






My favorite going-out activity is 
when my roommates and I plan a

I
I* girls’ night. With our busy schedules

¥ 1 during the week, having a night out

3 A planned on a Friday is something to 
" A look forward to. The spot we enjoy

going to first is a Griffins Game at Van 
Andel Arena. The Griffins host college night on Fridays 
which means $2 beer and hot dogs. This is perfect for 
college students who want to have a good time without 
breaking the bank. Since my friends and I are all 21, this 
is a perfect opportunity for us to hang out and watch a 
good game of hockey.

Once the game is over, we have two different bars 
we tend to hit up; J. Gardella’s Tavern and Back Forty 
Saloon. Both of these locations are in walking distance of 
the Van Andel, and neither have a cover on Friday nights 
so they’re great spots for saving money, dancing and 
having a good time.

The Back Forty Saloon is a country-style bar that 
serves drinks in mason jars and has line dancing on the 
dance floor. Since we all love to dance with each other, 
this makes Gardella’s one of our favorites.We normally 
grab a drink and then head out to the dance floor, where 
you will find us either following along with the crowd’s 
line dancing or doing our own thing. It’s a three-story 
bar with the dance floor on the third level. The music 
they play is pop and top-40, so it’s good to move to.

After we’re all worn out from all of the dancing, it’s 
time to get a late night snack before heading home. Our 
go-to places are either Toppers Pizza or New York Fried 
Chicken. Both are a short drive away, so we make sure to 
have a DD or an Uber. Either place really hits the spot, 
whether it’s Topperstix or Mac and Cheese bits from 
NYFC, you are guaranteed to end your night on a good 
note.

If you are looking for a place to 
go out, and you are not interested 
in the nightlife that Grand Rapids 
has to offer, then put The Kirby 
House on your list. Only about a 
half hour away in Grand Haven, 

it creates a great night to get away from schoolwork 
and other obligations.

The Kirby House serves a wide variety of meals but 
is a mostly American influenced menu. I have only 
been there a handful of times, but I haven’t been dis
appointed yet and I keep going back to try new items.

What I think is truly unique to this place is the 
atmosphere within the building. It used to be an old 
hotel back in the early 1900’s until it was converted 
into the restaurant it is today in 1965. The history 
creates a very comfortable place to eat and enjoy some 
company. The old brick walls are covered floor-to-ceil
ing in names drawn with crayon, but if you can find an 
open spot, be sure to add your name to the wall.

If you are familiar with The B.O.B and Mangiamo!, 
and enjoy those restaurants, you will be in the right 
place at Kirby, since they are all part of the Gilmore 
Collection.

When dinner’s over, you can walk a few blocks 
down the quiet small-town streets of Grand Haven 
and have coffee or local craft beer in the Armory 
building. If you’re more interested in dessert than 
drinks, there’s a Kilwin’s on the same street as well, 
perfect for all of your chocolate or ice cream cravings.

While in Grand Haven, be sure to stop by the lake- 
shore. Even though it’s a place that gets overlooked in 
the winter, it’s a great spot to sight see when the lake 
freezes by the pier. So bring some friends along or 
your significant other, and enjoy your night out.
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Like most students, my bank account can not handle going to the fancy bars in downtown 
Grand Rapids; but after a long week, I need a drink.

Thursday nights, you can find all of your thirsty, of-age classmates at Mully’s Bar and 
Grill. Thursdays are when Mully’s hosts their legendary “Progression Night.”

At 7 p.m., they start serving cups of Pabst Blue Ribbon for 50 cents, and the price rises by 
50 cents every 30 minutes.

As soon as 7 p.m. hits, trays of PBR-filled cups circle around the bar; by 8 p.m. the bar 
looks and feels like it’s 1 a.m. on a Saturday night. You quickly feel hot and realize there is now no walking room 
because it seems like half of Grand Valley is crammed into this little side-bar in Meadows Crossing’s apartment 
complex.

It’s the perfect night to meet a ton of new people, even if you don’t remember them by the next Thursday. 
Thursday nights at Mully’s are the perfect end to a stressful work or school week.




