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Issue #25. 
Compiled from the Dean's Office, Thomas Jefferson College, GVSC. 15 May 1977. 

EDUCATION AT TI-OfvlAS JEFFERSON COLLEGE 

The curriculum in Thomas Jefferson College is designed to prepare students to meet 
the challenges and opportunities of future decades by focusing on the development 
of individual and collective skills within a liberal arts curriculum. Since in­
formation in our highly technological society is expanding beyond our ability to 
absorb and use it, we are not training students for the demands of the past. As 
Carl Rogers states, "Th,,u., ne.e.d impue/4 a new goal. in e.duc.ation. Le.evtning how to 
le.evtn, involve.me.nt in a ptwc.e/4f.i 06 c.hange. -- the/4 e. be.c.ome. the. pJumevty aimf.i 06 an 
e.duc.ation 6il 60.tt the. plte/4e.nt woJttd. The..tte. mMt e.volve. individuw who evte. c.apa­
ble. 06 inte.tuge.nt, in601tme.d, dif.ic.Juminating, adaptive., e.66e.c.tive. involve.me.nt in 
a p.ttoc.e/4f.i 06 c.hange. ... the. abiuty to 6ac.e. the. new app!topJtiatuy ,[}., mOll.e. impolttant 
than bung able. to .tte.pe.at the. old." 

Our goal is to provide a setting for individual human growth which encourages max­
imal understanding of, involvement with, and responsibility for one's own life 
and unique learning experience. We do not see these years of formal education 
as being either separate from "real life" or preparatory to it. Rather, we view 
each learning experience at TJC as a potential opportunity for significant involve­
ment. We see the freedom to engage in integrated, rather than sporadic and iso­
lated, learning activities as a unique feature of education at TJC. 

Starting in Fall 1977, the diversity of learning experiences in TJC will be grouped 
into five Areas of Study. STUVIES IN THE EXPRESSIVE ARTS combines the many dis­
ciplines of the arts into a single study area. STUDIES IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT has 
a multidisciplinary approach to the individual, social, cultural, and spiritual 
aspects of human behavior. For Fall 1977, it includes an experimental section 
in integrated studies which is called "Self and Civilization." STUDIES IN NATURAL 
SCIENCES focuses primarily on an appreciation of the natural world. It has an 
experiential component, the Pear Orchard Project, that stresses homesteading and 
self-sufficiency skills. WOMEN'S STUDIES has become part of a new joint program 
between TJC and William James College. OPEN STUDIES incorporates seminars in ba-
sic skills, learning processes, and interdisciplinary classes which may be exR7tY- 27 1977 
imental or cross-cut the other areas of study at TJC. 

- - Edie. H af1Jl.,,U on 



-2-

' 

GLENN NIEMEYER, one of Grand Valley 1 s 
pioneer faculty members, has been in­
volved in administrative work at Grand 
Valley for nearly seven years. He was 
appointed an assistant professor of 
history in 1963, then became Dean of 
the College of Arts and Sciences in 
1970. With his appointment to Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, he has 
become vitally interested in the fu­
ture of Thomas Jefferson College, and 
looks forward to helping achieve this 
college 1 s highest potential for serv­
ing its students. 

Glenn was born in Muskegon, Michigan; 
and he and his wife, Betty, now live 
in Hudsonville with their three child­
ren -- Kristin, Alexis, and Sander. 
His most recently added responsibil­
ity is as the head (and only) coach of 
the Hudsonville Jets. You 1 ve never 
heard of them? Well, he 1 s only just 
begun! 

Ann BakVt, Admin,,u.,tJt..a.tfoe, 
M.6--L6:tan;t :to M1t. Nieme,yVt 

INTERVIEW OF VICE PRESIDENT NIEMEYER WITH MARY TE PASTTE 

How do IJOU viw Thoma.6 Jenoe,Jt,6on College, a.6 an a.LtVtna:t,i,ve, QOUe,ge,? 

Today alternative colleges are viewed differently than they were in the past. In 
the past -- the 1960 1 s in particular -- alternative education was often a form of 
reaction for people who chose it, and sometimes the reasons were negative. Students 
came to alternative colleges because they did not want traditional education, ra­
ther than because it had a concept of higher education they chose to follow. Two 
things differentiate alternative colleges from the traditional: one is a signifi­
cant component providing for individualized instruction and the second is flexibil­
ity. By flexibility, this does not mean a curriculum that is loosely structured. 
This might lead to a poorly-organized, inferior curriculum which is not effective. 
An alternative college does require special teaching styles and must have the right 
kind of faculty -- committed and capable. The concept of alternative education 
is a necessary and effective part of higher edication when it can maintain high 
quality and standards. This type of education is even more needed today than five 
years ago, since so many alternative colleges no longer exist and thus place an 
increasing burden on colleges like Thomas Jefferson. TJC should determine the 
needs of those students and build upon it, developing a quality curriculum based 
on those needs. Not only is a curriculum of high quality required, but clarity 
in describing it. It should be spelled out clearly and definitely. Serious stu­
dents now look to alternative education for a serious education, and Thomas Jeffer­
son College students fall into this category. 

Vo IJOU have, any .6ugge,,6UOn.6 ooJt making people, moJte, awaJte on Thoma.6 Jeone,Jt,60n Col­
fe,ge,'.6 potential? LoQafltj? Na:t,i,onaffy? 

One must define the market as well as the students who would best fit into Thomas 
Jefferson College 1 s alternative education program. A quality program must be de-
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veloped which will be strong enough to appeal to that special breed of student at­
tracted to innovative styles of education. This focusing should not be diffused 
but should concentrate on a given area where these students can be reached. TJC 
must define what market to cover and what alternative style of education they of­
fer. The people who design this program would be the ones most suited to present 
it effectively. A common mistake is to move too fast to publicize a program that 
isn't together and doesn't have the calibre it should. TJC faculty should try to 
cultivate relationships with other GVSC faculty for exchange of ideas as well as 
to enhance their acceptability . 

How do you 1.>e.e. yoWL wo1tking 1te.lation.6fup w.U:h ThomM Je.66e.Jt.6on Colle.ge. 6ac.u£.ty, 
.6.ta6 6, and .6.tude.n.t-6? 

My communication has been with the TJC Dean mainly. I have seen individual faculty 
members and students in Thomas Jefferson College, but nothing systematic has been 
developed. I feel a need to participate in some of the on-going decisions made 
by the TJC committees rather than being presented with decisions already made. De­
liberating on some of these things with the committees before making decisions could 
save a lot of time and trouble. People in TJC can and should see me for discussion 
of things important to them and to the college. I usually respond to phone messages 
within 24 hours. 

Can you give. U-6 .6ome. pe.lt.6pe.c.tive..6 on .the. 6u.tWLe. 06 ThomM Je.66e.Jt.6on Colle.ge.? 

I see a fine potential for TJC. People in Jefferson should take pride in their 
college, its program, its people. The future is very bright if a quality program 
can be put together, implemented properly and with integrity. Then, it must be 
publicized in positive ways and recruitment directed to those students for whom 
the program is designed. The verdict will be out on this for at least two or three 
years to come. I think you've made a good beginning. We have mutual goals -- the 
success of Thomas Jefferson College and Grand Valley State Colleges is interdepen­
dent. 

COfviv1ENCEMENT 

SatWLday, June. 11. 7977 is Commencement, for all Winter Term and Spring Term grad­
uates. Rehearsal begins promptly at 10:00 AM in the lower level of the Fieldhouse. 
At 11:15 AM all students and faculty will begin robing. Line up for the processional 
will begin at 11:30. Commencement begins promptly at 12:00 Noon. 

Immediately following the ceremonies, there will be various receptions for the in­
dividual colleges on campus. TJC's reception will be held in .the Campus Center. 
Graduates are welcome to invite parents and friends to join them at the reception, 
where they will be able to meet and talk with TJC faculty, staff, and other students. 

All students expecting to graduate Spring Term should contact Margaret Willey in 
the TJC Records Office immediately if they have not already done so. It is imper­
ative that the Graduate Log and other paperwork be completed before you will be 
accepted for graduation. Also make sure that you have filled out your diploma card 
at the GVSC Records Office. If you have any questions, see Margaret (222 LHH, ext. 
358). 

Robes are available, free, from the Bookstore between May 23rd and June 6th. Stu­
dents cannot participate in commencement without robes, so be sure you pick them 
up on time. 
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MARY'S CORNER 

Pe:te.Jt MaJL6ha.ll dropped in with news about his "favorite" person, Hucli_ Sww. She 
is working with a research facility involving maintenance of primates (about 200 
of them). Heidi feeds newborn primates, takes care of them completely. All of 
this she does at the Bowman Gray School of Medicine as a veterinary technician. 
Interestingly enough, they are presently doing research on arteriosclerosis and 
PBB by feeding Michigan dairy products to the monkeys. 

SCUUJ.h BU6h writes to say she is "living in the sun and loving it" from Ventura, 
California. 

Bobbie Hill. would like to know "what has happened to John StennenJ.i. II 

If you would like information about the Peoples College of Law, a radical alterna­
tive law school in Los Angeles, .I have some information on it. 

I must announce enthusiastically, and with great pride, that the winners of the 
First, Second, and Thiid Places in the Lanthorn's Expressive Arts Photography Con­
test were all T JC students. First prize went to John Haa.6k.e for his picture "Look­
ing Back." Second prize went to HoUIJ PJUc.e, and third prize wen to J.lm Gil.nix. 
Congratulations to all of you! 

Another outstanding winner is Ann FilemljJt., who won First Place in the Lanthorn's 
Creative Writing Contest for the following poem: 

Travelling With My Bosom Buddy 

He sleeps now like a dinosaur 
wrapped in the thick bronze chains of extinction 
I want to rouse the beautiful child 
sleeping on his young whiskered face 
The gravity of his great body pulls me 
touching the moundhollows of skin on bone 
I want to kiss lightly enough 
to wake him without his knowing 
I kissed 

Sue MCV1.c.U6' mother writes that Sue is now married and lives in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada. She works with the Mines Branch of the Province of Manitoba, and her hus­
band, Rog HMhlnJ.i, is doing prospecting for the Provincial government. Both Sue 
and Roger are geologists. 

TJC students are really working with enthusiasm on a completely student-organized, 
student-run, and even mostly student-financed Graduation Party that bids fair to 
be the best ever. 

I heard from Ron and Kalj VandeJtMeeJt. Kay was a former TJC student, too, under the 
name of Kay Shafer. They have a daughter, Kitty, born July 28, 1972, and a son, 
Randy, who arrived January 6, 1977. Ron joined the U.S. Navy as an electronics 
technician in the nuclear program, and has advanced to Petty Officer Second Class. 
They are currently living at a closing-down Air Force base north of Springfield, 
Massachusetts. Ron says the area is beautiful and has many historic landmarks. 
Both Ron and Kay would welcome hearing from their friends at TJC. You can write 
or stop in. Their address is: 3 Cowan Avenue, Westover Air Force Base, Massachu­
setts 01020. You can call them if you're in the area at 413/593-3194. 
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Students In Need (SIN) recently had a Bake Sale which netted them $92.56. Sue File­
m!Jlt did a tremendous job in organizing and we thank everybody for their generous 
contributions. Yes, SIN is still flourishing and we think a lot of students are 
grateful it's around. 

A good sized article with pictures appeared in the Michigan Travelog of February 
1977 about M,i,Qkey CavendVt . It described Mickey's living in a teepee in a thorn­
apple thicket three miles from campus. Mickey, who is a self-styled aesthetic, 
is an art student and works as a studio assistant in the Ceramics Department. He 
says, "an unharried lifestyle encourages craftsmanship and is essential for any 
artist. 11 Upon graduation he plans to move his teepee to his summer camp near Cross 
Village, where he has a kiln and potter's wheel. Mick is also very much interested 
in music and sings and plays classical flute as well as piano and bass viol. Some­
day he may trade his primitive refuge for a more conventional one but, philosophizes 
Mi ck, 11 in a world shaped so much by man, it becomes important for him to stay in 
tune with nature's harmony. 11 

I must close with an especially warm greeting to our graduates, listed below: 

Cynthia Asquith 
James Bauer 
Marie Bauer 
Daniel Becker 
Susan Bell 
James Blunt 
Michael Boudrie 
Lori Cipparone 
Michelle Dosch 
Irene Elk 
Michael Faden 
Guy Fineout 
Larry George 
Willow Harcourt 

Lynn Hartle 
Margaret Haynes 
Charles Hayse 
Daniel Kall i ck 
Mark Helgeson 
Ed Konkle 
Martin Koosed 
Andrew Licht 
Robert Loren 
Richard Moyer 
Maureen McDonough 
Teresa Mills 
Karle Murdock 
Marjorie Oostenburg 
Clifford Parr 

TJC MAIL Bl\G 

Jo Ellen Pasman 
Mary Peloquin 
Susan Peterson 
Holly Price 
Martin Ribeiro 
Kathy Rubinoff 
George Simmons 
Judith Sadovsky 
Thoma.s Snyder 
Edwin Throckmorton 
Jeff Trucks 
Judy Trumbull 
Dale Woodbeck 
Michael Zerphy 

Following are excepts from a letter received from John Bf aQkWe.li who is currently 
living in the Sunbelt in Hulto, Texas. He has been watching the robins nibbling 
on the chinaberry bushes in his backyard and acting quite strangely. It seems the 
robins get intoxicated on the chinaberry and gather together, have arguments, and 
chant, generally making all kinds of noise. Says John, 11 

••• there are always a few 
lone tipplers nibbling away. 11 He has been working as a beekeeper. A rather dilap­
idated house, which he is fixing up, is included in the job. John asks, "How is 
TJC? 11 He wants to know if 11 Nobody 11 is still Dean, and just what is happening around 
TJC. 11 Is Allendale a ghost town and corn grown on the lands again?" Is chicory 
growing through the asphalt? He asks for some back issues of the Newsletter too. 
He also sends the following messages: Von Klu n -- read any good books lately? 
MMk Seeley -- I have some red-breasted poetry to chirp in the next Poetry Festi­
val; will send them in the spring. John says hi to all his friends and asks that 
you write him at: P.O. Box 332, Hulto, Texas 78634 



-6-

T JC ALUt-'V'J I 

l. Cathy BeaJtd (Hen!l.y) works for Aetna now, handling medical insurance claims 
for federal employees, in Columbus, Ohio. 

2. MaJtk Lew,Uon has just been notified that he was accepted as one of twenty stu­
dents (out of hundreds of applicants) at the University of Michigan Journal­
ism School for Fall 1977. 

3. We hear from Bau and Pammy Gtc.aveJ.i that they are now rather permanently situ­
ated, doing well, their store is thriving, they are in the New England County 
Dance Movement, and that they need the following addresses: 

Ed RobeJL-t6on: G5270 Powell Road, Romeo, Michigan, 48065 

Jo Ellen PMman: 2012 Frieze, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48104 

w.£ EvanJ.i; Vavid Sh~; CYIIU.,6 M~Eilwie: we have no addresses for these three. 
If anyone can help us out, please write me directly and/or write to Pam and 
Bau. We would like to get their names for our mailing list. 

Pam and Bau's address is: Welcome Home Music, 2 Center Street, Brunswick, Maine, 
04011. They'd love to hear from any of their old friends. 

4. MaJtk ~ell. "assumes his county post May 2," appeared under Mark's picture 
in the Grand Rapids Press. Mark will be the new Kent County game and dog war­
den. Mark worked with the Humane Society and with the Youth Ministry, both 
of which experiences should have helped him prepare for his present 15-thou­
a-year job. 

5. Ma.Ju..l_yn ~ell. is working for the Kalamazoo Center in Kalamazoo. 

6. F~ank Vandell.Wail (Pa~o) is living in Anaheim, California. He just recently 
graduated with a degree in gemology, and is knee-deep in precious stones like 
diamonds, working with fine jewels. He enjoys the hot weather and beach. 

7. Pat En~on says that Sandy Klun has just been offered a position with Planned 
Parenthood. 

8. John BenJ.ieJL visited TJC on Monday, March 21st. He came in from New Orleans 
where he has been living and working for a year. John originally went to New 
Orleans via sailboat down the Mississippi River. A friend of his is now tak­
ing the boat around the coast of the U.S. to New York, and John is returning 
to Grand Rapids to work for awhile. 

9. Sally WM.6ink is in San Francisco with a "lost" TJC'er, CaJtol Gundell..6on. Their 
present address is: 796 Pine, Apartment #30, San Francisco, California, 94108. 

10. J~ Wh-Lte is with the Independence Realty Corporation in Wyoming, Michigan, and 
sent us his card with his picture on it and everything. 

11. Vavid AU.6.6i~keJL writes to say he is presently Director of Cooperative Education 
at Oakland University in Rochester. This program involves a formal internship 
experience for undergraduates. He misses "western Michigan this time of year 
-- particularly sailing on the .lake," but writes that we should let him know 
if we have another admissions reception in the Detroit area: he'd be glad to 
attend. 
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12. SuJ.>y A~hley recently wrote to us, and I would like to share portions of her 
letter with you: 

" ... My husband and old TJC classmate, Andy Mi dd1..eman, and myself are tempor­
arily living at 1044 Valencia, Apartment #2, in San Francisco. We are soak­
ing up the sunshine and waiting for Michigan to thaw out so we can return to 
visit family and friends over the summer (and perhaps teach at TJC). 

"San Francisco is quite a switch after living on a farm in northern British 
Columbia for seven months. The farm was beautiful and we enjoyed the time 
we spent there, but trying to live and farm with a great-uncle who has home­
steaded on his own for 40 years proved to be more than we could comfortably 
handle. Andy loved the farming and misses the farm even more than I do. I 
enjoyed the woodstove and kerosene lamps, but I have gained a new appreciation 
for flush toilets and electric blankets. 

"Although I taught ballet classes in Canada this past summer, danced at Hope 
College winter 1975 and at Banff (Canada) summer 1975, I am happy to be in 
Frisco, taking daily dance classes with Dance Spectrum, a modern ballet com­
pany. Learning much from this professional group and spend most of my time 
sewing costumes and dancing and helping keep the studio clean. (I'm on a 
work scholarship) Hope to see a lot of old friends when we're in Michigan 
this summer!" 

If anyone would like to write me, or has any information about TJC alumni or about 
themselves, please do so. I handle the Alumni section of the Newsletter, so all 
your correspondence should be addressed to me. My address is: 9620 Bend Drive, 
Jenison, Michigan. I'd love to hear from any and all of you . 

-- Kaye Meana 

"LOST" ALUMNI 

I'm Sha11.on BuJ.>h, custodian of the TJC file boxes (active students, inactive stu­
dents, graduates) and keeper of the mailing lists (Students -- those who entered 
TJC at any time but have never graduated; Graduates; and Interested People). I 
married a T JC graduate last year ( remember Ron BuJ.>h?). He I s throwing pottery about 
two miles from here, at home. Mary and Kaje let me adopt this job at the first 
of the year, saving me from the Winter Blahs, and I transferred from the CAS stu­
dios to TJC shortly thereafter, leaving me with no time for Spring Fever. 

For fifteen hours per week, I try to keep up with TJC's nomads as they change ad­
dresses and jobs, get married, graduate, return, go on to graduate work -- and all 
I have to work on is wha;t you teU me. Please, folks. I've had complaints from 
people who neve11. tell me where they've gone! I want letters, cards, phone calls, 
telegrams, anything! I've been avalanched a few times already. I can take it. 
If you write to anyone at TJC, tell them to forward your address on to me. Or just 
write to me directly. 

Other things I'd like to know: 

Misspelled names -- I'll teach that computer how to spell. When it can do 
that, we'll give it an honorary B.Ph. 

More Newsletters than you need -- Geo1tge Robb, you 1 11 only get one now. Are 
any others of you receiving more than your share? Let us know. Just make 
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sure we know to send yours. And, if anyone is getting a Newsletter addressed 
to prev i ous roommate , do you have a correct address for him/her? I can send 
you your own copy too, if that 1 s the only one your house gets. 

now, another episode of Lost Alumni. Here's the cast: 

William Backstrom Mindy Guzzardo John D. Olson 
Jack Baker Michael Guzzardo John Pacholski 
Donald Bannister Judy Hathaway Mark Pearson 
Ronald Blum Charles Heath Teresa Podgorski 
Frank Bodenmiller Ruth Ike Gary Reed 
Dean Boonstra Seth Jones Yvonne Rosencrans 
Robert Borey Salem Joseph Michael Roys 
Raymond Bradford Mitch Kahn Lawrence Rugg 
Patrick Brennan Carol Kleinhecksel David Schuchman 
Bruce Carpenter Charlie Klivans Kathryn Scanlon 
Thompson Clay Janice Knapp Timothy Schenk 
Robert Coheri Richard Knott Robert Schlueter 
Gregory Cox Steven Kuchta Janice Shapiro 
Michael Cox Margaret Kunig Carl Smith 
Deborah Dewing Deborah Lee Roger Stephens 
John Dowling William Little James Tabak 
Mary Beth Dunlap Lawrence Mahannah Richard Thayer 
Virginia Elenbaas Robert Mandigo Betty Tryon 
Christopher Engen Maryne 11 Margo Michael Van Bragt 
John Erickson Richard Meade Jean Ver Planck 
Terry Faler Susan Michmerhuizen Julie Ann Voorhies 
Lynn Faust Janet Murdock David t~agemaker 
Dennis Freese Douglas Myers Jeffrey Wainoris 
Norma Garvin Nancy Newberry Avery Wenger 
Daniel Gauss Herman Nichols Julie Whiten 
Stephen Geddes Patricia O1 Connor Margaret Wright 
Barrett Goodspeed David Oliver Maureen Zajkowski 

I realize that some of these people may be getting our Newsletter under their mar­
ried names. If you are on the list but get this Newsletter, send us a name correc­
tion please. 

- - Sha!to n BM h 

GRADUATION PARTY 

A graduation party for all Winter Term and Spring Term 1977 graduates is being planned 
for Wednv.:,da.y, June ,~~- It is being handled totally by students. The party will 
be held at Cheyenne Ranch (on M-45 just a few miles east of the college) from 12:00 
noon on. The party is free, but all students are being asked to bring one dish for 
the Potluck. The beverages will be free as long as the money lasts but the planning 
committee is asking that anyone who can afford it please give a donation. If you 
have a little extra, give it someone at the Student Resource Center and tell them 
it 1 s marked for drinks at the Graduation Party. Any donations (big or small) will 
be appreciated. If you would like to help with the planning, work, or clean-up, 
contact Sue FilemyJt in the Student Resource Center (169 LHH, ext 285). Mark this 
date in your calendar, and plan on a great day of fun and sunshine! 

l 
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A PERSONAL HISTORY OF THOMAS JEFFERSON COLLEGE 

DAN ANDERSEN is a faculty member of Thomas Jefferson College, and serves as Admis­
sions Chairman for the TJC Admissions Committee. He has been with the Grand Val­
ley State Colleges for thirteen years -- eight of which were with the School of 
General Studies, later to be known as Thomas Jefferson College. Dan is married 
to Vow, a Spanish teacher, and they have three children: Vanna, a TJC student; 
Vavid, a law student at Wayne State University; and Vonnie,, a fourth-grader. Gar­
dening is Dan's chief avocation. His academic background is in physics and mathe­
matics. His main interest is in ecology, energy issues, and trying to adopt low­
energy life-styles. Most important, Dan is a wonderful human being, dedicated, 
sincere, and concerned. 

I asked Dan if hP. would reolv to the 
followinq questions which I felt would 
be of great interest to all of us at 
TJC and to a great many people at GVSC. 
Since Dan has been here practically 
from the beginning of GVSC, he is es­
pecially qualified to answer the first 
question. In fact, Dan told me he 
was so carried away by the history 
of the beginning of the college that 
he had all he could do to restrain 
himself from letting it turn into a 
book. As it is. he delved into it 
deeoer than we had nlanned. so we de­
cided he would answer the first 9ues­
tion here and we would make a series 
with the next questions. 

This first article is in resoonse to 
the question, A6 one, ot the, toundeA6 
at TJC (o'1..iginail'.y the s~hoof 06 Ge,n­
via,t Studle,o ) , would you tell UI.> the, 
ILeMon.6, the, in6pi1Lation, behind the, 
6of1Jrl,{,ng 06 tYUJ.i uUl.>telL ~allege.. What 
we,11,e, you fook.ing noJL? 

In subsequent issues Dan will answer 
the fo 11 owing: 

2. What did you find? Some good -­
some not so good -- things? 

3. Can you recall the changes developing through the years, and how the School 
of General Studies became TJC? What people and events played a leading role 
in shaping TJC? 

4. Thomas Jefferson College today? How do you see it? What next? 

The following response is to the first question on the inspiration behind the found­
ing of TJC: 

-- MMy Te, PMtie, 
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The GVSC faculty, administration, and Board of Control made an early commitment 
to "decentralization." This was way back in 1 64 and 1 65. We were aware of new 
colleges that were intended to be "different" in some way from the usual, but 
quickly became the mirror image of the usual departmentalized, highly-structured 
liberal arts college. Just what form this decentralization would take was the 
object of much study and planning. An early model was to set up several "colleg­
iate societies" -- physically separate building clusters, each accomodating around 
1500 students and each offering a complete program. The "Great Lakes'' buildings 
were envisioned as the first of these, the "Islands" (Mackinac, Manitou) as the 
next, etc. It was soon realized this would be too cumbersome. Loutit Hall could 
serve as a centralized science faculty serving both "collegiate societies," but 
how about library facilities? and physical education facilities? Would each col­
legiate society have its own English, history, math, etc. departments? Or would 
there be single such departments spread among the several collegiate societies? 

The commitment to decentralization remained firm, but the form evolved from phy­
sically separate clusters to administratively separate clusters. 

Back in '66 (or thereabouts) an informal faculty group, the "New School Committee," 
met and deliberated on what a new school here at GVSC should be. Gil Davis was 
on it, and Daniel Clock, maybe Lee Kaufman and Bill Baum. I was too busy in CAS 
physics to attend. Later, perhaps fall '67, the entire faculty was divided into 
two study groups: Group I to consider the existing college and forw. its future, 
Group II to plan a new school. The "New School Committee" graduated to Group II 
and I, too, joined it. Group I planning led to CAS; Group II planning led to the 
School of General Studies, later named Thomas Jefferson College. 

So the School of General Studies came into being in the fall term of 1968, with 
four full-time faculty, including its chairman Daniel Clock, and 80 students. At 
first it was considered an "experimental unit" of CAS. But that raised an issue: 
if SGS were simply a CAS experiment, what would happen if the CAS (then all GVSC) 
decided to terminate the experiment? Should this unit have autonomy to make its 
own decisions and determine its own direction? I have vivid recollections of a 
crucial faculty meeting in 132 Huron dealing with the whole issue. As we moved 
toward the vote on it, a persuasive argument by my friend and colieague, John Ba­
ker, then chairman of the CAS Physics Department, seemed to resolve the issue and, 
for SGS, save the day. He said that if this new group was to be experimental, 
they simply must be free to experiment! And this could not be if the faculties 
were combined and the new unit didn't have its own autonomy ... a faculty vote at 
any time could kill it! The vote was to create two separate self-governing units. 
And that set the patterns followed here at GVSC ever since! 

Subsequently, in the fall term of 1970, as I recall, an administrative reorgani­
zation took place to provide for separate self-governing colleges on the one cam­
pus, sharing the physical facilities in some measure, but having their own facul­
ties, deans, course offerings, programs, and degrees. The growth to four under­
graduate colleges and two graduate colleges followed. And, of course, the basic 
framework for more such units is here. 

The new School of General Studies was not considered an honors college in the sense 
of having students who get top grades. But it was considered a school for students 
with lots of self-motivation and ability to work on their own. For a very large 
fraction of each student's program was to be by independent study under a faculty 
supervisor. There were no seminars as we have them today. There was a "Common 
Program," a set of Examination Courses, and the Special (Independent) Studies -­
that was it! That was our total curriculum! 

The Common Program was a set of ~eqUAAed ~oU!L6v.,. Everyone coming to the new school 
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took three terms of the New Student Problem Series, ranging over the social sci­
ences, natural sciences and math, and humanities in the fall, winter, and spring. 
Beyond that, one's involvement in the Common Program depended upon the amount of 
credit transferred in. For a freshman it amounted to 65 credits of neql.UfLed QOuM e 
wonk, climaxing in a Senior Thesis and Senior Colloquium! 

Each faculty member offered at least three 5-credit Examination Courses at first, 
and the list was to grow. The idea was that students would study the subject, 
mostly on their own, armed with a syllabus and reading list for the term, and then 
"present themselves for examination" when ready. Weekly, voluntarily-attended, 
one-hour sessions with the examiner were available. A comprehensive written ex­
amination and a follow-up oral examination/evaluative tutorial determined the out­
come (grading back then was S-satisfactory, U-unsatisfactory, I-incomplete). 

Students were expected to do about one-third of their work in each of the curri­
cular divisions: Common Program, Examination Courses, and Special Studies. As 
mentioned above, students were expected to be self-motivated and able to pursue 
studies independently, because of the large amounts of independent work. The Com­
mon Program required students to be rather articulate, concerned with issues of 
the day, able to research a topic thoroughly and present their researches either 
orally or in writing. In short, we were looking for serious scholars who preferred 
independent studies and close contact with faculty as their approach to their aca­
demic careers. 

[Part II--Results; Part III--Changes; and Part IV--TJC Today will be included in 
future editions of the Newsletter. Watch for them ... ] 

-- Van AndeJi6en 

FACULTY NOTES 

Bill StJuQkfand has been invited as Artist-in-Residence to Oxbow Workshops 1977 
this summer. There are three sessions altogether at Oxbow, and Bill will be teach­
ing in the second one (July 10-July 30). His workshops will cover raku, primitive 
pottery, and the geology of pottery. In 1976 Oxbow was initiated as a new inter­
disciplinary workshop sitatuion for professionals. The program is especially de­
signed for artists and teachers and advanced students who wish to participate in 
a working experience with invited artists-in-residence and with coordinators of 
various shops and studios. Workshops are available in painting, printmaking, cer­
amics, sculpture, and photography. Bill urges all students interested in this 
program to apply for participation. Information on the program is available from 
him. 

Pne/2iden:t LubbeJi6 has just appointed Van AndeJi6en to the position of Liaison Of­
ficer to the Danforth Fellowship Program for 1977/1978. 

Linda Srru:th will be joining Z~uz~anna Budape/2~ (feminist witch) on her interna­
tionally-organized pilgrimage to the island of Lesbos (Greece) this summer and 
fall. This women's pilgrimage is dedicated to discovering/developing the myths, 
rituals, and history of women in western civilization. Linda will be taking a 
leave-of-absence fall term in order to attend; she will return to her teaching 
duties Winter Term 1978. 
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Bi CC Ha.ni~oH was just recently notified that his New Mexico Field Study Program 
in Archaeology has been reinstated at TJC. He will therefore be taking a group 
of students with him this summer to work on the archaeological dig of Indian ruins 
in New Mexico. All students who are interested in the program should see him. 
There are no prerequisities or requirements for participation; but it is neces­
sary to see Bill in person before signing up for the course. All participants 
will be living in an open camp for the entire ten weeks and will learn about all 
the numerous aspects of working at an archaeological dig. It's an invaluable ex­
perience! If you're interested, sign up with Bill soon; space is limited. 

Blld Hagga Jtd has been invited to participate in three archaeological digs in the 
Middle East during the next nine months. During the summer he will be working 
on two separate digs in Jordan, and next fall he will be moving on to another dig 
in Egypt (this third one is still in the planning stage~ and has not yet been fin­
ally approved by its sponsor). Bud was invited to join all three projects as a 
result of his extensive knowledge of Biblical history and archaeology. So it is 
very possible that Bud will not be returning to TJC until Spring Term 1978, when 
he will hopefully return to his teaching duties with some interesting courses 
based on his work. 

Ron E6Jton was just elected to the Board of Directors of the Community Counselling 
and Personal Growth Ministry in Grand Rapids. 

G,i,l_ Vav,0., was asked to give us news of any recent appointments or developments 
of interest to TJC, GVSC, and the community at large. We were literally over­
whelmed to receive the following news, along with information about an important 
grant award which has not been made official yet (and which we will announce to 
you later). Gil was recently appointed as Director of the Dyer-Ives Foundation 
Board. He was also elected Vice-Chairman of the Grand Rapids Planning Commission. 
He has been elected as Vice-Chairman of the Grand Rapids Community Development 
Citizen's Committee too. This committee makes recommendations for distribution 
of over four million dollars a year in federal communication development grants. 
In addition, Gil has also been invited to do research this summer at the Indiana 
University Institute for Sex Research Library (Kinsey Institute). The research 
is on the history and character of nineteenth-century pornography. 

Phy-llu., Thomplon is currently Chairperson of the Committee on the Status of Women 
Geographers, of the Association of American Geographers. 

Pa;t E6Jton is being seriously considered (and will probably receive confirmation 
any day now) for the appointment to the position of TJC Coordinator of the Cross­
College Women's Studies Program. She is also Director of the Women's Group Intern­
ship program, which emphasizes the idea of women working especially with other 
women ranging in age from 11 to 75. In addition, Pat just received a grant from 
the Kent Community Action Program Board of Center Directors for TJC students to 
construct a creative playground in the Grand Rapids inner city during the fall 
term. 

Jud,J:h M,[n;ty has been appointed Artist-in-Residence by the Michigan Council of the 
Arts. The grant for this will permit Ms. Minty to teach at the Muskegon Correc­
tional Facility under the Council's Confined Artist Program. Judy will be teach­
ing literature to prisoners during the eight-month program. She will begin with 
prose and gradually work into poetry, with the prisoners learning to write in both 
modes simultaneously with their reading studies. Judy held her first class on 
Sunday, May 15, and reported that -- despite her initial misgivings -- the class 
went beautifully and none of the students "walked out on her. 11 From the response 
to the first class, she can see that this kind of program is badly needed and 
wanted in the prisons. 
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REGISTRATION 

Swmnc/i Te/w1 Adv0.'ii119 and FaLt Tvun Adv~ing will be held on the same days: Thurs­
day / Friday/Monday, May 19/20/23. Classes will not be cancelled for advising days. 
It will be necessary 'for you to have your advisor's signature on all forms before 
you will be allowed to complete the registration process. Be sure to sign up on 
your advisor's door for an advising time. 

Swnm~'l. T v un Advanc.e Reg~;tJw,tion will take pl ace on Tuesday, May 24, in the Cam­
pus Center from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM and from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. You should com­
plete both TJC Internal and GVSC Advance Registration at the same time and on the 
same day. 

Fail Te.Jtm Advanc.e Reg~ .:t!Lation will take place according to the following schedule: 
TJC Internal Registration will take place on Tuesday, May 24, in the TJC Commons, 
Lake Huron Hall, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. GVSC Advance Registration will take 
place on Wednesday/Thursday/Friday, May 25/26/27 in the Campus Center from 9:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM (and from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM on Wednesday only). 

Swnm e.Jt Tvun Velaye.d Reg~.:t!Lation will take place on Thursday, June 23, in the Field­
house from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM and from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 

Fa,t.l'. Tvun Ve.iayed Re.g~.:t!Latio n will take place on Tuesday, September 20, in the 
Fieldhouse from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM and from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 

STUDENTS: BE SURE TO NOTE THESE DATES! 
same days. TJC Internal Registration 
GVSC Advance Registration days differ 
calendar of events in this Newsletter 

Advising for Summer and Fall are on the 
for Summer and Fall are on the same day. 
for each term. Check you schedules or the 
to make sure you have the right days. 

TJC WANTS PUBLICITY 

My job is to launch an intensive campaign to get public notice for the achievements 
of TJC faculty and students. We want to project the place as an exciting, chal­
lenging school that attracts incredible people: we want the world to know the 
truth about us. 

I need your help. If you know someone who has done/is doing something that makes 
you feel proud to be here, let me know. It might be something that can make other 
folks proud of us too. Keep us posted on your professional accomplishments. Help 
me let the world know that this is a fantastic place to be. 

If you like to write things, part of my job will be to channel information, arti­
cles, and stories about the school in directions they are most likely to get pub­
lished. Use your skill to let the world know what you know about Thomas Jeffer­
son College. Help me get the word out. 

-- Ro~a£ee. GJtable 
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NATIONAL POETRY FESTIVAL 

The National Poetry Festival 1977 is being held on the 
GVSC campus from August l through August 8. The program 
features AUa, RMl.lill Ed6on, Vavid Igna:tow, Ka:thl..een 
FnMe.JL, Vavid Mei,,tzen, ]e,1.)1.li~a Hagedonn, Lyn Li61.lhln, 
E~h~dge Knig~, and many others. They will give read­
ings, lead workshops, and participate in group discus­
sions. Multi-media performances, publishing workshops, 
poetry in prose, theatre, and music are some of our spe­
cial themes. Registration is $50, or you may register 
through Thomas Jefferson College. Write care of TJC for 
more details. 

-- Mank Seeley 

NEWS FLASH! 

Vi~e Pne,l.)idem H~ informs us that he has offered an appointment to G~enmo 
Fie.JLenl.) (world-renowned classical guitarist) as Visiting Artist-in-Residence for 
the academic year 1977/1978. All Guillermo's friends and devoted fans at TJC will 
be overjoyed with this news. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR DEAN 

Winter and Spring Terms at Thomas Jefferson College have been not only productive 
but also successful. A major curriculum study has culminated in a curriculum which 
is more visible than in the past, has elements of core courses and orderly sequence 
studies, pays more attention to advanced studies, includes an exciting new experi­
ment -- the Integrated Studies: Self and Civilization, continues our interest in 
process education, and adds energy to Field Studies and Internships. Better still, 
this was accomplished without building in rigidities, without closing off oppor­
tunities for new course ideas, and without adding requirements or institutionally 
designed programs. A new advising system will go into effect in the fall, and 
many plans are underway for faculty interaction and for individual efforts to im­
prove teaching skills and increase the emphasis on multi- and inter-disciplinary 
efforts. 

Equally important, enrollments are holding steady; students from the other colleges 
are taking more courses in TJC; faculty/student ratios are looking healthier; and 
applications are up for next fall. This substantial improvement in the numbers 
means TJC will not have to face major losses in faculty or budget for next year. 

Everything begins to look good for the coming year. Now we are looking forward 
to becoming the best and the best-known alternative college in the mid-west, if 
not in the country. 

-- PhyilM Thompl.lon 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Thursday 19 May 9:00- 5:00 TJC Offices *Advising for Summer Term 
and Fall Term 1977 

Friday 20 May 9:00- 5:00 TJC Offices *Advising for Summer Term 
and Fall Term 1977 

Monday 23 May 9:00- 5:00 TJC Offices *Advising for Summer Term 
and Fall Term 1977 

Tuesday 24 May 9:00- 4:00 TJC Commons *TJC Internal Registration 
for Summer Term 1977 

Tuesday 24 May 9:00- 4:00 TJC Commons *TJC Internal Registration 
for Fall Term 1977 

Tuesday 24 May 9:00- 4:00 Campus Center *GVSC Advance Registration 
5:00- 7:00 for Summer Term 1977 

\~ednesday 25 May 9:00- 3:00 Campus Center *GVSC Advance Registration 
5:00- 8:00 for Fall Term 1977 

Thursday 26 May 9:00- 3:00 Campus Center *GVSC Advance Registration 
for Fall Term 1977 

Friday 27 May 9:00- 3:00 Campus Center *GVSC Advance Registration 
for Fall Term 1977 

Tuesday 31 May 7:30 102-3LHH *"Wild Strawberries," (Berg-
man film) 

Wednesday 01 June 12:00-10:00 Cheyenne Ranch *TJC Graduation Party 
Thursday 02 June 8:00 CC Theatre *"Comedy of Errors" PAC play 
Friday 03 June 8:00 CC Theatre *"Comedy of Errors" PAC play 
Saturday 04 June 8:00 CC Theatre *"Comedy of Errors" PAC play 
Monday 06 June 9:00- 3:00 Bookstore *Last Day to pick up Robes 

for Graduation 
Friday 10 June *Last Day of Spring Term 
Saturday 11 June 12:00 Fieldhouse *Commencement Exercises 
Thursday 23 June 9:00- 4:00 Fieldhouse *Delayed Registration for 

Summer Term 1977 
Monday 27 June *First Day of Summer Term 

1977 Cl asses 
Thursday 28 July 9:00- 4:00 Records Office *Delayed Registration for 

Second Five-Week Classes, 
Summer Term 1977 

Thursday 28 July *Last Day of First Five-Week 
Classes, Summer Term 1977 

Monday 01 Aug *First Day of Second Five-
Week Classes, Summer Term 
1977 

Monday 01 Aug *First Day of National Poetry 
Festival 1977 

Monday 08 Aug *Last Day of National Poetry 
Festival 1977 

Thursday 01 Sept *Last Day of Summer Term 1977 
Classes 

Tuesday 20 Sept *Delayed Registration Fall 
Term 1977 

Thursday 22 Sept *First Day of Classes, Fall 
Term 1977 
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