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GVSU ranks among top universities for study abroad
Grand Valley is among the top universities of its size in the country for
numbers of students who study abroad.
According to Open Doors, an annual report on international education
published by the Institute of International Education , GVSU ranked 12th
in the country among master's-degree granting institutions and sent 465
students abroad in 2004-05 , the latest figures available nationally. Elon
University in North Carolina led the li st, with 915 students.
For academic year 2003-04, Grand Valley was ranked 16th and had
360 students study abroad . Mark Schaub, executive director of GVSU's
Padnos International Center, said a number of reasons account for the
increase.
"More students are getting the message from faculty members and
advisers that study abroad is a unique and valuable educational opportunity," he said. "A nd more employers are identifying global competence and overseas experience as an important qualification for new
jobs."

Megan. Sall, left, a peer adviser in the Padnos International Center,
talks with Maureen Hamel about study abroad programs.

GVSU offers more than 50 formal study abroad programs but students
can choose from more than 4,000 programs in nearly 100 countries. The
most popular destinations are England, Italy, Australia and Spain.

According to Open Doors, more than 205,000 American college students studied abroad in 2004-05, an increase of 8 percent over the last
reporting year.

Photo by Courtney Newbauer
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Across Campus
Johnson Center
names director of
Grantmaking School
Kenneth L. Gladish was named new director
of the Grantmaking School of the Dorothy
A. Johnson Center
for Philanthropy and
Nonprofit Leadership at
Grand Valley. The school
is the nation 's first university-based program
for training charitable
foundation program
'
officers in techniques of
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advanced grantmaking.
Kenneth Gladish

Gladish has also received
a university presidential appointment as distinguished professor of nonprofit studies. He
succeeds the school's founding director, Joel J.
Orosz, who will remain on the faculty, assisting
in the development of new courses and teaching
existing ones.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

"No institution in the nation has greater potential than the Johnson Center to partner with
America's foundations and its leaders to promote more effective giving and more stringent
accountability," said Gladish. "We are at a
crucial time in the development of our national
tradition in philanthropy; it is a time of change
and challenge. We have a unique opportunity
to deepen , strengthen and extend this tradition. "
Gladish has been a leader in nonprofit, foundation and education work at the local, state
and national level s for 25 years. He most
recently served as the president, chief executive officer and national director of the YMCA
of the USA, one of the nation 's largest community-based nonprofit organizations.
Gladish holds master 's and doctoral degrees
from the University of Virginia, and an
undergraduate degree from Hanover College
(Indiana). He has been awarded three honorary
doctorates.

University changes
Internet dial-up providers
Faculty and staff members and students who
use Grand Valley 's free Internet dial-up service
will need to change the phone number they
call. Merit, the dial-up Internet service provider, is dropping the service that provides access
to the Internet.
The new service is available on April 2; visit
www.gvsu.edu/it/dialup for the new modem
phone numbers in your area. Choose a number that is a local call as Grand Valley is not
responsible for any charges.
Instructions on how to use the free Internet
access provided by the university are online
at www.gvsu.edu/it, click "Dial-up Internet
Access."
All dial-up users are asked to switch to the
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
new numbers by May 30. All other account information remains the same.
For more information or for questions, call the CTS HelpDesk at x l 2289.

Annual Niemeyer winners announced
Two professors and three students were named recipients of
the 2007 Glenn A. Niemeyer
Awards , the most prestigious
academic awards presented
by the university. The faculty winners, chosen for their
quality teaching, are Doroth y
Armstrong, professor of education, and Steve Goldberg,
professor of accounting and
taxation .

Scholarship recipients are expected to be involved with ongoing campus
and community sustainability efforts, working with Norman Christopher,
director of GVSU 's Sustainability Initiative. The deadline for applications
is April 27.
Nichols is a West Michigan distributor foc using on industrial, institutional ,
health care and lodging markets. It offers a comprehensive green and clean
program that includes "green" products for facilities maintenance and offers
education, training and support to help companies implement green policies.
Application forms are available online at www.gvsu.edu/cois.

New House speaker visits campus
Photo by Courtney Newbauer

Dorothy
Armstrong

Speaker of the
state House of
Representatives Andy
Dillon (D-Redford),
visited Grand Valley's
Pew Campus last week.
Dillon was escorted
by (center) 1992 GVSU
graduate Rep. Michael
Sak (D-Grand Rapids)
and Vice President for
University Relations
Matt Mclagan .

Steve Goldberg

Student winners are undergraduates Matthew Stamps, a mathematics
major; Heather Strouse, a liberal studies major; and graduate student
Allison Smith, a physical therapy major.
The winners will be recognized April 9 at the annual awards banquet.
The awards are named for Glenn A. Niemeyer who retired from Grand
Valley in 200 1 after 38 years of service. Niemeyer was a pioneer facu lty
member and served as Grand Valley's first provost for 20 years.

Scholarship offered for
sustainability efforts
The College of Interdisciplinary Studies, in partnership with Nichols
Corporation, is offering two $500 scholarships for the 2007-08 academic
year.
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Haas invited to serve on ACE commission
President Thomas J. Haas will serve on the American Council of
Education's Commission on Effective Leadership. The commission provides guidance for the Center for Effective Leadership 's programs and
directs new initiatives to foster institutional effectiveness.
"Years ago I had an opportunity to serve an ACE Fellowship at Western
Michigan University under the mentorship of President Diether Haenicke

···--------------------------

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Polly Diven, associate professor of political science,
was interviewed by the Holland Sentinel about the
history of congressional trips to international areas
of conflict.

Sketches
Jann-Huei Jinn, professor of statistics , co-wrote an
article, "An Application of the Generalized Shrunken
Least Squares Estimation on Principal Component
Regression," published in an electronic journal,
InterStat.
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social work,
gave the plenary address, "The Community and
Taoga for Foster Care," at the International Foster
Care Organization Conference in Hamilton New
Zealand.
Carol Sanchez, associate professor of management,
published an article, "What is Key to Success for
Hispanic-Owned Businesses?" in the Grand Rapids
Business Journal.
Danielle R. Wiese, assistant professor of communications, gave a presentation , "Cyber-Politcs and
Predictions for the 2008 Election," at Lake Forest
College in Lake Forest, Illinois.

site at www. gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Grand Valley State Univers ity is an
affim1ative action/equal opportun ity institution.

continues on page 3

David Austin , professor of mathematics, wrote
an article, "That Knotty DNA," published by the

American Mathematical Society 's online Monthly
Essays on Mathematical Topics.

Neil W. MacDonald, associate professor of biology,
co-wrote an article, "Mid-Spring Burning Reduces
Spotted Knapweed," published in the journal
Restoration Ecology.
Regional Math and Science Center staff members
Kelly Heid and Karen Meyers gave a presentation , "Probing the Real World," at the 54th Annual
Michigan Science Teachers Conference held in
Grand Rapids.

Steve Mattox, associate professor of geology, gave
fo ur presentations at the 54th Annual Michigan
Science Teachers Conference held in Grand Rapids.
Shelley Irwin, WGVU Morning Show host,
received First Place in the Radio News Program/
Documentary category at the Michigan Excellence
in Journalism Awards for "Adventure in the Cattle
Drive."
WGVU Radio was named Station of the Year in
Group I of Michigan Public Radio Stations by the
Michigan Association of Broadcasters for the second
year in a row.
Tim Thimmesch, assistant vice president
fo r Facilities Services, gave a presentation,
"Sustainability at Grand Valley State University,"
continues on page 4
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What's Ahead

The drive is set for Tuesday, April 3, from
10 a.m.-4 p.m. in De Vos Center Building C.

the National Public Relations Student Society
of America, organized the event as part of her
Honors College senior project. The event is
open to all students, faculty and staff members;
it's set for Wednesday, April 4, at 4:30 p.m.
in the Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room.
Attendees will be encouraged to challenge
these professionals on the topics of ethics or
the social implications of the public relations
profession.

National DNA expert
to speak on campus

This panel will be used as a model for a nationwide advocacy effort by the Public Relations
Student Society of America.

Pew Campus to hold
blood drive
Participants at the blood drive at the Pew Grand
Rapids Campus will receive coupons for a
Dairy Queen Blizzard.

The Ott Lectureship in Chemistry presents
Virginia Comish from Columbia University.
Her lecture, "Beyond Genome Sequencing:
Translating DNA Sequence into Protein
Function," will be of interest to those in fields
relating to chemistry, biology, genetics, women
in science and related fields.
This event is free and open to the public and
set for Tuesday, April 3, at 6 p.m. in Hager
Auditorium at the Cook-De Vos Center for
Health Sciences.
She will also speak Wednesday, April 4, on
"Co-Opting Nature's Machineries for Chemical
Synthesis." That lecture will be at 1 p.m. in
Manitou Hall, room 123.
After earning a bachelor 's degree in biochemistry from Columbia University in 1991 , Cornish
moved to University of California-Berkeley
where she was a National Science Foundation
Predoctoral Fellow and a recipient of fellowships from the American Chemical Society
Division of Organic Chemistry and the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute. In 1996, she became
an NSF Postdoctoral Fellow in the Biology
Department at MIT and joined the Columbia
faculty in 1999.
The Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry was
created and endowed by a generous gift from
Arnold C. Ott and Marion Ott. He is one of the
co-founders of Grand Valley and served on the
Grand Valley Board of Trustees for 28 years.

Panel discussion
focuses on public relations
Panelists will discus public relations and how
the field is perceived by the general public at a
forum organized by a student.
Lisa Travnik, vice president for advocacy for

Across Campus
continued from page 2
and Provost Nancy Barrett," said Haas. "To
observe leaders and leadership styles provided a
foundation for me in my future service in higher
education."
Haas' three-year appointment begins July 1,
with the first meeting scheduled for October 30
in Washington, D.C.

the panel discussion. Refreshments will be
served.
Faculty and staff members who plan to attend
can register online at www.gvsu.edu/worklife
and click on "Training and Workshops." For
more information , call x 18011.

Abortion debated
on campus
Two Grand Valley student groups on opposite
sides of the abortion debate are joining forces to
hold a debate between American Civil Liberties
Union president Nadine Strossen and Right to
Life activist Scott Klusendorf.
The groups , Voices for Healthy Choices and
Students for Life, are staging the debate during the April Fire & Ice Week. The debate will
be Wednesday, April 4, at 7 p.m. in the CookDeWitt Center.
Strossen became the first woman and the
youngest person to ever lead the American Civil
Liberties Union as its president. A professor of
Jaw at New York Law School, she has written,
lectured, and practiced extensively in the areas
of constitutional law, civil liberties, and international human rights.
Klusendorf is president of the Life Training
Institute. He travel s throughout the United
States and Canada training abortion opponents
to defend their views in the public square. He is
the author of Pro-Life 101: a Step by Step Guide
to Making Your Case Persuasively.

Prepare for retirement
workshop set
A panel of retired faculty and staff members
will talk about adjusting to retirement during a workshop spon sored by the Pew Faculty
Teaching and Learning Center and Work Life
Connections.
"How to Retire Happy" is scheduled for
Thursday, April 5, from 3-5 p.m. in the De Vos
Center, University Club Room. Mike Ohren, a
social worker from Encompass, will facilitate

The Spring Dance Concert is planned for April
6-7 in the LAT.

Eclectic mix featured at
Grand Valley spring
dance concert
An entertaining mix of modern, jazz, ballet, folk
and classical dancing is planned for the Grand
Valley Spring Dance Program. Three performances are 8 p.m. Friday, April 6; 2 p.m. and
8 p.m. Saturday, April 7, at the Louis Armstrong
Theatre in the Performing Arts Center.
"This is the first time we have done a dance
concert like this," said Jefferson Baum, producer of Dance Programs at Grand Valley. "Each of
our dance faculty has choreographed a segment
of the show."
Students will perform an eclectic mix of seven
dance numbers including Baum 's "Harlden,"
set to the music of Mozart; "Maybe," choreographed by Amy Cova, set to the music
"Horse," by Tori Amos; and "Undertow," choreographed by Shauna Steele to the music of
Blue Man Group.
Tickets, $10 general admission; $5 children
ages 12 and under, may be purchased at the
Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office, weekdays,
noon-5 p.m. and one hour prior to performance.
For more information call the LAT Box Office
at x12300. Tickets may also be purchased with
a service fee by calling Star Tickets Plus at
(616) 222-4000 or (800) 585-3737 or by visiting www.starticketsplus.com or any Star Tickets
Plus outlet.

···-----------------------

Earn technical credits
at Toastmasters
COT staff members can now earn a technical
credit by being a member of one of the two
Grand Valley Toastmasters clubs.
Credit is earned by attending meetings on a regular basis and completing the first five speeches

in the Basic Manual. COTs can also earn a second technical credit within the same calendar
year by attending meetings and completing the
last five speeches in the Basic Manual.
The Allendale club meets on Wednesdays at
noon in the Kirkhof Center, room 104; the
GVSU Downtown Club meets Thursdays at
7:30 a.m. The room varies, call 361-5227,
extension 31, for room location.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Mon., April 2
Noon: History Colloquium: "Martyrs vs.
Muhammad and the Limitations of Tolerance
in Muslim Spain," by Andrew Kurt. 1111
MAK. Call x13298 for more information.
2 p.m.: Mandela-Parks Lecture Series. "The
Islamization of Africa and the Africanization
of Islam," by David Robinson . 204 KC. Call
xl8110 for more information.
5:30 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. Kiri Tollaksen,
trumpet. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall,
PAC. Call xl3484 for more information.

Virginia Comish. 119 CHS. Call xl3317 for
more information.
7 p.m.: GVSU New Music Ensemble Concert.
Frederik Meijer Gardens. Call (888) 957-1580
for more information.

Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Nai-Ni Chen Dance
Company. CDC. Call xl3484 for more information.

Wed., April 4

1 p.m. : Latin American Studies Lecture. "New
Argentine Theater," by Patricia Suarez. 103
Loutit. Call xl8110 for more information.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 104 KC. Call
xl2204 for more information .
1 p.m.: Arnold Ott Lecture. "Co-Opting Nature 's
Machineries for Chemical Synthesis," by
Virginia Comish. 123 MAN.

8 p.m. : Jazz Orchestra Concert. LAT, PAC

3 p.m.: Psychology Colloquium. "Should We Use
Stories to Teach Content?" by Michael Wolfe.
174 LOH. Call xl3729 for information.

Tues., April 3

4:30 p.m.: Public Relations Panel Discussion.
KC, Pere Marquette Room.

3 p.m. : FTLC Workshop. "Student-Led
Discussions." 303C DEV. Call xl3498 for
more information.
4 p.m.: Latin American Studies Workshop.
"Latin American Music and Instruments."
CDC. Call xl8110 for more information.
6 p.m. : Arnold Ott Lecture. "Bringing the
Biotechnology Revolution to the Cell," by

room varies. Call 361-5227, ext. 31 for more
information.

3 p.m.: Work Life Connections Brown Bag
Lunch. "How to Retire Happy." 107C DEV.
Call xl3498 for more information.
4 p.m.: Latin American Studies Workshop.
Creative Writing , Drama. MAK 1013. Call
x 18110 for more information.

Fri., April 6

7 p.m. : Fire and Ice Abortion Debate. CDC.
8 p.m.: Piano Recital with Aviram Reichert and
students. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall,
PAC. Call xl3618 for more information.

10 a.m.: FTLC Workshop. "Student-Led
Discussions." 104 KC. Call xl3498 for more
information.
8 p.m.: Spring Dance Concert. LAT, PAC. Call
x 12300 for more information.

Sat., April 7
Thurs., April 5
2 and 8 p.m.: Spring Dance Concert. LAT, PAC.
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. DEV,

-----------------------------•••---------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches

continued from page 2
before the Michigan Association of Higher
Education Facilities Officers at a meeting at
Saginaw Valley State University. He was also
elected to the MIAPPA board of directors.
Richard Stoetzel, associate professor of music,
served as chair of the College Solo Competition
at the National Trumpet Competition held at
George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia.
Teresa Gibbons, affiliate faculty of writing,
will chair a session, "By Audio, By Email, By
Appointment: Shaping Our Identities as Readers,"
at the Conference on College Composition and
Communication in New York City.
Xiaojuan Xu, professor of psychology, and former students wrote an article, "Active Avoidance
Conditioning in Zebrafish (Danio rerio) ," published in Neurobiology of Learning and Memory.
Richard Cooley, assistant professor of history,
was appointed to fill a vacancy for the Ottawa
Area Intermediate School District Board of
Education.
Nancy Levenburg, associate professor of management, received the USASBE
Entrepreneurship Case Competition Award
for "McKendall Farms: A Retail Relocation
Decision" at the U.S. Association for Small

Business and Entrepreneurship Conference held
in Orlando, Florida.
Janet Vail, associate professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation ,
"Michigan Environmental Curriculum Support
Air Quality Unit," at the Michigan Science
Teachers Association Annual Conference.
Statistics faculty members Phyllis Curtiss,
John Gabrosek, Kirk Anderson and Paul
Stephenson gave a presentation, "A Four Pack
of Statistics Activities," at the 2007 Math in
Action Conference.
Statistics faculty members Mary Richardson,
Paul Stephenson and Neal Rogness gave a presentation, "What is I Spy?" at the 2007 Math in
Action Conference.
Frank Pleban, assistant professor of health professions, wrote a chapter, "Fathers as Mentors :
Mentoring Context," in the book Why Fathers
Count, published by the Men 's Studies Press.
Patrick Colgan, associate professor of geology, gave presentations, "The Glacial Section
at Grand Valley State University: A Lake
Michigan Lobe Advance into a Glacial Lake,"
and "Sedimentation Rates in Ravines on Grand
Valley State University," at the Michigan
Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters Meeting
at Ferris State University.

Deborah Herrington, assistant professor of
chemistry, gave a presentation, "Survival Skills
for Your First or Last Five Years," at the 54th
Annual Michigan Science Teachers Association
Conference in Grand Rapids.
Michael T. Walenta, WGVU general manager, gave a presentation on documentary films
produced by WGVU Productions at Northern
Central Michigan College in Petoskey.
John Weber, associate professor of geology, led
a field trip for students and professional scientists to the Kentland, Indiana, meteorite impact
crater.
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, was
named delegate from the United States to the
28th Congress and Festival of the International
Amateur Theatre Association to be held in South
Korea.
Michael Webster, associate professor of
English, gave a presentation, "Cummings and
Jung: Being as Resistance," at the Louisville
Conference on Literature and Culture at the
University of Louisville.
Huatong Sun, assistant professor of writing,
received the Nell Ann Pickert award for an article, "The Triumph of Users: Achieving Cultural
Usability Goals with User Localization," in the
Technical Communication Quarterly.

