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GRAND VALLEY
STATE UN I VE R S IT Y

Community
Volume 25, Number 33

Monday, March 26, 2001

Baum Lecture Series features election reform
The William C. Ba um Lecture
Series, a new annu al event hono ring
a longtime GVSU professor, w ill begin
on a high note next week as two
prominent po litical spea kers take o n
the topic of electio n reform .
"Election Reform: Possibilities,
Probabilities and Rea lity" w ill fea ture
Richard No rton Smith , director of the
Gerald R. Ford Foundation and
distinguished professor of U.S.
presidential history at GVSU , and
fo rmer state Senator Bill Balle nger,
publisher of Inside Michigan Politics
and host of his own political radio
show.
The inaugu ral Ba um Lecture begins
at 8 p.m. on Thursday, April 5, in the
Cook-DeWitt Center. It is o pen to the
public free of charge .
Preceding the lecture is a receptio n
and dinner beginning at 6 p.m. at the
Alumni House and Visitor Center. Ca ll
x3595 for in fo rmation .
Smith and Ba lle nger w ill foc us
their political expertise on electio n

reform , covering
topics like finance,
mach ine ry and
counting, and the
Electoral Coll ege.
Smith is best
known as a historian
and critica ll y
acclaimed biographer
of high-profi le
leaders. He served on
the staff at fo ur
preside ntial li braries
prior to becoming
B-ill Ballenger
Richard Norton Smith
director of the Ford
Museum and Library in 1996. Sm ith is a
The William C. Baum Lecture Series
frequent guest on C-SPAN, commentator
is supported through an endowment
on PBS history specials, and regular
fund recently established by friends,
contributor to publications o n the
colleagues, and fo rmer stude nts of
American presidency. He was appointed
Ba um , political science professor for the
distinguished professor at GVSU in 2000.
past 37 yea rs. The se ries is a living
tribute
to Baum, w ho continu es to
Balle nge r's political career includes
teach and inspire students, and w ill
former posts as state senator and
fund annual events alte rnating between
representati ve, state racing commissionBaum 's two passions: politics and
er, and director of the Michigan Departmusic.•
me nt of Licensing and Regulation.

Higher education budget moves in Lansing
Senate subcommittee
to hold budget hearing
at GVSU in April
A committee of the Michigan
House of Representatives has taken
action on the higher education
appropriation fo r fiscal year 2002. The
House Appropriations Committee has
approved a budget bill that would
fund GVSU at $4,600 per Fiscal Year
Equated Stude nt (FYES), up from
$4,300 in the current fisca l
yea r. For the past two

years, GVSU had been approved for
funding at $4,500 per FYES but the
Legislature has yet to provide an
appropriation at that level.

about the need to close GVSU's funding
gap as the budget moves through the
Ho use and then to the state Senate for
fu 1ther deliberation .

"We are ve1y pleased that the House
has taken action to narrow the gap
between GVSU and the other institutions
in our funding tier, " said Matthew E.
McLogan, vice president for university
relatio ns. "O ur students dese1ve to be
treated at least as well as students on
the other comparable campuses."

The Higher Education Subcommittee
of the Senate Appropriations Committee
will hold a budget hearing at GVSU on
Monday, April 23.

President Arend D. Lubbers and
McLogan w ill be reminding law makers

The panel, chaired by Senator John

J.H. Schwarz CR-Battle Creek), w ill
meet in the Loosemore Auditorium on
the Pew Campus at 10 a. m. The hea ring
is o pen to the public and the university
community is invited to attend .•
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Across Campus
Construction at Kirkhof
will begin in early April

• The Grand River Room w ill be unavailable fo r scheduling from April 20-August 24.

The first phase of a major facelift for the
30-year-old Kirkhof Center is slated to
commence soon - beginning what will
eventually be a 42,000-square-foot addition to
the 72,000-square-foot building.
Phase One affects the nonh entrance of
Kirkhof (across from the Cook Carillon
Tower) and begins in early April with a large
fence around the no11hwest corner of the
building. The no11h doors will then be closed
- possibly before the end of the winter
semester, depending on construction progress
- while the entrance is exte nded and a threesto,y-high glass atrium is begun.

The GVSU Forum is
published by the O ffi ce of
U ni versity Communica tions
eve ry Monda y w hen classes are
in session and biweekly during
the summer. The submission
dea dline is Tuesd ay noon. Send
publica tio n items to Michele
Jo hnson, edi to r, c/ o the FORUM
cc: Mail box. Fro m off ca mpus,
ema il forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250
Faculty and staff members
ca n find an on line "Sk etches"
subm ission form on the Web at
www.gvsu. edu/ o nline/ forum/
form.html
Visit CVNow, Grand Va lley's
d ai ly o nline publication , on the
Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

• The Muskegon River Room will no
longer be available after April 20.
• The Lobby Shop will close fo r the
summe r.•

Williams honored

Those approaching the Kirkhof Center
from the no11h can enter from the lower level
on the east side (facing the pond). The no11h
entrance is projected to re-open in October,
and construction on that side completed in
Februa,y 2002, said Student Life Director Bob
Stoll.
Meanwhile, Phase Two w ill begin in late
April , closing food se1vice in Kirkhof from
April 20 until the fall semester.
The entire construction project, planned in
four phases and lasting until July 2002, has
been choreographed to minimize inconvenience, said Stoll.
Imponant points to consider:
• The Bookstore, Student Life, and Student
Senate o ffices will be accessible at all times.

and professional growth of women at the
university.

WGS honors faculty,
staff members
Two members of the Grand Valley
community were honored at the recent
Women and Gender Studies Festival for their
exemplaty work in promoting the personal

Linda Cbown

Don Williams Sr. , dean of minority ajfairs, was
honored by the Grand Rapids chapter of the
Na tional Kidney Foundation with the organization 's Education Award. 7be gala was beld
at Frederik Meijer Gardens on March 15.

Diana Pace

Diana Pace, director of counseling and
career services, was the fourth annual
recipient of the Maxine Swanson Award for
her advocacy on behalf of women on
campus. The award , from the GVSU Women's
Commission, is considered a "lifetime
achievement award" for Pace's
capacities as role model, confidant ,
and leader.
Linda Chown , associate professor
of English and coordinator of the
Women and Gender Studies Program, was honored with the Barbara
Jordan Award. The tribute celebrated
Chown's passion for and teaching o f
writings by and abo ut woman, her
expansion of the WGS Program, and
her fo unding of the WGS Festival six
years ago.
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Coming Events
Jazz, string quartets
featu red in
Arts at Noon concerts

Convocation will honor VanSteeland
Ro nald F. VanSteeland ,
vice president fo r finance
and administra tio n, w ill
receive an honora1y doctorate of h umane letters during
a convocatio n on Thursday,
March 29. The convoca tio n
will begin at 12 noon in the
Cook-DeWitt Center.

The Arts at Noon Series will present
two concerts this week, bo th held at
12 noon at the Cook-DeWitt Center.
On Monday, March 26, the Perugino
String QuaJtet, GVSU's quaJtet-in-residence, will premiere String Qua rtet No. 5
by Grand Haven composer Will Gay
Bottje. The four musicians are members of
the music faculty as well as performers
with the Grand Rapids Symphony.
The Paul Vo mhagen Quartet w ill
present a concert o n Wednesday,
March 28, featuring a wide va riety of
jazz styles incl ud ing swing, bo p , bossa
nova , and ball ads. The concert w ill
include music by Monk, Ho race Silve r
and Duke Ellington , amo ng others.

Following the cere mo ny,
a rece ption and video presentation will be he ld in the
Pere Marquette Room of the
Kirkho f Center.
Mick Doxey , left, presents Ronald VanSteeland with a
plaque .fi'om the Un iversity Club. Club members honored
VanSteeland on March 16 by naming a room after him.

VanSteela nd w ill retire
o n Ma rch 30 after 35 yea rs
at GVSU. He was appointed
to h is present position in
1979.

All Arts at Noon concerts are o pen
to the public free of charge.

Interviews with candidates
scheduled

French poetry and song
featured at the PAC

Personne l in the Acade mic Computing and Educatio nal Technology
Department will interview three
ca ndidates fo r the positio n of instructional design specialist. The university
community is invited to meet these
ca ndidates at the fo llo wing times:

The French section of the Modem
Lang uages and Lite ratures Department
is dedicating the evening of Thursda y,
March 29, to French poet1y and music.
The third an nual "Soiree des Poetes"
will be held from 6-8 p .m. in the Recital
Hall , PAC.

• Tu esd ay, March 27, 4-5 p.m. in
308 Padnos Hall: Glenna Decker.
• Thursd ay, March 29. 3-4 p.m. , in
308 Padnos Hall: Kath1y n Ross .
• Tuesday, April 10, 3:15-4:15 p.m.
in Cabins DEF o f Kirkhof Center: Carole
Richardson.

This yea r's theme is "Je t'aime , mo i
non plus," inspired by late French
poet/ singer Serge Gainsbo urg. Poems
b y Ga insbo urg and othe rs w ill be read
b y students and faculty, fo llowed by
refreshments. Admission is free.

Student Employee
Appreciation Days
scheduled
The fifth annual GVSU Student
Employee Appreciation Days are
scheduled for April 1-4. Events will
begin o n Sunday, April 1, w hen students
can bowl from 7-10 p.m. at Fairlanes
Bowling Lanes in Grandville for $5.
Supe rvisors were mailed information
p ackets detailing all the events. Faculty
and staff members are as ked to e ncourage the ir stude nt workers to p articipate
in the activities, which include free wall
climbing, bingo, a vo lleyball tournament, and a hot dog roast.•

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Linda Chown , associate p rofessor of
English and coordinator of Wo men and
Gender Studies, presented a paper,
titled "Bapsi Sidhwa's 'Cracking India' :
Its Hieroglyphics, Decodings a nd
Synesthesia - Narrative Markers of
Hybridity," at the British Commo nwealth and Postcolonial Studies Conference in Savannah, Georgia.
Brian White, associate professor o f
English , pu blished an article, titled

"Ancient Models, Modem Teachers, and
Mo ral Education: Choosing a Peacefu l
Pedagogy," in the onli ne ed itio n of
Teachers College Record.
Timothy Fisher, professor o f art and
design, received the best of show prize
at the Lowell Area Art competitio n, and
the preside nt's awa rd at Michiga n's
XXIX competitio n at The Art Center in
Mt. Cle mens.
Ram Naresh Singh, professor o f

social work, presented a paper, titled
"The Bhagvadg ita: An Easte rn Approach
to Conflict Management," at the
Inte rnatio nal Associatio n of Asian
Studies conference in Ho uston , Texas.
Singh also presented a paper, titled
"The Ho listic Hea lth and Ho listic
Worldview - An Initiative for the New
Millennium Based on Yoga and Hypnotherap y, " at the ann ual conference of
continue on page 4
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Calendar of Events
General Events
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Galle1y Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. , Thurs 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Through Fri. , Mar. 30
Gallery Hours: "Independent Vo ices: The Art o f Animation. "
Art Ga lle1y, PAC. Call x2564 for more information.
Mon. , Mar. 26

Various times: St. Ma1y's Mobile Mammography Unit. Ca ll
752-6266 or 800-639-6266 to schedule an appointment.
12 noon : A1ts at Noon Series . The Perugino String Quartet
will present the world premiere of String Quartes, No. 5
by Will Gay Bottje. CDC. Call x3484 for more informatio n.
Tues. , Mar. 27

8 a.m.-3 p.m.: Van Andel Global Trade Cente r presents
NAFTA Certificatio n and Compliance. Meijer Ho lland
Campus. Ca ll x6811 for mo re information.
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: Regional Math & Science Center
Wo rkshop. Battle Creek Science Kit Training, "Magnetism
and Electricity (G rade 4) ." 225 PAD. Call x2267 for mo re
information.
Wed. , Mar. 28

7:30 p .m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Richard Stoelzel performs
on trumpet w ith Unive rsity Organist William Klimas .
CDC. For more information call x3484.
Fri. , Mar. 30-Sat., Mar. 31

7:30 p.m. : Theatre Production. "Angels in America, Part I:
Millennium Approaches" by Tony Kushner. Tickets:
Ad ults $7; seniors and special popul ations $6; all stu dents $5; K- 12 $2. Note: Contains strong language and
adult themes and may not be suitable for all audie nces.
Viewer discretion is advised . LAT, PAC. Call x2300 for
tickets.
Sun .,Apr. 1

2 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Chamber Ensembles
Concert, featuring the GVSU Cello Ensemble, Chambe r
Orchestra , and GVSU Madrigal Ensemble. CDC. Call
x3484 for mo re informatio n.
2 p.m.: Theatre Production. "Angels in America, Part I:
Millennium Approaches" by Tony Kushner. Viewer
discretion is advised. LAT, PAC. Call x2300 for tickets.

Sports
Sports Hotline : (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to change.
Mon ., Mar. 26

12 noon: Arts at Noon Series . The Paul Vornhage n Quartet
presents a variety of jazz styl es . CDC. For more information ca ll x3484.
1-5 p.m.: Career Services. Careers in Com munication Day.
Kirkhof Center. Call x3311 for more information.

1\1es. , Mar. 27

Wed., Mar. 28-Thurs., Mar. 29

Wed. , Mar. 28

12-5:45 p.m.: Volunteer GVSU's Ca mpus Blood Drive. Grand
River Room, KC.

1 p .m.: Baseball. Indiana Uni versity-P urdue, Uni versity Fort
Wayne at GVSU.
3 p.m.: Men's Tennis at Wayne State Uni ve rsity. Detroit.

Thurs. , Mar. 29

8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: Regional Math & Science Center
Workshop. Battle Creek Science Kit Training, "Solids,
Liquids, and Gases (Grade 3)." 225 PAD. Ca ll x2267 fo r
more informatio n .
12 noo n: Convocation for Ronald Va nSteeland. CDC.
Followed by receptio n. Pere Marquette Room, KC.
3-6 p.m.: Faculty Teaching and Learning Center workshop,
"Presenting the Self, Presenting the Discipline: The
Conscious Teacher in the Ame rican Classroom " with Dr.
James Curtis. Admissions Conference Room , 3rd Floor,
STU. Call x3498 for more information.
5 p.m.: "Independe nt Voices" Gallery Talk led by Deanna
Morse, film and video professor. Art Gallery, PAC. Ca ll
x2564 for more information.

3 p.m.: Softball at Oakland University. Rochester.
3 p.m.: Baseball. Calvin College at GVSU.
3:30 p.m.: Me n's Tennis. Calvin College at GVSU.

Fri., Mar. 30

4 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Alma College at GVSU.
Sat., Mar. 31

9 a.m.: Track and Field at Aq uinas Ope n. Housema n Fie ld.
12 noon : Baseball at Mercyhurst College. Erie, PA.
1 p.m.: Softball. University of Findlay at GVSU.
2 p.m.: Men 's Tennis. Mercyhurst College at GVSU.
Sat. , Mar. 31 -Sun .,Apr. 1

All Day: Women 's Golf. GVSU Tournament.
Sun.,Apr. 1

10 a. m.: Men 's Tennis. Unive rsity of Findlay at GVSU.
12 noon: Baseball at Mercyhurst College. Erie, PA.
1 p.m.: Softball. Ashland University at GVSU .•

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued.from page 3

monologs from British, American and Ca nadian authors .

the Society of Educators and Scholars, held in Lo ng Beach,
California.

Ester Burns, senior buyer in the Purchasing Department,
presented a session, titled, "E-Procurement for Educa tion:
Bridging the Gap Between Institutio nal Buyers and Suppliers, " at the Commonfund Forum 2001. Burns also presented
sessions at the SETA 2001 Internatio nal Users Conference .a

Roger Ellis, professor of communications, recently
published his 11th book, titled Audition Monologs for
Student Actors II, a collection of contemporary dramatic

