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The women write that they too tap fingers click teeth shrug.

They too echo surreptitiously.

They too hid from schoolchildren.

They too are ritual adepts, wear thick socks, eat anything or nothing.

The women write that they too

Have smoothed the wrinkled paper family histories and submitted them 
to doctors and studied a patterned code to whisper into rooms where 
other women wait for them with stims like handknit lace.

A flickering body of women at keyboards like looms, writing each other 
into warmth as if offering a shawl of soft wool.

—Aimee Chor

Aimee Chor is a poet who lives in Seattle with her husband and two 
children. The recipient of Fulbright and Mellon fellowships, she holds 
degrees in religious studies from and has taught at Carleton College and 
The University of Chicago.         
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