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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Plant holds open house
With the temperatures dipping well below freezing recently, the weather
outside has been frightful. But, as always, temperatures in Grand
Valley 's buildings are downright comfy. Now, faculty and staff have the
opportunity to tour the facility that provides heating in the winter,
cooling in the summer, and electricity year-round.
Facilities Services is holding an open house in the Central Utilities
Building on January 26 and 27 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. Tours
of the facility will be given, and there will be refreshments. The
building is located behind Public Safety.
Most people don 't give that building a thought, acknowledged John
Scherff, Facilities Services maintenance supervisor and project manager.
But he added that it's another part of what makes Grand Valley great.
"We excel so much academically and athletically and with our outward
appearance. But I think people need to know that we have even more that
we're entitled to be proud of," Scherff said. "I think it would be good for
the staff of the university to know of the existence of this building - the
complexity of it, the function, how we produce all of these necessities and
to meet some of the five highly trained engineers managing this plant."
The building is filled with the university 's two boilers and four chillers
and an impressive, hulking array of pipes leading out onto campus and

Across Campus
Campus community comes
together for M LK
celebration
Gov. Jennifer Granholm and network broadcaster
Ed Gordon led Grand Valley's silent march
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Marchers
walked shoulder-to-shoulder in frigid
temperatures from the steps of Zumberge Library
to the Fieldhouse. Oliver Wilson, dean of the
Office of Multicultural Affairs, had called for the
entire community to come together to make this
the largest march ever on the Allendale campus.
Public Safety estimates that some 300 people
gathered in the arena to hear the governor and
Gordon honor King, indicating the crowd was a
record-breaker.
After a performance by the Voices of GVSU,
Granholm said we, as a nation, have done much
in the way of civil rights, but King would say
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Boiler engineer Mike Malloy checks gauges in the Central Utilities
Building. That facility hosts an open house on January 26-27.

back. These pipes, painted in festive colors to indicate their contents,
send steam and chilled water to the campus through two miles of tunnel s. Through a computerized energy management system in a control
booth near the boilers, an engineer can pull up nearly any Grand Valley
office, see what the temperature is in that office and adjust it remotely.
They also monitor buildings for fire and theft alarms.

···-------------------------we aren't done yet. "We
have done so much to
amend what's between the
covers of the law books,"
Granholm said. "Now, it's
time to amend what's
between the ears, and that's
much harder to do."
Gordon, who will begin a
public affairs program on
NPR at the end of the month,
told the crowd that people of
all backgrounds must reach
across and experience each
other. He reminded the young Gov. Jennifer Granholm and broadcaster Ed Gordon joined Grand
Valley's celebration of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
people that while King gets
Grand Valley not closing in honor of MLK day,
the credit for moving a nation, they must
Granholm said she worries about the day being
remember who walked with King. "It wasn't
treated like a day off, rather than a day on.
solely Dr. King. Most of the people out there,
"People can ' t just forget about it," she said.
picketing and making change were your age."
"But I wouldn ' t dictate how a community
celebrates. This was just beautiful."
When asked by a reporter what she thinks of
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What's Ahead
German professor visits Grand Valley
Professor Stefan Immerfall from Schwabisch Gmiind University will be
visiting Grand Valley for a discussion on transatlantic relations. He will
be speaki ng on Monday, January 24, from 1:30-3 p.m. at the Kirkhof
Center in the Pere Marquette room, KC 204. His presentation is titled
"Bonds that Hold: Germany and America in an Age of Turbulence."
Immerfall believes that as America and Europe are in an era of change,
more competition can be expected. He argues that while some see
transatlantic partnerships fadi ng, strong cultural ties can keep these types
of relationships strong.
The event is sponsored by the sociology department, the Padnos
International Center and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. For
more information, contact Hermann Kurthen at xl3730 or at
kurthenh@gvsu.edu.

Frerichs featured in
'Her Story' presentation

The series will continue with a presentation by Barbara Palombi, director
of the Counseling & Career Development Center on Tuesday, February 22,
and Arnie Smith-Alexander, director of TRIO on Wednesday, March 23.

Toastmasters helps eliminate public
speaking jitters
Do you want to feel more comfortable speaking in front of a group? All
three Toastmasters Clubs: McNair, GVSU Downtown and Allendale
Toastmasters, will be hosting an open house on Friday, January 28 from
3-4:30 p.m. in the Alumni House. Toastmasters is open to students,
fac ulty and staff members and allows members to practice and develop
communication and leadership skills. For more information, contact
Martha Wilson at xl2204 or by e-mail at wilsonm@gvsu.edu.
The Allendale Toastmasters Club would like to congratulate the following
members for their achievements. Angelica Fuentes earned Competent
Toastmasters level or CTM by completing 10 speeches. John Zaugra and
Martha Wilson will earn ATM-Silver or Advanced Toastmasters status this
month. Elizabeth Eubanks and Derek Moore will earn ATM-Bronze status
before June. And, Brenda Lindberg and Christine Cornell will earn their
CTM by June.

Catheri ne Frerichs will talk about
her life journey in the next "Her
Story" presentation on Wednesday,
January 26, at noon in the Kirkhof
Center, Cabins D, E and F.
Frerichs is the director of the Pew
Faculty Teaching and Learning
Center and a professor of Writing.
She has just returned from a
sabbatical, during which she worked
on Desire of the Heart, a memoir of
her parents who were
missionaries in Papua New Guinea
for 40 years. Her talk will consist
in part of material from this book.
Frerichs will also share how she
became the foster parent of three
chi ldren from Sudan.

The "Her Story" series, sponsored by the Women's Center and Women 's
Commission, was designed to give the Grand Valley community an opportunity to learn more about women in leadership roles at the
university. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join us for lunch as
we listen to Catherine's story.

Auditions for upcoming play
Auditions for Big Love, the final play of the Theatre Program's 2004-2005
season, will be held on Friday, January 28 from 3-5 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
Callbacks will be at 2 p.m. on Saturday, January 29. Faculty and staff, as
well as students, are invited to audition.

Catherine Frerichs

The play is on reserve and e-reserve at the library, and descriptions of the
characters can be found on Blackboard's Theatre Announcement Board.
Auditions will consist of cold readings and movement work. The play
continued on page 3
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every Monday
when classes are in session and biweekly

Ander Monson
assistant professor of Writing

during the summer. The submission deadline is
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to
Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum @gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-33 1-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submi ssion form on the Web at
www.gvsu .edu/onEne/forurn/form .html .
Grand Val ley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online publication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

"Anyone who knows me well will recognize a lot of
things in the stories," says Ander Monson, assistant
professor of Writing, of his upcoming book. Other
Electricities, a collection of linked short stories, wi ll
be the lead title of the spring season for publisher
Sarabande Books.
Also to be published in the spring is Vacationland,
Monson's collection of poetry. Both the elegies in
Vacationland and the stories in Electricities take place
in Upper Michigan, where the author grew up.
According to Monson, there are "a lot of thematic
similarities, but [the books] differ pretty dramatically."
Monson also runs and designs Diagram, a literary
magazine, and edits the New Michigan Press, which
publishes a chapbook series. "We try to publish work
that fall s between the cracks - work that wouldn't
find a home at a mainstream press."

As well as
teaching
professional
writing,
fiction, and
non-fiction
workshops,
Monson
coordinates the
new Student
Reading series.
He cites the
importance of
art installations
and
interactions
Ander Monson
with the larger
community,
saying, "We have to, as artists, take a role in the
world. If we don't, art will matter less and less."
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What's Ahead
75 presenters and exhibitors from throughout the region and local
communit. Two keynote speakers whose stellar careers involve youth and
the "Next Generation ," which is the conference theme. The events feature
"Bailando Alrededor de] Mundo" (Dancing Around the World) performed
by the Arco Iri s youth group and the "Palabras Luminosas" (Magical Rain
Theater) performance. There is also the opportunity to dance to salsa
rhythms at the post-conference Carnival dinner, dance and masquerade
ball in the Eberhard Center.

continued from page 2
begins rehearsing on February 15 (evenings) and opens on April 1. For
more information, e-mail the director, Professor Karen Libman, at
libmank@gvsu.edu or call x13510.

Women's Center stages indulgent event
The theme for this year's fundraising event sponsored by Grand Valley 's
Women's Center is Indulge in a Cause, and it will allow people to indulge
in some of the area's best chocolate desserts and great entertainment.

Saturday's speakers are Dr. David Sanchez Juliao, an expert on popular
culture and media from Colombia; and Dr. Emilio A. Garcia-Mendez,
from Argentina, who will address international law pertaining to youth and
street children.

The fundrai ser will benefit both the Women 's Scholarship Fund and the
Women 's Center Program Fund. The Scholarship Fund benefits
non-traditional students who may not qualify for other financial aid. The
Program Fund allows the center to plan programs and services that are
designed to enhance personal growth on gender issues and to advocate for
institutional and societal change where inequity exists.

The conference fee is $5-$40; donate what you wish. All other events are
free to the public, except the Carnival dinner, dance and masquerade. For
tickets and information, contact Russell Rhoads at x13018 or
rhoadsr@gvsu .edu. Online conference registration and detailed
descriptions of all the conference events is available at www4.gvsu.edu/las.

"The Women's Center is active both on campus and in the community to
promote and support the success of women," said Marlene KowalskiBraun, director of the Women 's Center. "The money raised will allow the
center to continue to enrich and improve lives by providing scholarship
support and high-quality programs and services."

Street Scene opens February 4

Quiana Broden, a senior at Grand Valley, knows first-hand the benefits of
the Women's Center. Broden said she was drawn to the center because of
its diversity. "Anyone who knows me knows that I like to hang out with
people of all races," said Broden. "When I am at the Women 's Center, I
feel like I belong." Broden said that relationship was key when she found
out she was pregnant with her daughter. "I was scared," she said, "but I
found strength and encouragement from a mom's group I attended through
the center. I thought about adoption, but now I'm so happy I have my 2year-old little girl."
Broden, a senior who will earn her bachelor's degree in Sociology in
April , sits on the Women 's Center Advisory Board.

Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 if purchased at the event, $5 for GVSU
students. Tickets are available through the Women's Center at x12748 or
by e-mail at womenctr@gvsu.edu. For more information, contact Jo Ann
Wassenaar, assistant director of the Women 's Center at x12748 .

Isabel Milenski , stage director for Street Scene, brings her own energetic
and exciting vision to the production, said Schriemer. The cast is the
strongest group of talented performers Grand Valley Opera Theatre has
ever assembled for the stage.

LAS holds 8th Conference on the Americas

Faculty and Staff Sketches

Written for the Broadway stage by the powerful creative team of the 20th
century 's most innovative composers, Kurt Weill and Langston Hughes.
Weill's musical combines ragtime, jazz, spiritual, and classical styles into
a fascinating lyrical portrait of American diversity. The opera is based on
Elmer Rice's Pulitzer Prize winning play with lyrics by Langston Hughes,
the African American Harlem Renaissance poet. Street Scene premiered in
New York in 1947. With its rather unusual combination of musical styles
and idioms, it breaks many conventions of the traditional musical theater.
"The heroine is a housewife who is treated inhumanely and murdered. The
themes of the opera are expressed in her, and in all the tenants' loneliness,
isolation, oppression and in the fabric of their relationships," said Dale
Schriemer, who is serving as artistic director of the Grand Valley
production. "After her death, life carries on just as before, but there are
subtle resolutions that arise from this microcosm of humanity. Though a
woman dies, a baby is born. And though a girl loses her parents, she finds
clarity and optimism through her pain."

Indulge in a Cause will be Thursday, February 3 from 5-7 p.m. in the
Exhibition Hall (outside of Loosemoore Auditorium) of the De Vos Center
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The evening will include coffee bar, a
variety of chocolates to purchase, an auction and entertainment provided
by Lime Jello.

Latin American Studies Program presents the eighth Conference on the
Americas with events scheduled from February 3-5 . This year's
conference features three days of events, including the flagship all-day
academic conference on February 5. The conference will draw more than

Grand Valley 's upcoming contemporary opera, Street Scene , weaves
together a story of six immigrant families living in the tenements of New
York during the Depression of the 1930s.

Street Scene runs February 4 and 5 at 7 :30 p.m. and February 6 at 2 p.m.
in the Louis Armstrong Theatre. Tickets are $12 for the general public,
$10 for Grand Valley faculty/staff, and $6 for all students. Call Star
Tickets Plus at (616) 222-4000, buy online at www.starticketsplus.com, or
purchase at the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office, xl2300. More ticket
information is available at www.gvsu.edu/theatre.

···-------------------------

In the News

Sketches

Donna Vanlwaarden, director of the Dorothy A.
Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit
Leadership, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids
Press on a survey being conducted by the center.

James Crawley, associate director for
International Recruitment, conducted a
workshop, titled "International Admissions for
Beginners," at the NAFSA Region V
Conference in Ann Arbor, Mich. He also wrote
an article, titled "Education Destination USA,"
published on www.internationalstudent.com.

Matt Dugener, executive director of the West
Michigan Science and Technology Initiative, was
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press on the
success of Sordal Inc. the first tenant of the science
and industry incubator. He was also interviewed by
MiBizWest on the center's participation at the Life
Science Business Showcase.

Charles Pazdernik, assistant professor of
Classics, chaired a panel at a "Listening"
conference on classical studies and the liberal
arts in New York.

Nancy Harper, director of ALERT Labs,
David Jones, assistant Director of ALERT
Labs, and Shannon Welsh, Marketing
Coordinator GA for ALERT Labs, wrote "Five
Years Later--A Communication Theory
Perspective on Social Norms and
Environmental Management," published in The
Report on Social Norms Newsletter.
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, was invited to present at the
plenary session at the First National Ecosystem
continued on page 4
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Through Jan. 28
Gallery hours: "Echo Press Printer's Proofs: The
Ann and David Keister Gift." Art Gallery,
PAC. Call x12564 for more information.

12 noon : Counseling and Career Development
Center Lunch & Learn Series: Dealing with
Depression. Holland Campus. Call x13266
for more information.
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series: Antares. CDC.
Call x 13484 for more information.

8:30-10 a.m .: Johnson Center for Philanthropy
Mornjng Series: The Better Business Bureau
of Western Michigan and the Nonprofit
Sector. Unjversity Club Room, DEV. Call
x17232 for more information.

Wed., Jan. 26

11 a.m.-5 p.m. : Central Utilities Building open
house.

11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Central Utilities Building open
house.

Fri., Jan. 28

Tues., Jan. 25 ,
9 a.m.: Banner Update Meeting. 215/216, KC.
Call x12035 for more information.
11 a.m.- 2 p.m.: Wellness and Recreation
Services hosts a Sports, Fitness, and Wellness
Expo. Grand River Room , KC. Call x12600
for more information.

Thurs., Jan. 27

12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call
x12204 for more information.
12 noon : Her Story Series featuring Catherine
Frerichs. Cabins D, E, F, KC.

9 a.m.-12 noon: Excellence Series: Becoming a
Master Manager: The Competing Values
Framework. University Club Room, DEV.
Call x12215 to register.
3-4:30 p.m.: Toastmasters Open House. AH.

6 p.m.: Guest Artist Series, Grausam/Frigo Duo.
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC.
Call x13484 for more information.

--------------------------------------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 3

Restoration Conference in Orlando, Fla. He
spoke about restoration efforts in the Great
Lakes.
Denise de la Rosa, associate professor of
accounting & taxation, co-authored a paper, titled
''Trading on the Warsaw stock exchange -- from
reopening in 1991-2000," published in the Journal
of International Accounting, Auditing & Taxation.
Anton Tolman, assistant professor of psychology,
conducted a workshop, titled "Evaluating Risk for
Violence: An Update on December IO," to Ottawa
county judges, attorneys, and court personnel.
Deanna Morse, professor of communications,
served as a reader and evaluator for the U.S.
Department of Education Jacob K. Javits
Graduate Fellowship Program. She was also a
featured artist in "From Pencil to Pixel:
Animation and Illustration," at the Jordan River
Arts Center in East Jordan, Mich.
Veta Tucker, associate professor of English,
presented a paper, titled "A Tale of Disunion:
The Politics of Unclaimed Kindred in Julia C.
Collins's The Curse of Caste," at the American
Studies Association conference in Atlanta.
Ronald W. Garrett, assistant director of the Pew
Faculty Teaching & Learning Center and professor of engineering, conducted a session, titled
"Using On-Line Testing to Encourage Learning,"
at the 4th Annual Lilly North Conference on
College Teaching in Traverse City, Mich.
Azizur Rahman, assistant professor engineering,
wrote a paper, titled "ZVT DC-to-DC Full-bridge
Converters with Inductive Output Filter," published

in IEEE International Conference on Electrical
and Computer Engineering.
D. Scott Richardson, associate vice president
for Human Resources, has been elected to the
Board of Directors for the David D. Hunting
YMCA of Grand Rapids.
Philip Lewin, visiting associate professor of
liberal studies, presented a paper, titled
"Understanding Narratively, Understanding
Alterity," at the annual conference of the Society for
Phenomenology and the Human Sciences. He was
also appointed executive director of the Society for
Phenomenology and the Human Sciences.
Jung-ah Choi, assistant professor of education,
foundation s & technology, published her manuscript, titled "New generation's career aspirations
and new ways of marginalization in a postindustrial economy," in the British Journal of
Sociology of Education.
Steven Schlicker, professor of mathematics,
gave a presentation, titled "The Strange World of
the Hausdorff Metric Geometry," at the Calvin
College Mathematics Seminar. He also gave a
presentation, titled "Visualizing Concepts in
Group and Ring Theory," at the Annual Joint
Meetings of the American Mathematical Society
and the Mathematical Association of America in
Atlanta.
Stephen Blair, assistant professor of mathematics,
gave a presentation, titled "Describing
Undergraduates Reasoning Within and Across
Multiple Geometries," at the Annual Joint Meetings
of the American Mathematical Society and the
Mathematical Association of America in Atlanta.
Reva Kasman, assistant professor of mathematics,
gave a presentation, titled "Creative Proof Critiques

as Writing Assignments in Abstract Algebra," at the
Annual Joint Meetings of the American
Mathematical Society and the Mathematical
Association of America in Atlanta.
Paul Fishback, associate professor of
mathematics, gave a presentation, titled 'The
Least-Squares Property of the Lanczos' Generalized
Derivative," at the Annual Joint Meetings of the
American Mathematical Society and the
Mathematical Association of America in Atlanta.
Mary C. Schutten, associate professor of
movement science, presented a paper, titled
"Integrating the Michigan Model for Health Ed
into pre-service teacher courses," at the
Institutions of Higher Education Health/Physical
Education Forum in Lansing, Mich.
Patrick Fuliang Shan, assistant professor of
history, presented a paper, titled "Were the Russians
Masters of North Manchuria? A Revisionist
Perspective on the Russian Empire in China's
Northeast, 1900-1917," at the American Historical
Association annual conference in Seattle.
Lorelle Otis Thomas, associate professor of art
& design, was included in a "Favorite Flix"
exhibit at Kendall College of Art and Design.
Opening reception on January 25, 5 p.m
Deborah L. Sumner, assistant professor of
English, presented a proposal to have GVSU
English Language Arts majors create two
sequential writing workshops using the inquiry
model to four sections of upper elementary students. The Teaching of Writing: Elementary will
be working on this service learning project this
winter and the proposal was accepted by West
Ottawa Public Schools.

