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Lakers split weekend, remain unsure 
of GLIAC tournament status

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN 
^0 (&GVLSPORTS

FEBRUARY 22, 2016 SPORTS
QUICK HITS
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiimiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiniiiHininiii

FOLEY, LAKERS RECEIVE 
ACADEMIC HONORS

The Grand Valley State 
men’s and women’s cross 
country teams have been 
named to the USTFCCCA All- 
Academic teams. In addition, 
junior Kendra Foley has been 
named the USTFCCCA Female 
Scholar Athlete of the year.

The male and female scholar 
athletes of the year are the top­
finishing runners at the NCAA 
Division II national champion­
ships, and fit the criteria for 
USTFCCCA academic honors. 
Runners must have a cumula­
tive GPA of at least 3.25, and 
must finish in either the top 30 
percent in their regional champi­
onships, or in the top half of the 
NCAA Championships.

Foley placed sixth in regionals 
and second at the champion­
ships, just missing first place and 
a repeat individual champion­
ship. Foley currently has a 3.445 
GPA as a communication and 
sport leadership major.

In order to be on the academ­
ic team list, a given team must 
have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or 
higher and score at the NCAA 
Championships. Both the men’s 
and women’s team finished with 
cumulative GPAs of 3.448.

MEN’S VOLLEYBALL WINS 
TWO, LOSES TWO

Grand Valley State men’s 
club volleyball team won games 
against Western Michigan 
and Toledo, but lost against 
Michigan and Michigan State 
in four games played at 
Fieldhouse Arena on Feb. 20.

The Lakers took the first two 
games of the day, but ended the 
day on a losing note. The blue 
team lost to Michigan in two 
sets, and despite an 8-0 run at 
the end of the match, the blue 
team faltered in its last game 
against the Spartans.

Future games have not 
been announced on the team's 
official website.

GVSU ALUMNUS SKUTA 
FACES UNCERTAIN FUTURE

Former Grand Valley State 
and current Jacksonville 
Jaguars linebacker Dan Skuta 
has been the subject of ru­
mors that the veteran could 
be released. Skuta, who’s 
2015 season was marred with 
injuries and inconsistent play, 
currently fits in at the Jaguars 
"Otto’’ linebacker position.

Should the 29-year-old get 
cut, it would save the Jaguars 
$3.6 million in cap space, but 
would leave a big gap at the 
‘‘Otto’’ position. Skuta fin­
ished last season with 32 total 
tackles, 1.5 sacks and a forced 
fumble in his first year in 
Jacksonville, Florida.

Skuta was the Lakers’ all-time 
sack leader before defensive end 
Matt Judon took the record in 
the 2015 season, with 34 quarter­
back takedowns in his career.

LAKER MEN’S TENNIS 
&OWNS DAVENPORT
; The Grand Valley State men’s 
tennis team took care of busi­
ness against Davenport, rocking 
the Panthers 7-2 at the Premier 
Athletic Club in Grandville, 
Michigan on Feb. 19.

VARSITY SCHEDULE
........................................

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Thursday 8 p.m. vs Ferris State

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday 6 p.m. vs Ferris State

TRACK AND FIELD
Saturday-Sunday at GLIAC 
Championships (Tiffin, Ohio)

BASEBALL
Friday - Sunday at Lindenwood 
University tournament (St. 
Charles. Missouri)

SOFTBALL
Friday - Saturday at Lewis Dome 
Tournament (Rosemont, Illinois)

M.BASKETBALL

FINISHING IT OFF: GVSU’s Darren Kapustka goes in for a layup attempt. The Lakers split two games this weekend, defeating the SVSU Cardinals with a final score of 
76-73 in Allendale and falling 77-70 on the road at Hillsdale. The men’s team is fighting for a spot in the GLIAC tournament with one game left. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF

BY BRADY MCATAMNEY & A.A. KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

s has almost become tradition for 
the Grand Valley State mens basket­
ball team, the Lakers split two GLI­
AC games over the weekend.

GVSU’s GLIAC tournament 
status remains unknown with just one game 
left in the regular season. GVSU, Hillsdale 
and Northwood are battling for the two re­
maining GLIAC tournament spots.

“Season’s winding down, there’s no sense 
dwelling on anything,” said GVSU head coach 
Ric Wesley. “We’ve got one more opportunity 
that’s guaranteed — you just make sure you 
come back strong. Give it everything you got 
and send our seniors out on a good note.”

The Lakers (17-10, 11-10 GLIAC) upend­
ed No. 12 Saginaw Valley State 76-73 at Field- 
house Arena on Feb. 18, but fell 77-70 in a 
key road match at Hillsdale on Feb. 20.

The first half of the game against SVSU 
(22-5, 18-3 GLIAC), while close for a major­
ity of the 20 minutes, was controlled by the

Cardinals as they took a 33-30 lead into the 
locker room. The lead was fueled by 50 per­
cent shooting, while the Lakers 
hit 41.9 percent of their attempts.

The beginning of the second half 
stuck to the blueprint set in the first 
half: plenty of ties and lead changes.

That was, however, until about 
seven minutes into the second 
half, when GVSU’s Luke Ryskamp 
blocked a Cardinal shot attempt 
leading to a GVSU fast break. Rys­
kamp missed the transition 3-point­
er, grabbed his own rebound, then 
drew a foul and made his shot. The 
swing pumped momentum into 
the Lakers and sent a jolt of energy 
through the crowd that hardly went 
silent for the remainder of the game.

“I thought the bench was inspired in the 
second half, everyone was playing well and 
the crowd helped us a lot too,” Wesley said.

Ryskamp led the way for GVSU with 21 points 
on 9-of-15 shooting. Three other Lakers tacked 
on with double-digit scoring. Aaron Hayes con-

“We were just 
moving a ball as 
a team and when 
we’re doing that, 
guys are capable 

of doing good 
things.”

LUKE RYSKAMP 
GVSUGUARD

tributed 17 points, Ricardo Carbajal brought in 
14 and Chaz Rollins was good for 11.

“We were just moving the ball 
— as a team and when we’re doing

that, guys are capable of doing 
good things. When we’re play­
ing good defense and moving the 
ball, good things tend to happen,” 
Ryskamp said. “We played like 
our season depended on it, and I 
think that’s what kind of brought 
us together in the end.”

Two days after the uplifting 
SVSU win, the Lakers traveled 
to Hillsdale (16-9, 12-9 GLIAC) 
in a game that heavily affected 
both teams’ GLIAC tournament 
hopes. GVSU fell behind early, 
and, despite getting itself in good 

position in the second half, was unable to se­
cure a win, falling to the Chargers for the sec­
ond time this season.

“Just disappointed that we couldn’t finish it oflf.

SEE MBB | A8

W. BASKETBALL Lakers split last 
weekend series
GV women lose to SVSU, beat 
Hillsdale as season winds down

BY BEAU TROUTMAN
ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

eading 68-63 with 
under three minutes 
to go, the Grand Val­
ley State women’s 
basketball team was

LETDOWN: Piper Tucker (11) jumps for the ball against a SVSU Cardinal in the first 
of the Battle of the Valleys series on Feb. 18 at Fieldhouse Arena, gvl I SARA carte

a few defensive stands away from 
avenging its first loss in the Battle 
of the Valleys series.

Instead, the Lakers allowed 
10 straight points in the closing 
minutes, as Saginaw Valley State 
and GLLAC-leading scorer Emily 
Wendling completed 
their regular-season ■*™
sweep of the Lakers by 
a 75-71 score.

“We can’t get 
stops,” said GVSU 
head coach Mike Wil­
liams. “We can’t guard 
anybody when it 
counts. (It’s) tough to 
win games when you 
can’t guard anybody 
when it counts.”

Though that may 
have been the case 
against the Car­
dinals, the Lakers 
bounced back for a 71-65 win at 
Hillsdale on Feb. 20.

The Lakers took the first quarter 
against SVSU with a 22-12 advan­
tage, but the Cardinals answered 
and took the second, outscoring 
the Lakers 21-9 to even it up.

“We had letdowns at certain times, 
especially in the second quarter, that 
we shouldn’t have had and that led to 
making it even closer at the end,” said 
GVSU forward Bailey Cairnduff. “We 
jast couldn’t finish and get stops.”

Fast forward to the final quarter.

“We had letdowns 
at certain times, 
especially in the 
second quarter... 
we just couldn’t 
finish and get 

stops.”

BAILEY CAIRNDUFF 
GVSU FORWARD

Cairnduff hit a quick 3-pointer off 
an inbounds pass to give the Lak­
ers a 68-63 advantage and much- 
needed momentum. The basket 
represented the final meaningful 
points of the game for the Lakers.

SVSU’s Wendling, who had a 
quiet 12 points in the first three 
quarters, took over. The Cardinals 
made it their mission to get the ball 
to Wendling, who scored sue straight 
points, all in the post. The Lakers had 
nothing to counter the quick post 
moves of the 6-foot-3-inch center.

With 26 seconds remaining and 
trailing by a point, the 

™ Lakers had a chance
to potentially seal the 
game with a clutch bas­
ket. After several swing 
passes around the pe­
rimeter, center Piper 
Tucker got an open 
look from behind the 
arc—-but the shot hit 
the iron and the Cardi­
nals rebounded, forc­
ing the Lakers to foul.

After SVSU con­
verted at the free throw 
line, the Inkers had an 
opportunity to tie the 

game with a 3-pointer, trailing 71-68.
SVSU fouled on the Lakers’ first 

attempt to inbound the ball, so the 
Lakers attempted to get a shot off 
the second time around before the 
Cardinals could force them to shoot 
free throws. GVSU sharpshooter 
Lindsay Baker got an open look, but 
tight defense caused an air-ball.

The Lakers were forced to play 
the foul game, and SVSU sealed 
the deal with late free throws.

SEE WBB | A8
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