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Students to protest broken
Promise at State of State
GVSU to join at least 9 other Michigan colleges in Lansing protest
By Lauren Fitch
GVL Managing Editor

As Michigan Gov. Jennifer
Granholm delivers her final State of
the State address on Feb. 3, students
from universities across the state will
also give an update on the “state of the
students,” specifically their disapproval
of the elimination of the Michigan
Promise Scholarship.
Granholm’s original 2010 budget
proposal included the $140 million
needed to fund the Michigan Promise
Scholarship.
However, due to the $1.4 billion
state deficit, the State House and
Senate approved the elimination of
the scholarship to balance the budget.
Granholm signed the revised budget
into law in October.
Now in the second semester since
the loss of the Michigan Promise
Scholarship and reduction of the Merit
Grant, college students across the suite
w ill come together to protest the broken
promise.
“The government doesn’t think the

youth will do anything about (the loss
of the scholarship),” said Greg Hatt,
former Grand Valley State University
student and one of the organizers of the
local efforts for the protest. “The youth
has the power; we just haven’t been
using it.”
GVSU will join Central Michigan
University and at least nine other
Michigan colleges to congregate at the
State of the State address and express
to their government represenuitives the
importance of the scholarship and their
dissatisfaction with its elimination.
On Nov. 16, 2009, Granholm sent
letters to the 96,(XX) students who lost
the Promise Scholarship, asking them
to share their views with Senators and
Representatives in hopes of getting the
fund reinstated.
“I have heard from many young
people in our suite who are justifiably
angry about this broken promise,”
Granholm wrote. “I have spoken
loudly and clearly about the need for
the Michigan Promise Scholarship, but
my voice alone cannot bring it back to
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life.”
Though there is no outline of what
the governor will discuss in her final
Suite of the Suite address, her recent
radio broadcasts have focused on
the need to "diversify the Michigan
economy, educate and train our citizens
for 21st century jobs and protect
people during this time of economic
transition.”
Most of Granholm’s recent
education reforms have been focused
on the No Worker Left Behind program
and improving K-12 education to
meet President Barack Obama’s
requirements for the Race to the Top
education stimulus plan.
However, students at GVSU, the
college hit the hardest by theelimination
of the Promise Scholarship, still want
answers for the lack of government
follow-through on the expected funds.
"'Hie government is lying to the
people it’s supposed to be representing,”
Hatt said. “Even students who weren't
affected should rally to support their
fellow students who are struggling.”
Psychology
professor
Eaaron
Henderson-King said he supports the
students’ main goal but thinks their
efforts are misdirected.
“1 have serious reservations about
supporting the protest,” HendersonKing said. "I support the idea of the
protest in getting people to think about
the issue and keep it in the headlines
... but the purpose is off the mark in
blaming Granholm.”
Henderson-King stressed the Senate
and House actually made the decision
and suggested the students should put
pressure on them. He said criticizing
Granholm will not get the students
what they ultimately want — their
scholarship reinstated.
“In my eyes, the students at Grand
Valley are incredibly apathetic to this
issue,” Henderson-King said. “They
need to actually do something and
show a little interest ... Will the protest
be effective? In terms of actually getting
the Michigan Promise Scholarship
back, no. But it will get people thinking
about the issue. We need to look at who
took it away and deal with them first.”
GVSU organizers of the protest
started a Facebook group, “GVSU
Students & Supporters Protest Broken
Promise @ State of the State,” for
more information about the event and
carpooling to the event in Lansing.
The State of the State address
will take place at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 3 in
Lansing, Mich.
numaf>inf>editor@ Ianthorn rom

Student organizers behind the protest use fliers to increase awareness of event.
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In Michigan marriage is defined as between "one man and one woman."

State legislator fights
to overturn same-sex
marriage ban
didn’t
say,
‘Treat others
how you’d like
As gay marriage advocates
to be treated,
suffer setbacks across the
unless
they
country, one Michigan legislator
are
gay
or
has
attempted
to
reverse
lesbian.’”
Michigan’s 2004 constitutional
According
ban on same-sex marriage.
to the Human
House Speaker Pro Tempore
Rights
Pam
Byrnes,
D-Lyndon Campaign Byrnes
Township, announced
plans Foundation’s
in
November to introduce annual report, more pro-LGBT
legislature that would overturn
legislation was passed in 2009
the ban, which was approved by
than in 2008 and 2007 combined.
59 percent of voters six years The HRC plans to focus on
ago. She cited the victory in
marriage equality fights in
Kalamazoo, which expanded
Hawaii, Illinois, New Mexico
their anti-discrimination laws to
and Rhode Island in 2010.
increase protections for sexual
The younger,more progressive
orientation and gender identity
voters who have supported
in November, as a sign that increasing LGBT legislation
Michigan attitudes toward gay
in recent years will be the key
rights are changing.
to success in overturning the
“This really boils down
Michigan marriage
to treating
all
ban,
Byrnes said.
“... the Golden Rule
people
with
However,
the dignity and
didn't say, 'Treat
before voters can
respect everyone
decide on the issue
others
how
you'd
deserves,” Byrnes
this
November,
like to be treated,
said. “So many
Byrnes’ bill has
of us were raised
unless they are gay
to be approved
to treat others
by a two-thirds
or lesbian.
how we’d like
majority in both
PAM
BYRNES
to be treated the
DemocratMICHIGAN HOUSE
it’s about time
controlled
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
we start actually
House and the
doing that. Last
time I checked, the Golden Rule
See Gay Marriage, A2
By Samantha Butcher
GVL Staff Writer

Renovation cancellation sparks criticism ol*‘failing’ living center
By Katie Bludworth
GVL Staff Writer

The list of complaints include
mold on the ceiling, broken
windows, ceilings too short for
the average person to stand at his
or her full height and — perhaps
worst of all for today’s college
student— no Internet.
For years. Grand Valley State
University students have been
overheard listing these complaints
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about the Ravines Living Center,
creating a stigma for those who
opt for the inexpensive campus
living center.
Many students choose to live in
Ravines because of its convenient
location and lower housing rates.
“The apartments are located in
a good part of the campus, right
by the gym.” said Tyler Hamilton,
a former Ravines resident. “It’s a
positive.”
But from Facebook groups
devoted to gathering together
dissatisfied residents to rumors
passed around campus about
simply tearing down Ravines
and remodeling, there has often
been talk of how to make these
conveniently-located apartments
better.
Chris Roe, a recent GVSU
alumnus, created the Facebook
group “Students for Better Ravines
Apartments” to draw attention the
complex’s problems.
“It is unacceptable to provide
housing such as the Ravines,
when they showcase the rest of
the campus as a shining star,”
Roe said “There is a great divide
between housing like the Ravines
and the next cheapest option for

housing, and it is unacceptable
for a quality community like
Grand Valley to not address a
living center that, quite frankly,
is failing in comparison. I believe
that Grand Valley should strongly
consider rebuilding a new housing

center, or a completely overhaul to
the Ravines, that at the very least,
would bring them up to the same
standards that Grand Valley holds
the other living centers to.”
The group, which consists of
more than 50 members, appeared

to have some positive effect, as
some renovations were made to
the complex following the initial
creation of “Students for Better
Ravines Apartments” in 2006.
See Ravines, A2

GVL / Eric Coulter
The Ravines apartments, GVSU’s oldest living area, were built in 1973, and have required great renovation in recent years
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Ravines
continued from page A1

Afterward, Roe also
served as a student member
of
an
administration
planning
committee
aimed at creating the next
step of renovations to
the apartment complex.
Although planning had
been well underway to add
additional improvements,
the project was recently
dropped.
Andy
Beachnau,
director of housing, said
the stigma associated with
Ravines stemmed from
their age and construction
design.
“The positives of the
Ravines are the location and

they are affordable, while
some negatives are the age
and the maintenance of the
facilities,” Beachnau said.
He did not share any
information about renewing
plans for improvement.
“1 haven't heard any
news about a new building,”
Hamilton, who now works
as a member of the Ravines
front desk personnel, said.
“The Ravines have been
recently updated, within
the last three years or so.
The insides have been re
done and the exterior has
been painted as well.”
While the apartments
have
been
remodeled,
some students still wonder
if the university has done
enough
to better the

living arrangements in
the Ravines, especially
as newer, more high-tech
living centers are being
built across campus.
“I guess it's kind of
weird that we’re getting,
these new, state-of-theart buildings and yet the
Ravines are still probably
the worst place to live on
campus,” said freshman
Brian Savalle.
While
Savalle
has
never lived in the Ravines
himself, he said word-ofmouth has kept him from
everchoosing to live within
the apartment complex.
Instead,
he
selected
another on-campus option.
Laker Village.
kbludworth@lanthorn .com
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Gay Marriage
continued from page A1

Republican-controlled
Senate.
Some
state
politicians have suggested
the November 2010 election
could hold sway over how
members of both legislative
houses vote.
Control of
the House and Senate
could be up for grabs in
the election, making some
representatives who are
up for re-election wary of
supporting the controversial
legislation.
Byrnes is vying for the
18th district Senate seat in
November, which represents
parts of Ann Arbor and
surrounding
Washtenaw
County
communities,
and has a more liberal
constituency
than
her
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current district.
“Residents of Washtenaw
County need a state senator
who will bring a progressive
social message to Lansing,”
she said.
Michigan is one of
31 states that have voted
against
legalizing
gay
marriage.
Currently,
New
Hampshire,
Iowa,
Connecticut, Massachusetts
and Vermont grant samesex marriages, and the
District of Columbia will
begin performing samesex marriages as soon as
February.
Overall, 15 states grant
some protections to samesex couples. Twenty-nine
states have constitutional
amendments
restricting
marriage to one man and
one woman.
According to Michigan’s
Marriage
Protection
Amendment:
“Only
marriage between one man
and one woman shall be
recognized as valid in this
state. No other relationship
shall be recognized as
a marriage or its legal
equivalent by the state, its
political subdivisions, or
educational
institutions
under Article VII,regardless
of whether such relationship
is recognized by the laws of
any jurisdiction outside of
this state.”
In addition tooverturning
the constitutional ban on
same-sex marriage, Byrnes’
bill also allows Michigan
to
recognize
samesex marriages and civil
unions performed in other
states and allows clergy
to refuse to marry any
couple, regardless of sexual
orientation.
Before the bill makes
it to the floor for debates,
it has to receive sufficient
support at a House Judiciary
Committee, which has yet
to occur. If the bill makes
it through the Committee
and both branches of the
state legislature, then it
will appear on the ballot
for voters to decide on the
issue.
Attempts to gauge voters’
feelings on the issue have
provided mixed results. A

2009 poll by the Glengariff
Group showed support for
gay marriage in Michigan
had almost doubled since
2004, with 46.5 percent of
respondents in support of
same-sex marriage and 63.7
percent in support of civil
unions.
However,
a
poll
performed
by
Ingham
County
Commissioner
Mark Grebner, which asked
residents to fill out a mock
ballot, showed 50 percent
of Democrats, 60 percent of
Independents and 90 percent
of
Republicans
would
vote against a measure to
overturn the gay marriage
ban.
Supporters of Byrnes’
proposal havealsoexpressed
doubts as to whether the
bill has the potential to
succeed.
Colette Seguin-Beighley,'
assistant director of Grand
Valley State University’s
LG BT Resource Center, said
she does not believe there is
a chance for the marriage
equality bill to pass with a
two-thirds majority on ah
election year.
“It makes me very sad
that a state losing droves
of people because of our
economy would not do
everything possible to be
welcoming to a diverse
workforce,” Beighley said.
She
added
marriage
equality is only one area in
which the LGBTcommunity
feels underrepresented.
“This
is
Michigan
— where you can still
lose your job or housing
for being lesbian, gay,
bisexual or transgender,”
she said. “Our ElliottLarsen Civil Rights Act
does not offer protections
based on sexual orientation
and gender identity or
expression. Michigan needs
to enact basic human rights
protections for the LGBT
community.”
Gary Glenn, president
of the American Family
Association of Michigan
and coauthorof the Marriage
Protection
Amendment,
described the bill as “dead
on arrival.”
sbutcher@ lanthorn .com
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Michigan is one of 31 states to vote against legalizing gay
marriage. Until the legislature passes the bill, voters will not see it.
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it was mistakenly reported the
men's basketball team would play
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the University of Findlay today The
team does not play Findlay until
Feb 4 A photograph of the group
Groove was also mistakenly creditec
as Euphoria and a photograph
of Auschwitz survivor Frieda
Tenenbaum was mistakenly creditec
as Tova Friedman

NEWS

Chelsea Lane, News Editor
news@lanthorn.com

_ GVL DIGEST

Grand Valley Lanthorn
Thursday, January 28, 2010

/V

-C

L rn.ll

Ball features 'evening of crystal elegance'

News in Brief
Lecture examines Muslim
elections

TTie Middle Eastern
studies department will
sponsor the free, open to
the public event, “Muslim
Elect Officials in Western
Parliaments: Risks and
Opportunities,” on Feb. 8.
Tlie event features a
lecture by Abdulkader H.
Sinno, assistant professor of
political science & Middle
Eastern studies at Indiana
University, and begins at 1
pjn. in the Kirkhof Center’s
Pere Marquette Room
2204. For more information
contact Majd Al-Mallah of
the Area Studies Center
at (616) 331-3634 or
almallam@gvsu.edu.
Winter 2010 Volunteer and
Internship Fair

Today Grand Valley
State University will host
the Volunteer and Internship
Fair from 11 am. to 2 pm.
in the Henry Hall Atrium.
Students, start and faculty
need not register for this
event.
West Michigan Nonprofit
Book Club Discussion

On Friday from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m„ Ruth
Stegman, of the Disability
Network/Lakeshore, will
head a discussion on the
txxrk by Steve Zaftaron and
Dave Logan, “The Three
Laws of Performance:
Rewriting the Future of
Your Organization and
Your Life.”
The book club is located
at GVSU’s Pew Campus in
room 235 in the Johnson
Center Conference Room.
Those
participating
should bring a brown bag
lunch; refreshments and
desserts will be provided.
Questions or concerns can
be directed to Aimee Sterk
at aimee@prosynergy.org.
Last Laker Standing
Auditions

Today is the last day'
to audition for GVSU’s
cam pus-wide
comedy
competition Last leaker
Standing.
Ten finalists will be
chosen to perform a short
stand-up act in front of a
panel of three judges and
fellow students, who will
then vote to secure the
places of the top five.
The top five contestants
will perform two weeks
later for the top three prizes
totaling almost $1.000.
Preliminary auditions
will fte held from 7 p.m. to
9 p.m. in Kirkhof Center
room 220. For questions
or to sign up for auditions
e-mail comedygv@gmail.
com.
Don't Drink and Drive,
Keep Mario Alive

Join G.A.M.M.A. in
playing Mario Kart with
a special emphasis on
drunk driving. ACES will
provide “drunk vision”
goggles. The games will be
held tomorrow night in the
Kirkhof Lounge at 9 p.m.
For questions or concerns,
contact Martin Rivera at
g.a.m.m.a.gvsu@gmail.
com.

Ice sculptures,
chandeliers serve
as decor of 24 th
Presidents ’Pall
By Nadira Kharmai
GVL Staff Writer

Every year around this
time students begin to
anticipate and plan for the
university’s largest formal
event — President’s Ball.
Past Presidents’ Balls have
almost always sold out and
this year event organizers
expect all four ballrooms
at DeVos Place to again be
packed to capacity.
The 24th annual dinner and
dance is themed “An Evening
of Crystal Elegance.”
For the night of Feb. 5,
students
can
experience
“classic ambiance.”
“We’ve stepped it up
on the decorations,” said
Lauren Levy, vice president
of Student Senate’s public
relations committee.
Ice
sculptures
and
chandeliers will be part of the
evening’s setup. The night
will also include traditions
such as the shutter photo
booth, and the cappuccino
stand for those who want
to
enjoy
non-alcoholic
beverages.
Levy encouraged students
to come celebrate Grand
Valley State University and
spend time with friends.
“Students should come
because it is a great way to be
with friends whilecelebrating

what Grand Valley has to
offer in our 49th year as an
established university,” Levy
said.
Smooth
Groove
Entertainment, who won
last year’s “Grand Valley’s
Got Talent” compeition, will
begin the dance at 8:30 p.m.
The night will also
include GVSU alumnus DJ
Mark Witz, who Levy said
committed to follow the
song request list made by
students in the Presidents’
Ball 2010 An Evening of
Crystal Elegance group on
Facebook.
Entertainment goes
a
step further this year with
a performance by the co
ed GVSU a capella group
Euphoria.
The past two years,
President Thomas J. Haas
and other staff joined in
the entertainment, but this
year organizers did not say
whether or not a surprise was
in the works.
“President Haas might
have something up his
sleeve but you’ll just have
to come to the dance to see
what happens,” said LeaAnn
Tibbe, assistant director of
Student Life.
While
this
year’s
Presidents’ Ball will again
include previous policies such
as wrist bands for students 21
and older, the event will also
implement changes in hopes
of a “smoother night,” Tibbe
said.
In the past there were
long lines and an overflow of
people crowding the entrance

GVL Archive
Traditionally a popular event, the Presidents' Ball theme this year is "An Evening of Crystal Elegance."

of DeVos Place, but this year
students can look forward to
a faster entrance.
“Students will see shorter
lines because of added points
of entry,” T ibbe said.
This year, tickets will not
be sold at the door, which
will also help with the flow
of students coming into the
dance.
As the evening closes
at II p.m., organizers will
give guests colored tickets
to assigned busses for those
who need to commute back to

chicken, beef and vegetarian
dishes.
The dance will start at
8:30 p.m. Limited tickets
will be available for presale
only at the 20/20 desk in the
Kirkhof Center.
The price for the dinner
and program is $30 and the
price for just the dance is
$10.

Buses will run throughout
the night with stops at
Kirkhof Center, Mackinac
Hall and DeVos Place.
nkharmai@ lanthorn .com

Faculty raise $40,000 for students,
university matches contributions
By Nadira Kharmai
GVL Staff Writer

In almost every news
report, we are reminded daily
of the poor economy. Grand
Valley
State
University
created the Student Support
Fund to combat the financial
struggles of its students.
Last
August,
faculty
and
staff received
an
appeal asking to consider
a special voluntary gift to
help students in' financial
crisis. The letter also stated
the university’s promise to
match contributions dollar
for dollar.
To date, faculty and
staff have raised more than
$40,000 to help 55 students
who meet the criteria for
financial need.
“President
(Thomas
J.) Haas said he’d match
some funds which will put
us over $90,000,” said Ed
Kerestly, GVSU’s director
of Financial Aid. Most of
the internal contributions
have been raised by payroll
deductions.
The idea for the Student
Support Fund originated
from Haas this summer.
The Financial Aid Office,
University Development and
Haas’ senior management
team power the fund.
“We really wanted to
create something here that
would be helpful for students
in extreme situations,” Haas
said.
Professor Todd Harcek

is among the 85 faculty and on the availability of funds
staff who contributed to the and knowledge of students
experiencing unusual or
Student Support Fund.
“We were all struggling extreme challenges from the
students at one point in our current economic crisis.
“The application process
lives,” Harcek said.
The
political
science to get these funds is really
professor said as he reflected students just communicating
on Michigan’s economic their dire situation to us,”
decline, he not only wanted Kerestly said.
University Administration
to contribute financially
but also help save students’ expects the aid awards to
continue
budgets
into the next
by making
“We were all
academic
course
struggling students
year.
readings
at one point in our
“The need
available
is
always
online
or
lives.”
there whether
via
course
economic
reserve at the
situation
university’s
TODD HARCEK
improves,”
library.
GVSU PROFESSOR
Kerestly said.
“We
It
is
(professors)
if GVSU will
know students are hurting and uncertain
to match the
our goal is to keep students continue
gifts.
This
in school and educate them,” monetary
spring,
theUniversity
Harcek said.
Harcek
commended Administration will assess
GVSU for being "proactive” the impact of the program
in its efforts to help students and determine whether to
continue matching for a
financially.
“We (professors) aren't second year.
Students who want to
only educators who want
to teach but we also want apply for the Student Support
to make sure students’ fund can find out more about
educational needs are met,” the process in the Financial
he said. “There is genuine Aid Office.
concern for the students
The fund is part of
out there who are at risk of a holistic financial aid
dropping out because of their campaign, which includes
financial situation.”
other initiatives to raise
The Financial Aid Office money for the
library
determines the recipients of and
various
academic
the Student Support Fund departments.
and awards money based
nkharmai@ lanthorn .com

Leadership Summit Open
for Student Registration

On Feb. 13, GVSU
will host the leadership
Summit Conference, a
professional
conference
designed
to
foster
leadership development for
undergraduate students.
The conference will
be held from 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. Rick Barnes will
be the keynote speaker,
accompanied by other
speakers intended to foster
leadership development at
the conference.
The event is open
to students and faculty
from all campuses and
communities. Admission
for non-GVSU sUidents
is $30 and admissiw for
GVSU students is $15.
Students must register
online by Friday.

the Allendale Campus. Tibbe
said .she believes the new
method “should alleviate the
crazy rush to get out.”
Additional security at
the dance will be provided
by the Grand Rapids Police
Department. .
“We haven’t had major
issues, but we expect the
night to be packed and sold
out so the extra security is
just a precaution,” Tibbe
said.
The dinner will start at
6:30 p.m. with options of

GVL Archive
The Financial Aid Office determines the recipients of the Student Support Fund each year
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The proposed gas tax would raise funds for road construction.

Lawmakers propose
raising fuel tax to
repair state's roads
By Tim Martin
Associated Press Writer

LANSING, Mich. (AP)
— Two state lawmakers on
Tuesday proposed higher
taxes on gasoline and diesel
fuel to raise money for
Michigan’s road system.
The bills are the latest
attempt to raise more road
money and prevent Michigan
from losing federal matching
money for road construction
because the state doesn’t
spend enough of its own
money on projects.
The bills would raise the
state’s 19-cent per gallon gas
tax to 23 cents this year and to
27 cents in 2013. Michigan’s
15-cent per gallon diesel tax
would increase to 21 cents this
year and 27 cents in 2013.
It’s estimated the measures
would raise an additional $480
million a year in state revenue
once fully implemented. The
additional money would be
put into a fund exclusively
for roads and transportation
projects with the state,
counties and some local
governments getting shares.
Recipients would have to
report how the money was
spent.
Most lawmakers agree
Michigan’s
roads
and
bridges need more attention,
particularly as potholes pop up
in winter and some counties
opt to tum previously paved
roads back to gravel because

they’re running short on
money. But proposals to raise
significantly more money for
Michigan roads have fizzled
in recent years in large part
because of opposition to tax
increases.
Matt
Marsden,
a
spokesman for Republican
Senate
Majority
Leader
Mike Bishop, said he expects
Republican lawmakers will
remain skeptical of proposals
to fix roads with higher taxes.
But lawmakers backing
the new bills say Michigan
residents clearly want better
roads, and they worry the
state’s crumbling highways
will drive away tourists and
slow economic development.
“We really need “to do
something
right
now,”
said Rep. Richard Ball,
R-I^aingsburg and a sponsor
of the bipartisan legislation.
“This would provide some
money at all levels for
some road repairs that are
desperately needed.”
The Democratic sponsor
of the House legislation is
Rep. Pam Byrnes of Lyndon
Township
in
Washtenaw
County.
“This is a matter of doing
what’s fight for Michigan
drivers,
businesses
and
taxpayers,” Mike Nystrom of
the Michigan Infrastructure
and
Transportation
Association
said
in
a
statement.
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EDITORIAL

Promise protest
While the initiative is encouraging, the demands driving
the planned student protest at the governor’s State of
the State Address require logic and research so as not
to seem simply the furious cries of schoolchildren.
As the time for Gov. Jennifer Granholm’s State of the State Address
approaches, college students across Michigan prepare to travel to the Capitol to
protest the elimination of the Michigan Promise.
In October, Granholm signed into law a bill effectively killing the Promise,
which at the time of its demise was providing scholarship money to more than
96,000 Michigan students.
Although some felt this loss acutely, few were forced to forego their college
education.
This is not to say the Michigan legislature was justified in its elimination
of the scholarship from the state budget, but to remind outraged students this
decision dealt far fewer people a much weaker blow than those suffered by
other members of the populace.
The aim of this editorial is not to belittle the importance of the Michigan
Promise, but rather to remind students they are not the only victims of the
state’s depressing economy.
Those who travel to Lansing on Feb. 3 will not be alone in their protest.
Dozens of other groups will also be present, clamoring for Granholm and the
state government to assuage their grievances.
Moratorium Now! Coalition to Stop Foreclosures, Evictions and Utility
Shutoffs will be one of these groups.
Moratorium Now! plans to rally for Granholm to declare a state of
emergency and a moratorium on foreclosures, evictions and utility shutoffs
in Michigan. Its members will also request President Barack Obama declare
Michigan a Disaster Area and fund a public works program While the second
demand may border on extreme, the first is a manageable request that should
and most likely will, take precedence over return of the Promise.
What will students do upon their arrival to Lansing? Waive signs around
and shout slogans demanding the return of a few hundred dollars while their
neighbors beg to keep their homes and maintain a basic standard of living?
If students are intent upon this protest, they will not rely on mob mentality
alone to sway members of the state legislature to act in their favor. They will
have a plan.
If students take anything from their oft-praised liberal education, it must be
the ability to engage any and every situation with critical thought.
Members of the Michigan legislature have told us time and again there is no
room in the budget for the Promise. Granholm begged to differ during her callto-action tour of Michigan’s public universities.
Students can rally around the Capitol in the thousands, but unless their
demands include a feasible plan of action, the issue will remain at a stalemate.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR----------------------------------

All stereotypes warrant taking offense
In reference to the previous article on
a “positive stereotype,” offense should
be taken to a stereotype (“positive” or
“negative”) because stereotypes make
you out to be something that you are not;
whether that expectation is a perceived
“positive” or “negative” is irrelevant.
A stereotype is an assumption
about who you are based upon your
race, sex, gender, orientation, ethnicity,
age, ability/disability, nation of origin,
socioeconomic status, etc. Regardless
of whatever it may be, it is still an
assumption that you are precisely like
everybody else who is a member of the
same demographic. Not only is it an
assumption and expectation about who
you are and what you represent, it is a

label. It is an expectation to embody just
that demographic, stripping away your
individuality. A "positive” stereotype
is, therefore, just as detrimental as a
“negative.”
If the majority is stereotyped as
educated and rich, what stereotype
does that leave for the minority? The
only assumption, the only “positive”
stereotype, should be that we are unique.
We are individuals who belong to,
and are not defined by or limited to,
many demographics. Acceptance of an
assumption only leads to ignorance; a
stereotype is a stereotype.
Jeremy J. Koepf
GVSU student
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YOUR INSIGHTS

What do you consider inappropriate PDA?

Making out...
touching too much
... 1 think it's OK to
show that you love
someone, but some
things need to be
saved for behind
closed doors.

Anything you
wouldn't do in
front of your
parents, you
shouldn't do
in public, like
anything after
second base.

1 don't know ... 1
actually don't see
a lot on campus.
1 would say
making out; it's
not necessary on
campus.

Groping is
definitely a
no. Basically,
anything more
than just kisses is
inappropriate, 1
would suppose.

I'd say making
out in public.
Just a peck is
fine or hugging.
Making out is
not something
everyone wants to
see.

Kirby Jarzeboski
Alumna in
accelerated nursing
program
Nursing
Kalamazoo, Mich.

Miles Cowles
Senior
Mathematics
Fremont, Mich.

Amy Charewicz
Sophomore
Athletic Training
Des Plaines, III.

Matt Lamour
Sophomore
Athletic Training
Monroe, Mich.

Jolynn Zirnhelt
Sophomore
Psychology
Goodrich, Mich.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR cont.

Personality, interests exist beyond appearance
Two weeks ago, I
was asked the question,
“How have you been
stereotyped?” for the
“Your Insights” section
of the Lanthorn. I
replied, “I always get
people that think I’m
really good at math.
Honestly, I’m not bad,
but they shouldn’t
assume that.” Even
though 1 am biracial and
grew up with American
culture, I am susceptible
to false assumptions that
I excel at math because
of my Asian-ness. The
author of Monday’s
student editorial, titled
“Misguided compliment
or positive stereotype?”
responded to my
comment and raised an
interesting question: Is

there such a thing as a
positive stereotype and
should we complain
about them?
I can see why being
called “good at math”
may not seem offensive.
Why complain because
someone thinks you’re
smart? Well, this is
problematic for many
reasons. For starters,
not all Asians are good
at math. Are people
who don’t live up to a
“positive” stereotype
supposed to feel bad if
they aren’t in touch with
an imaginary inherent
gift?
It is not logical to
judge someone’s mental
capabilities, behaviors,
or personalities based on
their physical features.

If we can justify making
a “silly correlation” for
a positive stereotype
of a group of people,
then why not make
an illogical relation to
associate something
negative with other racial
minorities? Stereotypes
in general encourage
close-mindedness and
misunderstanding, key
weapons of racism and
other -isms.
Asking if someone
is good at math because
they look Asian is a real
racial comment because
an assumption is being
made based on the
person’s race, and it isn’t
a compliment to say that
an individual must be
good at certain activities
just because she has

the physical traits of a
particular racial or ethnic
group.
I understand that
people may not have
harmful intentions when
they use this stereotype
on me, but I get tired of
people assuming that I
must be a math major
or a genius just because
I have Asian features.
Math is not significant
to who I am. I’m a
liberal studies major.
I’m passionate about
feminism. I enjoy a good
debate now and then.
Would you know this
just from glancing at my
almond eyes or yellow
skin?
Jennifer Spiller
GVSU junior
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Valley Vote
Should the Rapid route expand
west through Allendale?

Yes: 71.43%

No: 28.57%

This week’s question:

Vote online at

Will Michigan's ban on gay
marriage be reversed?

Lanthorn.com

GVL OPINION POLICY The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
I .anthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley I .anthorn.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn welcomes
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
Letters must include the author’s name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person,
l etters will be checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley I .anthorn
letters appear as space permits each

Religious rifts negate future for Jim, Jane

issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and oolumns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley lanthorn will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
pnnt as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The
content,
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

There are two
arguments I tend to
avoid, and some may
view it as immature,
but I find it to be a
losing battle no matter
your stance.
I’m sure you can see
where I’m going with
this, but politics and
religion are two topics
about which 1 never
have and never plan
on getting in heated
discussions.
Before you rush to
judgment, I grew up
in a Catholic family,
attended mass every
single Sunday until
I left for college and
attended Catholic
schools for 10 years.
Many times in my
early years of young
adulthood I have
either engaged in. or
been present during,
“conversations”
regarding difference
in opinions on religion
and politics.
Neither side can
win.
Some people
understand this and
take the “agree-to-

l

disagree” mentality and
want to converse with
their classmate, friend
or a random person at a
party when everybody
else is playing card
games— while you
find it necessary to
start telling them what
they have believed
for their entire life is
wrong.
Save your breath.
There is a reason they
believe what they
believe - because they
either chose to believe
it to be true or because
that is what they grew
up believing (and
obviously everyone
around them - family,
friends - turned out
fine).
My main motivation
for writing this in the
first place is based on
a close friend’s recent
situation.
Enter “Jim and
Jane.” Both tell each
other daily how much
they love one another.
They talk to each other
on the phone for hours
each day. And both
even work at the same
place.
However, Jane’s
family is devoted to
its religion, attending
church twice every
Sunday - the whole
shebang. Jim, on the

other hand, believes
in the same man as
Jane does but isn’t an
active member of any
particular church or
specific religion.
This causes a rift
in Jim and Jane’s
relationship. Jane’s
father tells Jim unless
he attends church
twice on Sunday and
takes classes for a
year, then he can’t be
around his daughter.
This obviously upsets
Jim, and after thinking
it over and conversing
with family and
friends, Jim decides
to give it a try for the
sake of his and Jane’s
future.
The next Sunday
arrives and Jim walks
into the church. But
not with Jane’s family,
mind you, because
Jane’s father tells Jim
he must do it on his
own, and he can’t sit
next to Jane until he
is a “legit” member of
their religion.
Like salt on the
wound.
Jim was still willing
to give it a try, though
he did doubt religion
was even the issue
at all. after hearing
Jane’s father’s strict
requirements.
But after sitting

through a two-hour
service, it was obvious
Jim and Jane would not
work as long as Jane
was going to obey her
father’s (and family’s)
wishes.
Almost as if the
sermon was tailored
specifically for Jim
athat Sunday, the
pastor explained
how they are not to
associate with other
religions and how all
those “Jims” out there
aren’t “Godly” enough
to be friends with even if they work for
the same man upstairs
and believed in the
same man who walked
Earth.
How “God-like” is
that?
It’s laughable
how hypocritical and
prejudiced some people
are toward people of
“different” beliefs despite the fact they
believe most of the
same things.
It’s the label that
counts apparently. And
for Jim and Jane, that
label is what ultimately
has ended any potential
growth of love. Exactly
how God wants it to
be, right?
Now, how about
some politics?
mku:xrwa (® lanthorn com
♦ ♦ ♦
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Character Close-Up: Sociology Professor Cheryl Boudreaux

Professor uses anecdotal teaching to
explore real issues affecting society
“I had grown up with separate
.
water
fountains for blacks and
GVL Staff Writer
whites,” Boudreaux said. “The class
Though her mother’s high school gave me perspective on issues 1 was
diploma represented the highest curious about and familiar with. It
education anyone in her family had was an easy fit.”
achieved,Cheryl Boudreaux knew the
Upon graduating, Boudreaux
value of learning as a young student. hitched a ride with friends to Boston.
Now an assistant sociology professor She arrived in time to experience
at Grand Valley State University, the city’s busing crises, a time she
Boudreaux still recognizes that value. remembers vividly.
“I was the first person in my family
“I remember riding the bus across
to even think about going to college,” the city and having rocks thrown at
Boudreaux said. “It wasn’t a part of it,” Boudreaux said.
my world before then.”
To support herself, Boudreaux took
After her mother passed away when a job at the Boston Public Library. It
she was a child, Boudreaux moved to was there she started reading more
Texas to live with her grandmother about sociology, in particular the
briefly before running away - back to works of Kurt Wolff, whom she called
Mississippi - with her brother.
an inspiration.
She .stayed there with her aunt
Wanting to return to school for her
in a segregated town, where she master’s degree, Boudreaux applied
experienced the integration of schools to the first one she found in the phone
firsthand.
b<x)k - Boston College - where she
“During integration they closed the was admitted with a fellowship.
black school,” Boudreaux said. “You
As a teacher’s assistant, Boudreaux
could either go to the white school got her first opportunity to teach when
or not go to school at
her professor took
all.”
maternity leave.
“I remember riding
Constantly
“It was hard, it
the bus across the
harassed
while
was stressful and it
city (of Boston)
attending the school,
was a lot of work
Boudreaux
moved,
keeping track of the
and having rocks
at
the
suggestion
students, but it was
thrown at it.”
of her uncle, to San
also the most fun I can
CHERYL BOUDREAUX
Francisco to attend
remember having,”
GVSU ASSISTANT
a more culturallyshe said. "That’s
PROFESSOR
diverse school.
how I decided what
She said the change
1 wanted to do. It felt
of environment helped as she began right for me to be there doing that.”
actively participating in classes and
It was also during this time
clubs.
Boudreaux encountered the concept
“I really started to blossom there of “participant observation.”
where I hadn’t before,” she said. “My
“The idea is to immerse one’s self
focus was education.”
in a certain environment and really
Boudreaux started her collegiate understand it from the inside out,”
education at the University of Boudreaux said.
California San Diego, where she
Eager to apply the idea to her
enrolled in her first sociology class, surroundings, Boudreaux spent much
one that examined issues she had of her time interacting with the girls
experienced.
at a local institution while writing her
By Garrett Pelican

GVL / Luke Hotwagner
GVSU assistant sociology professor Cheryl Boudreaux uses stories from her own life to help students connect and learn.

thesis on “emotionally troubled girls
in an institutional setting.”
“1 hung out there in several
capacities,” she said. "I pretended to
be a counselor. I pretended to be a
lump on the wall. 1 did anything to
witness the different aspects of the
girls’ lives. And they got to know
me, and I watched how it was for the
girls to come of age, and do so in the
institution.”
After deciding to pursue her
doctorate, Boudreaux discovered
Wolff taught at nearby Brandeis
University. Once admitted there,
Boudreaux
studied
under
the
mentorship of Wolff, from whom
she adopted many of her teaching
methods.
“He expected students to come
to class fully prepared, having done
the reading and able to quote from
the text,” she said. “He dialogued
with students, asked questions and
promoted intense discussion with

students. So I like to do that and
immerse my students in the topic.”
Boudreaux’s colleague and GVSU
assistant professor Lisa Hickman said
students have praised Boudreaux for
this engaging method of teaching.
An avid storyteller, Boudreaux
said she also uses anecdotes to help
students learn.
“I tell not only stories from my life
but stories about people that 1 know,"
she said “It helps us connect, and it
helps us understand if vye can hear
about a real person and a real issue.”
Theri
McNeary,
a
student
Boudreaux
advises,
said
the
professor’s personal experiences are
what make Boudreaux such a valuable
resource.
“She knows a lot and she’s really
helpful with career and post-graduate
advice,” McNeary said.
Unfailingly modest, Boudreaux
said she owes her helpful nature
to her curiosity and background in

sociology.
“What we do as sociologists is
try to understand,” Boudreaux said.
“Understanding is something you
can’t necessarily make happen, but
you can prepare yourself for it talking about it and writing about it
- and then it clicks.”
Outside of teaching, Boudreaux
enjoys reading science fiction,
studying spirituality and photography.
A keen photographer, Boudreaux said
she studies how images depict social
change. .
“As a photographer. I’m always
looking at images and how they
change,” Boudreaux said. “I look at
how the images rellect changes in
society.”
gpelican @ lanthorn rom

See more:
Visit Lanthorn.com for

an article and video of
"Her Story."

GV welcomes first chapter of Latina sorority in Michigan
By Lauren Fitch
GVL Managing Editor

The
Hispanic-American
students who make up about 3
percent of Grand Valley State
University’s student body are
now better represented on
campus through the new chapter
of Sigma lambda Upsilon, a
Latina-based sorority.

The
first
chapter
in
Michigan and only the second
in the Midwest. Sigma Lambda
Upsilon was founded at GVSU
on Nov. 29,2009, and continues
to establish itself on campus
with currently seven members.
Sigma lambda Upsilon
has five main goals: academic
excellence, .
sisterhood,
leadership, community service
and cultural awareness.

GVL / Staff
Founders of Michigan's first chapter of Sigma Lambda Upsilon.

After already proving its
academic
excellence
with
the highest GPA in its Greek
Council,
Sigma
Lambda
Upsilon also remains dedicated
to increasing awareness of die
Hispanic culture on campus.
“We are trying to set the bar
very high for the programming
we
include,” said Delia
Fernandez, president of the
sorority. “We want a level
of professionalism to our
organization so we can break
down the stereotypes about
Uitinas and Greek organizations
in general.”
Some of the stereotypes
Fernandez said they wanted
to overcome include the
assumption Latina women in
their early 20s are not in college,
already have children and do
not pursue their own career. The
goal of the sorority is to show
people a different side.
“(Sigma lambda Upsilon)

@ Lxinthorn.com
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shows Grand Valley and the focus on how to help people
Midwest different aspects of succeed.”
Stark said he mainly lets the
Greek life,” Fernandez said.
“We bring more exposure to members of the ga>up plan all
the events and does whatever he
different cultures.”
Already, the group has hosted can to help publicize them and
several events on campus, offer advice when needed.
He
noted
including
a
success
recent
panel
“We want a level of the
of the panel
discussion,
professionalism to
discussion,
“Latinos and
our organization so
which
he
Race in the
mcxlerated,
as
U.S.”,
and
we can break down
evidence of the
participation in
the stereotypes
“embrace of the
a nationwide
community.”
about Latinas... ”
fundraiser for
The group's
Haiti.
DELIA FERNANDEZ
next event will
David Stark,
SIGMA LAMBDA UPSILON
be an informal
Sigma lambda
PRESIDENT
tea to give
Upsi Ion ’s
adviser, said he is pleased with people more information about
the sorority’s work so far and the sorority. It will take place
looks forward to continuing to at 1:30 p.m. on Feb. 6 in room
1142 of the Kirkhof Center.
work with them.
Though the sorority is
“This is a group of bright,
young, intelligent, articulate based in the Latina culture,
ladies," Stark said. “They it is not exclusively for

Hispanic members, everyone is
welcome.
“As long as people show a
genuine interest in our sorority
and what we stand for, we want
to expand,” said Ivett Lopez,
vice president of the group.
Lopez said the sorority’s
focus for the current semester
is to “put the name out there”
and set an example as the first
chapter of Sigma lambda
Upsilon in Michigan.
She said the administration
has been very supportive and
helpful in getting the new group
established on campus.
Fernandez agreed, saying
the Greek Life administration
had been nothing but helpful.
“We are excited to be here
on campus and to have received
so much support from other
Greek organizations and the
administration,”
Fernandez
said.
nuinaf>inf>editor@ lanthorn tom
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GVL DIGEST
Sports in Brief

Emanuel Johnson, Sports Editor
sports@lanthorn.com

Lakers host Tech in battle for GLIAC lead
scored (73.3 ppg) and points against
(60.1
ppg). Michigan Tech also has
GVL Sports Editor
the highest average scoring margin
The Grand Valley State University at +18.9 points while the Lakers sit
women’s basketbail team currently
second with +13.2 points.
sits tied for first place in the GLIAC
But none of that scares off
conference thanks in part to its sophomore guard Jasmine Padin.
current seven-game winning streak.
“Honestly, 1 feel that we match
Tonight, the Lakers (14-3, up very well with them,” she said.
11-1 GLIAC) will either take sole “Even though they are veterans,even
possession or no possession. The though they do have more experience,
team must face off with Michigan even though they’ve started the same
Tech University, the other GLIAC
starters for years first
place
and
this game is going to
this game is
nationally-ranked
come down to who
No. 4 team.
going to come
has the most heart.
Although
the
Experience can only
down
to
who
has
Lakers
and
the
get you so far.”
Huskies (16-1, 11-1
the most heart.
Although
she
GLIAC) each share
Experience can only
has yet to have the
the same conference
opportunity to play
get you so far.”
record,
Michigan
against the Huskies,
Tech is considered
JASMINE PADIN
freshman
forward
the favorite because
GVSU SOPHOMORE
Briauna Taylor said
of its seasoned squad
she looks forward
of veteran players.
to seeing how the
“They’ve started the same five Lakers measure up against one of the
kids for as long as I can remember,” top-tier teams in the nation.
said GVSU head coach Jane I Burgess.
“I’m expecting to see a pretty
“They play great help-side defense good team out there,” she said. “They
that makes you shoot contested shots, were ranked No. 1 in the nation
and when you look offensively, before, and even though they’re No.
they really don’t have a weak link. 4 now I still want to see what makes
They’re pretty balanced across the them so good.”
board, so we just have to come with
Should the Lakers emerge
our best defensive game that we can victorious, the team would take
and enjoy the competition.”
sole possession of first place in the
Each of Michigan Tech’s five conference as well as a possible
starters are seniors whereas the NCAA national rank.
Lakers have one senior active on
What it would not do is afford the
their roster.
team some leeway to coast into the
“We have to clean up some postseason, Padin said.
defensive things and make sure we
“If we win, that doesn’t mean
finish possessions on the offensive that we’ll let up,” she said. “A lot of
and defensive ends,” Burgess said. teams get to the top and figure that
“Tech is a very seasoned veteran they can coast from there on out, but
squad, and we’re obviously the polar in the GLIAC, anyone can win at
opposite. But I think our kids are anytime. A win against Tech would
very excited to play one of the best only show us how dominant we can
teams in the nation and definitely the be in this conference if we allow
best team in our conference.”
ourselves to.”
Statistically, the Huskies are the
Tip-off is set for 6 p.m. today in the
best team in the conference by far. Fieldhouse Arena. On Saturday, the
The team currently holds the highest Lakers will face Northern Michigan
scoring offense in the conference at University, the only team to have
76.5 ppg as well as the lowest total downed the Huskies this season.
points against at 57.6 ppg. GVSU
sports@ lanthorn .com
sits third in the GLIAC in both points
By Emanuel Johnson

GVSU Athletics to host
Thundering Thursdays
The Grand Valley State
University Athletics department
has announced a giveaway of
several prizes at each of the three
Thursday home basketball games
remaining in this year’s men’s and
women’s basketball season.
Dubbed
“Thundering
Thursdays,” the event kicks off at
tonight’s games against Michigan
Tech University with a giveaway
of a free semester’s worth of
books.
Prizes for future Thursdays
include a year’s worth of Hungry
Howie’s pizza and a Nintendo Wii
entertainment system.

Women's hockey team rides
four-game win streak
The GVSU women’s hockey
team took down Central Michigan
University in two games this past
weekend.
On Friday the Lakers won 14-1
and on Saturday they won 10-1.
Saturday’s game was the latest
in a four-game winning streak for
the Lakers.
The team has won seven of
its last 10 contests and will face
Western Michigan University this
weekend.

Schedule
Today

M. Basketball vs. Michigan
Tech, 8 p.m.
*
W. Basketball vs. Michigan
Tech, 6 p.m.
Friday

M7W. Track and Field GVSU
Open, 4 p.m.
Saturday

W. Swim and Dive vs.
Northern Michigan, 1 p.m.
Wrestling NCWA National
Duals, in Murfreesboro, Tenn.

GVL / Brian B. Sevald
GVSU freshman Britanny Taylor looks to get through the defense in a past game.

GVSU sprinters charge into shape
This is the first in a
series of articles on
the Laker track team
By Aaron Brandt
GVL Staff Writer

For the Grand Valley State
University indoor track team's
sprinters, this season has been more
of a marathon than a dash.
At this point in the year, the sprint
team is ready to burst out of its
training program and into the spring
similar to how it explodes out of the
starting blocks on race day.
“We’ve had a solid start to the
year and we are really tired right

Follow LanthornSports
on Twitter for up-tothe-minute coverage of
Laker games, players
and coaches

Check out "The Lakers
Sideline Report" on
Lanthorn.com where
Justin Hoff takes you
on and off the field
with your favorite GVSU

GVL / Andrew Mills
Marcus Vallar runs the men’s 60 meter dash during The Laker

athletes.

already seen positive results both on sickness always goes around,” he
said. “If any track team has a season
the men’s and women’s sides.
where no one gets
“Just in the first
“Once (the sprinters)
hurt or sick. I'd like
couple
weeks of
to see it.”
practice, we improved
back off and get
The
team
about two seconds
some quicker races
hopes to recover
faster than last year,”
in and some rest, we
before the GLIAC
said junior Kayla
Championships
Vallar. “This year we
will see big things
held at GVSU on
aren’t lifting as much,
out of them.”
which I think is good
Feb. 26 and 27,
JERRY BALTES
and
the
NCAA
because we will have
GVSU HEAD COACH
Championships on
fewer injuries and
stay healthy.”
March 26 and 27.
While the sprinters have not been
“I feel that we are pushing to
impervious to health issues this compete at the level I know we can
season, Baltes maintained injuries at the conference,” Rock said. “We
are trying to work as hard as we can
are all part of the game.
“You always have injuries, and to do our job at the meet because it
has been a rough last couple of years
for the men’s team.”
The struggles of the men’s team
have come partly as a result of poor
performances by the sprinters, Baltes
said.
“We haven’t scored a lot of points
in the dashes the last couple of years,”
he said. “Hurdlers have usually held
their own, but the 60 meter dash,
the 200 (meter) and the 400 (meter)
need to score a few more points and
get back on the winning side.”
Baltes also specified several
athletes
already
having solid
seasons.
“Of course (senior hurdler)
Candace Wheat has really picked
up where she left off last year, and
she’s ranked fourth in the country
right now,” Baltes said. “Sophomore
Serena Black has opened up the
year really strong in the 60 meter
dash and the 200 meter also. On
the men’s side, junior Jovon Faulk
and sophomore Xavier Parnell are
running very strong, so I am looking
forward them dropping down.”
GVSU’s depth will also play
a key role in the final meets of the
season.
“We just run deeper than having
that one outstanding athlete,” Rock
said. “That’s nice because track is a
team effort, and it is going to take a
team effort to win at the conference
GVL / Andrew Milts
level.”
Amber Triner runs the women's 60 meter dash during The
abrandt@ lanthorn .com
Laker Early Bird held early this season at the Turf Building.

now,” said head coach Jerry Baltes.
“Once (the sprinters) back off and
get some quicker races in and some
rest, we will see big things out of
them.”
The team’s current slump is all
part of the plan, according to junior
Troy Rock.
“Since we’ve been back from
break, we’ve gone on a cycle where
we break our bodies down and
pretty much destroy our legs,” he
said. “Then as we get closer to the
conference meet, we start backing
off the workouts in hopes that our
legs will finally start the repair
themselves for the conference
meet.”
This rigid training program has

Early Bird meet held early this season at the Turf Building.
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'Concentration caps' key to
sustaining men's win streak
Saturday against Wayne State. of the team could not be any
Each game has been tough and higher.
GVL Senior Reporter
“We just don’t want to
I think our guys have a healthy
Fresh off its perfect 4-0 respect of who we play. Some lose anymore,” he said. "Our
road trip, the first-place Grand teams have happened to have coach said at the beginning of
Valley State University men’s an easier stretch of games, the year, great teams build up
basketball team will make its while others have had the streaks and that’s what we’re
return home to the Fieldhouse tougher stretch of games, so doing right now. We’re just .
Arena and look to build upon at this point, you really don’t excited to keep it rolling.”
its current 10-game winning know how good the teams are
The
Lakers
will
tip
streak.
off against the Huskies of
yet.”
“It’s just great to be back
Sophomore guard Wes Michigan Tech on Thursday
home,” said GVSU head coach Trammell agreed with his at 8 p.m. Afterward, GVSU
Ric Wesley. “Obviously from a coach.
will conclude the weekend
class standpoint and a comfort
“It doesn’t matter about against Northern Michigan on
standpoint, it’s good for us. records - we play every game Saturday at 3 p.m.
I’m really hoping our students like it’s our last game of the
jgreen leaf@ lanthorn rom
come out and support us and season,” he said. “Any team
start embracing this team.”
can beat any team on any given
Standing in the way of the night so we need to bring our
Lakers (14-3, 10-2 GLIAC) ‘A’ game every single night.”
will be familiar foes from the
Wesley said throughout the
Upper Peninsula: Michigan Lakers’ winning streak, the
Tech
University
(4 13, success of the team did not
3- 9 GLIAC) and Northern happen by accident.
Michigan University (7-9,
“This group has made the
4- 8 GLIAC). Though each conscious decision that they’re
opponent sits at the bottom of going to work hard at it,” he
the GLIAC North standings, said. “For a long period of
the focus will remain the same time, they’ve come to practice
for the Lakers no matter what and had their concentration
their opponents’ records show. caps on and they’ve done
“Michigan Tech has a lot a great job. They’ve really
of big bodies and they're a pulled together as a team and
very physical team” said I’m happy they’re getting
GVl Archive
sophomore
guard
Alvin rewarded.”
GVSU junior Justin Ringlet goes
Storrs, who ranks fourth in
Trammell
said
with in for a layup in a past game
the GLIAC averaging two the streak still intact, the against Cornerstone.
steals per game. “Being from motivation and confidence
the UP. those teams are tough
and they always play for 40
EVERY MOHDAY
mSmIaA
minutes. The biggest part of
those games for us is going to
be our mental toughness and
being prepared.”
• Discounted Dances
Pending victories over the
• FREE Food During the Football Game!
Huskies and Wildcats, the
Lakers will likely get their firstAre you a VIP Member?
place showdown against the
Get in FREE every Wednesday
Oilers from the University of
with your VIP card!
Findlay (14-3, 10-2 GLIAC).
However. Wesley said he
JANUARY 31st
believes his players do not
look at the next two matchups
Birthday Party Bash
as any possible trap games.
Free Cover 4 Drinks for
all January Birthdays!
“Every game is important,”
Wesley said. “We were
WWW.DEJAVU.COM
fortunate enough to win on
1336 RAVINE G DOUGLAS • KALAMAZOO (269) 344-8104
By Jared Greenleaf

By Greg Monahan
GVL Staff Writer

For the past five years, the
men's hockey programs of
Grand Valley State University
and Davenport University
have found themselves in
the midst of a hitter rivalry.
The series has earned the
nickname of the “cross-town
clash" as games regularly
GVL / Brian B. Sevaid
feature bone-rattling hits and The Laker hockey team prepares for the upcoming weekend after
multiple players dropping the a recent win and a tie against Central Michigan University.
Head coach Mike Forbes and play tough htxkey.”
gloves. It would be hard to
although
Morang
In a rivalry that often sees
say the rivalry could grow any said
delivered offensively for the fights follow big hits, Forbes
more than it already has.
Until now.
Lakers, his absence has only said his team must be the
more disciplined of the two to
In October 2(X)9, Laker helped the team.
“Matt didn’t have any be successful.
forward Matt Morang, who
“Davenport
has
been
led the team last season with friends on our team,” Forbes
31 goals in 33 games, was said. “He didn’t really get known in the past to be
suspended for a violation of along with anybody within quite flamboyant,” he said.
team rules. Morang returned our program, and nobody felt “They spend a lot of their
to the team for two games in bad that he left. Everybody time talking and chirping, so
December, but left the program was kind of relieved. He was to speak, and as soon as you
at the end of the semester disruptive, and we hoped that get caught up in that you lose
Matt would conform to what focus with what you’re doing
and transferred
we wanted to on the ice. I would hope that
to
Davenport
“I don't think
do and that just the team will focus on playing
University.
didn’t
work the game, play whistle to
anyone in
In a move
out.”
whistle, keep your mouth shut
that
draws
particular will
Even before and not get involved with any
comparisons
go after (Matt
the
addition of the extracurricular B.S. that
to Brett Favre
of
Morang, seems to go with this rivalry.”
going
from
Morang)... ”
Davenport has
The Lakers take on Morang
Green Bay to
JASON BROWN
dominated
the
and
the Davenport University
Minnesota
or
GVSU SENIOR
rivalry in recent Panthers at Patterson Ice
Justin
Boren
years. GVSU Arena on Friday at 9 p.m.
transferringfrom
the University of Michigan to has been unable to defeat before returning home to
Ohio State University, Morang the Panthers since 2007, a Georgetown Ice Arena for a 7
left many of his teammates trend junior defenseman Jake p.m. face-off on Saturday.
Ochsner said the team looks
When asked if Morang
incensed.
“(Playing against Morang) to change with smart, physical could expect to have a target
on his back come Friday,
definitely provides some play.
“The key to our success Brown had one last thing to
motivation and fire for our
team,” said senior captain this weekend will be sticking say for his former teammate.
“I don’t think anyone
Jason Brown. “To have a to our game,” he said. “We’ve
player disrespect the whole kind of been getting away in particular will go after
program, coaches and players from it these last couple (Morang),” he said. “But I
like that, it puts a lot more weeks, and we really need to guarantee he better keep his
pride on the line for this game. stick to our systems and get head up and make sure he
It’s definitely going to give us back to where our success has knows who is on the ice at all
an edge to come out flying come from. If we want to have times.”
gmonahan @ lan thorn jcotn
and show him what we can do any kind of success, we need
to have our players dig deep
without him.”
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U-M graduate to show 55-square-foot bronze candelabra
Michele Oka Doner returns to Michigan with 8-piece, *spirit and form' exhibit at Meijer Gardens
By Josh Brunsting
GVL Staff Writer

One of the nation’s most versatile
artists is now the subject of an exclusive
exhibit at Frederick Meijer Gardens and
Sculpture Park in Grand Rapids.
A nationally-renowned sculpture and
botanic experience in and of itself, the
exhibit will feature pieces created by
American artist Michele Oka Doner.
The show, “Spirit and Form: Michele
Oka Doner and the Natural World,” will
feature eight pieces.
They are relief prints of human
forms made out of completely organic
material, ranging from a 55-square-foot
candelabra made out of roots cast in
bronze to the centerpiece, an installation
ot l£00 Soul Catchers.

“Relief prints are a type of print-

Courtesy Photo / Michele Oka Doner
Michele Oka Doner's art focuses on the

making, which are made from the
impressions of organic materials - roots
and branches,” said Amy Sawade,
public relations specialist for Frederick
Meijer Gardens. “The organic materials
arc shaped into human forms then inked
and then pressed on organic, handmade
papers.”
At the nx)t of the artist’s artwork is
the spiritual nature of the world around
us all.
“Religion and spirituality exist all
around us, binding humankind and
nature together in dialogue; art and
design becomes the language for our
conversation,” said Oka Doner in a press
release about the exhibit.
Joseph Becherer, chief curator at
Frederick Meijer Gardens, described
how Oka Doner’s fascination with
nature began in her youth.
,
“As a young girl in the 1950s, she
collected whatever washed up on the
shore near her Miami home, initiating
a tradition for discovery met with
collecting,transformed by imagination,”
he said. “Ever since, the sense of nature
has been truly at the core of anything
and every thing this artist does.”
The exhibit is not only the artist’s
largest, but it also gives the viewer the
chance to see the artist through many
different styles and mediums. The
exhibit covers works made in bronze
and on paper, as well as more decorative
pieces made out of silver.
However, there is always a similar
theme to her work.

natural world and its spiritual nature.

Sophomore Cindy
Lykins offers
insight to Padnos
Gallery exhibit
By Haley Otman
GVL A&E Editor
Courtesy Photo / Michele Oka Doner
All of the pieces in Michele Oka Doner's ekhibit are made from organic materials.

"Oka Doner’s work attempts to
present a profoundly mystical dimension
that is not all that accidental,” Becherer
said. “Her work suggests the inter
connectedness of things around us, and
with her openness to the spirit of nature,
it makes fora truly singular and stunning
visual experience.”
A native of Miami Beach, Fla., Oka
Doner moved to Michigan, where she
began her career. A graduate of the
University of Michigan, Oka Doner took
part in her first solo museum exhibit in
1978. She continued her work while
living in Michigan for 12 more years
and has since moved to New York City.
This, however, is not her first
representation at Mei jer Gardens.
“Her work can currently be seen in

the Sculpture Park, with the piece entitled
‘Colossus,’ as well as ‘Gnomon,’ which
can be seen inside,” Sawade said.
She also showed a 13,000-foot
sculpture consisting of more than 1,650
bronze leaf and other natural elements,
called “Beneath the Leafy Crown,”
Sawade added.
“She has also helped change this
very park,” Becherer said. “Her work
has completely changed the style and
philosophy of the garden, and this is the
perfect tribute to one of today’s truly
influential artists.”
The exhibit will be on display from
Friday through May 9 at Frederick
Meijer Gardens. For more information,
visit http://www.meijergardens.org.
jbrunsting @ lanthorn rom

Feature film made only by
Michiganders, in Michigan
him.
“There are going to be some
bloody moments,” Robinson
The thriller "Oblivion” said.
is unique in that unlike most
For Robinson, making
features made in state, both this film is not simply about
the cast and crew are entirely getting recognition. One of her
from Michigan, as a result of a motives for taking on all the
conscious decision by the film’s responsibilities is she wants
first-time writer, director and to showcase Michigan and its
producer Heather Robinson.
talent. .
“The truth is
“I
want
“I want to try and
that there is so
to try and
much talent here
take away the
take
away
to
showcase
the
negative
negative aspect
already,”
aspect people
Robinson said.
people have about
have about
“1 didn't feel
some
of
some of Michigan's
like 1 had to go
Michigan’s
cities.”
outside of the
cities,”
HEATHER ROBINSON
state to do the
Robinson
WRITER/DIRECTOR/
casting.”
said. “There
PRODUCER
Robinson,
is a lot of
who has a background in history and beauty here. It’s not
theater and previously worked all bad as people might think
as a casting director, wrote her when they hear about places
screenplay in a little more than like Detroit and Ypsilanti.”
15 years.The premise,she said,
To show the diversity of
stemmed from a nightmare she Michigan’s cities, Robinson
had, which prompted her to arid her crew chose to shoot
begin writing the psychological all across southeast Michigan,
thriller.
including
Ann
Arbor,
Robinson
described
Waterford, Garden City, Royal
“Oblivion” as a thriller about Oak and Dearborn.
a serial killer, with a journey
Robinson added without
through the mind of the main her talented crew she believes
character and his struggle to there would not have been a
try and save the people around movie at all. A lot of the cast
By Elijah Brumback
GVL Staff Writer

and crew hold full-time jobs
or are going to school outside
of filmmaking and it takes a
lot of volunteer time to make
everything happen.
“I hope the people who
eventually see this film
appreciate it,” said actress
Rachel Sowers. “Lots of people
are donating their time and most
everyone is unpaid until the end
of production.”
Sowers said she hopes
the film becomes successful
and builds some regional
recognition for her and for
everyone else involved.
“It’s a good thing that we
are so localized,” Sowers said.
“If we weren’t 1 don’t think we
would be as close.”
Assistant director Tim Roe
described his experience on set
as similar to a playground for
him. Roe said Robinson has
been a god to him in providing
him the opportunity to work on
the project, and he is excited to
see where the film goes.
“1 hope that in the end it all
goes well, but even if it doesn't,
I will still be proud to have
worked on this film with these
people,” Roe said . “I want to see
the studios in Michigan survive
though it’s going to be tough in
the face of the economy.”
Robinson and crew hope to

Jan. 26,1925. marks the birth of one
of the greatest actors of all time and one
of my own few heroes.
Eighty-five years ago Friday. Paul
Newman, aka Butch Cassidy, Lucas
Jackson, Reggie Dunlop and Eddie
Felson, was bom.
Before I'd seen Paul Newman

Twelve Grand
Valley
State University students are
taking part in the “Beyond the
Frame” photography exhibit
in the Padnos Gallery through
next Thursday. “Beyond the
Frame” is an exhibit put on
by their Photography 2 class.
The Lanthorn spoke with
sophomore Cindy Lykins
about the exhibit and her
own contributions.
Lanthorn: How long have
you considered yourself a
photographer?
Lykins: Well, anybody
can be a photographer. You
can hand a 2-year-old a
camera and
get
some
of the most
interesting
photos.
I guess I
consider
myself
more
“trained”
since I’ve
started
taking photo classes in
college last year.
Unithorn: What is your
main inspiration when you
are working?
Lykins:
Making
the
ordinary look extraordinary.
Lanthorn:
What
is
your favorite
type
of
photography?
Lykins: I like all kinds
of photography. I haven't
really found my “type” yet.
1 just love being able to
look at things from another
perspective and point of view
than you normally wouldn’t
see.

Courtesy Photo / Oblivion

Lanthorn: Describe your
favorite photo you have ever
taken.
Lykins: That’s a hard one.
Last year, I took a black and
white photo of a garden. It
was in the fall, and I took it in
the morning when there was
a lot of fog hovering over the
ground. It had such a spooky
and mysterious feel to it.

The thriller "Oblivion" is Michigan-native Heather Robinson's first
attempt at writing, directing and producing a movie.

be wrapped with filming by the
second week of February. The
red carpet premiere of their film
is scheduled for July 15 at the
Emagine Theater in Canton.
Mich.

After
the
premiere,
Robinson said she would like
to get the film into as many film
festivals as she can in hopes of
acquiring distribution.
ebrumback@ lanthorn .com

Remembering Paul Newman: the original hustler
in a movie, I just knew he was the
goofy-looking old guy on those boxes
of popcorn and salad dressing in the
grocery store aisles.
You'd hear of him all the time from
your parents and grandparents and
teachers; they spoke of him as if he was
ytxir favorite uncle, the one to whom
even Satan himself took a shine.
My first experience with him was
“Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.”
It was playing after sch<x>l one
aftermxm as I sat around waiting for
my little league game. I had a 64-bit

Student
photographers
travel 'Beyond
the Frame'

attention span and couldn't sit through a
movie not in Technicolor.
I remember watching it alone in
my basement and being absolutely
mesmerized, much the same as our
fathers were when they sat in front of
the TV with their six-sh<x)ter holsters
and cowboy hats watching “Bonanza."
The banter between Bedford and
Newman was something I had never
seen in any cartoon or movie before.
They bickered and goaded each other
incessantly into jumping off of cliffs or
drawing fire from rival gangs or police
while the other made a run for it.
As a 12-year-old, I could relate
to Butch and Sundance. Opening
exjr pool after a Michigan winter
had passed, my brother or I would
scream the now famous "OhhhhhOHHHHHHHHHHHH SHH—TT!”
When we d broken a piece of furniture
or came home with a particularly
troublesome report card, one w<xjld egg
on the other to go face the firing squad
first.
Besides his GQ looks. Newman
was an every-man. a vision I share
with critic Roger Ebert. He embodied
swindlers, hustlers, drunks and
charmers. He will shake your hand after
a game of pool as quickly as he'll try ,
and get your girlfriend to go back home
with him.
But he won’t be pushed.
His characters know their own

limits, which is the one advantage they
always hold over the antagonist. The
same advantage we as people hold over
anyone who stands in our way: we
know our own minds.
Because of this, his adversaries
always try and break him but to no
avail.
He is heroically foolish, and his
stubbornness is more often his most
valuable asset than it is his downfall.
He was a loner who smiled at the
people who tried to break him and
leveled them with those blue eyes that
could freeze the sun.
Paul Newman is the man’s man and
the woman’s dream.
He is what James Dean could have
been.
What we have with Newman
wasn’t a failure to communicate,
as the Captain of Road Prison 36
famtxisly uttered in “Cool Hand Luke,”
but instead, a failure to replicate his
life as an actor, a family man and
humanitarian.
Some years later I would learn that
every cent of the post-tax profits from
the Newman’s Own brand went directly
to charity, exceeding $280 million as of
October 2008.
He leaves with us his wife of more
than half a century, half a dozen charity
organizations and the definition of what
exactly it means to be a man.
clrvandoski® lanthorn x/>m
I

Lanthorn: Describe the
process of preparing for this
show.
Lykins: Photos from this
show were actually from our
final project in our Photo
2 class. It was pretty much
taking everything that we
have learned throughout
the semester, from taking
good photos to making good
quality black and white
prints, and making a show
of it. We chose the theme we
wanted, and everything was
pretty much up to us. We each
took the photos, developed
them and came up with an
interesting and unique way
to display them.
Uinthorn: What are your
future plans?
Lykins: I’m not exactly
sure what type of photography
I want to do. I’m looking into
commercial
photography
right now as a possibility.
arts® lanthorn .com

GVL Photo Illustration / Brian B Stvakl

MARKETPLACE
________ Services________
Getting married? I specialize
in personal photoshoots at
an extremely low cost to
GVSU students. In addition, I
also connect students with
other inexpensive, All photos
are completely professional,
and taken on brand new
Canon digital SLR camera
equipment.
Contact
sensenbr@mail.gvsu.edu for
more information.
Opportunities
Swim Suit Model Auditions
No Experience Necessary
Saturday Feb. 6th Miss Dee’s
School of Dance Must be 18
www.mygroundpounder.com
616-894-7668 Audition form
on website
Employment
Bartenders wanted. Up to
$250/Day. No Experience
necessary. Training provided.
Age
18+
Okay.
Call
1-800-965-6520. ext. 226.
:

Copper
Beech
Townhomes...the
most
space for the best price! 1, 2,
3, or 4 bedroom units! Lo
cated in Allendale on 48th
Street. Call 616-895-2900 or
visit
copprbeechtownhomes.com
for more information.
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Grand Rapids-1 minute walk
to
GVSU Pew. Available Sum
mer. Studio-$350, 1 bedroom-$425,
3
bedroom-$700,
4
bedroon-$750. Plus utilities.
www.grLease.com
616-293-6606
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I need a subleaser for a
4bed/2bath/garage townhouse
at Campus View. It would be for
May, June, July, and beginning
of August. I paid $330 .per
month, but am willing to lower
price. You would be living with 2
GVSU senior girls (other one is
not living there nor getting a sub
leaser). You would need to pay
for gas, water, and electric. Inter
net and cable are free. If at all in
terested please contact me!!!
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Housing________

The Village at 48 West. Stop
in Today! Rates starting at
only $395! 616.895.2400 or
www.48west.com for more
ipfo
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Boltwood Apartments
Now Leasing. 1 and 2 bed
room. Walk ins welcome.
616 895 5875
randres@accesspmgroup.co
m

Add, subtract, multiply or divide the
8 numbers - in any order- to equal
the number m the diamond below.
Use each of the 8 numbers, only
once! (You may use parentheses
and/or brackets to solve the.
equation, necessary.)
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Answers at Lanthorn.com
@00

we can match
you with roommate*'”'
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*4 http://www.lanthorn.com
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myspace

facebook

Visit us on the web...

Spots are filling quickly,
stop in for a tour today. ^
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'Mr. Marmalade'
entertains GR

'Bilal's Stand' goes from
film class to Sundance

Play follows young girl
Lucy's abusive, cocaineaddicted, imaginary friend

By The Associated Press

By Nicolle Martin
GVL Staff Writer

Actors’ Theatre. Grand Rapids' home for ofFBroadway productions, will present the criticallyacclaimed dark comedy “Mr. Marmalade,”
written by East Grand Rapids-native Noah
Hakfie.
Managing Director Kyle Dutkiewicz has
provided a synopsis for those unfamiliar with this
twisted tale: “Lucy is a 4-year-old girl with a very
active imagination. Unfortunately, her imaginary
friend Mr. Marmalade doesn't have much time
for her. Not to mention he beats up his personal
assistant, has a cocaine addiction and a penchant
for pornography. Larry, her only real friend, is the
youngest suicide attempt in the history of New
Jersey.”
Michelle Urbane said she is thrilled to direct
his first main stage show with Actors’ Theatre.
“Children absorb: they see and hear
everything around them, and those observations
manifest through their imaginations,” Urbane
said. “Through their ‘child’s play’ we see their
translation of life. It’s lovely, frightening, funny
and thought-provoking.”
Though the story is based on the boundless
possibilities of a child's imagination, the cast and
crew are adamant the play is clearly not intended
for children.
In the Actors’ Theatre Newsletter, Krystina
Schripsema, who plays Lucy, offered some
insight into not only what it felt like to be 4
years old again, but also her expectations for the
audience.
“1 want the audience to come away
questioning the types of things we are letting
our children watch and experience and how we
can make this change,” Schripsema said. “At
the same time, the play is not entirely dark, and
I hope our audiences can laugh at the jokes and
appreciate the warm genuine moments, as well as
remember themselves what it was like to be 4!”
Jonathan Clausen, who plays the title role,

Courtesy Photo / Michelle Urbane
Jonathan Clausen stars as Mr Marmalade.

Courtesy Photo / Michelle Urbane
Krystina Schripsema plays the child, Lucy.

also offered some insight in the Newsletter.
“First and foremost, 1 want audiences to laugh
- hard and often,” Clausen said.
As a father, he found his role fitting.
“Marmalade is an imaginary character
- a caricature - and my own role is to give
the audience permission to laugh at him by
establishing that,” he said. “Obviously I'm
introspective about the play as a father, but as an
actor I’m approaching this wholly as comedy.
The play has enough substance at the core that
I hope, and believe, the audience will be able
to spend a fun and enjoyable evening in theater
while still walking out with an experience that
sticks with them at a deeper level.”
“Mr. Marmalade” will play at Spectrum
Theatre from today through Feb. 6. Tickets
cost $8 for student rush tickets purchased an
hour before the performance. To reserve tickets,
contact the box office at (616) 234-3946, or visit
http://www.actorstheatregrandrapids.com.
wnartin @ lanthorn rom

ANN ARBOR, Mich.
(AP) — A movie that began
as a project in a University
of Michigan film class has
beaten out thousands of
other entries for a spot at
the Sundance Film Festival
in Park City, Utah.
“Bilal’s
Stand,”
the
creation
of 25-year-old
Michigan graduate Sultan
Sharrief, will be screened
Monday night as part of
Sundance’s
new
NEXT
category for very low
budget films.
It’s one of eight films in
the category, out of about
7,000 submissions.
“This story is highly
personal, about as personal
as you can get,” Sharrief
said in a video interview
released by the university.
“It’s about my life and my
family ... growing up in
Detroit.”
Five
years
in
the
making, the film tells of an
African-American Muslim
high school student who
works for his family’s cab
company.
“All
characters
and
situations are based on
actual events,” the film’s
introduction says. “Some
actors play themselves. The
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Legendary Human Rights Activist

Part of the
Chiaroscuro Film
Series sponsored by
GVSU, "Achilles and
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• Free and open to the public
• On-campus parking $3.00 (free with discount pass)
• Lectures begin at 7 p.nt. at Fountain Street Church, 24 Fountain NE

shown Sunday at 2:30
p.m. at the UICA. The
Japanese film, made

Bob and Aleicia Woodrick

in 2008 and directed

Diversity Learning Center

by Takeshi Kitano, is
part of a loose trilogy

Grand Rapids Community College

in Japanese with
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"Sultan's Stand" was accepted for the Sundance Film Festival.

names have been changed
to protect their integrity.”
The movie tells of his
struggle over whether to
attend the prestigious and
expensive University of
Michigan or attend Henry
Ford Community College.
And it shows Bilal dealing
with issues of alienation and
fitting in as he tries to move
among the worlds of the
poor inner city, his school
in an affluent suburb and an
elite university campus.
Sharrief spent five years
shooting, editing and reediting the movie,collecting
money and drawing on
dozens of volunteers. He
said he didn't see the first
rushes — the processed
recordings — for eight
months because it took that
long to pay the lab.
Unhappy
with
early

versions, Sharrief said he
repeatedly re-edited the
film, showing successive
versions to test audiences
wherever he could find them
and paying close attention
to viewers’ comments.
He said he still wasn’t
satisfied until he came up
with the idea of overlaying
a simple animation, with
on-screen doodling and
handwritten captions.
That added a comic
touch and lightened the
subject matter. Sharrief told
The Associated Press he
was happy with the result,
which he said he hoped
would make the movie more
accessible to
non-black
audiences.
Back
in
Michigan,
“Bilal’s
Stand”
opens
Sunday at the Michigan
Theater in Ann Arbor.

Weekend Diversions

‘An Evening with Angela Davis'
Angela Davis us known internationally tor her
ongoing work to combat all forms of oppression
in the U.S. and abroad. Over the years, as a student,
teacher, wTiter, scholar, activist and organizer - and
even prisoner - she has become a living witness
to the historical struggles of two generations'of
American life.

AP Photo / University of Michigan, Joey Ostrander
Sultan Sharrief, 25, is a graduate of U-M Sharrief's feature movie

English subtitles.

Friday
6:30 p.m.: We Are The In
Crowd at the Mixtape Cafe in
Grand Rapids
7:30 p.m.: Grand Rapids
Ballet Company: “Flickers”
at the Peter Martin Wege
Theatre in Grand Rapids

Sunday
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.: Winter
Chamber Concert Series
at the Grand Rapids Art
Museum
7 p.m.: Sunday Night Singles
Dance at the Lincoln Country
Club in Grand Rapids

Saturday
9 a.m. to 7 p.m.: Huntin’
Time Expo at the DeltaPlex
in Grand Rapids
11 a.m.: Little Mexico Cate’s
Grand Reopening in Grand
Rapids
3 p.m.: “Under Starlit Skies”
at the Public Museum
7 p.m.: Gov’t Mule at The
Orbit Room in Grand Rapids
8 p.m.: The Grand Rapids
Songwriters Alliance plays at
the Wealthy Theatre in Grand
Rapids

All weekend
Calder Jewelry show at the
Grand Rapids Art Museum
Woodcuts in Modem China
exhibit at the Kalamazoo
Institute of Arts
“Rising Stars: Voices of
Light” presented by the
Grand Rapids Symphony at
St. Cecilia’s Music Center
Grand Haven Winterfest 2010
in downtown Grand Haven
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