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A Tainted Ballot

The freedom of an unhindered vote
in a democratic election is perhaps
one of the finer cornerstones which
our «country’'s inhstitutions of
government and society are
established. Unfortunately, this
freedom has often been ignored and
cast to the wayside by many
misinformed and uninterested
citizens. However, when an
individual <chooses to exercise
their privilege to vote and thus
have an effect on government, he or
she should be commended-or at the
very least, allowed to vote without
hindrance or peer judgment.

Unfortunately, this uncontested mm,wml;q%).
freedom to vote was grossly mwmcm@;mw“féﬂgg,:nuwww
infringed upon during the recent Bxckdes Specdl ponss Apdl 16 1991

- Student Senate elections.
Essentially, a few individuals were
unnecessarily harassed while

filling out ballot forms. These
prospective voters had their
judgment gquestioned by the
“individual working at the ballot

table. After one student filled out HARMONYHOUSE
a ballot, the worker incredulously
questioned him by asking him,
syou're voting for *****???? Have
you read what he wrote? (referring
to his personal statement in the
Lanthorn) He’s way out there.”
Obviously the worker did not retain
a very favorable opinion about the

ry favoraby GRAND RAPIDS
specific candidates.
The problem in this situation lies 3575 287H ST. S.E. (IN FRONT OF EASTBROOK MALL)

in the fact that the voter’'s
judgment was questioned. Also, the 940 9070
voter’'s decision could have been
adversely effected by the ballot
worker’s comment. What exactly gave
this worker the right to criticize
the voting habits of these
individuals? In my understanding,
the ballot should have had a secret
casting—keeping both the voter and
his/her decision anonymous.
Although the worker'’s comment
probably did not alter the voters’
choice, the fact remains that the
election process was tainted.
student Senate is a very
respectable and prestigious in the works. All I had to do was call and register
organization. The student body
should have the utmost confidence in . -
Senate’s ability to make proper “r]t}l Ol
decisions and carry out beneficial Sten'
policy making. If the students find
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“I've already
got a great

summer job

Don't wait. Start lining up a great summer job now.

a flaw in Senate’s agenda, they can ' Ohwaassgnments ol : -

: Dlsten assignments are an ideal way for you to mke good money
possibly change the face of Ser.late while gaining solid experience in exciting professions. Accounting,
through due process of election. finance, office automation, law, telemarketing, manufacturing and

distribution, to name just a few. It's a great introduction to the

However, how can Vvoters do so if rvoeking world.

this due process 1s 1o longer viable Olsten has jobs that last a day or all summer long - at all levels.
and legitimate? It should not be It's going to be a busy summer. So call now and get the job you want.
said that this incident is a *mole-

hill” turned into a mountain. The (616) 452-8367

Student Senate’s impeccable (616) 247-0004

(616) 363-8290

credibility thus far could Dbe
endangered by the whimsical and bias
remarks of one unprofessional

individual.

patrick G. Miller
Student "‘ OIStm'

v America is going to work with us™
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