts and Sciences convocation . Smith is
an associate director of Michigan State
University's Honors College; she also
teaches in that program.
This material was originally prepared
for inclusion in the Forum last fall but
space and other limitations precluded its
publication.

New Insight Is As Critical As
New Knowledge
.
I think it is fair to say that general knowledge area. A truly enlightening
education is the most difficult job in col- general education course will probably
lege teaching. As you well know, there is examine the findings of its central disno single consensl,lally validated defin- cipline in light of questions as well as
ition of general education , and my under- findings that emanate from other disstanding is bound to be debatable. But I ciplines.
3. General education courses should
will not on this occasion offer arguments
in support; rather, I will simply set my give systematic attention to affective and
conceptions before you in the form of normative implications of their scholarly
assumptions, so we may move on to ex- subject matter; that is, they should
plore some of their implications. Here, explicitly address the value implications
then , are my defining traits of general of the academic analysis they offer.
education:
1. Pure general ed courses are likely to
Cultivating Values
be courses designed for non-majors, but
accessible , stimulating and instructive to
I say this not out of some benevolent
them . In addition, there is likely to be
some element of compulsion in the stu- desire to give young folks a chance to
dent 's presence in the course: even when emote and do their own thing, nor with
specific courses are not required , choos- any intent to invite vulgar orgies of antiing from a group of alternatives is intellectualism. But I do take seriously
prescribed. I call such courses "required the claim that one function of general ed
electives." So our first defining character- is to teach students what it means to live
istic of a general ed course is that it is as moral and rational beings ; to show
designed to instruct relatively indifferent, them that to become moral and rational
and perhaps reluctant, laymen who may requires knowledge and skill, and that not
need to be converted to the notion that every belief is as good as every other
the material is interesting and/or useful. belief. The American tradition teaches
Attention to the needs and receptivities that all opinions shall be tolerated. A
of such an audience obviously should good college education must teach also
have a substantial influence on choice of that not all that shall be tolerated necesboth style and substance.
sarily deserves respect. General education
2. General education courses need to should not merely serve as a prime vehicle
be to some degree interdisciplinary. They for dispassionate examination of values ;
need to pay systematic attention to the it should teach young people how to culextrinsic ramifications, even if they must tivate values.
And, it is not enough to pick a couple
do so at the cost of some depth in plumbing the intrinsic structure of the chosen of nice safe values to spout pieties about ,
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' like the values of free inquiry and freedom of speech : cultivating values requires
constant facing up to zero-sum dilemmas
that plague us when cherished principles
are applied to empirical reality ; more
equality may mean less equity ; more freedom may mean less justice ; more environmental preservation may mean less in dividual choice ; and fewer deaths from
cancer may mean greater suffering from
other diseases.
We all know that a good deal of thi s
sort of tough-minded analysis goes on in
many of our standard disciplinary and
professional courses , but only in the gen eral education curriculum can we ensure
that all our future college graduates, regardless of accident of major, will learn to
examine varieties of belief in light of systems of knowledge continually being
tested and renewed by a whole range o f
disciplines.
Most important of all , perhaps, in this
agnostic, alienated and anomic age is
what I believe is the sacred trust of general education : to inculcate-yes, in culcate-the idea that the proper response
to the provisional nature of truth and the
perplexing nature of the good is not an
amoral nihilism but " trying harder" to
reach moral and rational conclusion s.
I have suggested , so far , three themes
that, to me , constitute the defining
characteristics of general ed : the clientele .
the interdisciplinary analysis, and the
inclusion
of
tough-minded
values
clarification.
(Continued on page 3)

~ampus Center Sculpture Will Hang Outdoors
The spherical sculpture which hung in
the Campus Center lobby for more than
six years is on its way to a new home but not very quickly.
The sculpture, a sphere with a pointer
which scribed geometric patterns in a
sand box, was created by Dale Eldred and
donated to Grand Valley in 1974. Last
fall, the cable holding the sphere sheared
and the wor k dropped to the floor ,
puncturing a hole in the sand box in the
process.
Grand Valley administrators contemplated rehanging it , but discovered that
would be neither simple nor inexpensive
because of the size and weight of th e
sculpture. They have since decided Lo
move the work to an as-yet-to-be-constructed outdoor sculpture area which is
part of Grand Valley's master campus
plan.
Such a move would alleviate two
problems - a need for more space in the
Campus Center and a concern over
structural support for the art work in the
building.

The sphere weighs "at least 400
pounds," according to Systems Development Coordinator Dick Mehler, and
won't fit through the doors in the Campus Center or on the building elevator.
The sandbox also poses a dilemma. It is
constructed of steel with heavy angle
iron supports and the problem is how to
move it , possibly cutting it into pieces to
do so , without destroying it .
Grand Valley does not have the equipment necessary to move either the
sculpture or the box - and outside firms
have estimated that it would cost at least
$2,000 to do so.
"That's why we haven't even moved it
into storage yet," Mehler said. "It's just
lying on the floor in the Campus Center."
The Eldred sculpture has been described
as a reflection of the sculptor's "interest
in the action and interaction of natural
and physical forces ."
The sculpture was part of the Grand
Rapids Art Museum show, "Sculpture Off
the Pedestal." It was cantilevered from
the top of Grand Rapids' City Hall from

New Insight Critical
(Continued from page 2)
Skills Training

4. Last but not least, I would include,
explicitly and without apology, collegelevel skills training for all college graduates , in both writing and quantitative
analysis.
I am delighted to note that you here
at Grand Valley have just recently
strengthened your commitment to this
task, so I will only add that the emphasis
here is on college-level skills. This means
that if there are going to be competencybased waiver examinations, the standards
must be set measurably higher than
remediation of entry-level high school deficien cies in basic verbal and arithemetic
literacy.
I would also urge that , to sustain these
higher skill norms , it is essential that general ed substantive courses demand the
exercise of these skills ; that is, that instructors avoid at all costs the wellmeaning but counter-productive impulse
to reduce the vocabulary and applied
math in those courses to tenth grade
levels of difficulty. Few of us will invest
major effort in mastery of tools we perceive no need to use, and we should not
expect freshmen to do what we would
not do.
"Style" and "Relevance"

Now to the pitfalls: almost any topic
can be fruitfully taught as a general education course, if it is self-consciously
adapted to that purpose. The nature of

these necessary adaptations in course substance and style is, of course, dictated by
the distinctive mission that has been
postulated; but that sounds an awful lot
easier than it is. Let me enumerate just a
few of the hazards that lurk along the
way:
The first is a matter of style, which
can have insidious effects on substance:
that is the problem of coping with
esoteric specialized technical vocabularies. General ed teachers do have an
obligation, I think, to simplify terminology and to elucidate and simplify
obscure jargon ; to do this well is a prime
hallmark of intellectually creative teaching. On the other hand, it is awfully easy
to pursue this translation project with
too much zest-and to wind up with a
folksy pop "see how easy it is" version
that distorts or obliterates the key concepts and propositions we had set out
to elucidate.
A second hazard concerns the matter
of "relevance," a word that ten years ago
enjoyed a deplorable vogue, but lately
seems to have fallen into a somewhat
regrettable degree of disrepute.
To do what I claim general education
ought to do demands that we go to some
pains to illustrate how the findings and
analytical techniques of science, philosophy, and history illuminate urgent
public issues. But excessive current
events,
up-to-the-minute,
fad-of-themoment topicality is to be avoided just
(Continued on page 4)
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September, 1973 , until March, 1974, before it was moved to Grand Valley.
Eldred is chairman of the sculpture department of the Kansas City Art Institute.
He earned his master's of science and
design degree from the University of
Michigan.
His works have included not only
sculptures, but such projects as park
design, town squares and urban renewal.

Senate Approves
1981-82 Funds
The state senate has approved its
higher education appropriation bill - including a $13 .7 million allocation for
Grand Valley for the 1981-82 fiscal year.
After the house passes its appropriations
bill, the two measures will go to a conference committee which will resolve differences between the two bills.
The measure approved by the senate
includes an amendment sponsored by
State Sen. Robert VanderLaan adding
$160,000 to the appropriation for Grand
Valley. The funds are for the operation of
the new physical education facility which
is currently expected to open ahead of
schedule, in the spring instead of the fall.
VanderLaan's amendment was the
only change from Gov. William G. Milliken's recommendations for a $13,631,625
allocation for Grand Valley, a 9.4 percent
increase over the institution's 1980-81
allocation. (The 9.4 percent increase is
based on the state's fiscal year. Converted
to Grand Valley's fiscal year, the allocation represents a 5.7 percent increase.)
The percentage increase Milliken recommended for Grand Valley was among
the smallest for all of the thirteen statesupported colleges and universities, partly
as a result of a decline in the number of
fiscal year equated students (FYES)
enrolled in the institution in 1980-81.
"It's unfortunate that this short-term
decline - primarily in our summer and
fall 1980 sessions - may negatively affect
our 1981-82 allocation," Vice President
for Administration Ronald F. VanSteeland
said.
"We had anticipated that decline because of our conversion from quarters to
the semester system. We knew that students would tend to take fewer classes
until they became comfortable with the
idea that five three-credit classes, rather
than three five-credit courses, constitute
a full load.
"We believe the short-term enrollment
decline has ended; our enrollment has
stabilized. Further evidence of this is the
fact that for the winter semester we enrolled 500 more students than we had
projected."

New Insight Critical
as assiduously as the mercilessly dessicated cataloguing of timeless abstract
principles.
Third, we need to cultivate a healthy
skepticism about the finality of all scientific or philosophical conclusions; but
. there is sometimes an alarmingly thin line
between deflating excessive certitudes,
and inviting a destructive cynicism-or
worse yet, a passive despair-about the
lack of conclusive answers or solutions.
Finally, there is constant tension between dispensing concepts and information on the one hand, and mulling ovn
their implications on the other. It is right
to pare down the conceptual and information component to bare essentials for
the benefit of laymen, and to devote substantial time to disciplined speculation
about what these might signify in the
context of our daily lives. But it. is wrong
to carry this to a point where a class sit.s
around indulging in formless and uninformed chitchat, pooling its ignoranct•,
contemplating its self-actualizing navel,
and expecting thereby to find the jewPl
in the lotus.
In sum, it is a major challenge to adapt
both style and substance to cater realistically to non-major audiences, and to engage student interest in the practical
applications of academic knowledge to
personal and social issues, without abdicating responsibility for systematic,
rigorous, analytic, academic instruction.
General education must strenuously
guard against the ever present hazard of
degenerating into trendy pop courses or
let-it-all-hang-out encounter groups.
Specialists in Synthesis

What does it take to do all these things
well? I mentioned at the outset that I
think this is the most demanding job
there is in college teaching. I've been doing it now off and on for 25 years, and I
still must struggle mightily to sharpen and
perfect the skills it demands.
General education teachers are specialists in synthesis. If we are not to lapse into dilletantism or amateurishness, we
have to read more widely than others.
We have to become highly skillea at abstracting; we have to be first-rate translators; and we have to become competent
practitioners of a complex dialectic in
the splicing of disparate bodies of data
and of thought. To the extent that we
learn to do these things well, we are ready
for other fields to conquer.
More Encompassing Mission

It is being widely remarked that the
knowledge explosion of the past fifty
years, and the attendant spread of hyperspecialization, have led to a truly alarming degree of fragmentation in our systems of thought. This intellectual frag-

(Continued from page 3)

mentation is rapidly becoming a major
barrier to effective technological and
societal problem-solving. This barrier is
not going to be surmounted by spawning
ever more hyphenated specialties like
biophysics, physiological ecology, or
ecological psychology: these start out as
interdisciplinary bridging efforts and
invariably end up as yet another set of
encapsulated
hyper-specialties
with
mutually incomprehensible dialects. Nor
will the fragmentation-of-knowledge crisis
be remedied by simply training a little
band of Ph.D.s in cybernetics or systems
science or artificial intelligence.
But intellectuals who make a longterm commitment to synthesizing across
disciplines, like undergraduate teachers
who 'cultivate the art of general education, are uniquely equipped to bridge
the ever-widening and ever-multiplying
fissures among academic specialties. They
are skilled in crafting an ad hoc knowledge base to illuminate an inherently
interdisciplinary question; their style has
been tempered and honed in the fires
they tend to illuminate the insights of one
specialty to the acolytes of another. The
skills they cultivate are precisely what
this country needs-not only in teaching
the young but in mediating among the
not-so-young to whom society looks for
answers to intricately ramified problems.
The selection, translation, and splicing
of knowledge and ideas generated by
specialists and the habit of dialectical
reflection on systemic connections among
widely disparate ends and means-these
things add up to more than just a secondchoice honorable calling for college
teachers who don't publish "original
research" in refereed journals. During the
coming decades, these skills and orientations will be at least as critical to the
prosperous and civilized survival of the
species as the ceaseless, high-speed
churning-out of "new knowledge." The
higher mission is to generate and diffuse
"new insight."

Jobs on
Campus
COT

Clerical Assistant - General administration. Salary range, C-3, $4.41-6.19/hr.
To perform a variety of office duties
requiring discretionary actions. Must
have ability to perform duties which
involve a significant portion of a complete operating procedure. A minimum
of two years of related experience or
training.
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(JOBS, continued)

Secretary - Mathematics and computer
science. Part-time. Salary range, C-2,
$4.08-5.69/hr. To perform a variety
of secretarial duties . Must have good
skills and a knowledge of oi'fice procedures, systems and equipment. Two
years of related experience/training
and ability to type 50 wpm accurately
required.
EAP*

Director of Computer Center. $25,75038,650.
Director, Master of Social Work Program.
$23,400 -$35,100 .
Assistant Director ofAdmissions. $15,950 $23,950.
FACULTY*

Assistant Professor, Kirkhof College , two
positions in insurance and public relations. $14 ,500-$24 ,000 .
Assistant Professor, CAS School of Education, two positions in reading and
learning disabilities, $14,500-$24.000.
*Please call Personnel Office, ext. 215,
for details.

Faculty and
Staff Sketches
J. Gray Sweeney, associate professor
in the College of Arts and Sciences art
department, recently presented a lecture
on his current research topic "Natural
Divinity: Homage to Cole" at St. John's
University in Collegeville, Minnesota. The
lecture was part of the university's Festival of the Arts series.
Kathryn L. King, Zumberge Library
reference librarian, was awarded an
honorable mention for an article submitted to the Brief Paper Contest sponsored
by Bibliographic Retrieval Services (BRS),
a nationwide computer search service
based in New York. Her article, enti tied
"Searching Educational Levels on ERIC,"
is scheduled for publication in the May or
June issue of the BRS Bulletin.
Kenneth Zapp, William James College,
and Magda Paleczny Zapp, Seidman Col lege, gave an in-service seminar for teachers in the Grandville Public Schools
February 9 on recent events in Poland
and Yugoslavia. They also have been
invited to give papers on Poland at a conference at Western Michigan University
on April 3-4 .
Chic Broersma, campus minislPr, has
been appointed to serve as co-recruitment
chairman for the Grand Rapids area
Hunger Walk. Last year's walk raised
nearly $60,000, the highest in the nation.

Calendar of Events
-.
Monday, March 2

11 :30 a.m . - 1:30 p.m.: The Equitable insurance representative will be on campus to answer faculty and staff questions. 121 Lake Superior Hall.
Spring Break - March 2 through March 6.
Men's Basketball - NAIA District 23 playoffs.
Wednesday, March 4

Men's Basketball. See March 2 for details.
Thursday, March 5

Men's Basketball - NCAA Regionals.
Women's Basketball - SMAIAW Tournament.
Wrestling - NAIA National Tournament at Central State and University of Oklahoma, Edmund, Oklahoma.
Friday, March 6

Women's Basketball. See March 5 for details .
Wrestling. See March 5 for details .
Saturday, March 7

Men's Basketball. See March 5 for details.
Women's Basketball. See March 5 for details.
Wrestling . See March 5 for details.
Monday, March 9

8:30 a.m . - 9 p.m .: Book sale . Zumberge Library, first floor.
12-5 p.m.: Art Exhibit - "Recent Works," photography by David Plakke . Free.
Campus Center Gallery.
8 p.m .: Student recital - Stephanie Rooker. Calder Fine Arts Center.
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