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Rewriting literature history
Alabama-based publishing company seeks to edit use of
'N-word' in Twain's 'The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn'
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By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

In 1885, Mark Twain’s classic novel,
“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,” was
first published in the United States, and just
as quickly as the novel was put on library
shelves, it was taken off of many for “vulgar
ity” shortly thereafter.
Twain’s use of the “N-word” more than
200 times throughout the novel has pegged
“Huck Finn” as one of the most challenged
books of all time, banned from schools
across the country for the racial slurs within
the text. In 1963, the Philadelphia F*ublic
School district introduced the first “sani
tized” version of the book.
Now in 2011, a small Alabama-based
publishing company is following suit,
planning on replacing the slur with what
has been deemed a less-offensive term,
“slave,” and provoking an onslaught of
attention surrounding the preserved integ
rity of a novel considered by many to be
one of the great American classics.
“Literature that stands the test of time
tends to be work that challenges and
provokes and speaks in a distinctive
voice,” said Charles Pazdemik, chair
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of the Classics
Literature that
department at
stands the test
Grand Valley
of time tends
State Universi
ty. “Part of that
to be work that
challenge and
challenges and
distinctive
provokes and
ness emerges
out of contact
speaks in a
with ideas and
distinctive voice/7
beliefs that are
often strange
-Charles Pazdemik
and sometimes
Classics Department Chair
repugnant to
us. The danger
is that trying to
make aspects of
this particular work less strange and repug
nant to us might imperil, and not enhance, its
prospects for survival.”
GVSU junior and English literature major
Victoria Westman is among the myriad of stu
dents who have read the book at some point
in their secondary educations. She argued that
the original text is essential to understanding
Twain’s point.
“They are just words,” Westman said.
“They are words that are necessary for the

See Huck Finn, A2
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Off-campus apartments bump up security along 48th Ave.
CopperSeecn

World famous horses
come to Van Andel Arena
The Lipizzaner stallions will
be performing at Van Andel Arena
Sunday, Feb. 6 at 2 p.m.
“It is a very rare opportunity to
see, up close, stallions working to
gether in unison in such close prox
imity to each other, as they were
originally bred as war horses.’said
Lipizzaner marketing director Rich
Thompson.
See full story online
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By Chelsea Lane
GVL Staff Writer

When Grand Valley State University
students are ready to move off-campus,
chances are one of the first places they
look is right along 48th Ave. But no
matter which apartment complex they
choose to call home on this stretch of
road, Absolute Security will be there.
Although the properties compete for
tenants, the 48th Ave. apartments joined
together to hire a joint security force.
The partnership began in 2007 when
Meadows Crossing first hired Absolute
Security. Recognizing an opportunity
to share resources and cut costs, the
other apartment complexes along 48th
Ave., including Copper Beech, Coun
try Place, Hillcrest and 48 West, hired
Absolute as well and agreed to split
security costs amongst the properties.
Mystic Woods also employs Absolute
Security on a seasonal basis.

Courtesy photo / absolutesps.com
Safe and sound: A security officer patrols off-campus housing. Absolute Security has
contracts with multiple apartment complexes along 48th Avenue.

Each month, the partnership mem
bers meet up to discuss the latest trends
and issues they are encountering at the
apartments.

The partnership is cheaper than if
each complex hired its own security
firm and the enforcement also saves
the apartments money on litter clean

up and damage repair fees. But perhaps
most importantly to the property man
agers, on-site security lets the apart
ments keep residential parties from
escalating to unsafe and destructive
levels.
“We’re not against partying, but
what we’re trying to do is make par
tying safer,” said Meadows Crossing
managing partner Glenn Turek. “No
one wants to go to a party and get hurt.
Kids are going to party; it’s part of the
reason they go to school. But it’s about
making the parties safer.”
Typically, Absolute Security will
only issue fines if parties have gotten
rowdy or too large The apartments
have agreed to a general limit of 12 to
16 guests per party.
“All the things you want to do, you
can still do, just on a more managed
level,” said Absolute Security officer
Brian Brookman.
Absolute Security captain and com-

See Security, A2
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GVSU keeping ahead in foreign language
By Molly Waite
GVL Assistant News Editor

A2 News

A
B

A3 Opinion

B1 Sports
B4 Laker Life

The United States is falling
behind in foreign languages,
but while the rest of the coun
try is seeing a steady decrease
in people speaking multiple
languages. Grand Valley State
University has seen an overall

increase in the number of stu
dents studying languages.
Anne Caillaud, chair of the
GVSU Department of Mod
em Languages and Litera
tures, said that there has been
a 14-percent increase since
2007.
Last month, the CIA hosted
a national Foreign Language
Summit to discuss the need for

educators to teach the language
skills that arc vital to success
in a multilingual world. For
eign language educators at
Grand Valley State University
not only agree with this senti
ment, but have worked hard to
prepare students for that multi
lingual world.
“In our global world where

See Language, A2

B5 Marketplace

Some Restrictions Apply

For Students, Faculty, and Staff @ Lanthorn.com

Courtesy photo / gvsu.edu
Above and beyond: CLAS Dean Antczak (pictured) recommends that
students take more than the required three semesters of language.
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Language
continued from page A1

everything is interconnected
linguistically and culturally, it is
very important that Americans
be able to communicate effec
tively with others,” said Anne
Caillaud. chair of the GVSU
Department of Modem Lan
guages and Literatures. “Mul
tilingualism is the norm around
the world. Within the United
Suites, several states, such as
New Mexico, define their state
language as English-Plus. Other
states have policies that promote
multilingualism.”
Students seeking their Bach
elor of Arts degree at GVSU are
required to fulfill a three-semes
ter proficiency in foreign lan
guage, which provides a basic
knowledge of language.
Frederick Antczak, dean of
the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, said he recommends
students take more than the re
quired three semesters.
“Three semesters provides
the minimum to operate in a lan
guage, but it’s really more like a
foundation on which you can
build further learning,” Antczak
said. “And you benefit directly
from the decision to go on.”
Students seeking the Bach
elor of Science are not required
to study foreign languages and

Beak

iantfioml

instead must meet mathematical
and scientific requirements that
could perhaps be seen as a sub
stitution, Antczak said. A bache
lor’s degree is 120 hours and for
the B.S. degree, many of them
are taken up with courses for the
major and other cognates.
“But I’m not aware of any
field in which the students
would not benefit from lan
guage study,” Antczak said. “If
a student leaves here with a B.S.
and no language, it’s a massive
opportunity missed. It’s hard to
conceive of a 21st century job
in which knowledge of a for
eign language wouldn’t make
you more hirable and more ef
fective. There’s an arithmetic
limit to what you can require in
a 120 hour bachelor’s program.
But even in electives, study in
foreign languages is both smart
and wise for more people who
will live and work in this cen
tury.”
GVSU teaches 10 modem
languages: Arabic, Chinese,
French. German, Italian, Japa
nese, Korean, Polish, Russian,
and Spanish. Antczak said that
the university’s classic languag
es are prospering.
To help students develop
language skills in the these lan
guages, the GVSU Language
Resource Center (LRC) pro
vides interactive technology
and hours of media to promote
language learning, said David
Shultz, director of the Language
Resource Center.
“From the most mdimentary
level, we provide the resources
that accompany the textbooks,”
Shultz said. “And that’s a very
important thing. Without those
supplemental
resources, it
would be much more difficult
for students to really delve into
their language studies.”
The LRC provides students
with what Shultz described as
passive learning, which involves
the absorption of language skills
by watching authentic foreign
films and listening to music.
Most importantly, Shultz said,
students learn by attempting to
replicate those language skills
in a creative venue, such as by
creating a foreign language
podcast in GarageBand, one

of the many programs that the
LRC provides to students in the
Modem Languages and Litera
ture Department.
Shultz, like Caillaud,empha
sized the importance of learning
foreign languages.
“Our students will be inter
acting with an increasingly di
verse population," said Caillaud.
“West Michigan has a rich lin
guistic and cultural background.
Last year, a poll for the Grand
Rapids Public Schools identi
fied over 80 different languages
spoken as the main language in
Grand Rapids households. Our
community is rich with diver
sity. At GVSU, we reflect that
reality and provide the oppor
tunity to develop knowledge,
understanding and respect for
other language and cultures.”
assistantnews@ lanthorn com
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look

LANGUAGE
RESOURCE CENTER

Hours logged by
students since
Fall 2008:

10,376
Number of
students visiting
the LRC per year:

true understanding of history
and tolerance. It must be un
derstood by and explained to
students that these words were
commonly used terms in that
particular historical context
and by no means reflect the
feelings or thoughts of mod
em society as a whole.”
However, pressures from
concerned parents and edu
cators have many in favor
of a reissue. Pazdemik said
for those in favor of alter
ing “Huckleberry Finn," the
reasoning comes down to
an unfortunate ultimatum: is
reading an altered work better
than not being able to read it
at all?
Classics professor Wil
liam Levitan said he thinks it
doesn’t matter.
“People have been putting
fig leaves on ancient statues,
people have been rewriting
Shakespeare and publishing
new versions of it and people
have rewritten Ovid for re
ligious reasons - this is stuff
that happens all the time and
has happened for hundreds
and hundreds of years,” he
said. “In this particular case,
what I find interesting is that
people have made a big deal
of this whereas they do not
make a big deal about all of
the other kinds of things that
happen in terms of censorship
and rewriting.”
Levitan said in every li
brary - whether it is a school
library or public - whenever a
new book is added, there are
always objections.
“Ask a librarian what af

continued from page A1

Number of
computer
workstations in
the LRC:

67
Number of
foreign language
films in the LRC
collection:

UWVUtSfTY*<>okMor«

UBS
www.ubs.gvtu.edu
fMO# ONLINE
AMYT1MC1

or email kenfcounfymenforing@gmail.com
COUNTY

uwvfosrrr booksto^

mentoring

continued from page A1

Security

Number of
foreign language
music albums in
collection:

KENT

Huck Finn

ran, aria

GVSU BUS

pany manager Joshua Grant
said there has been a signifi
cant decline in the number of
incidents security responds
to since the partnership first
began.
“We were averaging 20- to
30-person-plus parties,” he
said of his initial work load.
“We would spend literally all
night trying to break them up
ourselves ... Every year that’s
gone by, there’s been a major
reduction. Those bad students
who just wanna party, they
don’t stay here. Now we write
maybe an average of one
(fine) ticket per weekend.”
Campus West office man
ager Peter Sheldon agreed the
number of parties and nega
tive incidents on 48th Ave.
have gone down since Abso
lute Security was hired.
“Since Absolute got in
volved, they’re a great dif
fuser,” he said. “We’ve seen
a significant downward effect
on any problems we were
having.”
Additionally, utilizing Ab
solute Security allows apart
ment managers to maintain
order at their properties with-

During the week of
November 1, 2010,
we officially reached
one-million riders
for the current fiscal year!

To show our appreciation of the
support that the GVSU Community

rZ^iders

shows to the bus system, we're having
a contest to see who can guess the
date and time (to the nearest half-hour)
when we'll reach two-million riders.

Contesji

fect that has,” he added. ‘They
take the book off the shelf for
a week and put it back the
week after. It doesn’t really
matter all that much.”
Levitan said he sees the
censorship not as a social
movement - although he
thinks the publishers may
want it to be - but rather as
a commercial tactic to get
ahead in a competitive text
book market.
“You have to recognize
that this is a publisher that no
one’s ever heard of before,”
Levitan said. “What is this
about? Is this about a politi
cal statement or is this about
hoping to make some money
in the textbook market? It’s a
commercial decision, not re
ally a political decision. It’s
a commercial decision that’s
made that is really going af
fect nobody. It’s not going to
change the book; it’s not go
ing to change people’s read
ing habits, it’s not going to
have any affect on anybody’s
education anywhere.”
Not that he agrees with
the reissue. Levitan said he
does not “support that kind of
censorship” - but that doesn’t
mean he agrees with all of the
attention it’s getting.
“1 don’t think it’s a big
problem that you had sexual
ity discussed in Shakespeare
and I don’t think it’s a big
problem that you had both
renaissance and ancient stat
ues that showed naked men,”
Levitan said. “Fig leaves were
put on at a certain point in his
tory and then they were taken
off. It’s precisely the same
thing.”
news @ lanthorn com

5,000

2,200

Learn how: kentcountymentoring.org

Grand Valley Lanthorn

Become a fan of “GVSU Bus System”
on Facebook and submit your guess!

out having to get the police
involved as often. Absolute
Security does not enforce
criminal law. Instead, security
personnel issue fines for lease
violations that students pay to
their residence for any dam
ages or disturbances they may
have caused.
“If they’re making a prob
lem at 48 West but they live
at Hillcrest, then they have
to pay the fine to Hillcrest,”
Brookman explained.
“We’re setting fines and
working our way up to evic
tion from there,” said 48 West
Manager Jessica Kennedy.
“It’s a ‘three strikes, you’re
out’-type system.”
However, security will
still contact police if a con
frontation escalates or if they
are in need of immediate as
sistance. Absolute personnel
can also refer specific cases to
the Sheriff’s Office for further
investigation and possible
criminal chaises.
Some Absolute Security
workers are also armed in
case of an emergency. The
option to carry a weapon was
made available to security of
ficers as a direct response to
incidents like the 2007 Vir
ginia Tech shooting.
Absolute and the Ottaway
County Sheriff also consult
with the English Language
Services Center on 48th Ave.
to ensure that GVSU’s in
ternational students also feel
secure and that any potential
cultural differences are taken
into account.
ELS director Nicholas
Ghiglia said unsafe cities can
be a deterrent for some inter
national students in the U.S.
“Our students and many
other students appreciate that
Grand Valley and this area is
safe.”
clane@ lanthorn com
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GV NEWS
Get Buff for Break
returns to campus
recreation
Students, faculty and staff
interested in working on that
swim suit body for Spring
Break are once again able to
sign up for Get Buff for Break,
a 6-week online incentive
program run through GVSU's
Campus Recreation. The
program allows participants
to set their own exercise goals
and helps them to identify
new and creative ways to
achieve them.
The program begins
today and ends March 4.
Competing in the challenge
will also provide the
opportunity to win prizes.
Workouts are logged
and tracked online, where
participants compete
amongst themselves. This
program is based on the
honor system. For more
information, please visit
www.gvsu.edu/rec or e-mail
Campus Recreation at rec@>
gvsu.edu.

T-shirt sales raise
awareness about
prostate and
testicular cancer
From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today,
the Education and Advocacy
Committee of Colleges
Against Cancer will be selling
t-shirts in the Kirkhof lobby for
Prostate and Testicular Cancer
Awareness. The t-shirts say
"Don't Be a Punk Check Your
Junk"on the front and "Cancer
isn't contagious, but fighting
it is!"on the back. The t-shirts
are being sold for $10 and all
proceeds will be put toward
GVSU's 2011 Relay for Life
event.
Questions can be directed
to the CAC's Education and
Advocacy Committee at
gvsucac.ea@gmail.com.

Grand Rapids
Symphony to play
at Louis Armstrong
Theatre
The Grand Rapids
Symphony will be returning
to GVSU for another Arts
at Noon performance on
Wednesday from noon to 1
p.m. The Symphony, under
the direction of associate
conductor John Varineau, will
be performing at the Louis
Armstrong Theater in the
Performing Arts Center on the
Allendale campus, due to the
large number of musicians
taking part in the concert.
The concert is open to
GVSU students, faculty,
staff and the public, free
of admission. For more
information, visit www.gvsu.
edu/music or call (616) 3333484.

GVSU hosts a QPR
Suicide Awareness and
Education Program
Today at noon, GVSU will
be hosting an hour-long
program in Room 204 of the
Student Services Building.
Question, Persuade and
Refer (QPR), is a nationally
recognized program that
helps to educate people about
the risk factors of suicide,
how to recognize signs and
systems, how to ask someone
is they are suicidal and how
to assist them in getting
help. This event is Lib 100
approved and is open to GVSU
administrators, faculty, staff
and students. Space is limited
to 15 people per session.
QPR
programs
are
presented upon request. To
request this presentation,
contact the Counseling Center
at (616) 331-3266.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
is published under the
authorization of the GVSU
Newspaper Advisory Board.

Corrections
At the Lanthorn we strive to bring you the
most accurate news possible
If we make a mistake, we want to make
it right If you find any errors in fad m
the lanthorn. let us know by calling
(616)331-2464 or by e-mailing
editonal^ianthorn com
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HISTORY DENIED
The proposed replacement of the N-word with'slave'
in the'Huck Finn'novel would do a great injustice to
understanding of author's intent when writing it and
to future generations of students reading it.
In George Orwell’s classic novel “1984,” The Party, a governing
body that holds complete political power over Oceania, operates
on the slogan, “He who controls the past controls the future. Who
controls the present controls the past.” The slogan explains the way
in which The Party seized control over Oceania by promoting a
talse history of pain and suffering that The Party saved the country
from, which influences citizens to push Party ideals as to not return
to that history.
Although the story is fictional, the concept is true. In Nazi
Germany, for example, one of Hitler’s goals was to influence the
people's interpretation of recent history in an effort to push Nazi
goals to the forefront of German politics. German schools taught of
the greatness of German war heros and pushed natural selection as
a proof of the necessity of racial purity.
Now in 2011, an Alabama-based publishing company wants to
inadvertently change history by censoring Mark Twain’s “The Ad
ventures of Huckleberry Finn” by editing the N-word ... no, editing
the word “nigger” out and replacing it with the word “slave.”
Although history itself cannot be changed, the public’s interpre
tation of it can, and the censorship of the novel would, over time,
construe the public’s understanding of American slavery.
The book begins in 1845, almost 20 years before the official end
of slavery. Southern white people enslaved, purchased and traded
black people for use as servants and laborers, whipped them when
they disobeyed orders or ran away and constantly referred to them
as niggers in a collective effort to psychologically keep them “in
their place.”
Yes, American slavery is a big black eye on the face of the U.S.,
but it happened, and to ignore it or pretend otherwise is an insult to
African Americans across the nation.
Part of the reason for the proposed censorship is to make the
book more comfortable to read for high school and college stu
dents, but the book should reflect the time period in which it was
set as well as Twain’s intention when writing it. To take nigger out
of the book puts the issue on a slippery slope in which we begin
to question what we teach in schools, thus creating a generation of
naive Americans who are unaware of the country’s bloodstained
history. Do we stop teaching about the Watergate Scandal because
we want Americans to believe that the whole of American politics
is a cleanly-fought game? Do we stop telling our youth about our
nation’s past relationship with Iraq in order to null the idea that the
U.S. helped give rise to one of the most ruthless dictators of modem
times? Do we pretend that Native American’s weren’t already here
to help avoid the notion that European settlers slaughtered hundreds
of tribes to claim this land?
No. We understand that it happened, and we move forward.
Nigger was a radically demeaning term, and it continued to be
such until African Americans collectively reclaimed it, changed it
to nigga and began to use it as a term of endearment. In its former
form the word has no place for social use in modem society, but
that does not give us license to forget that it is indeed a word. Let
us not forget the mistakes that America has made in the past, but
instead embrace them so we don’t make the same mistakes in the
future.

-Emanuel Johnson
GVL Editor in Chief
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Valley Vote
Will Rick Snyder be able to solve Michigan’s
economical problems?

Yes: 80%
This week s question:
Should students be required to
learn a foreign language?

Should the N-word be replaced by'slave'in Huckleberry Finn?

''No, mainly
because 1 don't
think Mark Twain
would like that.
Being a writer,
1 would be very
unhappy if
someone replaced
anything of
mine without my
permission."

"No, taking the
N-word out of Huck
Finn takes away
from the historical
significance of the
word. By keeping
that word in, it's a
reminder of how
vicious that word
is, and taking it out
makes it seem like
it was never a real
issue or a problem."

"No 1 do not,
because 1 feel like
if you do that,
then where is the
line going to be?
Should you take
out words like
'whore' because
it's offensive to
women?"

"No 1 do not. If you
get rid of it, it will
take away from
the time setting
of the story, and
it won't have the
same effect to the
reader."

"Yes, because
children will read
the word hundreds
of times in this
book, so 1 think
maybe it should
be removed or
replaced with the
word 'slave'"

Daniel Cairns
Junior
Creative Writing
Dearborn Heights,
Mich.

Derek Post
Junior
Psychology and
Sociology
Zeeland, Mich.

Lauren Allen
Junior
Marketing
Livonia, Mich.

Damon Graham
Junior
Art History
Southfield, Mich.

Hatem Alshelali
Freshman
Computer Engineering
Medinah, Saudi Arabia

GVL STUDENT OPINION

New zodiac is new metric system

Last week, tweets pertaining to
the astrological symbol, Ophiuchus,
skyrocketed. In a society where no
one cares about the zodiac anymore,
suddenly this “new” constellation
rekindled the heated debate that I
call—pertaining to no copyright
infringement—the “War of Stars.”
The inclusion of this new snake
wrestling horoscope is a really
big deal for this generation. Not
only will the additional sign create
changes in how we interact with our
future children astrologically, but it
also finally gives our age group our
own personal metric system.
Let me explain, because I’m not
using the term “metric system” as a
way to measure masses. Instead, the
“metric system” is used as a term
to describe an idea that enhances
science but also jeopardizes how we
view basic designs we learned in
elementary school.
Every American decade has
had its own “metric system.” For
example, when the U.S. govern

Vote online at
Lanthorn.com

issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley lanthom will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The
content,
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

ment attempted to switch to the
metric system in the 1980s, it was
because every other country in the
world was using it. Actually, scratch
that—Liberia and Bhurma also do
not use the metric system, but this is
likely due to their insanely oppres
sive military regimes. Regardless,
at least Americans gave it a shot
for roughly five minutes before
realizing that units of measurement
that are divisible by 10 are really
difficult to figure out.
Additionally, people could never
figure out which of the two pronun
ciations of the word “kilometer”
was phonetically correct. This is
also what is holding the “Pirates
of the Caribbean” franchise from
taking off.
Skipping ahead to the 21st
century, the scientific community
revoked Pluto’s status as a planet
largely due to the fact that Pluto is
not a planet. Once again, the world
cried foul, this time because our
solar system seemed inferior with
only eight planets.
Furthermore, what kind of a
name is “dwarf planet?” Are we
renaming Neptune as Snow White
to keep an eye on all of these dwarf
planets? There is no doubt in my
mind that the Disney Corporation

was behind the whole conspiracy Pluto was a small world, after all.
Flash-forward to last week,
when astronomers announced a
new 13-horoscope system. Astro
logical outrage ensued because the
zodiac is a sacred chart and should
not be influenced by some new
discovery.
.. .Unless you take into account
the fact that Ophiuchus should
have been incorporated thousands
of years ago. It is as if everyone at
NASA was bored one day and said,
“Yeah, we don’t have much to do
this week. Let’s tell everyone about
this constellation!”
Ophiuchus was a nice distraction
from classes starting up, and it was
prime fodder for astrologist-bashers
who required new ammunition.
Suddenly, college students who
were finally gaining some perspec
tives as to the kind of person they
were growing into faced an identity
crisis from the heavens.
Even though the new sign only
affects people bom after 2009, criti
cism was rampant.
The universe is not immune to
change - it just finds it annoying.
cslattery@ lanthom xom .

Could Obama be Dutch?
Kevin VanAntwerpen

No: 20%
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YOUR INSIGHTS

Oh. My. God.
For those of you who didn’t
hear the big news over the
weekend - many media out
lets, including FOX News and
CBS, reported that Hawaii Gov.
Neil Abercrombie’s quest to
prove Obama’s citizenship was
squashed by a law that prevents
the release of birth documents
without an individual’s consent.
This has got to be concrete
proof that Obama is some sort of
foreigner. Probably Kenyan. Or
worse ... what if he’s Dutch? We
may never know. But whatever
kind of foreigner he is, we can
be relatively certain it’s the worst
kind - the un-American kind.
How is this proof, you might
ask? The answer is infallible
logic. If you have nothing to hide,
why do you need privacy? That’s

v

why I never close the blinds in
the bathroom when 1 shower now, if you’re curious if 1 wash
behind my ears, just drive past
my house.
Another reason to believe the
“Birther Movement” is because
its followers, like most conspira
cy theorists, are some of the most
rational people on the planet. Just
look at some of these comments
on FOX News’s story.
Aug896 writes: “What should
stupid deceived people that
beleive Obama was bom here not
be allowed to do? Vote.”
I agree. If there’s any one thing
I believe in, it’s that people who
disagree with me don’t have valid
opinions. If their opinions had
any merit, they’d agree with me.
Patriotink writes: “Hussein is a
complete and utter fraud until he
demonstrates otherwise.”
I agree with this as well! I’ve
never actually read a copy of the
Miranda Rights, but I’m pretty
sure I’ve heard cops on TV say
“guilty until proven innocent"

/

like a million times. I’d look it
up, but I gotta go get a thing outta
the oven.
Lastly, Frito6l_at_google
writes: “Why bother? We all
know he’s not an American ...
We either shoot_him or wait till
2012 to get rid of him.”
... oh ... wait. How did that
one get in there? That comment
makes this whole thing seem
a little ungrounded, crazy, and
slightly terrifying. Oh my. Never
mind. Forget you even read that.
Before I go, let me leave you
with one more infallible piece
of logic - since Obama’s birth
in 1961, many people across the
world have died, had a broken
heart or realized they were out
of milk right after they poured
a bowl of cereal. Could this be
a coincidence? Probably. But
do you really want to take that
chance?
Not unless you want DutchKenyan Nazi-Zombie-Socialists
banging on your door.
kvanantwerpen® lanthorn rom
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Geology professor offers hope to Haitian high schoolers
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

Between two visits in 2007
and 2008, associate professor
of geology Peter Wampler has
spent enough time in Haiti to
feel its brokenness.
“I had the privilege of get
ting to know many young
Haitians with big dreams
of becoming a doctor or en
gineer some day, but their
economic status and living WAMPLER
conditions make this almost
impossible for them to attain” he said.
In the wake of the 2010 earthquake that devas
tated the already-struggling Haiti, both Wampler
and Mark Schaub, executive director of the Padnos International Center, began conversations
that lead to the creation of the Empowering Haiti
Through Education fund, which will allow “rising
stars” from Haitian High schools pursue higher
education at Grand Valley State University.
“The words ‘empowering’ and ‘education’ are
the keys words in the name of the fund,” Wampler
said. “1 tirmly believe that if we can empower
Haitians through education many of the problems

that they have will lessen. When they are faced
w ith a natural or human disaster they will be able
to respond with confidence.”
It will take $250j(XX) to bring the first Haitian
student to GVSU, Wampler said. The funds for
the Empower Haiti Through Education scholar
ships are privately raised in their entirety, relying
on the donations from students, faculty and staff
at GVSU as well as community groups and other
individuals from West Michigan.
In short term, Wampler said his main goal is to
raise enough funds to bring the first Haitian stu
dent to GVSU. but he hopes in the long run that
GVSU will be known throughout the Midwest for
reaching out to Haitian students.
“1 would like to expand that already great re
sume to include a place where students from Haiti
can find opportunity and education which they
can take back to Haiti to help restore their land,”
he said. “This scholarship can be a beginning to
ward that end.”
Schaub said with the corruption in Haiti, many
frustrated Haitians never see the money promised
to them, fostering a sense of cynicism about how
exactly to help. The Empowering Haiti Through
Education funds will be housed in Michigan at
GVSU with interest that will go directly to a Hai
tian secondary school student.

Helping Haitians: Haitian children pose for a photograph for GVSU geology professor Peter Wampler. Wampler's
visits to earthquake-devestated Haiti inspired him to start the Empowering Haiti Through Education fund.

“Despite billions in aid, promises of additional
billions, considerable help from generous indi
viduals, groups and nations, there is a cholera epi
demic, hundreds of thousands without shelter or
food and mountains of unmoved rubble,” Schaub
said. “There are just slim rays of hope.”
Wampler said although he encourages all
GVSU students to get involved any way they can
with rebuilding Haiti, he believes this is an oppor
tunity to get involved in something that can poten

tially have a sustainable impact on Haiti.
“This is a chance to “get in on the ground
floor” so to speak,” he said. “Someday I hope we
look back and see that this small beginning has
grown into a very big change for Haiti, its people
and GVSU.”
To get involved or to donate, e-mail Wampler
at wamplerp@gvsu.edu
news@ lanthorn rom

GV student travels to Saudi Arabia on fellowship
By Samantha Butcher
GVL Managing Editor

Myths and misunderstand
ings about the Middle East
are common in the U.S., and
after a two-week fellowship
in Saudi Arabia, Grand Val
ley State University student
Natalie Klackle is dedicated
to fighting such stereotypes.
“1 would encourage peo
ple to not take what you’ve
heard about the Middle East KLACKLE
seriously until you’ve been
there, because chances are, it’s wrong,” she said.
Klackle was one of 10 women selected from
across the country to participate in a student fel
lowship with the National Council on U.S.-Ar
ab Relations. The fellows spent time in Saudia
Arabia’s three major cities: Riyahd, Damman
and Jeddah. During their time in Saudi Arabia,
the women visited universities and secondary
schools, met with government officials and visited
the country’s major tourist attractions.

After spending time in the country, which is
traditionally closed to foreign travelers, Klackle
said she plans to share her knowledge of Saudi
culture with Arabic and Middle Eastern studies
classes across campus.
“I’d like to consider myself fairly educated
about the Middle East, and I wasn’t going to buy
what MSNBC or FOX News or CNN threw at me
about the Middle East, but I didn’t realize the ste
reotypes that I had played into,” she said. “1 think
just knowing that these stereotypes are alive, and
even an ‘educated’ person about myself had them,
is going to set me up to have really productive
conversations in the U.S.”
The competitive fellowship program was open
to Model Arab League alumni. Klackle, who is
studying political science and Middle Eastern
studies, became involved with MAL through an
Islamic Middle East course she took within the
Honors program. Her professors, Majd Al-Mallah
and Coeli Fitzpatrick, encouraged her to join GVSU’s MAL delegation and nominated her for the
fellowship.
“It’s a great opportunity for our students to
be selected for such international opportunities.

I know Natalie will represent Grand Valley very
well,” Al-Mallah said in a press release.
Klackle represented Saudi Arabia in the Mich
igan MAL before going on to join the United Arab
Emirates delegation at the national competition.
“I’d learned a lot about Saudi Arabia last year
in model Arab League and was fascinated by the
hybrid of the vety ancient and the very modem
that they have and that it works for them, but I
don’t think I really caught the ‘Saudi bug’ until
I got there and saw how beautiful and complex
their culture is, and how different it is from ours,”
she said.
One of the major differences was prayer time,
Klackle said. Fives times a day the stores would
shut down briefly so that the shopkeepers could
pray before resuming business.
“In the U.S. we really don’t have daily, con
stant synchronized pauses in our day,” she said.
“We just kind of go, go, go, go, go, go, go, where
as there almost everything just comes to a stand
still and it’s really beautiful because everyone’s
just breathing for 15 minutes and then chaos starts
again.”
Klackle plans to attend graduate school for

Courtesy photo / Megan Geissler
American fellows: The members of the delegation
crowd into an elevator in their abayas after arriving in
Saudi Arabia. They spent two weeks in the country.

Arab studies before working in international de
velopment. She said she is hopeful her work will
take her back to the country she fell in love with.
manaf>inf>editor@ lanthorn x:otn
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Briauna Taylor's 33
not enough to save Lak’

in blowout lo
Team loses to
Michigan Tech for
second time this
season
By Derek Wolff
Assistant Sports Editor

The weather outside was
frightful, and the atmosphere
inside the Fieldhouse Arena
was anything but cozy for Laker
fans. Not even a Jordan-esque
performance from sophomore
forward Briauna Taylor could
save Grand Valley State Univer
sity from being pummeled by
Michigan Technological Uni
versity in a Saturday afternoon
84-64 home defeat.
Taylor amassed a career-high
33 points against the Huskies,
shooting 12-22 on the game
while draining 6-of-8 from be
hind the 3-point line.
“It would have been good if
we had won, but it is good for
my confidence going forward,”
she said. “Whenever I get in a
shooting slump I know that I
can play above what I think 1
can.”
Taylor was one of only six
Lakers who scored against the
Huskies, as her twin sister Brit
tany Taylor, sophomore center
Alex Stelfox, sophomore guiard
Lauren Stodola, junior guard
Jasmine Padin and freshman
guard Tori Klewicki-McNutt
combined for 31 points. The
Lakers shot a dismal 373 per
cent in the game, converting on
only 22-of-59 from the field.
The 84-point outburst by
Michigan Tech was its highest
scoring output of the season, as
well as the most points GVSU

has given up this season and
the first time this year they had
given up more than 80 points in
a single game.
The Huskies were led by a
two-headed monster in Lucy
Demovesek and Sam Hoyt.
Demovesek earned a double
double by shooting 6-9 from the
field for 17 points and pulling
down 12 of Michigan Tech’s 45
rebounds. Hoyt added 18 points
by shooting 7-9 for the game
while dishing out six assists.
The Lakers outscored the
Huskies 39-33 in the second
half as Michigan Tech’s golden
touch from the first half sunk
to 8-of-23 shots from the floor.
The play in the second half,
aside from Taylor’s masterful
shooting performance, was one
of the few positives GVSU head
coach Janel Burgess took away
from the loss.
“I liked our fight in the sec
ond half, our lack of quitting and
our leadership out there from a
lot of young sophomores,” Bur
gess said. “This will be a good
gut-check for us.”
Michigan Tech doubled up
GVSU in the first half, domi
nating the Lakers 51-25. The
Demovsek-Hoyt tandum alone
outscored the Lakers as both
Huskies scored 13 points.
Both sides took 28 shots in
the first half, but the similari
ties ended there. Michigan Tech
made 19-of-28 for a remarkable
67.9 percent from the field. The
Lakers, however, ran ice cold,
draining only 9-of-28 shots.
Taylor contributed 15 of the
team’s 25 first half points.
“I was confident that every
time I took a shot, I felt like I
could make it,” Taylor said.
“It’s kind of like you feel that

It's another m
opportunity for
us to get better,
and we've clearly
got room to
grow/7
-Janel Burgess
GVSU head coach

of*’

you just can’t miss.”
The loss drops GVSU back
to 7-4 in GLIAC play while
Michigan Tech rebounds from
their first conference loss earlier
in the week to improve to 9-1 in
conference play.
“(This loss) hurts, but it just
kind of fuels the fire a little more
and gives us that extra chip on
our shoulder,” said senior guard
Elizabeth Van Tiflin. “We have
another game on Wednesday,
and we’ll just take it one step at
a time and come back ready to
go”
The Lakers, who defeated
Northern Michigan University
70-45 on Thursday night in Al
lendale before falling Saturday
to the Huskies, will take on
Urbana University Wednesday
night at 7 pro. It will be their
final home game before a threeweek road game stretch.
Despite the non-conference
nature of the game, Burgess
didn’t downplay its signifi
cance.
“It’s another opportunity for
us to get better, and we’ve clear
ly got room to grow,” she said.
dwolff@ lanthorn com
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Laker hockey grabs narrow win

WOMEN'S ROWING
Women's rowing team invited
to University of Michigan Women's
Invitational
The Grand Valley State University
women's rowing team has been invited to
compete against some of the top Division
I talent in the nation at the University of
Michigan Women's Rowing Invitational in
Ann Arbor, Mich, on April 16.
The team will be up against Michigan,
the University of Buffalo-SUNY, the University
of Indiana and Oklahoma University.
GVSU will have six separate events to get
up to speed before the April 16 showdown in
Ann Arbor.

131 SHOWDOWN
Tickets still available for 131
Showdown
Student and general public tickets are
still available for the 131 Showdown at Van
Andel Arena between Grand Valley State
University and Ferris State University on Jan.
29.
The Laker women will tip off against
the Bulldogs at 6 pro. in downtown Grand
Rapids, and the men will follow with an
estimated start time of 8 pro.
Emily Richett from Fox 17 will host
the event and Detroit Pistons’ Public
Address announcer Mason will serve as the
announcer for both games.
Fans can call 1 -800-745-3000 or visit the
Ticketmaster website to purchase tickets in
advance. Students can get discounted tickets
at Athletic Ticket Office inside the Fieldhouse
Arena.

GLIAC
STANDINGS
MEN'S BASKETBALL

1. GVSU (10-1,15-3)
2. Wayne State (9-1,
13-3)
3. Findlay (8-1,15-1)
4. Ferris State (9-2,13-5)
5. Hillsdale (8-2,14-2)
6. Lake Superior State
(6-4,12-5)
7. Michigan Tech (5-5,
10-7)
8. Saginaw Valley (4-6,

8-8)

WOMEN'S
BASKETBALL
1. Michigan Tech (9-1,
14-2)
2. Lake Superior State
(8-2,11-5)
3. Findlay (7-2,12-4)
4. Ashland (6-3,11-5)

5. GVSU (7-4,13-4)
6. Hillsdale (6-4,12-4)
7. Tiffin (6-5,11-6)
8. Ferris State (5-6,9-8)

By Greg Monahan
GW. Sports Editor

With its weekend cut in half due to Saturday’s snow storm,
the Grand Valley State University men’s hockey team had to
settle for a single win this weekend against Central Michigan
University.
Friday’s home game saw the Lakers (13-9-0) come from
behind on two occasions, battling back from 1 -0 and 2-1 defi
cits in the third period to squeak out a 5-3 win against Central
Michigan (17-10-0). Saturday’s game was scheduled for a 4
pro. faceoflf in Mount Pleasant, but it was called off due to
several inches of snow. Both teams have discussed a make-up
game, but no official plans are set.
“We were halfway there (when the game was cancelled),”
said senior forward Brad Keough. “We were all pumped to
play, especially after last game got a little chippy, so a week
end like that you get excited for. We wanted to finish up the
series, so we were pretty bummed.”
The Lakers fell behind less than three minutes into the first
period as a giveaway on their own blue line lead to a break
away goal for Chippewa forward Nick Badder. All three Lak
er goals against came after giveaways in the neutral zone, and
all three were unassisted.
The team trailed 2-1 after the second period, but the Ink
ers got four third-period goals, including a perfectly placed
shot over the glove hand of Chippewa goalie Matthew Darr
from senior Scott Rood that proved to be the game winner
with less than two minutes to play. Senior Jeff Anonick tallied
an empty-net goal a minute later to seal the Chippewa’s fate
and notch the team’s final goal.
Despite the early deficits, GVSU captain Ryan Welch said
he was certain the Lakers would be able to come back.
“The whole time it felt like we were the most dominant
team on the ice,” he said. “We felt confident on the bench and
our whole morale was very good. We’ve come back a handful
of times this year, and to be a good team you have to come
from behind and win those close games.”
Goals did not come easy for the Lakers in the first 40 min
utes. Darr made several acrobatic saves to keep the Chippewa
lead at one going into the second intermission, and GVSU
also had a goal wiped out after the referee deemed Anonick

GVL / Nicole Lamson
By the skin of th«ir teeth: Senior Eric Beaupre battles an opponent
against Central Michigan. The Lakers were victorious 5-3.

had batted a puck out of the air and into the net with a highstick.
But the third period was a different story for the Lakers,
as the team finally solved Darr, scoring four goals, including
Anonick’s empty-netter.
“We did a good job at getting traffic to the net and getting
multiple people through the net,” said GVSU head coach Mike
Forbes. “The goalie can’t stop what he can’t see, so if you take
away his eyes then it makes it pretty difficult for him.”
Next weekend could be the most important of GVSU’s
season thus far, as the team takes on Michigan State Univer
sity. A weekend sweep could all but guarantee a spot in the
National Tournament for the leakers. However, two losses
could put their spot in jeopardy.
“I think we’re in pretty good shape,” Forbes said. “1 think
Central’s play will give us a little bit of a lesson to be ready
from the opening faceoff. Michigan State is a good hockey
team, we know that, and it’s a weekend series that is huge and
1 think the guys understand the gravity of it.”
The Spartans and the leakers will faceoff in East Lansing
Friday night at 9 pro. The two squads will cap off the week
end with an 8 pro. puck drop at Georgetown Ice Arena on
Saturday night.

sports @ lanthorn com
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MEN'S DODGEBALL

MEN'S BASKETBALL

GV dodgeball upended by
Central...... _
5453

Defending National Champions lose game, fall to 0-2
By Kevin VanAntwerpen
GVL Staff Writer

Despite a valiant effort, the
Grand Valley State University
dodgeball team fell 4-2 to Cen
tral Michigan University on
Saturday, marking the team’s
second loss of the season.
“(Central Michigan) came
in hot, got in a groove and
knew the strategy they needed
to beat us,” said GVSU team
captain Jimmy Stokes.
The first few minutes of
the game were even. Every
time the leakers knocked out
one or two of Central Michi
gan’s players, the Chippewas
did the same. For a moment.
Central Michigan had what
Stokes called a “strong push”
and forced the Lakers down on
the count, meaning the Lakers
didn’t throw a ball for 10 sec
onds and were forced by rule
to hand all of the balls over to
the other side.
Stokes said he believes the
Chippewas realized the Lakers
were not the same juggernaut
of a team from last year thanks
to the team's struggles in los
ing the first point. While prior
to the 2010-2011 season the
Lakers hadn’t lost a game by
more than one point, this year
they graduated ten of their
senior players, leaving them
with mostly new faces to fill
the gap.
“They realized we weren’t
as strong as they thought we
were,” Stokes said. “They
kind of calmed down.”
To gain the next point.
Central Michigan used ball
advantage, a tactic in which
a team holds onto six of the
balls and only throws two at
a time, forcing the Lakers to
constantly play on defense.
Stokes explained that the tech
nique takes an great amount of
coordination but is incredibly

GVL / Andrew Mills

D-UP: Sophomore Breland Hogan plays defense during Thursday's home game against Northern Michigan
University. The Lakers continued their home win streak, beating Northern and Michigan Tech.

Solid first half guides Lakers
to victory over Michigan Tech
GVL Archive
Starting oven Members of the dodgeball team prepare for a previous game.
The team is struggling after graduating many of their key players last year.
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We weren't as decisive. That
meant that they could pick us off
one by one - we couldn't get their
best players out, so their best
players were getting us out/7
-Greg Trippeidi
Club treasurer
hard to defend against when
done correctly.
“It made us a little more
heavy,” said Greg Trippeidi,
the club’s treasurer. “We
weren’t as decisive. That
meant that they could pick us
off one by one - we couldn’t
get their best players out, so
their best players were get
ting us out.”
The last point before the
half went to Central Michi
gan once again. With a just
more than two minutes until
half time, Central Michigan
eliminated all but one Laker
- Jeremy Stemtky. While
he eventually fell, Stemtky
managed to last almost two
minutes on his own. 15 sec
onds longer and the half-time
buzzer would’ve rung, leav-

Shop the

New to You Store
$1.00 Deals on
Clothing & Shoes
Low Prices on
Household Items & More
Hours:

By Brady Fredericksen

Mon-Wed-Fri 10am to 5pm
Thurs 10am to 8pm
Sat 10am to 4pm

All prin ted* from sale* go hack into assisting
Allendale families in need

Would you or your group like to volunteer?
Need a serv ice project?
Call Love I.N.C. at 895-5683

Have gently-used furniture, clothes,
a bike you don’t need—bring it to
Love I.N.C.
Our Drop-OfT is Open 24/7.

Love I.N.C. New to You Store
11620 60th Avenue (North on 60th from Lake
Michigan Drive [M-45])

ing the score at a tie.
Going into the second half,
the Lakers were “wound up”
from such a close defeat. They
managed to snag the first point
in three minutes - a quick time
compared to the usual eight to
nine minutes.
“We were hitting all of our
targets,” Stokes said. “We were
making catches and catching
them off guard.”
The rest of the game didn’t
go as well for the Lakers. The
Chippewas continued to use
the ball advantage strategy
and managed to take two more
points, one of which within the
last 20 seconds of the game.
“If we could’ve held out 20
seconds at halftime and at the
end, the entire game would’ve
been tied,” Stokes said.
Lenny Reinart said he be
lieved the game could’ve gone
differently if the Lakers had
managed to coordinate them
selves better.
“It was our lack of sync,”
he said. “I believe we have
better players as individuals we just weren’t able to run our
plans as well as we wanted.”
The Lakers expect a differ
ent game next time they’re pit
ted against Central Michigan.
“We play them again in
a few weeks at the Michigan
Dodgeball Cup, and the ex
pectation is that we’ll win,”
Trippeidi said. “The things
they did to throw us off - we’ll
be ready for them.”
Despite the loss, Stokes
said it was one of the smooth
est games he’d ever seen.
“They were a really
classy team,” he said. “There
was no arguing and the refs
were fair and precise. It
was a well played game.”
kvanantwerpen @ lanthorn x om

After a sluggish start
Thursday
night against
Northern Michigan Univer
sity, the Grand Valley State
men’s basketball team again
overcame another slow start
on Saturday, but found their
game and rolled to a 77-63
victory over visiting Michi
gan Tech.
Paced by senior forward
Justin Ringler’s 20 points,
the Lakers (10-1 GLIAC,
15-3 overall) used a 13-0
run mid-way through the
first half to take control
over Michigan Technologi
cal University (5-5 GLIAC,
10-7 overall). Despite his
final stat line, Ringler’s
production in the first half
did not come easily as the
senior shot only 2-of-7
from the field.
“I try not to think about
scoring when I‘m on the

court,” said Ringler, who
also had four assists and
four rebounds. “You just
have to keep playing. If I‘m
not shooting well, I try to
do everything else, but see
ing the ball go in definitely
helps.”
Throughout the first half,
GVSU tried to get their of
fense going through their
screen-and-roll with Ring
ler and center Asauhn Tat
um or by posting up their
guards in the high-post.
Three-point shooting which has been one of the
Lakers’ most valuable as
sets this season - was not
on their side Saturday, as
Michigan Tech held them
to 4-of-13 shooting.
“We have a lot of respect
for Michigan Tech, they do
a great job and it’s always a
fist fight, grind-it-out-type
game, so shots are hard to
come by,” said head coach
Ric Wesley, whose team is

GVL / Andrew Mills
Put the game away: Junior guard Alvin Storrs goes up for layup during
Thursday's home game against Northern Michigan. The Lakers notched a
solid victory over Michigan Tech Saturday, beating the Huskies 77-63.
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We have a lot
of respect for
Michigan Tech,
they do a great
job and it's
always a fist
fight, grind-itout type game,
so shots are hard
to come by/7

& VARIETY OF HOME STYLES
* 10 & 12 MONTH LEASES
* FREE PARKING

-Ric Wesley

shooting 38.7 percent from
three-point range this sea
son. “In the conference sea
son everything gets more
physical, and offensively
it comes down to who can
own the block and painted
area.”
Following the sluggish
start, the Lakers’ bench
sparked the team in all as
pects of the game. Their
shooting and defense were
catalysts for the 13-0 run,
and their ability to force
turnovers and draw charges
on the Huskies proved im
portant in throwing Michi
gan Tech off their rhythm.
The Lakers led 37-24 at
halftime, giving them a per
fect 15-0 record this season
when leading at halftime.
Assisting Ringler’s allaround game were junior
guards Alvin Storrs and
James Thomas. Storrs, who
has been the team’s top
scorer the last three games,
continued his recent streak
by finishing with 13 points
and four rebounds.
Thomas’ play Saturday
was more balanced than
his
normal
production.
The team’s second-leading
scorer has struggled with
his shot in recent games but
contributed to the winning
effort Saturday by grabbing
a team-high five rebounds.
“I think I‘m a real capa
ble player and when I‘m not
shooting well I can bring
other things to the table,”
said Thomas, who’s aver
aging 9.4 points per game.
“Stuff like rebounding and
playing good defense are
ways for me to help my
team instead of getting
down on myself.”
After a strong finish
in the first half, the Lak
ers struggled to contain
Michigan Tech forward Ali
Haider, who scored 15 of
his game-high 25 points in
the half. The Huskies lead
ing scorer was guarded by
everyone from Ringler to
back-up center Nick Wad
dell, but his offense contin
ued to keep Michigan Tech
in the game.
“We had more success
early guard their big guys,
but as the game went on
Haidar had a tremendous
night,” said Wesley. “We
fouled him too much; we
made poor decisions on
when to bring our help,
but you have to give him
credit.”
Despite the lead floating
around 10 points, the Lak
ers pulled away late and
notched their tenth confer
ence win of the season. Now
the Lakers prepare for their
match-up against rival Fer
ris State University in the
131 Showdown at Van Andel
Arena on Saturday at 8 p.m.
bfredericksen @ lanthorn com

GVSU head coach

"WE GUARANTEE THE LOWEST
RATES PER PERSON!"
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Women's mile record set at Mike Lints Open
Monica Kinney shaves
more than two seconds
off previous GVSU
record in the mile
By Jon Adamy
GVL Staff Writer

The school record for the
women’s indoor mile run fell
at Friday’s Mike Lints Alumni
Open when junior middle distance
runner Monica Kinney took first
place with time of 4 minutes and
43.24 seconds. Kinney took more
than two seconds off the previous
record set by former Grand Valley
State University track standout
Mandi Zemba.
On the women’s team, senior
distance runner Eileen Creutz
headed up a pack of Lakers that
took three out of the top four spots
in the 3,000-meter run, as Creutz
took first with a time of 9:57.90.
Sophomore middle distance
runner Ashley Botham also took
first place in the 800-meter run
finishing in 2:16.04.
For the men, sophomore middle
distance runner Eric Phillips took

first for the Lakers in the 600-meter
run with a mark of 1:22.34.
In the men’s throwing events,
sophomore Donnie Stiffler took
second in the shot put with a
mark of 53 feet and 7.75 inches.
Sophomore Andrew Gorley took
second in the weight throw with a
toss of 52-10.
The teams used this non-scoring
meet to hone their technique for
the final time before heading to
their first scoring meet of the
season next week, when they will
compete at the Indiana Relays in
Bloomington, Ind.
Freshman sprinter Nathaniel
Hammersmith said most exciting
aspect of watching his teammates
perform is seeing all of their hard
work pay off as it benefits the
team at the same time.
“I definitely love the team
performances, especially when
it comes to the last race with
the 4x400, everyone’s on their
feet and everyone is excited,”
said Hammersmith. ‘‘I love that
feeling, like the rush of it. People
get excited because it’s just like
a football game or a basketball
game, like that fourth quarter last
play kind of thing.”

Some athletes were given a
chance to rest and recover before
next week’s meet. Others on the
team competed in events outside
of their normal competition
groups in order to work on aspects
of technique that will help them
improve on their other events.
Junior middle distance runner
Chanelle Caldwell, who set a
personal record in the 600-meter
run on Friday, said individual
goals and personal bests keep her
motivated not only to do well for
herself, but for the team as well.
”1 felt pretty accomplished,
but it’s one of those things where
there’s always room to improve no
matter where you are, and that’s
one of the things I do like about
track is you can always be better,”
said Caldwell. “You’re never at a
point where you’re like, ‘Ok, well,
I’ve done all 1 can do.’”
Junior thrower Matt Armstrong
said the teams are focused on not
only winning individual events,
but also has high goals set for
themselves in team competitions
this season. .
“Of course you want to have
a good individual performance
to help your team win but I think

Courtesy photo / Fat ebook
Record-breaking run: Junior middle distance runner Monica Kinney runs in a past race. Kinney
delivered a strong performance at the Open, setting a new record for the mile at GVSU.

overall team performance is
the most important thing,” said
Armstrong. “It would be great if
you won a national championship
(as an individual), but if you do it
as a team you get the big trophy.”
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The Lakers will travel to
Bloomington, Ind. for the Indiana
Relays this weekend, as the team
will compete against some Division
I talent in another unscored meet.
jadamy® lanthorn .com
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GLIAC bound: A member of the women's swim team participates in a race during Friday's swim meet held in the
Fieldhouse. The Lakers ended their regular season with an 8-2 record after winning 12 events Saturday.

POUNDS

GV swim and dive teams end
regular season on strong note

WEEK

* 1
RANKING

UST WEI*

By Zach Sepanik
GVL Staff Writer

The Grand Valley State
University men’s and wom
en’s swim and dive team
competed against Hope Col
lege and the University of In
dianapolis this weekend, and
three pool records marked the
end of the regular season for
both squads.
The women earned victo
ries over Hope and Indianap
olis with scores of 151 -86 and
140-91, respectively.
On Friday against Hope,
the Lakers won 10 events to
push past the Flying Dutch
men. Junior diver Karen Verbrugge (1 - and 3-meter board)
and senior swimmer Erin Kin
ney (200- and 500-yard free
style) won two events each
for the Lakers in the win. The
Lakers also came away with a
1-2-3 finish in 200 freestyle,
200 individual medley and
the I - and 3-meter diving.
Verbrugge said she be
lieved the meet exemplified
how the team has united over
the year and just how they
have improved.
“Throughout the year we
have all really come together,
and we just push each other,”
she said. “There is compe
tition within the team, and
many have close times so ev
eryone pushes each other to
get better.”
On Saturday against In
dianapolis, the women used
their depth to outmatch their
opponent en route to winning
seven events. Junior swim
mer Toni Musto (400-yard in
dividual medley and 200-yard
breaststroke) and Verbrugge
each earned two victories for
the team.
GVSU head coach Andy
Boyce said he noticed the
team’s effort and hopes it’s
there to stay come the GLIAC
conference championship.
“We started off strong on
Friday night and we kept it
rolling through the day on
Saturday,” he said. “Heading

toward conference, now it’s
about rest and seeing if we
can keep those times.”
Meanwhile,
the
men
earned victories over Hope
and Indianapolis with scores
of 151 -86 and 140-91, respec
tively.
Against the Dutchmen,
the Lakers won all 13 events,
improving their record to 6-2
heading into the final dual
meet. Senior diver Patrick
VanDommelen (1- and 3-me
ter board) and junior swim
mer Aaron Beebe (200-yard
freestyle and 100-yard fly)
paced the Lakers with two
victories each. Also, fresh
man swimmer Michael Grif
fith led the way in the 50-yard
freestyle with a time of 21.42
seconds.
Senior
Jordan
Schrotenboer said he noticed the
team’s attention and focus
in meets throughout the year
and hopes it pays dividends
come the GLIAC conference
championships at Jenison
High School on Feb. 9-12.
“We have a really young
team this year, as most of
the team is made up of fresh
men,” he said. “We have had
to stay focused and confident
for every meet, as every ipce
is a solid practice for the con
ference championship. We
have stayed focused for every
race.”
In the final meet Saturday
against Indianapolis, the Lak
ers won 12 events and set
three pool records, ending the

regular season at 8-2.
Junior swimmer Raphael
Santos set the first pool record
of the day when he swam the
first leg of the 400-yard med
ley relay in a time of 49.72.
Schrotenboer set the next
two when he swam the 200yard freestyle in 1:41.01 and
the 200-yard backstroke in
1:51.88. Each record was also
broken earlier this season.
Boyce said he sees the
hard work his team has shown
throughout the year and he
hopes it will pay off with a
conference title.
“Their work ethic in prac
tice has been really strong as
everyone is really pushing
each other,” said Boyce. “We
went to Florida for a training
trip over winter break and that
has made a big difference. We
hope to get some rest over
these next couple weeks be
fore conference and then
swim well and dive fast.”
zsepanik@ lanthorn .com

GVSU head coach
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Recycle to win. Get involved In RecycleMania,
the eight-week recycling competition.
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Susie Skowronek, Laker Life Editor
lakerlife@lanthorn.com
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A WEEKEND IN PARADISE

CHECK IN
5- 10 p.m. in Kirkhof Center

KARAOKE
5-10 p.m. in Area 51 of Kirkhof Center *
Bounce House, games, crafts, Tye-Dye, Wii
tournament, cookie decorating, Henna
tattoos, popcorn, Sno Cones, cotton candy

PICTURES WITH LOUIE THE LAKER
5-10 p.m. in Kirkhof Center Lobby

RECEPTION

.

Quality time: A Little Laker checks out a tiny alligator at a past Sibs and Kids weekend. The Sibs and Kids events aim to please young and old Lakers alike.

(parents only)

6-7 p.m. in Kirkhof Center Lobby
Complimentary appetizers and beverages,
cash bar
Q&A%\v,'^
6-8 p.m. in Alumni House ■
Have questions answered about GVSU by
faculty, staff and parents. Register to win
prizes including a night's stay at the Alumni
House

MOVE TO THE BEAT
Concert and Dance Series

7p.m. in Cook-DeWitt Building

MAGICIAN NORMAN NG
9 p.m. in Grand River Room of Kirkhof Center

Sibs and kids to invade
campus this weekend
By Samantha Arnold
GVL Staff Writer

he weather outside may be frightful,
but spending a winter weekend with
Sibs and Kids is delightful.
Spotlight Productions invites students
and faculty to bring siblings and children to
Sibs and Kids Weekend, which begins Fri
day. Friday and Saturday events will take
place in Kirkhof Center and the Turf Build
ing.
Registration for the event is $20 for the
first guest and $ 15 for every guest after.
“In the past, the most popular events
have been the magician and the giant inflatables. They tailor to a wide range of ages,
and the audience gets to interact with the
magic show,” said Zac VanOdsol, director
of Sibs and Kids Weekend.
VanOsdol, who attended the event last
year, said he had a good time seeing the kids
interact with their older siblings.
“Not only does it promote GVSU as a
school community, but it also keeps up with

T

family relations in a fun way,” he added.
Magician Norman Ng will perform at 9
p.m. on Friday in the Grand River Room of
Kirkhof Center, and the inflatables will be
in the Turf Building from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
on Saturday.
Sophomore Megan Flynn said Sibs and
Kids is the reason she has an opportunity to
see her family.
“I went last year with my younger sister,”
she said. “We had lots of fun with the giant
inflatables because there were competitions
and races through the obstacle courses. It
was a great bonding experience and it was
a fun reason for her to visit.”
The activities scheduled in the Kirkhof
Center lobby appeal to the younger genera
tion, and the event producers expect large
crowd on Friday and Saturday.
“I feel that the activities held in Kirkhof
throughout the weekend will be the most
popular,” said Jen Possanza, a member of
Alpha Sigma Tau, one of the many student
organizations helping with the weekend.
“It gives the children a variety of things to
do throughout the day. I also think that the
hockey game will be a success because it
gives the children a feel for what it is like to

go to a college sporting event.”
Events in Kirkof include games, crafts
and food. Additional activities will take
place on other floors of the building.
However, the weekend has activities not
only for the young. College-aged sibs and
kids also can enjoy the weekend activities.
“It’s not only fun for the kids, but the stu
dents have a great time with it too,” VanOs
dol said.
This year, laser tag is a new event ex
pected to attract a large crowd of all ages.
An estimated 4(X) volunteers from 35
student organizations will help run various
activities throughout the weekend.
VanOsdol said that Spotlight Productions is using more student organizations to
show the kids and families the unity within
the campus community.
“We expect the weekend to be very suc
cessful and mn smoothly in promoting the
school and having fun things to do for stu
dents and families alike,” VanOsdol said.
A schedule of events, pre-registration
and additional information about Sibs and
Kids Weekend can be found at www.gvsu.
edu/sibsnkids/.
somold@ lanthorn com

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
/ 0:30 p.m. in River Landing of Kirkhof Center
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Professor breaks down truth and lies
CHECKIN
10 a.m. -2 p.m. in Kirkhof Center
Mechanical Surfer, Island Green Screen,
Boulderdash, jousting, photobooth, airbrush
tattoos, games, arts and crafts, popcorn,
Sno Cones, cotton candy, roving artists: The
Balloon Duo

LASER TAG
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. in Grand River Room of Kirkhof
Center

SUPER SCIENCE SATURDAY
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. in Henry Hall and Padnos Hall
Carnival lunch: corn dogs and hot pretzels

SNAKES ALIVE PROGRAM
12- 3p.m. in Kirkhof Center

ROCK CLIMBING
/ -6 p.m. in Climbing Center of Field House

ACTIVITY NIGHT
4-8 p.m. in Turf Building
Skee Ball, Runt Run, Dr. Smoothie, sports
workshops, games, crafts, Tattoos, giant
obstacle course, caricature artists, giant slide,
rock climb/slide (inflatable), popcorn, Sno
Cones, cotton candy, sandy candy

ACAPELLA PERFORMANCE BY GV
GROOVE STUDENT GROUP
5-6 p.m. Location TBD
For additional events - off campus activities
and Big Screen Movie Theater listings, view
the full schedule of events at www.gvsu.
edu/sibsnkids.

behind MLK Jr.'s legacy
Courtesy photo / mizzouwire.missouri.edu

By Marcus J Reynolds
GVL Staff Writer

As the 2012 presidential elections
quickly approach, Americans can expect a
bombardment of nonstop campaign com
mercials. The scenario the U.S. faces as a
society, it also faces in history: there is the
truth, and there is the propaganda.
Grand Valley State University hosted
Michael Eric Dyson, professor of sociol
ogy at Georgetown University, Wednes
day night in the Louis Armstrong Theater.
The venue filled to capacity as the speaker
debunked the misinformation and roman
ticism American society has in regard to
the historical legacy of King.
The program opened with the melodic
sounds of the GVSU Unity Choir. Accom
panied by a pianist, the group sang a song
by contemporary artist John legend, “If
You’re Out There ”
With heartfelt lyrics such as, “We don’t
want to have to wait for tomorrow. We
can be the change today,” the song set the
stage for Dyson. The audience showed
its appreciation through enthusiastic ap
plause.
The speaker opened in a humorous
fashion, but quickly got serious about the
propaganda, myths and misinformation,
concerning King's legacy. He spoke about
the meaning of King and the continuation
of his legacy in relationship to what King
represented.
“The misinformation is that he wasn’t
a radical, who was willing to put his life

on the line forequality,” Dyson said. “He
was willing to challenge America. He was
very unpopular during his time.”
Dyson’s presentation brought out the
point that King was not a conservative and
he never pretended the obstacles prevent
ing equality for all had been wiped away.
Dyson said politicians invoke King’s
name in attempts to promote their own
agenda, and many people in government
do not speak to the oppositions of his
dream.
With the current onslaught of massive
unemployment, government and corporate
corruption, and never-ending wars, Dyson
emphasized the issues King embodied.
“In this post-racial era, the fallacy is and some suggest that - Martin opposed
Affirmative Action, or the redistribution
of wealth, taking his words out of con
text,” Dyson said.
Dyson said disinformation is purposely
misinforming the public to shape ideol
ogy. He added to move forward, the truth
must be told.
“We don’t tell the troth about slav
ery and racism. We are romanticized by
American history,” Dyson said. “For ex
ample, we want to take the word ‘nigger’
out of Mark Twains’ book, but the history
is still there.”
He encouraged professors and teachers
to keep the word in the texts and talk about
the struggle for democracy.
“King wasn’t perfect. If we romanti
cize King, young people will believe they
could never do what he did,” Dyson said.

“Despite his imperfections, he rose above
them, studied hard and was highly intel
ligent.”
He added romanticism impedes criti
cal thinking. To associate King with the
perfect icon allows us to associate him
with President Obama as “King’s dream
fulfilled.”
“King would question Obama. There
would be tension because of his expan
sion in Afghanistan,” Dyson said. “We
must remember King opposed the war in
Vietnam.”
After King’s death, the question re
mains - what’s next?
GVSU senior Daniel Shaw attended
the event to have the question answered.
“I wanted to get a better understanding
of King,” Shaw said. “The lecture showed
me that he strived for tolerance of all peo
ple around the world.”
As for the question of what comes next,
Dyson has provided a response.
“If we listen to young people, we will
hear a lot of what MLK spoke about," he
said.
The MLK committee coordinated a
weeklong of activities to provide flexible
scheduling and give people more event
opportunities.
“We wanted to spread the love about
King across campus, so we developed
multiple programs on different days and
times where people can connect with the
man named Dr. King,” Springer said.
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Announcements
GV Basketball at Van Andel
Arena, the 131 Showdown!
January 29, $5 student tick
ets including a free replica
jersey (while supplies last)
and free entry into The
B.O.B. after the game. Get
your tickets at the fieldhouse
ticket office.

Be Someone’s Hero! With
the Kent County Mentoring
Collaborative. Learn how to
be a mentor at kentcountymentoring.org
Get in the game. Recycle to
win. Get involved in Recyclemania, the eight-week recy
cling competition. Visit
www.recyclemaniacs.org
R.B. Annis Water Resources
Institute. Making a difference
through researching, educa
tion and outreach.
No spring break plans? Make
planning
easy
at
Lanthorn.com. Click the
“Travel" tab and check on
prices to the best spring
break destinations with only
a
few
clicks.
www.lanthorn.com

Want GVSU news now? The
Lanthorn has it covered. Visit
our website, Facebook, You
Tube, or Twitter for the latest
GVSU campus and sports
news, www.lanthom.com

_________Services_________
I am an Accounting I and II
tutor available to GVSU stu
dents this semester. My rate
is $10.00 per hour and I am
available weeknights and
weekends. Please contact
me at katiefoltice@aol.com if
interested.
University Bookstore. Shop
online anytime with the University
Bookstore.
www.ubs.gvsu.edu

_________Wanted_________
Bartenders wanted. Up to
$250/Day. No Experience
necessary. Training provided.
Age
18+
Okay.
Call
1-800-965-6520. ext. 226.

Employment
Work on Mackinac Island.
Make lifelong friends. The Is
land House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are looking for
help in all areas this summer:
Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait
Staff, Sales Clerks, Kitchen,
Baristas. Housing, bonus,
and discounted meals. (906)
847-7196. www.theislandhouse.com

Housing
Grand Valley’s best kept
deal. University Townhomes
& Apartments guarantees the
lowest price per person. En
joy a quiet atmosphere with a
variety of home styles to
choose from less than 2
miles from campus. Call Tim
today 616-477-5511
Lofts 45 offers 1 & 2 bed
room lofts with 1 to 12 month
lease terms. We are formerly
known as Heritage Towne
Square. 6101 Lake Michigan
Drive. 616-895-2500
New digs at Loft 45. 1&2
bedroom lofts. 10-12 month
lease terms. Find yourself
here! www.heritagetownesquare.com.
616-895-2500

King Crossword
ACROSS
1 Little white
lie
4 Sunrelated
9 Beef
moistener,
on menus
12 Genetics
abbr.
13 Mediter
ranean
island
14 Multi
purpose
truck
15 Lake Erie
city
17 Lisa
Simpson’s
instrument
18 Clay, today
19 Care-less
attitude?
21 Tyke
24 Antitoxins
25 Discoverer’s
call
26 Weir
28 Unpaid bills
31 Old letter
opener
33 Science
workplace
35 Drench
36 Clan emblem
38 Toothpaste
type
40 Reuters
competitor
41 Birds, to
Brutus
43 Took a nap
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45 Straight
47 Past
48 Part of
R.S.V.P.
49 1953 Eartha
Kitt
Christmas
song
54 Compass
dir.
55 Vinegar
bottle
56 Golfer’s prop
57 In medias —
58 “Steppenwolf” author
59 Kitten’s
comment

DOWN
1 Monk’s title

briefly
29 Recording
30 Hit the ice
32 Golfer
Ballesteros
34 Scolds
37 Honorable
guy
39 Emissary
42 Don’t blink
44 Weep loudly
45 Addict
46 Three
squared
50 Greek con
sonants
51
dispenser
52 Spelling
contest
53 Evergreen
type

2 — and outs
3 Scrooge’s
remark
4 Climbed
5 In a circular
path
6 Romanian
money
7 Book of
maps
8 Harvested
9 Almost
10 Provo’s state
11 Alluring
16 Spigot
20 War god
21 Greatest
22 15-Across’
state
23 Small TVs
27 Periodical,
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by Linda Thistle
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★

sujiu iz :aw!) uoi)n|os

sjdMSuy
★ Moderate ★ ★ Challenging
★ ★ ★ HOO BOY!

- piQMSSOJQ 6UIX —

© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

Despite the fact
Christi, Texas, evi
that famed magician
dently
once
found
home
By Samantha Weaver
Harry Houdini exposed
alligator farming to be
a number of mediums and
lt was beloved Brit enough of a problem that they
psychics as frauds, Sherlock
ish mystery novelist felt compelled to pass a law
Holmes novelist Sir Arthur
making
it
illegal
to
raise
the
and playwright Agatha
Conan Doyle persisted in be
crocodilians
in
a
home.
Christie who made the follow
lieving that Houdini himself
ing sage observation: “It is a
was
a medium.
If
you
buy
a
post
curious thought, but it is only
age
stamp
in
Israel,
when you see people looking
The subcontinent of
rest assured that the
ridiculous that you realize just
India is steadily moving
glue
you’ll
be
licking
on
said
how much you love them.”
closer to the continent
stamp is kosher.
of Asia — by about 2 inches
Some toads can live
every year.
If you (like me) are
for up to a year without
a
fan
of
Krispy
Kreme’s
eating a single thing.
donuts, you may be in Thought for the Day:
terested
to leam that the pas “Give all power to the many,
Those who study
tries
have
been made with and they will oppress the few.
such things say that not
dough
from
the same secret Give all power to the few, and
all your fingernails grow
they will oppress the many.
recipe
since
1937.
at the same rate. It seems the
Both therefore ought to have
nail on your middle finger is
power, that each may defend
During
the
first
cou
a bit of an overachiever -- it
ple of years of life, dol itself against the other.” —
grows faster than the nails on
phins gain an average Alexander Hamilton
your other fingers.
(c) 2011 King Features
of five pounds every month.
Synd., Inc.
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Expo to offer equipment-free, anywhere workouts
Workshop to highlight pros,
cons of energy drinks
By Susie Skowronek
GVL Laker Life Editor

The thought of a stair stepper might make some people cringe.
The sight of an exercise bicycle might make some people rub their
rears in discomfort. The smell of the weight room might make
some gag.
But for others, there is no greater feeling than stepping on the
last elliptical with a television monitor.
The Fitness and Wellness Expo features campus and local re
sources to help maintain a healthy lifestyle. The event includes
workshops, demonstrations, raffles, entertainment and food.
The seventh-annual expo will take place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday in the Grand River Room and the Pere Marquette
Room of Kirkhof Center.
Laura Kennett, associate director of Campus Recreation, said
taking Campus Recreation out of its home and inserting it in a new
environment makes it less daunting to students.
“I always hear about how people don’t know about what we
do, and I realize coming over to this building is a barrier for some
people. It can be intimidating,” Kennett said.
While the gym might feel like property of the athletic or the
muscular, Kirkhof Center offers a neutral climate - a crossroads
at which students, staff and faculty stop to get their daily cup of
java.
However, everyone might reconsider their drinks of choice af
ter hearing the advice of Registered Dietitian Lori Schermers. She
will present the Effects of Energy Drinks workshop from 12:45
to 1:30 p.m.
Schermers will look at positive and negative affects of the en
ergy drinks.
“If they were to have one a day, the harm is not going to be any
greater than a cup of coffee,” she said
Some of the energy drinks equal the caffeine content of soda or
coffee, so Schermers said students should not run into problems
drinking the sugar-free versions of the drinks.

Courtesy photo / myadrenalfatigue.com
Alternative energy: A registered dietician will present on the truth
about energy drinks and healthier alternatives at the Expo.

However, the regular versions of energy drinks have high sugar
contents, Schermers said, and only the very active can bum what
they intake.
The workshop will include samples of safer and cheaper al
ternatives to unhealthy health drinks on the market. Some of the
drinks will have coffee or tea as a base with milk or fruit to provide
nutrients.
With the Michigan Liquor Contail Commission’s ban of the
sale of alcoholic energy drinks in November, Schermers will dis
cuss the dangers of mixing energy drinks with alcohol.
“The caffeine minimizes the perceived effects of how intoxi
cated someone is,” Schermers said.
The sweet, fruity taste of the energy drinks makes the alcohol
more palatable, Schermers added. So, mixing the two drinks often
results in greater alcohol consumption.
A second workshop will instruct students on a relaxation tech
nique without the need for a lot of equipment. From 11 to 11:30
a.m., students can learn how to reduce stress and relieve tension
through seated yoga, a form of the meditative technique that only
requires a chair.
“We wanted example of things that you can do anywhere,”
Kennett said. “The seated version - it’s not like you have to be in
the gym with a yoga mat - the whole nine yards kind of a thing.”
When workout equipment appears intimidating to many peo
ple, the push for physical activity might seem like the central focus
of health and wellness.
“So many people think about exercise for well-being, but it’s
so much more than that,” Kennett said.
Health and wellness, she said, involves the entire condition

GVL Archive

Burning calories: Members of the GVSU Capoeria Club demonstrate a form
of Brazilian Martial Arts at a past Health and Wellness Expo. This year's expo will
feature spinning and Zumba demonstrations for participants.

of the person, so the Recreation Center makes a dietician avail
able for a nutrition program. Massages help people lessen stress.
Mind Body classes, 45-minute sessions in workout areas such as
Zumba, SPIN and Yoga help students regain the sharp mindset
needed for academics.
Most of the features offered by the Recreation Center are free
to students, Kennett added.
Information about these and other resources from student orga
nizations and local vendors will be available at the expo.
For example, the Student Nursing Association will have an area
for blood pressure screening, and Movement Science students will
offer calculations of participants' Body Mass Indexes.
The workshop is LIB 100 approved, and the first 200 visitors to
the expo will receive a gift bag.
lakerlife @ lan thorn jcom

see LANTHORN.COM
to view a full schedule
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Speaker with Tourette schools GV on tolerance
By Susie Skowronek
GVL Laker Life Editor

After Marc Elliot said the
N-word behind a black woman
at an Indianapolis bus station,
Greyhound came out with an
official statement that said he
could not ride the bus.
Elliot, originally from St.

Louis, now lives in Boston and
tours across the country to tell
people about his unique life
experiences: his daily struggles
with Tourette Syndrome.
He spoke to people gath
ered Wednesday evening in the
Grand River Room of Kirkhof
Center.
“I’m trying to teach people

how to become tolerant indi
viduals,” Elliot said. “Now I’m
not going to do that by stand
ing up here and talking to you
all about, ‘What is the defini
tion of tolerance?”’
Elliot said by sharing his
story, others might understand
they do not know everything
about other individuals.

Elliot has Tourette Syn
drome, a neurological, genetick disorder thought to be
caused by altered activity of
the chemical dopamine in the
brain. Altered levels of the
chemical cause excess energy
in the body, and the only re
lease is the body tick.
More than 200,000 people
in the U.S. have Tourette Syn
drome, a condition defined by
multiple motor ticks, physical
ticks and at least on vocal tick.

Making a difference through research,
education, and outreach

R. B. Annis Water Resources Institute
Student Highlight

Amanda Maycroft
Sanmg 2010 DJ Anpa-SoirtiiA FAnritww

Tourette Syndrome creates
itches over which the indi
vidual has no control. But the
individual has control over
the decision to scratch, which
people see as the tick.
“Tourette Syndrome is like
having 10 or 15 or 20 itches all
in one spot, so I can stand here
and choose not to scratch it,”
Elliot said. “But what happens
if you don’t scratch that itch?
It just builds and builds and
builds until finally you have
to scratch it. ... But what’s
crazy about Tourette’s is that
the itch comes right back, and
it’s happening all throughout
the day.”
Some members of the au
dience had slips of paper with
words or sounds to shout dur
ing the presentation to simulate
the uncontrollable vocal ticks
of Tourette Syndrome.
“I absolutely encourage ev
eryone to laugh with it because
humor is a very important part
of my life,” Elliot said. “But
do remember that although
you might have to do this for
one moment during my pre
sentation, this is stuff that I
have been doing for the past 20
years of my life.”
Sophomore Erika Noth
yelled “oh” 14 minutes into El
liot’s talk.
“It was embarrassing,” she
said. “It made me feel like I
had Tourette’s.”

Elliot
was
di
agnosed
with mild
Tourette's
at age 9,
but
the
condition
got worse
as he got
older. In
middle

school,
Elliot suffered from head con
vulsions and began to curse.
Elliot said although stereo
typical ly people with Tourette’s
say bad words, less than 10
percent actually do.
Unfortunately, the less than
10 percent includes Elliot, who
says curse words, body parts,
racial slurs and other offensive
language - and a few came out
during the presentation.
“Not only do I say things I
cannot control, these are things
that I do not feel on the inside,”
he said.
Elliot said he does not tell
stories about his life to gener
ate pity. The people in his story
let ignorance dictate action,
and the summation of the sto
ries led him to his key point,
he said.
“Recognize that you make
assumptions about people that
are different than you,” he
said.
lakerlife @ lanthorn jcom

Amanda worked with Dr Janet Vail in the
AWRI Outreach and Education Program.
She taught K-12 classes and developed
activities for the AWRI
classroom programs
7 feel very proud to have been a put ofAWRTt outstanding
education and outreach team Working at AWRI provided
me with the opportunity to work with profetuanalt, commu
nity members, and ttudeota at well at develop skills and
gam science education experience that hat proven to be
most valuable at I move forward m my studies
and career at an educator ”

The Robert B. Annis Water Resources Institute at Grand
Valley State University is committed to the study of freshwater
resources, with a special emphasis on Michigan and the Great
Lakes basin. Located in Muskegon, Michigan, the Institute’s
mission is centered around three main programmatic areas:
♦ Research
♦ Education and outreach
♦ Information services

Applications are currently being accepted for
Sommer20| I Internships. Visit.
w ww.gvsu.edu/wri/
and click on Undergraduate/Funding Opportunities.
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