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OUR VIEW 

Student Senate's 
food bu_~get is 
exorbitant 

Have you seen many. overweight student senators 
lately? If you have, you shouldn't be surprised. 

According to the Student Senate Budget 
Recommendation for 1997-98, the five committees, 
along with the committees for the President's Ball and 
General Operations, charge students an average of 
$638.57 each for food. We realize that Senate is unique as 
an organization in that they. act as an intermediary 
between students and administration, but this still 
doesn't explain why they have to eat so much. 

The least amount was $ 100 for Community Affairs. 
The highest was $1,800 for Student Resources. Who 
needs to eat this much, especially at the expense of other 
students? 

How can Senate justify spending so much money on 
food when other organizations fight for $10 to make 
posters and photocopies. Why doesn't Senate 
charge themselves dues like some other organizations? 

Student Senate recommended to allocate to all other 
groups a combined $2,981 for food. It is unfair to 
compare the needs and wants of Senate to other student 
organizations because of Senate's uniqueness. But are 
they so unique that they need to allocate themselves 
money in order provide each Senator with $150 per 
school year for food? 

We recognize that this money isn't spent at the 
discretion of each Senator and the money does go 
towards events such as the President's Ball, but that 
raises another question of whether Senate needs to be the 
organization promoting such events. Wouldn't a group 
like Major Campus Activities or Student Organization 
Network be better suited to sponsor this event? 

Senate allocates themselves a lot of money for things 
such as food and we do understand that the money does 
go for some legitimate purposes. However, the entire 
amount isn't necessary. 

We would like to see a different or improved checks 
and balances system within Senate so smaller organiza­
tions don't get shorthanded during the budget process. 
Perhaps in taking up the some of the ideas of James 
Class, the current Student Senate President, next year's 
Student Senate should allow student organizations to 
approve Senate· s budget. 

We understand that Senate attempts to be as much like 
any official government body as possible. but we are 
students earning low-paying wages, who more often than 
not have 10 rely on Financial Aid to go to school. And 
Senate needs to remember that. If other student 
organizations don't have similar food budgets, neither 
should Senate. After all, there are groups out there who 
host more events than Senate. 
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Current president advises new senators 
BY JAMES CLASS 
STUDENT" SENATE PRESIDENT 

As Student Senate changes 
over, so do its priorities. 
Whereas this year, the 

Cabinet and General Assembly 
set out to address Housing needs, 
academic affairs, and the long­
range planning of the university, 
Student Senate next year will 
undoubtedly seek new directions. 
Almost half of the 1997-1998 
senators have fresh faces and 
ideas for action. For all those 
interested in the future of our 
campus, I suggest that our new 
student leaders focus their 
energies on the following issues: 

•Simplify A/locations 
procedures. The number of 
student groups constantly 
increases, bringing more requests 
and far more paperwork. 
Currently, the budget session 
goes overnight-and with more 

Student Life dollars rolling in, 
the pool for new organizations 
will have to grow. In short, the 
process needs to involve other 
aspects of student life . New 
senators could meet with SON 
and hammer our a proposal to 
divvy up the process to shift its 
focus to the appeals process. 

•Establish partnerships with 
complementary 0rf?anizations. 
RHA has shown interest in 
working with the Community 
Affairs Committee. and its 
members could provide some of 
the most responsive action to 
Housing concerns that the 
campus has ever seen. 
Furthermore, why not make 
campus-wide affairs like 
President's Ball an activity of 
other student groups as weJl'l 
And were we to combine the 
"forum" quality of SON with 
Senate's access to administrators. 
we could hold some the greatest 

"round tables" ever seen. 
•Take possession of rh,, 

university srandinK commi/lee1 
In the past, students have no1 
shown too active an interest rn 
the campus standing comrniuee, 
However, when people d0 
express interests. the result, ha\L' 
been phenomenal. I challenfL' 
every new Senator to sit nn ;1 
standing committee and hl'lp 
bolster Senate's inlluenn· 
Students can be truly inlluen11:il 
if only they would try . 

•Outreach to student ~rnup, I 
have heard idea, about oulrl'ach 
from all kinds of sources Thl' 
question is. who will have 1hL' 
courage to implenil'nl 
something'} Who will sit dnll. n 
and think of 1he wording 1ha1 \11 II 
forces senators 10 1al,..l' 
responsibility') The lJUl',11n11 h.1, 
no easy answer,. hut I kt'I 

confident thal we can rind .111 
answer 

Question of t·he Week: 
What is your best April Fool's joke ? 

"My _brother covmd 
/ dog food in chocolate 
> an4lare it .. 



11 .,. 

, I 

. CQ:ffli,fts Concerns-

A .. Tainted Ballot 

. ' 
The freedom qf an unhindered vote 

.in a 'dell\ocratic electio;n - is perhaps 
: •. •'one of 'th~ finer cornerstones which 
· ·c;,ur country's institutions of 

government and society are 
I · · / 

·. estcµ>lished. Unfortunately, this 
freedom has often been ignored and 

· cast . · to the wayside by many 
misinformed and uninterested · 
citizens. However, when an 

· individual chooses to exercise 
their privilege to vote and thus 

· have an effect on government, he or 
she should be commended-or at the 
very least, allowed .to vote without 
·hindrance . or peer judgment. 
Onfortun~tely, this uncontested 
freedom to vote was grossly 

' infringed upon during the recent 
· Student Senate elections. 

Essentially, a few individuals were 
unnecessa ·rily harassed while 
filling out ballot forms. These 
prospective voters had their 
judgment questioned by the 

··individual working at the ballot 
table. After one student filled out 
a ballot, the worker incredulously 
questioned him by asking him, 
"You're voting for *****???? Have 
you read what he wrote? (referring 
to his personal statement in the 
Lanthorn) He's way out there." 
Obviously the worker did not retain 
a very favorable opinion about the 
specific candidates. 

The problem in this situation lies 
in the fact that the voter's 
judgment was questioned. Also, the 
voter's decision could have , been 
adversely effected by the ballot 
worker's comment. What exactly gave 
this worker the right to criticize 
the voting habits of these 
individuals? In my understanding, 
the ballot should have had a secret 
casting-keeping both the voter and 
his/her decision anonymous. 
Although the worker's comment 
probably did not alter the voters' 
choice, the fact remains that the 
election process was tainted. 

Student Senate is a very 
respectable and prestigious 
organization. The student body 
should have the utmost confidence in 
Senate's ability to make proper 
decisions and carry out beneficial 
policy making . If the students find 
a flaw in Senate's agenda, they can 
possibly change the face of Senate 
through due process of election. 
However, how can voters do so if 
this due process is no longer viable 
and legitimate? It should not be 
said that this incident is a "mole­
hill• turned into a mountain. The 
Student Senate's impeccable 
credibility thus far could be 
endangered by the whimsical and bias 
remarks of one unprofessional 

individual. 

Patrick G . . Miller 
Student 
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''I've already 

got a great 

summer job 

in the works. All I had to do was call and register 

with Olsten:' ~ 
Don't wait. S_tart lining up a great,summer job now. 

(?lste~ ~s1gn~nts are_ an ideal way for you to mke good money 
while gaming solid exp_enence in exciting 1;>rofessions. Accounting, 
fi_n~ce, _office automauon, law, telemarkeong, manufacturing and 
distnbubon, to name just a few. It's a great introduction to the 
working world 

~lste~ has jobs that last a day or all summer long - at all levels. 
It s going to be a busy summer. So call now and get the job you want. 

01-~~IIJI-

( 616) 452-8367 
(616) 247-0004 
( 616) 363-8290 


