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Best laid plans: Senior Joe Cox works on a set in the scene shop behind the stage in the Louis Armstrong Auditorium. Currently, the graduating actor is the president of the GVSU theater fraternity APO.

Senior theater major goes beyond the curtain to prepare for life, work after graduation
BY RENE RODRIGUEZ
GVL STAFF WRITER

F
or many seniors at Grand Valley State 
University, the final winter semester 
of their college careers is bittersweet. 
Theater major Joe Cox is no exception.

Cox has been thoroughly involved in the 
theatre program here during his entire time 
at GVSU, gracing the stage in several main 
stage productions such as “Romeo and Ju­
liet,” “Rhinoceros,” “As You Like It,” “The 
Braggart Soldier” and “Twelfth Night,” to 
name a few.

“My time here at Grand Valley has been 
very enjoyable,” Cox said. “My time with 
the GVSU theater department has been a 
great opportunity to discover and learn about 
every aspect of theatre. Outside of theatre 
my time here has been great. Surprisingly, 
I’ve only had teachers who I really enjoyed

and haven’t really had any negative experi­
ences.”

In addition to his roles in GVSU’s main 
stage performances, Cox has fleshed out his 
resume as a member of the student-run the­
ater organization STAGE and president of 
APO, GVSU’s theater fraternity.

“To me, theater means change,” Cox 
said. “I love theatre because of how differ­
ent it is from day-to-day. It really helps me 
not feel complacent and allows me to do 
something I love.”

Students who had worked with Cox in the 
past praised his willingness to collaborate 
with cast mates and the energy he brings to 
the productions he’s a part of.

“Joe is one of the most genuine, talented 
and personable people I’ve ever met,” said 
Colin Beerens, a GVSU senior. “He’ll help 
you rehearse and offer advice for how to im­
prove your performance. He’s very sincere

and dedicated to whatever project is at hand, 
but is always kind and helpful as well. Joe 
is just about everything you could want in 
an actor, director, organization leader and 
friend.”

Brynhild Weihe, another theatre major, 
said Cox always makes it his goal to put a 
smile on everyone’s face.

“To him, it’s just as important to enter­
tain the people he works with as well as the 
audience,” Weihe said.

Cox is no stranger to the theatre game, 
and as he leaves to go out into the real world 
he has some advice to give back to all stu­
dents at GVSU.

“Don’t take anything too seriously,” he 
said. “Always remember everyone around 
you is going through the exact same thing. 
It gets hard, but keep your chin up.”
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"To me, theater 
means change. I love 
theater because of 
how different it is 
from day-to-day. It 
really helps me not 
feel complacent and 
allows me to do 
something I love."

JOE COX
GVSU SENIOR
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Local film series highlights 
global comedy on camera
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A glimpse of history: A student admires the piece "Just a Glint in the Eye" by llo Battigelli. 
Battigelli's images from Saudi Arabia are featured in the Red Wall Gallery in Lake Ontario Hall.

Photo gallery gives rare look 
into history of Saudi Arabia
BY STEPHANIE ALLEN
GVL STAFF WRITER

Black-and-white pho­
tos depicting a rare history 
of Saudi Arabia are now 
on display at the Red Wall 
Gallery on Grand Valley 
State University’s Allendale 
Campus.

The series,“Saudi Arabia: 
1946-1954,” gives GVSU 
students, faculty and staff 
an interesting photographic 
look at the formation of the 
Saudi Arabia kingdom.

“I feel connected with a 
foreign place,” said fresh­
man Matt Oberski. photog­
raphy major at GVSU. “You 
can grasp their emotions and 
the different culture.”

The 18 photos were taken 
by the Italian photographer 
llo Battigelli and brought to 
GVSU by Sebastian Maisel, 
a modem languages and lit­
erature professor at GVSU.

The free exhibit is broken 
into four categories: village 
life, portraits, landscapes 
and the king. Each gives a 
detailed look at Saudi Ara­
bia’s developing kingdom.

Oberski said “Keif Alek,”

which translates to “How are 
you,” is his favorite photo. It 
shows two children holding 
each other’s faces, laugh­
ing.

“They’re having fun” 
he said. “American people 
might misjudge them be­
cause of the way they are 
dressed, but (the photo) 
makes them seem just like 
everyone else. It makes 
them look innocent.”

Battigelli started captur­
ing the unseen faces and vil­
lages. after being hired by 
the Aramco Oil Company in 
the mid 1940s.

He was granted permis­
sion to explore the Eastern 
Province and produce pic­
tures by King Abdul Aziz, 
with whom he gained a 
close friendship, said Paris 
Tennenhouse, GVSU ex­
hibit and collections design 
manager.

Before Battigelli, life in 
the Saudi Arabia kingdom 
was unknown and remained 
unseen to the Western world, 
Tennenhouse said. He docu­
mented social and economi­
cal life of citizens during the 
time he spent there, she said.

“(The photos) give in­
sight to a time and a culture 
that rarely had been seen,” 
Tennenhouse said. “It’s cul­
turally, historically and po­
litically important.”

Battigelli is hailed as a 
great photographer by the 
Italian and Saudi Arabian 
governments for his atten­
tion to detail and ability to 
document the strong role It­
aly played in the kingdom’s 
history. An obituary on the 
Aramco website said he re­
tired to Italy with his wife 
in 2000, and passed away in 
2009.

Tennenhouse urges stu­
dents to look at the photos 
to better understand the rich 
history of the Saudi Arabia 
kingdom.

“The photos are indi­
vidually interesting in them­
selves,” she said.

The exhibition runs 
through March 1. More in­
formation about the exhibi­
tion, and the gallery located 
in Lake Ontario Hall, is 
available at www.gvsu.edu/ 
artgallery.
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BY BRIAN LEDTKE
GVL STAFF WRITER

The Chiaroscuro film se­
ries is bringing enthusiasm 
to learning through humor 
with this year’s theme: “Hu­
mor Around the World.”

Zulema Moret, co­
founder of the film series, 
professor of modem lan­
guages and literature and 
Latin American Studies, 
said that in our world are 
thousands of languages 
and hundreds of thousands 
of dialects, but everyone 
speaks the language of 
laughter.

“What makes people 
laugh in Kurdistan is not 
always the same as what 
amuses Canadians, but it 
might just tickle your funny 
bone,” Moret said.

The film series kicks 
off Sunday at 2 p.m. with 
a screening of “Max and 
Mona,” filmed in Africa 
in 2004. Max is a profes­
sional funeral mourner who 
wants to leave his village 
in order to study medicine, 
but before he can pursue 
his goals he finds himself 
responsible for his uncle’s 
debts. Max teams up with 
a few other characters that 
use their mourning talents 
to raise money and fend off 
debt collectors. The film is 
in Zulu and Afrikaans with 
English subtitles.

All films are free and is 
being shown at the Urban 
Institute for Contemporary 
Art in downtown Grand 
Rapids

“Humor especially can 
reveal cultural differences, 
since cultures have varying 
definitions for what is fun­
ny,” said Carol Wilson, who

teaches French at GVSU.
The Chiaroscuro Film 

Series was founded in 2005. 
According to the group’s 
mission statement, the pur­
pose of the group is to pro­
mote International Cinema, 
cultural awareness and un­
derstanding of diversity.

Wilson said she would 
like to broaden the horizons 
of the community by expos­
ing its members to world 
cultures through cinema.

“(This) will promote an 
increase in tolerance and 
understanding as it grows 
in diversity,” Wilson said.

The name Chiaroscuro 
is an art term that comes 
from Italian, “chiaro” for 
light and “oscuro” for dark 
and obscure. While it is 
typically used to describe 
the tonal contrasts used in 
painting, Wilson said it’s a 
description of the way light 
and dark are used in film- 
making, both literally and 
metaphorically.

“Max and Mona” was 
filmed in Africa in 2004. 
Max is a professional fu­
neral mourner who wants 
to leave his village in order 
to study medicine. Before 
he can pursue his goals he 
finds himself responsible
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for his uncle’s debts, the 
village’s sacred goat names 
Mona. Max teams up with 
a few other characters that 
use their mourning talents 
to raise money and fend off 
debt collectors. The film is 
in Zulu and Afrikaans with 
English subtitles.

Each film showing will 
also feature a short film 
prior to the feature.

“The shorts are typically 
made by local filmmakers 
or film students, as we hope 
to encourage this art form 
in West Michigan.” Wilson 
said.

Many of the directors of 
these short films will also 
be available for questions 
afterwards as well. Some of 
the upcoming films come 
from Russia, Argentina. Is­
rael and Canada.

“We should all partici­
pate in opportunities such as 
this in an effort to challenge 
our own attitudes and biases 
and develop a well-rounded 
understanding of humanity 
as a whole.” Wilson said. 
“Besides, it’s fun.”

For more information, 
and a list of films being 
shown, visit www.chiar­
ose urofi I msenes .com.
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