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ELECTIONS 2017

BY JESS HODGE
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM

eople can quickly get into
a heated argument when
they’re talking about pol■
itics, especially when the
person they’re talking to has op
posing views as them.
Although on a national plat
form, the presidential election is
over, there are still debates and poli
ticking happening on Grand Valley
State University’s campus.
GVSU’s student senate elections
start Monday, March 27, and there
are senators who feel that a group
of 16 potential senators have been
campaigning unfairly and against
the rules after a Facebook post en
dorsed the 16 candidates. The topic
came up in their general assembly
meeting Thursday, March 23, when
senator Andrew Nurmi motioned
to add it into their agenda.
It then generated some debate be
tween the senators. Additionally, the
person who made the post, Mike Sulli
van, who is a previous student senator,
happened to be sitting in the gallery
and was allowed to speak to the body.
There are three candidates on five
slates, with one write-in. Nurmi took
issue with the fact that he believed
these candidates were campaigning
unfairly around campus as he said
he had seen them using the same
graphic and promo material
“I have multiple concerns be
cause of this people because it vio
lates the rules that we have for our
election,” he said. “I believe this is
dishonest and I believe that we as
senators should be held to a higher
regard in our election process and
that we should all play to the rules
safely and have a fair election.”
Every year during election season,
there is an election commission who
reviews candidates and their cam
paigning materials to make sure ev* J
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REPRESENTATION: Mike Sullivan, previous student senator, speaks at Grand Valley State University's student senate meeting Thursday, March 23. Sullivan endorsed
several candidates on his personal Facebook page, which caused a heated argument among senators about election guidelines and policies. GVL I hannah lentz

eryone is following election guidelines.
The election commission consists
of Ella Fritzemeier, the student senate
president; Sean O’Melia, student sen
ate executive vice president; Bob Stoll,
associate dean for student life; Eileen
Sullivan, dean of students; and Felix
Ngassa, a GVSU chemistry professor.
“We reviewed the materials after
they were submitted, so they did go
through the proper process to email

and say ‘hey we want to run with these
three people, here’s our promotion
material,”’ Fritzemeier said. “There was
one incident- all of the names weren’t
listed, it still had only three names but
it said bur slate is composed of 16 can
didates’ and we said you must take that
down, failure to do so with result in
disqualification as well as any further
publication of that will result in dis
qualification as well.

“We try to trust students to do the
right thing, and we did not say in our
elections guidelines that you can not
use the same promotional materials so
that is allowed, although its just up to
the discretion (of the student).”
The Facebook post by Sullivan
included the names of 16 candidates
and a graphic and promotion mate
rial that all of the slates had been us
ing. When he spoke to the body, he

assured them the candidates, and
himself, were following the rules.
“You have 16 people who be
lieve in restoring transparency to
this body, which they believe was
upset this year,” he said, “they be
lieve in bringing back equal repre
sentation in this body and they be
lieve more diversity to this body.”
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Carrying on the legacy

Shedding light
on sexual assault

Grandson of Cesar Chavez talks
about fighting for the rights of others

GV to host week of educational
events to promote awareness
BY JENNA FRACASSI

BY KYLE DOYLE
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

A hero for farm workers. An
icon for the Latino community. A
civil rights activist who would not
stop until all people had their rights.
Cesar Chavez was and is an icon for
the grassroots and civil rights move
ments as he championed unions for
the underrepresented workers in
California and across the country.
Since his death in 1993, his
family and friends have carried
on his legacy, never stopping from
taking the fight to the people and
demanding change. His grand
son, Andres Ch&vez, exhibits the
same drive to bring change that his
grandfather did many years ago.
Chavez was at Grand Valley
State University Friday, March 24,
in the Kirkhof Center to speak
about his grandfathers legacy and
how millennials can help to create
change in today’s world.
“When I’m asked, ‘Andres? Do
you think millennials can be the
change of tomorrow?’ of course I’m
going to say yes,” Chavez said.
His speech touched on many key
issues of his grandfather’s move
ment, including the fight for equal
rights for all people. Chavez told
the story of how his grandfather
marched in a gay pride parade, even
though his devout Catholic follow
ers might have taken issue with this,

because he believed every person
deserved equality, regardless of who
they loved, what their skin color was
or what deity they believed in.
Chavez also spoke on the ways in
which his grandfather inspired activ
ism when he was young. He talked
about how when he was a child, his
father would take him to protests and
pickets. He also told a story about
how they went to a water park while
on vacation in Mexico but turned
around and left when they saw a man
at the front gate fasting in protest over
unfair working conditions.
“As we arrived, there was a man
camped outside with a tent, and he
had a big sign, and the sign read,
‘Boycott. Bad working conditions.
I’ve been fasting for 25 days,*” Chavez
said. “To make a short story shorter,
my dad drove in the entrance and
immediately out the exit.”
As a millennial himself, Chdvez
talked about how he saw millenni
als being a voice for change in today’s
day and age. Citing the 2016 election
and the policies of the current presi
dent, Chavez said now is the time
more than ever to fight for those who
have been targeted by hate.
"It’s important more than ever
that we stand united, that we orga
nize, that we mobilize and we take
action,” Chavez said. “Regardless of
the color of our skin, or regardless
of where we come from, we are each
other’s brothers’ and sisters’ keepers.”
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MILLENNIAL: Andres Chavez, grandson of Civil Rights activist, C6sar Chavez,
speak about how millennials can be the voice of change. GVL | MACKENZIE BUSH

The audience reaction was
overwhelmingly
positive
for
Chavez, and at points the room
erupted into cheers and applause
after points he made and state
ments he said. His coming to
campus also attracted those who
were fans of his grandfather.
“His way of expressing himself
was very true to the work that he
has probably already (done),” said
Margarita Solis-Deal, director of
the Dominican Center at Marywood. “So, you could tell that he
is a person of great experience and
dedicated to his grandfather’s pas

sion, but he’s creating his own as
well. He’s creating his own identity.”
Drawing from the lessons he
learned from his grandfather’s
work and through involvement
in the farm workers movement
and the experience he has gath
ered today, Chavez told the audi
ence to take a lesson from the farm
workers movement when trying to
make change of their own.
“We mast also remember what we
learned today about the farm work
ers movement,” Chivez said. “Soli
darity is paramount and that despite
our defeats, we never, ever give up.”

Sexual
Assault
Awareness
Month (SAAM) is right around the
corner. Observed during the month
of April, the annual campaign is
designed to raise public awareness
about sexual violence and to edu
cate on how to prevent it.
In observance of SAAM, vari
ous Grand Valley State Univer
sity campus organizations will be
hosting events. Eyes Wide Open,
a sexual assault peer education
group at GVSU, will be hosting
programs to support the cause.
“We are doing Sexual Assault
Awareness Week, which we do ev
ery single year, and that is part of
the longer event of the Sexual As
sault Awareness Month on campus,”
said Maddie Rhoades, student senate
vice president for diversity affairs and
treasurer of Eyes Wide Open.
The events will kick off Monday,
April 3, with an “It’s on Us” banner
signing from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. The
purpose of this is to educate stu
dents on the importance of being an
active bystander. The GVSU chap
ter of the national “It’s on Us” cam
paign promotes the message that all
Lakers are responsible for stopping
sexual misconduct on campus.
Tuesday, April 4, from 10:30 a.m.
to noon, there will be a “Q and F^ggs”
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brunch. The event will host
different speakers, who will be
discussing what the investiga
tion and legal process of a sex
ual assault incident looks like.
Following last semester’s
poetry slam, another will

ANNUAL SIGAL LECTURE TO FEATURE RENOWNED
INTERFAITH ACTIVIST
This year’s Sigal Lecture, taking place Thursday, March
30, at 7 p.m. in the DeVos Center Loosemore Auditorium,
will feature Simran Jeet Singh, a professor of religion at
Trinity University and a senior religious fellow with the
Sikh Coalition. Singh will be speaking on Islamophobia,
the radicalization of religious identities and hate crimes.
Singh will be holding an afternoon worship session on
Grand Valley State University’s Allendale Campus prior to
his lecture at the DeVos Center. For more information on
the worship session, contact Katie Gordon, program man
ager at the Kaufman Interfaith Institute, at gordonkkg)
gvsu.edu.
This event is LIB 100/201 approved.

be held Wednesday, April 5,
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. This
event is open to everyone,
and all attendees are wel
come to perform if they feel
comfortable doing so.
“It was a platform where
people could go up on stage
and kind of in a new way ex
press different occurrences

of oppression,” Rhoades said.
“This one is a little more tar
geted toward romantic vio
lence and things like that, but
obviously anyone who has felt
that sort of oppression is more
than welcome (to speak)."
Eyes Wide Open will host
their “Take Back the Night”
program Thursday, April 6.
Rhoades described this as
the biggest event the organi
zation does every year.
“Usually, one or more
speakers come in, and they
share their survivor stories, as
well as how it has empowered
them, and any other connect
ing issues they may want to
touch on," she said. “There is
usually a student on campus
who speaks out about what
they have also experienced.”
The group starts off at a
designated location on the
Allendale Campus and then
marches silently to the Cook
Carillon Tower. On their
walk back, they all make
noise to “take back the night.”
“Usually, we are carrying
signs of statistics and other
sorts of informational tools to
kind of bring awareness to what
happens around the stigma of
night,” Rhoades said.
Another campus organi
zation that will be hosting an
event for SAAM is ReACT!,
a GVSU theatre group de
signed to help prevent do
mestic violence and sexual
assault on campus.
“Every year, we kind of
have a closing event,” said
Lindsey Normington, Re
ACT! troupe member. “That’s
what this is going to be, kind
of our end-of-the-year wrap

up. We’ll do some stuff like
talking about consent, vic
tim blaming, how to be an
engaged bystander, how to
step in and change a situation
or influence a situation that
comes across as dangerous.”
Normington said they
will also talk about the
power of language and how
different words pertaining
to sex and sexual violence
mean different things de
pending on the situation.
“Having events like the
awareness month, and spe
cifically coming (to college
campuses) to talk about
these issues, is also really
important because there
are a lot of instances where
people are just uncomfort
able to talk about it in the
first place,” she said.
Rhoades stressed the im
portance of providing college
students with information
about sexual assault.
“Being able to bring (sex
ual) awareness and education
in college is kind of a pivotal
point,” she said. “At that point,
you’re free, you’re on your
own, able to develop your
own ideas. Hopefully, you are
able to be enlightened on the
issues that are around sexual
assault and be able to carry
those for the rest of your life.”
Rhoades encouraged ev
eryone on campus to look
into the events that will take
place during SAAM and to
participate in them as well.
“We can’t have an event
if no one comes and partici
pates,” she said. “There is no
point of an educational aspect
if there is no one to educate.”

restate that not only were the
slates of candidates not politi
cally affiliated, but College Re
publicans were free to endorse
whoever they wanted.
“Senate is nonpartisan,
(the) group is not running
for a specific platform or any
thing like that, and they’re not
really affiliated since there are
only three people on each of
the posters,” she said. “I will
also say we can’t limit free
speech so other people can
publish (what they want), so
if they’re not running for sen
ate, you can say T endorse ev
ery single person running?”
Sullivan also said the slate
of candidates were not endorse
by GVSU’s chapter of College
Republicans and that using the
same promotion material is not
against the election guidelines.
“There is no political affilia
tion of the slate to bring parti
san politics into this body as a
slate is composed of students
who are democratic, republican

and independents,” Sullivan
said. “Several of these members
on the slate are affiliated with
the College Republicans, (but) I
would like to remind senators,
I’m not drawing any connec
tions or causations, that several
senators on this body are affili
ated with College Democrats.”
In an email response after
the meeting, Sullivan further
explained his position about
why he posted on Facebook
and why he came to senate’s
meeting to speak to the body.
“My general thoughts were
on the discussion that some
senators didn’t quite under
stand what this group of 16 stu
dents are trying to do,” he said.
“They are not campaigning
together but simply using the
same platform and graphics to
do so across the five slates that
are running. No rules are being
broken by any of the five slates.”
Sullivan also said he did not
expect this type of response af
ter endorsing the candidates.

“I was surprised to see a
small minority group of sena
tors had a problem with me
doing so. I’m not sure why
there are senators that are up
set with the Facebook post I
made,” he said. “I am a student
just like anyone else on this
campus, and I endorse 16 can
didates for student senate. So
what? I may end up endorsing
even more candidates.
“But what I don’t respect is
a senator like Andrew Nurmi
conveying a message that I am
not allowed per the senate rules
to do so, because he’s wrong.
Sullivan also concluded
that the College Republicans
have not endorsed any one
slate or person for senate.
“Among the 5 slates I am
supporting, there are students
who are Democratic, Repub
lican, and Independent,” he
said, “but none of that matters
because all of these students
believe partisan politics has no
place in student senate.

2017 MOSAIC LECTURE TO FEATURE UM PROFES
SOR, NATIVE AMERICAN MATHEMATICIAN
The 2017 Mosaic Lecture will be given by Robert
Megginson, an Alfred F. Thurnau professor at the
University of Michigan, Wednesday, March 29, at 7:30
p.m. in Grand Valley State University’s Manitou Hall,
Room 122. He will be focusing on the mathematical and
counting system used by Native Americans and the his
torical and cultural issues this system has faced.
The Mosaic Lecture series is a celebration of different
cultures and societies and the contributions they have
made to the field of mathematics. Following Megginson’s
lecture, there will be a dessert reception. This event is LIB
100/201 approved.

GV NAMED ‘VOTER FRIENDLY CAMPUS'
Grand Valley State University has recently received the
"Voter Friendly Campus” designation from the Campus
Vote Project and the National Association of Student
Personnel Administrators. GVSU is one of 83 universities
across the country to receive the award.
The award is given to universities that planned and
administered practices on their campuses that encouraged
voter participation among students and helped students
to register to vote in the 2016 general election. During the
fall of 2016, GVSU held about 16 voter drives in an effort
to register students and broke the record for the univer
sity with the most registration applications submitted in a
single day at the secretary of state mobile unit.

TALK TO FOCUS ON SPANISH WOMEN TRAVERSING
ATLANTIC IN 18TH CENTURY

BALANCES

Author Allyson Poska will be speaking about her
newest book, "Reconsidering the Spanish Atlantic: How
Women’s Lives Reframe Spain’s Early Modern Empire,"
Monday, March 27, at 4 p.m. in Grand Valley State
University’s Holton-Hooker Learning and Living Center
Multipurpose Room.
In addition to being an author, Poska is a history pro
fessor and the director of women and gender studies at
the University of Mary Washington.
Her book talks about a Spanish plan that recruited
poor women and their families to settle a colony in
Patagonia, a region of Argentina. The book focuses on
the women’s journey across the Atlantic and the hard
ships they ran into while on the ocean.
Poska will be speaking on the book and the role of
women during imperialism in 18th-century Europe. This
event is LIB 100/201 approved.
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The other concern Nurmi
and another senator, Ethan
Schafer, reiterated was their
suspicion that the candi
dates were running on a po
litically- affiliated platform,
more specifically with the
College Republicans.
“When I’m out campaign
ing, and someone asks me if
I’m endorsed by the college
republicans, it kind of puts a
damper on the whole point of
us campaigning and not being
partisan in this whole election,”
Schafer said. “Because I feel as
though if this entire group is to
be endorsed, and they all were
to get on senate (you’re) going
to create anger (and) you’re ei
ther with this group to you’re
against this group and that’s not
what senates about, senates a
nonpartisan body?’
Fritzemeier stepped in to
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CLUES ACROSS
1.
5.
9.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17
18.
19.
20.
22.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Sections of a play
Staff musical notation
Rock TV channel
Afrikaans
Hspecially pungent pepper
Macaws
Short soloist song
largest S.A. country
Auto
Resembling a rope
Old Italian money
Arugula genus
Huskier
Pre-Roman Europeans
Metal shackles
Arabian overgarments
University of Dayton
Member of U.S. Navy
building battalion
31. Inflexible
33. Ancient Persian provincial
governor

34.
35.
36.
39.
40.
42.
43.
44.
46.
47.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.

Article
Fallow deer
Barefaced
Small African antelope
I^ower leg protectors
Poisonous hemlock alkaloid
(alt. sp.)
Noah-like ships
Arabic word for miracle/sign
Social insect
Bast fibers come from it
l^arly TV comedian Imogene
Sheltered side
Stain for studying cell
structures
Robin's Friar
Contribute to
Glowing sign gas
Greek portico

CLUES DOWN
1. Oil obtained from flowers
2. Chocolate alternative
3. Formosan capital
4. Dragon killer
5. Trout-like fish (alt. sp.)
6. Ms. Minelli
7. NY Quarterback t_Manning
8. Folder storage
9. Sunspots
10. Nerve pathways
11. Spanish units of length
13. Snouts out
16. Restricts vision
21. Pear-shaped medieval fiddle
23. Writing implement
28. Tree juice

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
43.
45.
48

Spanish be
Reversion
Metrical units
6th note
I.ike sn angel In goodness
Spoke in a monotone
Old_____ bucket
Responds to
Trial run
34470
Crease between leg
and abdomen
, and Venretti
Ro
Maori war dance
Work the soil
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GC Circle K International to host
Disney-themed Murder Myster Dinner
BY TYLEE BUSH
TBUSHfcOLANTHORN.COM

The Grand Valley State
University Circle K Interna
tional organization, an affili
ate of Kiwanis International,
will be hosting its third an
nual Disney-themed Murder
Mystery Dinner Thursday,
March 30, from 6:30 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m. in the Alumni
House and Visitor Center.
The cost to attend is $12
per person, which covers
both dinner and admission.
Ihe event is semi-formal, but
students are encouraged to
dress up in anything fun, for
mal and/or Disney-themed.
“You’ll never attend an
event quite like GVSU Circle
K’s all-student-run Murder
Mystery Dinner,” said Audrey
Kahler, president of Circle K.
Kahler spent one year in
the club as a student, then
served as the public relations
director chair and ran dis

trict social media. Now, she
relishes her role as president.
“I have had an amazing
time and wouldn’t trade being a
member for anything,” she said.
Chapters of Circle K can
be found in 17 different
countries around the globe,
and the organization con
tains approximately 14,000
members all over the world.
“Circle K International
is the world’s largest col
legiate student-led service
organization,” Kahler said.
She said one of the high
lights of being involved in the
group was that it allowed stu
dents “to be involved in campus
and get our service hours.”
Alexandra Breen, trea
surer of Circle K and head
of the fundraising commit
tee, shares Kahler’s enthusi
asm for the organization.
“We all just legitimately
have a lot of fun helping those
in our community and giving
our time to these organizations
we volunteer at,” Breen said.

Circle Ks Murder Mystery
Dinner is the organization’s
largest fundraiser. Ihe money
raised at this annual event en
ables the club members to do
everything they do in the com
munity, since they are a dona
tion-based organization.
“We are a fairly small
club, but we want to change
that,” Breen said.
The hope is that this event
will help the organization
earn more funds so Circle K
can give back to the commu
nity and serve in more ways
than it has before.
Kahler said “attendees
can expect a fun, Disneythemed, interactive dinner
party” at the event.
And the event is not just
for GVSU students. In
stead, she said the goal was
to foster “fellowship and
relationship creation.”
“Each attendee gets to select
a Disney character to play, and
throughout the night they get
to interact with other charac

ters to figure out who the mur
derer is,” Kahler said. “Each
character has a backstory and
clues to help point them and
the other attendees in the direc
tion of finding out the culprit.”
Additionally, there will be
a prize for the winner, photo
booths to take pictures, cos
tumes and plenty of food

Kahler encourages both
students and faculty to
come and support Circle
K, GVSU and the greater
Grand Rapids community.
“Students and faculty
should attend to enjoy a
stress-free night out at our
magic- and mystery-filled
dinner party,” Kahler said.

Breen also said it would
be an evening full of fun
for all attendees.
“The committee and I have
been meeting for the past
month-and-a-half to make
sure we get this dinner ready so
it can be a great time for anyone
who attends,” Breen said.

DONATIONS: Attendees gather at the 48 West Theatre for the 2016 Murder Mystery Party Friday, April
1, 2016. The Murder Mystery Dinner is the organization's largest fundraiser. COURTESY | GVSU CIRCLE K

LECTURE

Looking at the relationship between music and sociology
Notre Dame professor discusses ‘cultural objects as prisims’
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADYa--LANTHORN.COM

SYMBOLISM: Omar Lizardo, a professor of sociology at the Univer
sity of Notre Dame, spoke Friday, March 24. gvl I meghan mcbrady

What makes people enjoy
their favorite genre of music?
Is it because of the melody or
artist, or is it because of gen
der, race or even their age?
Omar Lizardo, a pro
fessor of sociology at the
University of Notre Dame,
spoke Friday, March 24, at
the P. Douglas Kindschi
Hall of Science about why
music is a significant topic
in sociology.
Addressing over 50 mem
bers of the Grand Valley State
University community for
“Cultural Objects as Prisms:
Perceived Audience Compo
sition of Musical Genres as a
Resource for Symbolic Exclu
sion,” Lizardo explored why

individuals from different so
cial groups dislike and/or like
certain musical genres.
“The topic that I’m going
to talk about is taste, which
is one of the areas that I focus
on,” he said. “In terms of how
sociologists kind of enter this
field, right, they kind of have to
provide an answer that is some
times a little different from the
(standard) answer right here.”
Joel Stillerman, a sociology
professor at GVSU, introduced
Lizardo at the Friday event. He
said Lizardo’s research in cogni
tive science, social psychology
and cultural sociology demon
strates how “he is a very, very
accomplished scholar.”
“He is very curious about
a lot of different areas in our
discipline,” he said. “We tend
to gear toward (very) evi
dence-based or kind of em

pirical research or all theory.
He’s someone that’s done a
lot of theory and empirical
articles, and that’s kind of an
interesting combination.”
Touching upon how social
features in music are con
nected to perception of ob
ject and group linkage—like
heavy metal music is associ
ated with males and blues
music is associated with Af
rican-Americans—Lizardo
said cultural objectification
deals with meaning.
With an emphasis on
what cultural likes and dis
likes reveal in music, Liz
ardo discussed qualitative
and relational features.
Qualitative features em
phasize the “why” and “how”
of decision-making. Relational
features stress the social ties, in
teractions and conversations in

an individual’s daily life.
With music, if an indi
vidual responds to qualita
tive features, Lizardo said,
then the likes and dislikes
reveal personal preferences.
In contrast, when an indi
vidual responds to relational
features with music, the likes
and dislikes will reveal exclu
sion or inclusion and divi
sions iq.“social spaces.”
“Relational features might
be like connections; U>. tfie
audience that it has,” Lizar
do said. “Social (relational)
features of objects matter in
terms of what they mean and
with the information that we
have but also look at how we
engage over time.”
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ENVIRONMENT

‘Our energy future’
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSERfqLA N THORN. COM

The human race has burned
half of the world’s fossil fuel
supply in 200 years. Eventually,
fossil fuels will run out, and hu
manity will have to find anoth
er source of energy to provide
electricity: /George McBane, a
chemistry professor at Grand
Valley State University, said
there are few sources of energy
that are sustainable in that they
will likely “outlive our species,”
the main one being the sun.
Thomas
Me^er,
who
works on trying to make sunbased energy applicable and
a reliable alternative Energy
source to fossil fuels, spoke
to GVSU students Thursday,
March 23, about how he has
tried to achieve that.
Meyer is a distinguished

professor of chemistry from
the University of North Car
olina at Chapel Hill. He was
invited to speak under the
Arnold C. Ott Lectureship
in Chetnistry about the big
gest technical problems that
inhibit clean, sustainable en
ergy sources from overtaking
fossil fuels. His lecture was ti
tled “Our Energy Future. Sci
ence and Technology Chal
lenges of the 21st Century.”
In 2017, energy contin
ues to have a major impact
on our lives. Energy makes
up seven to 10 percent of
the cost of living and seven
percent of trade worldwide.
A lot of daily activities in de
veloped countries involve the
use of energy, where most of
it comes from petroleum.
Meyer’s work has mainly
been concentrated on finding

Grand ValleyDentlstry
Something to Srrxlo Abo»it

Lance W.
Dehne D.D.S
it
.* ‘
httpy/VYWw.allendaledentlst.corr,/'

616.895.7400

a way to capture solar energy
and store it to be used later.
Currently, solar energy that
is generated by solar panels
must be used right away, or
else it goes away. He talked
to students about his work in
making solar energy practi
cal in that way and what has
come out of that. He said
installing solar panels on
rooftops is a great early way
to start using solar energy,
as the cost for having solar
farms is going down.
With fossil fuels being eaten
up quickly, eventually the cost
of petroleum will be greater
than or equal to the cost of oth
er alternative energy sources.
Meyer put an emphasis on how
the world should flip the cur
rent status quo on energy, from
basing all our energy needs on
petroleum to basing them on

Chemistry professor talks
about alternative to fossil fuels

sustainable energy.
In his lecture, Meyer talk
ed about many different ener
gy options and their pros and
cons. He called on the U.S. to
establish a “smart grid” that
would connect all major pow
er cores to maximize their
use. He said it’s important to
utilize all forms of energy but
to have a focus on sustainable
energy because it’s cost effi
cient in the long run and bet
ter for the environment.
He said the need to switch
to sustainable energy re
sources is important for the
environment. The year 2016
was declared by NASA to be
the hottest year on record,
and sea levels are also higher
than they have ever been.
“Overwhelming evidence
points to human-created
climate change with signifi

cant costs and extraordinary
risks to society and natural
systems,” Meyer said.
Meyer held another event
the following day Friday,

SOLAR SCIENCE: Thomas Meyer speaks to the audience about
switching to more sustainable energy sources. GVL I LUKE holmes
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By Taylor Scholtens

A test of
maturity

No mine!

Constructive conversation is better
than aggressive confrontation
here are more than rules. It’s important to keep
7 billion people asking questions and hold
in the world, 318 ing those in leadership roles
million people in responsible, but it’s also
the U.S., almost 10 important
mil
to practice con
lion people in Michigan structive conversation. A
and over 25,000 students at lot of times, it’s easy to jump
Grand Valley State Univer to conclusions instead of
sity. Even though we West- talking it out like adults.
siders are known for our
When we leave college
friendly faces and Laker and join the professional
pride, the truth of the mat world, a crucial skill we
ter is that we are not all go need to have is how to in
ing to like each other.
teract with people we agree
From political views and with and people we don’t.
religious affiliations to what Whether that comes about
pizza toppings belong on a from a disagreement with a
pizza, there’s a lot for us to boss or a coworker, we have
argue about. However, the to know how to approach
way we go about discussing difficult confrontations.
opposing views is where the
A lot of times, we see
true test of maturity lies. It’s headlines talking about
easy to yell back and forth, tasteless arguments be
it’s much harder to have an tween people in politics.
in depth and educational From false accusations
to personal attacks, we
conversation.
At a recent GVSU stu should look to these in
dent senate general as stances as a learning ex
sembly meeting, an is perience. We are the next
sue regarding the details generation of leaders, of
of voting policies was political
representatives
brought up. After delibera and professional bosses
tion and discussion as well so it is up to us to set our
as a detailed look at the selves up for success now.
rules themselves, the sen
All this said, there are
ate was able to decide that times where further action
no further disciplinary ac is necessary. If you ever feel
tion was needed.
as though you are witness
We want to commend ing something blatantly un
the student senate, specifi fair or unjust, it is important
cally members of the elec- to report these instances to
tion committee,
the proper authority.
they handled an uncom
So continue to think
fortable situation. The dis^ critically and comprehencussion at general assembly Sively. We rove our Laker
included public comment, community and it’s up to us
discussion from the student to make sure that we con
body and a true example of tinue to uphold the GVSU
questioning a critical set of standard in all aspects.

No mine is better!

Guys, they're all great!

T
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The basics of respect

BY KELLY SMITH
EDITORIAL@LAN THORN. COM

In my free time, I often
watch Youtubers like Markiplier and Jacksepticeye because it
helps me relieve stress and get
a good laugh sometimes. One
day, I noticed that Markiplier
had recently posted a video
talking about respect in soci
ety, not any certain kind of re
spect, but a very basic respect
for others, which he notes is
being lost in today’s society.
In the video, simply titled
RESPECT, he says, “.. .people
have an automatic tendency
to assume that if someone is

disagreeing with someone,
they are their enemy, and
they’re inherently bad and
they should be fought. But you
can disagree with someone
and still respect them.” Strong
words, Mark.
I’m won’t act like I’ve never
treated someone unfairly. I’m
sure we all have at some point.
We say things we shouldn’t, we
do things we shouldn’t, we feel
things shouldn’t, and it often
ends up affecting someone else
in a negative way. As an intro
vert, I don’t go out too much,
but when I am spending time
with friends or family, I like
to apply a sense of humor to
the conversation to help keep
the mood light and enjoyable.
Unfortunately, there have
been times where that sense
of humor has gone a little too
far and I have to take step back
and re-examine my humor.
Unfortunately, not every
example is as minor. There’s
examples of stereotypes,
racism, and slander every
where. Despite segregation
no longer being allowed, it

still happens everywhere. My
grandmother brought this
up to me a few times, saying
how it seems it’s getting even
worse in some areas.
And it’s not just race. Eth
nicity is another big example.
Have you seen the video of the
man who was removed from
a kindergarten concert for
shouting “English only! USA!”
when the Spanish transla
tor got up? What about the
one with the older woman at
I HOP who basically accused a
Spanish-speaking mother and
son as being acquainted with
some kind of Spanish Nazism?
And these just involve Spanishspeakers! There’s still a whole
world to stereotype!
But this isn’t just another
anti-stereotype or anti-judging
message you’ve heard many
times. I’m branching off of
Markiplier’s point. We’re all
human, and we all do stupid
things sometimes. When we
have an opinion or thought
about something, it’s easy to
be defensive about it and view
anyone who thinks differently

as an opponent, and we decide
that it’s time for a competi
tion to see who’s smart and
who’s stupid. No. In the case of
opinionated matters, someone
else having a different thought
or suggestion of their own
doesn’t warrant any aggression
on your part.
But even in non-opinion
matters, where someone
actually is right or wrong, the
person who is wrong should
still be respected, because
we’re all right and wrong
at times. When we correct
someone, it should be for the
sake of correction, not just so
we can gloat in the fact that
we’re right. And I know from
personal experience that that
can be difficult sometimes.
People are people, just
as you are, and that doesn’t
change just because they say
or do something that you don’t
like or agree with. Regardless
of how they affect you, they
should still be treated with a
firm respect, not only as anoth
er college student, but simply
as a fellow human being.
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BY DANIELLE ZUKOWSKI
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community(S)lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

In the rush of a college
week, cooking may be replaced
with eating out, which often
times means a lot of plastic
waste. The biggest offender
seems to be the straw, as it
seems to appear even when
dining in. Then it appears
again on campus, bus stations,
woods and beaches. Clean up
programs run by non-profit
organizations such as Take 3
name these straws as one of the
most commonly found items.
Their lifespan does not end
ever so magically once we leave
the table. In fact, the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric
Association’s (NOAA) Marine
Debris Program is spreading
awareness that these plastics
degrade into minuscule pieces
of microplastic, which are then
swallowed by marine animals,
and potentially inland animals
although not mentioned.
Animals may continue to be
affected by a straw we use long
past our own life.
Okay, that may be true for
straws used at restaurants, but
on Grand Valley State Univer
sity’s campus, we use guilt-free
compostable... so it’s fine,
right? Well, NOAA actually re
ports that “bio-based and truly
biodegradable plastics break
down in a compost pile or
landfill, but are generally not
designed to degrade as quickly
in the ocean.” Although we
are of course not near any
ocean, Michigan is home to
Great Lakes as well as over
11,000 inland lakes according
to the Department of Natural
Resources. GVSU happens to
lie on the banks of the Grand
River, Michigan’s longest river,
which feeds into Lake Michi

EDITORIAL(®L ANTHORN.COM

acts through example, others
may be encouraged as well.
The three main ways to
individually attack the issue of
plastic straw pollution are to
refuse, replace or reduce. The
best change is to say no to the
straw entirely by asking servers
for “no straw” when ordering
drinks, though sometimes this
request is forgotten, but that’s
okay because it is a learning
process to the goal of reduc
tion. Some really feel a straw is
necessary; in this case look for
a reusable option from com
panies such as Glass Dharma
and Life Without Plastic. The
three most popular alterna
tives I have found are stainless
steel, glass, and bamboo, which
are all more durable and long
lasting than plastic. For those
of you who are reluctant or
discouraged, consider making
goals of reduction. Perhaps,
only use straws for take out
when afraid of car spillage or
only for smoothies and milk
shakes. The first step is simply
to become conscious of the
issue. After that, decide which,
if any, action is right for you.
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Have you ever used the free
speech zones at GV?

Do you think it’s important
to question student
leadership?

“As a journalist, the details
always tell the stories.”
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DO YOU THINK IT’S IMPORTANT TO QUESTION STUDENT LEADERSHIP?

LENONARDO DOMINGUEZ

JORDAN SHETZLEY

“I think it’s important to question them to help
improve the GV environment.”

"It's absolutely important to question leadership.
If we don’t question them, how are they going
to grow?"
YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Speech language pathology and American

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Human resources
HOMETOWN: Frankenmuth, Michigan

HOMETOWN: Farmington Hills, Michigan

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.

gan. And if you remember
middle school geography,
the Great Lakes feed into one
another then into the St. Law
rence River and ultimately into
the Atlantic Ocean. Although
a straw is unlikely to make that
whole journey, it is important
to be aware of the intercon
nectivity of the water system
and how the accumulation
of waste can have a larger envi
ronmental effect.
In addition to the issue of
difficulty degrading in water,
these compostable straws are
still single use. Disposable cul
ture is something that sustain
ability movements are trying to
move away from. Non-profits
like Straw Free are targeting
plastic straws specifically. In
order to make a significant en
vironmental impact, we need
big changes from organiza
tions, businesses, and govern
ment, but individuals can start
making a change within their
circle of influence. This will
still be influential, although in
a small amount, because each
action adds into the collective
effect. Also, when one person

Sign Language interpretation

KELLY HOFFMAN

EMILY GLASER

“It's important to question any form of leadership,
especially if they're in charge of a big group of people"

"It’s important to know what our leaders are
doing and making sure they do things for the
right reasons.’’

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Political science
HOMETOWN: Petosky, Michigan

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Special education
HOMETOWN: Rochester, Michigan

k

• ♦

♦

♦ ♦ ♦

MARCH 27, 2017

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
^0 (aGVLNEWS

NEWS | A5

AUTHOR VISIT

Community Reading Project lecturer
discusses political, social divides in US
BY MEGAN WEBSTER
MWEBSTER@LANTHORN.COM

Anand Giridharadas, a
prolific journalist and author

of “The True American: Mur
der and Mercy in Texas,” gave
a speech at Grand Valley State
University in the Kirkhof Cen
ter Grand River Room about

JOURNALIST: Anand Giridharadas. author of The True American,
talks about his book to a group at GVSU. gvl I hannah zajac

his nonfiction book. Using
“True American,” he connect
ed the aftermath of Sept. 11
with the current turmoil and
unrest in the United States.
Giridharadas took the
stage Thursday, March 23,
and began his speech by stat
ing a very simple question.
“Where are you from?” he
asked. “That’s how our story
begins tonight. It’s a true story,
beginning with a question
many of us have answered
1,000 times in our life. Some
of us have answered our hap
py circumstances, some of us
have answered knowing there
was a little bit of menace or
doubt from the question.”
Giridharadas said when he
interviewed Rais Bhuiyan, an
immigrant from Bangladesh
whose story is told in “True
American,” Bhuiyan shared
with him that after he was
shot, he was given many sec
ond chances to rebuild his life
here in the U.S., yet he couldn’t
feel anything but troubled
when he noticed the unbal
ance that was presenting itself

on the streets of Dallas.
“He was shocked,” Giridha
radas said. “There were preg
nant women walking home
on the highway in Dallas’ 100plus degree heat because no
one would give them a ride,
and he thought to himself, ‘I
just got here. I was shot in the
face, but people have helped
me, people have taken care of
me and there are people who
have lived here their whole
lives and, for reasons that are
invisible to me, they are caught
in some web where they have
no one, they have no resourc
es, they have no family that
will help them.’ He came from
one of the poorest countries,
but he saw them as being poor
in a way that no economists’
model can explain.”
Using this moment in his
speech as a gateway, Giridha
radas said this moment was
reflective of today’s society,
a time when the wealthiest
people in the U.S., who have
the most control and the least
amount of vulnerability, are
using their power and money

to control the bottom half of
the population. Still, Girid
haradas didn’t fail to mention
that those higher-ups in the
society which they control are
not immune to the inevitable
consequences of their actions.
“Here we are in this mo
ment where we are waking up
the fortunate half of this coun
try to the reality that we did not
hear the unfortunate half of this
country for a good 35 years,”
Giridharadas said, “and are
now paying the price that any
society pays when it does not
listen to a very large number of
people who were complaining
for a very long time.”
He also said his novel was
originally written in a time
of racial hate after the worst
attack on U.S. soil since
World War II and that it is
just as relevant today.
“I started writing the book
that summer (of 2011,10 years
after Bhuiyan’s assault), and
the book came out in 2014,”
Giridharadas said. “Here we
are, 2017, 16 years from that
fearful moment of hate crimes

and fear and anger in the air,
right back in another moment
like that, a moment this time
not stroked by terrorists but by
our own leaders.
“Here we are, once again
in a moment when the ques
tion of ‘who is an Ameri
can?’ and ‘what is an Ameri
can?’ is as contested as it has
ever been in my lifetime.”
Giridharadas said the peo
ple of the U.S. tend to look
down at lower classes to point
fingers of blame and mistrust
when in reality, they should
be turning our neck upwards
to direct our hate. By high
lighting the vulnerable state
the U.S. has found itself in, he
said there are consequences
to this action. Giridharadas
also pointed out that outside
forces—more specifically, Rus
sian intelligence—were able to
manipulate the people of the
U.S. during the 2016 election
as a result of this vulnerability.
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Using poetry to talk about mental illness
‘OCD’ author Neil Hilborn to visit campus
BY DESTINY JONES
DJONES@L A N THORN. COM

In an effort to continue the
spread of mental health aware
ness, the Grand Valley State
University chapter of To Write
Love on Her Arms has invited
Neil Hilborn to campus.
Hilborn, the author of “Our
Numbered Days,” is a poet
who gained popularity after
his 2013 slam poem “OCD”
went viral. The poem tells a
story of living with a mental
illness and falling in love. As
of today, the video of Hilborn
reading the poem has gained
more than 12 million views,
making it the most-viewed
slam poem on YouTube.
Hilborn will be on cam
pus Friday, March 31, from
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Mary
Idema Pew Library Learning
and Information Commons
Multipurpose Room.

“We’re all about service and
advocacy for mental health
awareness,” said Regina Ro
lando, president of To Write
Love on Her Arms. She said it
did not take a lot for the club
members to figure out they
wanted Hilborn to come to
campus because he has been a
voice for mental health.
“Neil Hilborn is really an
activist for raising awareness
for mental health,” Rolando
said. “His ‘OCD’ poem was
so beautifully written, and
a lot of his poetry revolves
around mental health and
living with it and interacting
with other people with it.”
Hilborn holds the title of
being a College National Po
etry Slam champion. In 2011,
he graduated from Macalester
College with honors. He was
a member of the Minneapolis
adult National Poetry Slam
team in 2011, which came in
fifth place out of a total of 80

teams. Since his poem “OCD”
went viral, Hilborn has been
featured on NPR, The Huffington Post, Upworthy and
other news outlets.
Some students are ex
cited for Hilborn to make a
visit to campus, as many of
them feel they can relate to
him and his poetry.
“I’m going because I think
poetry is one of the most pow
erful ways to discuss politics,
and I think Neil Hilborn does
an amazing job of discussing
disability in his poem about
OCD,” said Maya Grant, a
GVSU student. “His work
moves people.”
Carly
Aller,
another
GVSU student, thinks Hilborn’s readings resonate with
his listeners on a deep level.
“Neil Hilborn is able to pres
ent information in a nontraditional way,” she said. “Not only
is his performance entertaining
but meaningful and relatable.

This type of information deliv
ery can reach people on anoth
er level that feels real and makes
the content important.”
Kelsey Fraser, a coach for
GVSU CUPSI, a slam poetry
group, is also attending the
event. She has a personal con
nection with Hilborn, as she
had the chance to Skype him
last year as a part of a mentor
ing package provided through
a Button Poetry fundraiser.
“Neil’s performances are
profoundly
life-changing,”
Fraser said. “He approaches
the world with an honest,
open attitude that allows oth
ers to relate to him and also
acknowledge their own needs
and issues. I firmly believe
that everyone can write po
etry, and those who attend
this event will find themselves
inspired in ways they didn’t
know they could be.”
To Write Love on Her
Arms is a non-profit organi

FAMOUS: Slam poet Neil Hilborn performs spoken word poetry in
the Nebraska Union Auditorium. COURTESY I CONNOR rodenbaugh

zation here on campus that is
dedicated to presenting hope
and finding help for people
struggling with depression,
addiction, self-injury and sui
cide. The group’s mission is
to help those in need by en
couraging, informing, inspir
ing and investing directly into
treatment and recovery.
Rolando said she thought

inviting Hilborn to campus
could open a door to more in
teractions about mental illness.
“The idea that hope is
real and telling your story
is important,” she said. “We
kind of like to destigmatize
mental illness and make it
easy to talk about in our cul
ture, in our community.

GOVERNANCE

Highlights from student senate’s meeting
BY JESS HODGE
ASSOCIA TE@LANTHORN.COM

At close to three hours long,
Grand Valley State University’s
student senate meeting was
chalk full of eventful discus
sions, awards and resolutions.
In addition to their discus
sion about election guidelines,
here are some other highlights
during their Thursday, March
23, general assembly meeting:

HERO: Trevor Fairfield (far
right) poses, gvl | jess hodge

• Trevor Fairfield and (arret
Basset were honored and
recognized for their heroic
actions after saving a woman
from a head-on car crash.
Fairfield and Basset are first
year GVSU students who
were traveling down lake
Michigan Drive when they
witnessed a car crash that
resulted in a woman becom
ing trapped in her car as it
started to bum. The room
mates pried her door open
and pulled her out of her
car, which authorities said
saved her life. The students
were presented with an
award from GVSU President

Thomas Haas and student
senate president Ella Fritzemeier. Senate also passed a
resolution to honor their he
roic work.
• The budget for next year was
discussed. There will also be
another opportunity for dis
cussion at next week’s meet
ing taking place Thursday,
March 30, where voting will
also take place. Senators talk
ed and voiced their concerns
about the cut to the student
senate and performing arts
budgets, and the additions to
the media budget.

• Jen Hsu-Bishop, director of
the LGBT Center at GVSU,
spoke about updates from
the center and the climate
toward LGBTQ people on
campus. Hsu-Bishop said
GVSU is in the works of try
ing to help students use pre
ferred names and pronouns
over their legal names.
• Student senate passed a res
olution supporting the Fall
Break. It will be given to
administration for them to
consider implementing it.

• Tom Butcher, GVSU s univer
sity counsel, game to talk to
the senators. He talked about
the new free speech policies
that were implemented at
GVSU after a federal lawsuit
with two students.
• Fritzemeier was awarded the
President Emeritus Award
by Haas and dean of students
Eileen Sullivan for her out
standing work at GVSU and
her dedication to student
senate.

EMERITUS: Ella Fritzemeier with
her award. GVL | JESS HODGE

LISTENING: Student senators during their meeting Thursday. March
23. They had multiple resolutions on the table GYi. I JESS HODGE

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to discover
something pertaining to sight.
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ARTS AT A GLANCE
..................mi.......
NIHILISM AND THE SELF
Grand Valley State University affiliate professor of phi
losophy Jeffrey Byrnes continues the ongoing lecture series
"Back to Basics: The Liberal Arts and Sciences as Common
Ground for Meaningful Engagement" Tuesday, March
28 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Grand Rapids Press
Auditorium in the Eberhard Center on the Pew Campus.
Back to Basics features several lectures given by
GVSU faculty members in the liberal arts and sci
ences on current events and cultural issues. All talks
are followed with a group discuss to answer any
lingering questions attendees may have.

BIKE MAINTENANCE 101: THE TUNE-UP
With spring right around the corner, cycling en
thusiasts are bringing their bikes out of storage. The
bike shop staff at Grand Valley State University will be
facilitating a crash course on necessary bike mainte
nance Wednesday, March 29 from 5:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
in the Laker Village South Community Center on the
Allendale Campus. Riders will learn how to increase the
lifespan of their bikes, accumulate tips on how to keep
their bikes safe and reliable and learn basic tune-up
techniques on cleaning, adjusting and lubricating bikes.
A bike is not required to attend this free workshop.

DIGITAL STUDIES MAJOR SEEKING CONTESTANT
ENTRIES
Before launching the new Design Studies major at
Grand Valley State University, the university is encourag
ing students to enter into a poster design contest.
The new major will look at exploration and analysis of the
ways that data and modern technologies are uses and how
they can be applied in a creative way. The posters submitted
must include the website (www.gvsu.edu/ds), must be an
original design and must be compatible with an 11X17 page.
The major will be available to students fall 2017 and will
be within the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies.
Visit, www.gvsu.edu/ds/ for more information and
complete competition guidelines.
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5 GV art students collaborate
1 I y 11
on senior design exhibition
BY KATE BRANUM
ARTS@LANTHORN.COM

Collaboration and diversity
are the driving forces behind
a new, multi-themed exhibi
tion produced by seven closeknit graphic design students at
Grand Valley State University.
Align: Ihe Show will be on
display from Monday, April 3,
to I hursday, April 6, in the Stu
art B. and Barbara H. Padnos
Student Art and Design Gal
lery in the Calder Arts Center
on the Allendale Campus.
By combining forces, Chase
Hasper, Ashley Van Dyke, Jake
Luettke, Jordinn West, Grant
Mortenson, Josh Ford and Ali
Gillman have created Align
to showcase their best work.
Each artist drew inspiration
from different personal inter
ests and concepts, resulting
in a unique array of visuallyinteresting and diverse pieces.
Hasper’s love for cooking
began in early childhood and
served as the incentive for
his body of graphic work. He
created “tis,” a modern-style
restaurant featuring a newage menu of unique dishes
produced through molecular
gastronomy, which involves
the manipulation of ingredi

ents to add interesting tex
tures and flavors.
Van Dyke sought to create
a light-hearted company that
reflected her personal style,
charm and firm belief that a
fun pair of socks can brighten
anyone’s day. Her work, called
“Heart & Sole,” is a sock com
pany that follows a “buy one,
give one” trend, meaning with
the purchase of a pair of “Heart
& Sole” socks, another pair will
be sent to a child in the hospital.
“My inspiration came from
a job interview I had,” Van
Dyke said. “They told me that
my personality was way more
fun and comical than my pre
vious class work had (shown),
and said that I should branch
out and have that light and airy
feel to showcase my design.”
Luettke used his long-time
passion for disc golf to create
“Altitude Discs,” an executive
disc golf company that part
ners with school districts and
universities around the world,
allowing students to register
in Altitude-sponsored disc
golf tournaments and leagues.
“Altitude Discs” reflects his
desire to design discs with a
modern, clean aesthetic.
“I would like viewers to see
and understand how high-per

formance design affects their
everyday lives,” Luettke said.
West’s four-year journey
through the art department
sparked an interest in incor
porating color and illustration
into her design work She chose
to produce a series of illustra
tions based off of popular films,
resulting in “Sequel Paper +
Supply Co.” a stationery com
pany that offers paper goods
and merchandise reflecting vi
brant, vector-art scenes of vari
ous must-see movies.
“My intention with this
project is to bring a variety
of genres and fandoms to
gether under a similar aes

thetic, uniting various forms
of artistic expression into one
cohesive group of appealing
paper goods,” West said.
Ford has had a fascination
with space for as long as he can
remember. His project takes
viewers on a trip through the
galaxy to a Mars-based city he
created called “Dawn.” Ford’s
science fiction-themed design
work touches on the idea that
Earth is on the decline and
promotes “Dawn” as a futur
istic, newly-built city ready
for inhabitants.

LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

ART: (Left to right) Chase Hasper, Jake Luettke, Josh Ford, Ashley Van
Dyke, Jordinn West, Grant Mortenson, Ali Gillman. GVL | chase hasper

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

school piano day
BY SIDNEY SELVIG
SELVIGS@LANTHORN.COM

Almost everyone enjoys
music, whether by listen
ing to it, singing or playing
an instrument. Music is a
language that creates strong
feelings and develops lasting
memories. Events and pro
grams driven by music play a
large role in the community
at Grand Valley State Uni
versity, and help shape abili

ties and character for current
and future students. Among
these events is GVSU High
School Piano Day.
High School Piano Day
will take place Friday, March
31, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the
Performing Arts Center on the
Allendale Campus.
Piano teachers from the
Michigan Music Teachers
Association received invita
tions for their students to par
ticipate in GVSU High School

Piano Day. This year, 21 stu
dents from high schools all
around Michigan are signed
up; five of these students will
be in the final concert and
perform a piano duet or trio.
Event coordinator Sookkyung Cho, who recently ac
cepted a position as assistant
professor of piano and artist
performer at GVSU, plans
on bringing her expres
sionist style to High School
Piano Day to ensure involve

ment with her students.
“For college students, it’s
important to know what’s
happening outside of your
college bubble,” Cho said.
“Life is happening very
quickly and as a university
we have this commitment to
serve our future students.”
Cho holds a master of mu
sic degree from Peabody as
well as bachelor of music and
doctor of musical arts degrees
from Juilliard, where she was
honored with the John Erskine Graduation Prize.
GVSU High School Piano
Day offers young minds an op
portunity to take full advantage
of learning and performing
opportunities available both
on campus and in the greater
Grand Rapids community. This
event also provides a chance for
participants to explore various
college degree options, musi
cal career options and different
ways to keep piano a part of
one’s life without pursuing it as
a profession.
High school students will
start off the day with a compli
mentary breakfast buffet and
various activities with fellow
college students.
“I think it is important in
this age of cell phones and

talking to the media all the
time,” Cho said. “It would be
nice to get the community
together with college students
and fellow high schoolers.”
Throughout the day, par
ticipants with get to ask col
lege students questions in a
panel, accompany faculty in
sight-reading, collaborative
playing and piano pedagogy.
One of the faculty mem
bers who take part in teaching
piano and sight reading for the
event is Helen Marlais, who
has a piano pedagogy certifi
cation in place through GVSU
for those who are interested
and focused on piano teach
ing. Marlias has been recog
nized throughout the United
States and overseas for her
pedagogical expertise and her

collaborative performances.
A certain goal of High
School Piano Day is to teach
students to be a better accom
panist and collaborator.
“1 think the significant
part to this event is visibil
ity,” said Marlais. “We need
to show the community what
the GVSU music department
has to offer to students.”
Music has the capacity
to teach people things about
themselves, other cultures and
other periods of history: it con
tains infinite possibilities, like
an ever-expanding universe
with mystical qualities.
Even if students don’t plan
on majoring in music, they are
still encouraged to come and
find out what’s available during
GVSU High .School Piano Day.

MUSIC: Students practice at High School Piano Day last year. This
year's event will be Friday, March 31. courtesy | caitlin cusack

EMERGING ARTISTS

Michigan Collegiate Art Exhibition
set to feature GV student artwork
BY CARMEN SMITH
CSMI TH@LA N THORN. COM

Grand Valley State Univer
sity art students Jillian Thomp
son, Gina Pisto and Betsy
Vollmar had their best work
showcased in the 2017 Michi
gan Collegiate Art Exhibition.
The exhibition debuted on
March 1 and will be open free
to the public until March 28

WORK: Example of student art.
COURTESY | BETSY VOLLMAR

at the Lansing Gallery in Lan
sing, Michigan. Gallery hours
are Tuesday through Friday
from 11a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sat
urday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Michigan Collegiate
Art Exhibition is a competitive
exhibition that allows student
artists to showcase their work
alongside students from other
universities. The exhibition
provides ample opportunities
for networking and challenging
conceptual capabilities.
Eight colleges are repre
sented at the exhibition, in
cluding: Alma College, Albion
College, Central Michigan
University, College for Cre
ative Studies, GVSU, Kendall
College of Art and Design,
Michigan State University and
Western Michigan University.
Thompson, Pisto and Vollmar
are three of 30 students select
ed to submit their work
“I did it because a lot
of people don’t know that
Grand Valley has an art
program. People are more
aware of schools like CCS
and Kendall,” Thompson
said. “So, it’s cool that the
three of us got in."
Both Vollmar and Pisto
have a focus in ceramics and
chose pieces from larger bod

ies of work they’ve previously
created. Vollmar’s work fo
cuses on the relationship with
humans and minerals and
says that she is coming into
her own with her work and is
feeling more confident with
exhibiting her work and ap
plying to competitive shows.
“It is an honor to be consid
ered and accepted to a show,”
Vollmar said. “Exhibiting to
an audience is encouraging
because it allows me to put my
work out there and network
with emerging artists.”
Pisto’s work exemplifies her
love of animals and her disdain
for the mistreatment and ex
ploitation of them. She says that
clay is a vehicle for creating a
narrative about the sources and
results of this systematic abuse.
“My favorite aspect of
making is continuously prob
lem-solving and attempt
ing to find creative solutions
for the obstacles I face when
making my work, “Pisto said.
T am always trying to find the
most efficient way to make
objects, as well as the most ef
fective means of showing my
ideas to my audience.

LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
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FORMER GVSU FOOTBALL
PLAYER TIM LELITO SIGNS
WITH TENNESSEE TITANS
After four seasons with the
New Orleans Saints, Grand Valley
State alum Tim Lelito signed with
the Tennessee Titans after his
stint on the free agent market.
Lelito met with the Detroit Lions
the previous week before signing
with the Titans.
Lelito will join a Titans' of
fensive line that was ranked No.
1 last season by Pro Football
Focus. The St. Claire, Michigan
native will join two other
Michigan natives on the of
fensive line. Left tackle Taylor
Lewan from the University of
Michigan and right tackle Jack
Conklin from Michigan State will
man the line aside Lelito.
Standing at 6-foot-4, the
315-pound Lelito played 63
games at guard and center
for the Saints. Lelito, 27, made
24 starts during his four-year
tenure with the Saints including
seven last season.
Joining the AFC South
Division, Lelito will face off
twice against fellow GVSU-alum
Dan Skuta on the Jacksonville
Jaguars. Skuta and Lelito could
come head-to-head on the field
with Skuta playing the linebacker
position for the Jaguars.

GVSU CLUB ROLLER HOCK
EY EARNS SIX SPOTS ON
THE ALL-MCRHL TEAM
The Grand Valley State men’s
Division I and III roller hockey
teams represented six players
in the All-Midwest Collegiate
Roller Hockey League Team.
The MCRHL selects 10 Division I
players and five Division III play
ers, and GVSU had three players
selected for each team.
On the Division I team,
captain Garrett Polish, assis
tant captain Kenny Wurth and
goaltender Chance Boutin were
all selected. Polish, a junior
forward, was the only player se
lected to the First Team. Polish
scored 34 goals to go along with
24 assists for the sixth-most
points in the MCRHL.
Wurth was selected to the
Second Team with 15 goals
and 36 assists. His 36 assists
marked the third-highest in the
MCRHL and fifth-highest in the
nation. Boutin’s Second-Team
selection marked his first career
selection. Boutin posted a 3.17
goals against average and a
.849 save percentage.
On the Division III team, cap
tain Carl Soderling, forward Tyler
Glenfield and goaltender Dan
Raicevich were all selected to
the AII-MCRHL Team. Soderling
recorded 17 goals and 15 assists
in 16 regular season games. The
Sweden native led all MCRHL
Division III players in scoring in
the regular season.
Glenfield scored 23 goals and
eight assists in his first season
on the team. His 23 goals were
fifth most in the nation. He also
led the MCRHL in game-winning
goals with three. Raicevich
posted a 13-1-1 record in the
regular season with a 2.61 goals
against average.

RAINING RUNS: Grand Valley State sophomore Connor Glick steps up to the plate against the Northwood Timberwolves Wednesday April 13, 2016. The Lakers dropped
three of four road contests to the Walsh Cavaliers in their GLIAC-opening weekend this past weekend, bringing their record to 12-9 (1-3 conference). GVL I EMILY FRYE

Slow start
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK(q)L A N THORN. COM

n the first conference
series of the season
for the Lakers, the
Grand Valley State
and Walsh baseball teams
combined for 11 home runs
and 35 runs scored—and
that was just one game.
The Lakers dropped
three games of a four-game
series against Walsh Friday

I

and Saturday, March 24-25.
The Cavaliers won the first
three games of the series
7-3, 18-17 and 3-2 before
the Lakers took the last
game 12-8.
“We let a couple games
slip away when we had
leads,” said GVSU coach
Jamie Detillion. “Its still
early in our season, and we
have to find some positive
moments to build off of.”
In the first game of the

GV drops three of four to
Walsh in GLIAC opener

weekend, the Cavaliers
jumped out to a 6-0 lead
after the first five innings.
The Lakers were able to
cut the lead to three runs
in the sixth inning, but
the rally came too late as
Walsh pitched a scoreless
seventh frame.
In a high-scoring second
game, the Lakers grabbed a
13-8 lead after five innings
with a Johnny Nate grand
slam coming in the sec

ond inning. The Cavaliers
chipped away at the Lakers’
lead until forcing extra in
nings in a 15-15 tie.
With four games in two
days, managing pitchers and
pitch count in a high-scoring
game can be difficult in or
der to not bum through too
many arms. 'Hie Lakers used
only four pitchers the entire
game, but with high-speed
winds blowing out toward the
fence, runs given up inflated

due to fly balls carrying out of
a small Walsh park
“It definitely makes it
difficult,” Detillion said.
“It just went back and
forth so much it was frus
trating to get that result.”
In the top of the 10th in
ning, Josh Smith hit a tworun home run to give the Lak
ers a two-run lead. The home
run was the fifth GVSU home

SEE BASEBALL | A8

SOFTBALL

GVSU MEN’S CLUB VOLLEY
BALL CLIMBS RANKINGS
For the first time this sea
son, the Grand Valley State
men’s Division I volleyball team
cracked the top-25 Mizuno
NCVF National Men’s Rankings.
The Lakers climbed to No. 19
after winning the Great Midwest
Men’s Volleyball Conference
Championship for the second
consecutive season.
In the previous ranking, the
Lakers were an honorable men
tion selection. By making the
top-25, the Lakers are the only
non-NCAA Division I institution
to make the cut. The Lakers are
on a nine-game winning streak
after beating No 10 Miami (Ohio)
on their way to the conference
championship.

MOONSHOT: Shannon Flaherty (19) makes contact with the ball during Grand Valley State's win over Northwood at the GVSU softball field Thursday, April 7, 2016. The
Lakers dropped three of their first four GLIAC games of the season this weekend, bringing their loss total to 13. GVSU had 13 losses all of last year. GVL | LUKE holmes
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BASEBALL
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m. vs. Lewis
SOFTBALL
Tuesday, 3 p.m, vs. Lewis
(Doubleheader)
MEN’S GOLF
Monday, all day at GLIAC
Spring Tournament (Lexington,
Kentucky)
Tuesday, all day at GLIAC
Spring Tournament (Lexington,
Kentucky)
«♦

•

♦ ♦ ♦

BY BEAU TROUTMAN

The Grand Valley State
softball team kicked off
conference play with a trip
to Ohio for a pair of doubleheaders Friday, March 24,
and Saturday, March 25.
The Lakers dropped both
games Friday by just one run
each to the Ohio Dominican
Panthers, 5-4 and 3-2. On
Saturday, the Lakers split
with the Ashland Eagles,
taking the first game 5-1 but

dropping the second 10-2.
The Lakers moved to 9-13
(1-3 GLIAC) on the season
after being picked to win the
conference in the preseason
coaches’ poll. Their 13 losses
ties the mark set by the team
all of last year—the Lakers
finished 2016 with a 43-13
record and a College World
Series appearance.
“I still have confidence
in this team,” said GVSU
coach Dana Callihan. “We
are beat up. We’ve got some
injuries that we’ve been

dealing with. That never
helps. There is a little panic
in the players. We’re trying
to keep that out of them,
but at the same time, I’m
not panicked about the
season per se.
“We just need to get
back to playing Grand
Valley softball and we’re
not doing that yet.”
In the first game of the
doubleheader versus the
Panthers, the Lakers start
ed with an early 3-0 lead.
The game appeared

all but over in the bot
tom of the seventh with
sophomore ace Allison
I.ipovsky (3-2, 2.15 ERA)
protecting a 4-2 Laker
lead. Lipovsky got the first
batter out to start the half
inning, but then gave up
a base-hit The Panthers’
Kelly Wallace stepped up
to bat with the runner on
first and just one out.
Wallace smacked a home
run, tying the game at 4-4.
“Nobody is really mak
ing that big play at the

times that we need it,” said
senior Jenna Lenza, who
batted 3-for-4 in the first
game versus ODU. “The
other teams that we’re
playing are, and that’s why
we’re losing a lot of games
by one or two runs.”
Lipovsky was able to get
out of the seventh inning
without any more damage
from the ODU bats, but the
momentum generated from
Wallaces moonshot carried
SEE SOFTBALL | AS
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TRACK AND FIELD

Six GV runners compete at Raleigh Relays
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON,<pLANTHORN.COM

Six Grand Valley State
distance runners stretched
their legs for the first time in
the 2017 outdoor season.
The Lakers sent three
men and three women to
the Raleigh Relays in Ra
leigh, North Carolina to
compete Friday, March 24.
“It’s a great competitive
opportunity,” said distance
coach Aaron Watson. “It’s a re
ally competitive meet and all
of our kids were in good heats
for where they’re at and what
they’re capable of’
Kelly Haubert kicked
things off in the women’s
5,000-meter run. Cross
ing the line in 17:06.58, the
junior earned her first pro
visional qualifying mark
of the season. The perfor
mance makes her eligible to
compete at the NCAA Di
vision II Outdoor National
Championships in May.
“I was pleased with my
first race back of the outdoor
season,” Haubert said. “I ran
equivalent to my personal
best 5k indoor. Overall, the
race was pretty packed and
aggressive, which played in
my favor. I enjoyed the ex
perience and look forward
to running the 10,000-meter
race in a few weeks.”

Wuoi Mach represented
the men in the 1,500-meter
run. Ihe junior opened his
season with a time of 3:53.38,
coming close to his first pro
visional mark of the year.
“Wuoi’s race was very tacti
cal. It wasn’t a fast race up front,”
Watson said. “We weren’t wor
ried about times so much after
that first lap because it was ap
parent it wasn’t going to be a
super fast heat, but it’s good to
practice tactics you might see at
a national championship.”
Amy Creutz and Rachel
Bendewald took to the track
in the womens 1,500-meter
run. Creutz finished in 4:34.81
and Bendewald clocked in a
few seconds later at 4:39.65.
Both fell just short of the pro
visional qualifying mark in
the event, with Creutz miss
ing by less than a second.
“She competed for us in
the fall and helped us win
that cross country national
championship, but didn’t
have any indoor eligibility so
she just trained all winter,”
Watson said. “It’s great to get
a person like her back. She’s a
multi-time All-American and
someone who really brings a
lot to the program. It’s good to
have her back in uniform.”
In the men’s 5,000 meters,
Trevor Sharnas posted a time of
14:56.43 in his first race of the
year, coming up a few seconds

short of a provisional mark.
“Nate Orndorf was an AllAmerican in the 10K last year
and I think he’ll have a solid
5K this year,” said teammate
Zach Panning in a preseason
interview. “Look for him to
double at outdoor nationals
and score some points.”
Orndorf showed a glimpse
of what Panning spoke of,
cruising across the finish line
with a time of 30:35.94 to end
the meet on a high note for
GVSU. His time earned the
Lakers their second provi
sional qualifying mark of the
meet, but Watson sees much
stronger performances ahead
for the senior.
“Nate was hoping for faster,”
Watson said. “It was about a
minute slower than his per
sonal record. He was hoping for
more, but it’s still a provisional
mark, so not the worst run in
the world by any stretch.”
So far, only 12 GVSU ath
letes have debuted this outdoor
season. Friday, March 31, and
Saturday, April 1, will be the
days the rest of the team gets its
season underway. I he lakers
will head a few hours southwest
to compete at the EIU Big Blue
Classic in Charleston, Illinois.
At the same time, distance stars
Kendra Foley, Zach Panning
and Chris May will travel west
to Stanford, California to take
part in the Stanford Invite.

STRETCHING THEIR LEGS: Wuoi Mach crosses the finish line. GVSU sent three men and three women to
the Raleigh Relays in Raleigh, North Carolina for competition Friday, March 24. GVL I KEVIN sielaff

run apd tenth homer of
the game between the
Jltwo teams/Smith finished
the game with two runs
knocked in while Nate fin
ished with four hits, five
runs scored and six RBIs.
GVSU’s single-season saves
leader Matt Williams took the
mound with a two-run lead.
On a hitter’s day with the wind
blowing out, Williams blew
his second save of the season
by giving up a solo home run
followed by two RBI singles.
In the early part of the season,
Williams has already matched
his total of blown saves from
last season with two.
After the marathon second
game, GVSU’s Ryan Arnold
took the mound for the Lakers.
Arnold gave the Inkers what
they needed—a starter to go
deep into the game.

“All my starts this year, I
haven’t been able to go six,
seven innings,” Arnold said.
“I really wanted to go into the
sixth or seventh inning because
I, hayep’t do^ne it yet, and {list’s
what I’m used to doing.”
Arnold pitched a com
plete game of 7.1 innings
with nine strikeouts and
no walks, but suffered the
tough-luck loss after giving
up a walk-off solo home run.
Lead-off
hitter
Alex
Young knocked in the only
two runs in the game for the
Lakers with a two-run home
run in the third inning.
“It seemed like we found
about every way in the book
to lose a game in the first
three so it was nice to get
some things going and to win
a game,” Detillion said.
After a quiet game for
the GVSU offense, the Lak
ers bats came alive in the
final game of the series.
Trailing by one run after

the three innings, the Lakers
exploded for five runs in the
fourth and sixth innings to
pull away from the Cavaliers.
Connor Click cracked his third
hqmy rm) of the spasop ytyle
driving in four runs.
“It was just all confidence
for me, and I think that’s
how it is for the whole team,”
Glick said. “We can be really
good when we want to be.”
Smith drove in two more
runs for the Lakers while five
other players recorded an
RBI. With the win, the Lak
ers are now 12-9 with a 1-3
record in the GLIAC.
“I think we cap definitely
build off of it,” Glick said. “In
the last game, there was a dif
ferent tempo and different at
titude we played with.”
The Lakers will have
a quick turnaround with
a home game Wednes
day, March 29, at 3:30 p.m.
against Lewis

top half of the inning.
The Lakers were able to
get Flaherty in scoring po
sition on second base with
two outs, but freshman
Kelcie LaTour grounded
out, ending the game.
Balbach (1 -6,2.60 ERA) got
the loss despite not allowing a
single earned run (the three
given up were unearned). She
allowed nine hits, two walks
and had four strikeouts. Ju
nior catcher Kaylie Rhynard
recorded an RBI on a sacrifice
fly while Flaherty was the only
Laker to have two hits, going
2-for-3 with a double.
“We just need to come to
gether and perform, help each
other out and stay positive,”
Flaherty said. “We need to be
able to depend on each other.”
The team took Flaherty’s

advice for the first game of the
Saturday doubleheader, com
ing away with their first and
only win of the weekend over
Ashland, 5-1. 7he Lakers got
one RBI each from Lenza, Bal
bach, Plastiak and junior catch
er Jessica Ramos. Senior pinch
runner Ali Vander Meer scored
on a fielding error in the fourth.
Lipovsky got redemption,
taking the win after allowing
just four hits and three walks
in her fifth complete game of
the year. She had five strike
outs and just one earned run.
I he high from that game
did not last long, though, as the
Lakers ended the weekend with
a 10-2 loss. Ihe Eagles out-hit
GVSU 11-7 and had three play
ers with multiple RBIs.
Balbach took the loss af
ter giving up six runs (five

earned) and five walks in 5.1
innings. Lipovsky came in for
relief and finished the game.
She gave up four earned runs,
three hits and two walks. In to
tal, GVSU pitchers combined
for 17 walks over the weekend.
GVSU got its two runs on a
Lenza RBI double and a Fla
herty score off of a passed ball.
Up next, the Lakers
will host the Lewis Flyers
in their home-opener this
Tuesday, March 28 in a dou
bleheader starting at 3 p.m.
Callihan said this team
can “absolutely” turn the
season’s misfortune around.
“I still have confidence
in them,” Callihan said.
“The season is not over yet.
We’ve got a long way to go.”

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM A7

DIFFERENT TEMPO: Grand Valley State sophomore Connor Glick bats against Northwood University
Wednesday, April 13, 2016. The Lakers will play Wednesday, March 29 at 3:30 p.m. gvl | emily frye

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM A7

into the eighth in what would
be the first extra innings game
of the season for GVSU.
After the Lakers left two
runners on base in the top
half, the Panthers managed
to get runners on second

and third with Lipovsky
still on the mound.
ODU’s Taylor Kline sin
gled through left field, end
ing the game in a walk-off.
Sophomore Shannon Fla
herty led GVSU in batting,
going 3-for-4 with two RBIs.
Senior F.llie Balbach and fresh
man Kayla Plastiak each had
an RBI and a triple. Lipovsky

recorded her fourth complete
game, but allowed eight hits,
five runs (four earned), five
walks and two strikeouts.
In game two of the Fri
day doubleheader, the Lakers
trailed 3-2 heading into the
bottom of the seventh after
Balbach, who started the game
on the mound, managed to
keep it a one-run game in the

WIN FREE TICKETS TO

DOUBLEHEADER: Shannon Flaherty (19) makes contact with the ball and runs to first base. GVSU was
victorious over Walsh in both games held in Allendale Saturday. April 23. 2016. GVL | kevin sielaff
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MOVING ON: Grand Valley State senior Ryan Skomial (1) battles for possession during the Lakers’ 14-6 loss to Lindenwood at home in Allendale Thursday, March 23. The Lakers played two nonconference games
before starting GLIAC play, losing both of them. The Lakers are battling through some injuries, but GVSU head coach Alicia Groveston has been encouraged by the team's play as of late, gvl I Mackenzie bush

Close, but no cigar
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCA TAMNEY@LANTHORN.COM

The No. 16 Grand Valley
State women’s lacrosse team
dropped two games over the
weekend to No. 2 Lindenwood
and No. 7 Rollins by scores of
14-6 and 16-10. The Lakers’ re
cord now sits at 1 -6 on the sea
son going into conference play.
Lindenwood, a classic la
crosse rival of GVSU, rolled
into Allendale Thursday, March
23, for the Lakers’ 2017 home
opener. The 8-0 Lions started
hot on the cold afternoon with
three straight goals, but the
Lakers quickly responded with
three of their own.
The two teams traded goals
for the next several minutes
and GVSU was within one

goal until the 11-minute mark
of the first half when the Li
ons scored nine of the last
12 goals—including six in a
row—-to seal the game and
spoil the home opener.
Freshman midfielder Abbi
O’Neal scored two goals in her
Allendale debut while junior
Meghan Datema added two of
her own in the loss. Addition
ally, junior goalkeeper Brianna
DeMilia located eight saves
while allowing only four goals
in one half of action.
Head
coach
Alicia
Groveston felt as though her
players did not always take
and execute the opportunities
to score when they were there,
among other issues.
“Unfortunately we turned
the ball over in transition, espe
cially at the start at the second

half which was silly. That’s stuff
we can’t do,” Groveston said.
“More importantly, we had
multiple opportunities to put
the ball in the back of the net
and do what we needed to do.”
Despite the loss, O’Neal
felt as though the Lakers
came out of the game a better
team than they were going
into it and appreciated the
experience the whole squad
gained from the bout.
“I think that we are slowly
but surely making our way.
We had a little bit of a rough
start in the beginning, but
coming out and playing Lin
denwood, that’s the kind of
game that we want,” O’Neal
said. “That’s the kind of game
where there’s a chance that
we’re going to lose but there’s
also a chance that we’re go

GV drops two nonconference games
with GLIAC play around the corner

ing to win. We’re going to get
there. Even if we lose, they’re
making us better. Teams like
that are making us better.”
Following the loss to the
Lions, the Lakers packed
their bags and headed to
Sparks, Maryland to do bat
tle with the 10-2 Rollins Tars
Sunday, March 26.
Again, things went well for
GVSU out of the gate, answer
ing two goals the Tars used to
open the game with three of
their own. GVSU led 5-4 with
eight minutes left in the game
and would have gone into the
half, but RC scored a goal with
eight seconds left
The second half would
again go awry for the Lakers, as
the Tars outscored GVSU nine
to four in the final 30 minutes.
Freshman
midfielder

Sarah Stagaard netted a trifecta of goals while senior
Kira Dosenberry added
two of her own. Five Lakers
each scored one goal each.
Following
Thursdays
game against Lindenwood,
Groveston stressed how she
wanted her team to “show
up” against Rollins. Despite
what the scorebook read,
she Was mostly pleased
with her team’s effort.
“Yes (they showed up). I
can’t say that they didn’t be
cause the first half was overall
pretty good. It’s just the fact that
were turning the ball over at
inopportune times,” Groveston
said. “We continue to shoot
ourselves in the foot. Yes, I do
think they showed up, I just
don’t think we played consis
tently enough to win.”

Despite the 1-6 record on
the Lakers’ resume, they are still
confident in their ability to con
tinue their run of dominance at
the GLIAC level GVSU played
one of the most strenuous non 
conference schedules in Divi
sion II, having played five top
ten ranked teams and seven
total ranked opponents. All but
one of those games were away.
“I’m feeling great. I don’t
want to say we own our con
ference, but we do well and we
have a lot of confidence. I think
well be able to shine as we al
ways do,” Dosenberry said.
The fresh start begins Sat
urday, April 1, when the Lakers
travel to Indianapolis to take on
the 6-1 Greyhounds. The game
is scheduled to begin at 1 p.m.

W. TENNIS

New faces, new places
BY ROBBIE TRIANO
RTRIANO@LANTHORN.COM

After suffering its sixth loss
of the season to Detroit Mercy
Sunday, March 19, the Grand
Valley State women’s tennis
team had to bounce back on a
weekend road trip.
Even with long bus rides
and hotel stay's, the Lakers
walked away from their threegame weekend with two wins
and one loss, bringing their
overall record to 18-7.

The No. 43 ranked Lak
ers grabbed a 7-2 victory over
Bellarmine in Louisville, Ken
tucky Thursday, March 23 and
a dominating 9-0 sweep over
Southern Indiana in Evansville,
Indiana Friday, March 24. No.
13 Indianapolis prevented the
Lakers’ attempt of a weekend
sweep as GVSU lost 6-3 in In
dianapolis Saturday, March 25.
Junior Abby Perkins
said the long road trips
have the ability to wear out
any team, but believes that

her teammates do a great
job preparing themselves.
“It’s pretty tough being on
the road for hours on end while
staying and competing at places
that we aren’t familiar with at
all,” Perkins said. “With that be
ing said, we still do a good job
of getting pretty good results to
the best of our abilities.”
The Lakers opened the
weekend strong against Bel
larmine. After taking an early
2-1 lead, GVSU won two of
three doubles matches to begin

---- --------------

the day. The No. 2 duo of Alexa Sweeney and Aimee Moc
cia won 9-8 (7-4), while the
No. 3 pair of Perkins and Livia
Christman won 8-5. GVSU
dominated in singles, winning
five of sue matches to close the
day with a 7-2 victory.
GVSU carried the success
from Thursday into its con
test against Southern Indiana,
where the Lakers swept the
Screaming Eagles 9-0. Notable
victories were: No. 1 Sweeney
(6-2, 5-7 (11-9)), No. 2 Moccia
(6-1,6-4), No. 4 Sam Schrepferman (6-4,6-3) and No. 5 Nicole
Heiniger (6-3,6-2).
“Everyone played well
from top to bottom,” Sweeney
said. “We needed everyone to

game weekend road trip
bring out their A-game, and
they did in the moments we
needed them to.”
The Lakers fell to a very
tough Indianapolis team 6-3,
ending the weekend with a 2-1
record. The No. 2 doubles pair
of Sweeney and Moccia won
was the team’s only doubles vic
tory, 8-3. GVSU grabbed two
singles victories thanks to No. 4
Moccia with a score of 7-5,7-6
(7-1) and No. 5 Christman with
a 6-3,6-2 victory.
“Indianapolis has a really
strong program and recruits
girls from places over the
world, but we can’t use that as
an excuse and just realize play
ing better ranked teams makes
us better in the long run,” Per

kins said “If we played them
again at home, we could pull it
out. They got us at the end of a
long road weekend."
The Lakers have three
matches left in the regu
lar season. The first of their
three matches begins at home
against Indiana Wesleyan
Thursday, March 30.
“We’re excited to finally play
back at home,” Perkins said
“More excited than not being in
a car for more than five hours.”
After their home match, the
Lakers will complete the regu
lar season in Cleveland Ohio
against Indiana University of
Pennsylvania Saturday, April
1 and New York Institute of
Technology Sunday, April 2.

Interested in working for the Lanthorn? Check
us out on Laker Jobs for the following positions!
Writers
Photographers
Advertising Executives
Craphic Designers
And more!
TAKING AIM: Sophomore Aimee Moccia makes a hit against Saginaw Valley State University on Satur

day, Sept. 12. 2015. GVSU finished 2-1 on their three game road trip this past weekend GVi |

emily frye
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Life on the road
GV wins two, drops one in three-game road trip

ON THE ROAD AGAIN: GVSU's Zach Phillips returns a serve Friday, Feb. 3, 2017. The Lakers won 9-0 against Bellarmine in Louisville,

Having not played in the
state of Michigan since Feb
ruary, the Grand Valley State
mens tennis team has be
come no stranger to long bus
rides, hotels and adapting to
other court conditions.
However, those road
conditions
didn’t
wear
out the No. 36 nationally
ranked Lakers as they won
two of their three games
against regionally ranked
teams this weekend.
The Lakers won 9-0
against Bellarmine in Lou
isville, Kentucky Thursday,
March 23 and 5-4 against No.
34-ranked Southern Indiana
in Evansville, Indiana Friday,
March 24. But No. 16 ranked
Indianapolis was too much
for GVSU as they lost 6-3
Saturday, March 25.
Although
the
Lakers
didn’t complete the weekend
sweep, senior Zach Phillips
said this weekend was great
preparation for upcoming
GLLAC competition and ri
val Ferris State. Last year,
FSU defeated GVSU in the
GLIAC Championship.
“These last three matches
against regionally ranked
teams gave us an idea of
what to expect from a Ferris
team that’s on the same level
as them,” Phillips said. “We
know it’s going to be a battle
(against Ferris State) and
have to be mentally prepared
for a long match.”
The Lakers opened their
weekend on a high note as
they dominated in their 9-0
victory over Bellarmine.
In singles competition, the
Lakers only dropped a com
bined three sets against the
Knights.
Day two provided much
more difficulty against a
ranked Southern Indiana
team, but the Lakers came
out on top 5-4. The Lakers
were only up 4-3 until No.
5 singles seed Jack Heiniger
won his match (6-3, 6-4) to

Kentucky Thursday, March 2Tand 5-4 against No. 34-ranked Southern Indiana in Evansville, Indiana Friday, March 24. GVL | EMILY FRYE

clinch the team victory.
Other GVSU singles wins
came from No. 1 Sebastien
Lescoulie (6-1, 1-0), No. 3
Jack Geissler (6-2, 6-3) and
No. 6 Nicholas Urban (6-4,
6-0). The only doubles vic
tory came from the No. 1 duo
of Phillips and Alex vande
Steenoven (8-2).
However,
the
Lakers
didn’t finish the weekend un
defeated as No. 16 ranked In
dianapolis dropped the Lak
ers’ record to 12-5 after a 6-3
loss. The only Laker victories
came from No. 5 singles Hei
niger (6-3, 6-4), No. 6 singles
Urban (7-6, 6-2) and the No.
2 doubles duo of Lescoulie/
Heiniger (9-7).
Phillips believed that the
Lakers played much better
than what the score showed.
“We had a chance to win
all three doubles matches
but didn’t have what it took
to pull it off. If we got those
wins we had a good shot on
winning the match,” Phillips
said. “Indianapolis has a very
solid top four singles players
and three guys who are all
ranked top 100 nationally.
“But if we end up see
ing them again at nationals
later in the year, I think we
have a good chance of beat
ing them.”
Although the road-heavy
schedule has taken its toll
on the Lakers fatigue wise,
the team consensus is that
these away matches have
made this team stronger
when it matters.
“After these trips, we real
ize that we are in much bet
ter shape and condition as
a team,” Phillips said. “It’s
definitely a challenge having
to constantly play teams at
their home courts day after
day, but we make it a point to
treat each match as its own.”
The Lakers will kick off
a string of GLIAC matches
starting with Michigan Tech
Saturday, April 1 in Hough
ton, Mich. After that, the
Lakers will take on Lake Su
perior State in Sault Ste. Ma
rie, Mich. Sunday, April 2.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF

i AKER EXCHAN< I

some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL

lakerexchange(a)lanthorn.com

Looking for roommates
(male or female) for
upcoming school year, Trio
Center. $522/mo plus
shared utilities.
Aug 2017-May 2018. Feel
free to contact me at
fordcas@mail.gvsu.edu

As the weather warms up,
cool off with delicious frozen
yogurt from Spoonlickers!
Located at 616 Fulton West
in downtown Grand Rapids.
Bring in Spoonlicker’s ad in
today's paper and receive
20% off! For more
information about
Spoonlickers, visit

Jimmy John’s serves
from-scratch food made with
excellent ingredients. At
Jimmy John's, our food is
simple; it’s clean, and it’s
fresh! We use locally
purchased produce, which is
brought in fresh and hand
sliced daily. Come in or
order online to enjoy our
freaky-fast subs!

Peppinos Pizza located
5065 Lake Michigan Dr.
offers lots of great food,
including a $6.95 1 item
pizza if you show your
college ID! Call them today
for more information
616-895-1615.

http://www.spoonlickersgr.com.

Looking for a female to
sublease room for fall
semester (August to
December) 2017, location:
East Grand Rapids, Rent
$500 all included. Contact
mmh006@aquinas.edu

FOLLOW US!

@GVLanthorn
Meadows Crossing is the
best off-campus housing in
Grand Valley apartments.
Our townhomes
and Allendale apartments in
Allendale offer modern
amenities, comfort, privacy,
and a great location.
Conveniently located at the
48th Avenue entrance to
Grand Valley State
University’s Allendale
campus. Schedule a tour
today and experience the
best off-campus, GVSU
apartments in the Allendale
rental market!

ANSWERS

TO
PUZZLES

616 331-2460
-

Work on Mackinac Island
This Summer - Make
lifelong friends. The Island
House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are seeking
help in all areas: Front Desk,
Bell Staff, Wait Staff, Sales
Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas.
Dorm Housing, bonus, and
discounted meals.
(906) 847-7196.
www.theislandhouse.com

Stage Presents: Shows We
Can't Show Our Mothers.
This showcase is a
compilation of sketch
comedies written, directed,
and performed by GVSU
students! Join us on Friday
March 31st or Saturday April
1st for a night of laughs, for
FREE! Snow starts at
7:00pm both nights in KHS
room 1121. Questions?
Contact us on Facebook:
GVSU’s STAGE or Email:
stage@mail.gvsu.edu

Vote for your new student
senators! Visit
gvsu.edu/studentsenate to
vote!

GVLanthorn
Grand Valley Dentistry is
now accepting new clients!
Located within a few miles of
the Allendale campus,
Grand Valley Dentistry is the
perfect place to stop in and
get your smile looking great!
Schedule an appointment
today by calling
(616) 895-7400,
or visit
www allendaledentist.com.

OR CALL

St Alphonsus Parish,
located at 224 Carrier St. NE
in Grand Rapids, is offering
a 6-week bridge class for
beginners. It's free!
Participants can choose
either afternoon or evening
classes. The classes are
open to all, young and old,
staff and students. If you are
interested, contact Ed
Bartos at
ednpatti@yahoo.com or at
616-745-6984!

Papa John’s is looking for
students with great
customer service skills who
demonstrate safe work
habits and can work days,
nights or weekends!
Apply now to
allendalepapajohns@gvsu.edu

or stop in and fill out an
application!

www.pepptrKwpizza.cofn

Work on
Mackinac Island
this summed

Find FREE CONDOMS
available to pick up
throughout campus and in
Ottawa County. Also, free to
low cost confidential STD
testing and birth control
options available at
www m iOttawa. org
/SexualHealth
or call (616)396-5266.
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Grand Valley Dentistry is
now accepting new clients!
Located within a few miles of
the Allendale campus,
Grand Valley Dentistry is the
perfect place to stop in and
get your smile looking great!
Schedule an appointment
today by calling
(616) 895-7400,
or visit
www allendaledentist.com.

Looking for a job? Maybe
just for the summer or while
you go to school? Call
Express Employment
Professionals today at
616-499-2199. We have a
variety of positions all over
West Michigan and would
love to talk with you and help
you find work. Visit www
expressproslakeshore.com
for more information.

♦ ♦

# ♦ • ♦

Campus West
Copper Beach
Before you sign..
Full Circle
Bo Itwood
Enclave
48 West
Conifer Creek
Ottawa Creek

Housing Guide | March 27, 2017

3

Did you know.

Grand Valley uses
$500 DOLLARS OF ELECTRICITY
EVERY SINGLE HOUR?

How can you help?
• Turn off lights when you leave the room
• Unplug chargers and appliances that are not in use
• Turn the TV off when you leave the room
■

For more information, go to:
www.gvsu.edu/facilitiesservices

Across the campus of Grand Valley State University,
the Facilities Energy Department program at Grand
Valley State University has implemented and complet
ed over 300 energy conservation projects and proce
dures. Following these efforts over the last 17 years,
the university has cost avoided an estimated total of
$17 million on all utility costs.
Due to the department’s negotiating of contracts,
conservation efforts and new construction projects,
GVSU is able to avoid millions of utility costs each
year. This last financial year, GVSU spent $6.9 million
dollars on utilities across campus. Had the university
been consuming utilities like in previous years, over
$3.3 million extra dollars would have been spent by
the university.
Currently, the recent conservation work has secured
over $980,000 in utility rebates since 2008 and will
soon reach the $1 million mark. This accomplishment
was completed by applying over 210 utility rebate
incentives through Consumers Energy and DTE.
Following the strong showings from the depart
ment’s initiatives, the university has won three awards
through the Association of Energy Engineers Region III
which covers seven mid-west states. This includes the
2011 Energy Project of the Year, the 2013 Corporate
Energy Management award and the 2016 Energy En
gineer accomplishment. The Facilities Energy Depart

ment at GVSU was also the first institution in Michigan
to install an Aircuity system that greatly reduces heat
ed and cooled laboratory fresh air based on air quality.
Types of energy conservation projects currently in
works at GVSU include energy conservation projects
such as interior and exterior lighting (over 750 exterior
LED lights), installation of better HVAC controls, imple
mentation of demand control ventilation systems, the
addition of frequency drives to motors and pumps as
well as many other projects and procedures to come.
Energy conservation tips from the Facilities Energy
Department:
• During the hot months, keep window coverings
on the south, east and west windows. In winter,
let it shine in.
• Dress appropriately for the weather, and set
your thermostat to the lowest possible com
fortable setting. On winter nights, put an extra
blanket on the bed and turn down your thermo
stat even more.
• In summer, use fans instead of AC when possi
ble
• To save hot water, take five-minute showers
instead of baths.
• Only heat or cool the rooms that you need close the vents and doors of unused rooms.
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THE LODGE
AT ALLENDALE

uve

FUlU-fURNiSWeO

(Hill

Fully-furnished, spacious two
and four bedroom apartments
with private bathrooms and
walk-in closets

Each unit is fully-furnished with a
sofa, lounge chair, flat screen TV,
coffee table, entertainment console,
bar stools, washer, dryer, stainless
steel appliances, granite countertops,
and more, while our bedrooms have
a private bathroom, walk-in closet,
mattress, bed with storage, night
stand, desk, and chair

Resort-style pool with barbecue
grills, fire pit, indoor and outdoor
bar and kitchen, stylish clubhouse
with a pool table, flat screen TVs
throughout, game room, social
lounge, tanning beds, and more

nr sruoio
State-of-the-art 24 hour fitness
center with cardio equipment,
free weights, and a yoga studio

cAne on

iruoi

Beach volleyball court,
gaming center and more!

Individual & group study rooms,
computer lab w/ printers, & a coffee bar

siefp

snie

Each bedroom has its own bathroom,
walk-in closet, mattress, bed with
storage, night stand, desk, and chair

Granite countertops, stainless steel
appliances, Patios, Ceiling Fans, and
wood-look flooring

6AF
Each unit has a full kitchen
with granite countertops and
stainless steel appliances, including
dishwasher/disposal, refrigerator,
oven, and stove, or grill out in the
courtyard at one of our barbecue
grilling stations with indoor and
outdoor bar and kitchen

4BED14BATH11.418 SO FT
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The Lodge

Coming fall of 2017, The Lodge will be
providing upscale living to the students of
Grand Valley State University.
With more than 20 amenities and inhouse inclusions, students will have access
to unbeatable rates and exclusive discounts
to those who come by and take a tour of the
property. Those who take advantage of this
early tour can save more than $1,000.
The Lodge also prides itself on the
experience that it will provide the students
of GVSU. They understand that students
want a housing option that will both satisfy
their need for an appropriate living situation
and a friendly and open housing community.
Also, they’re pet friendly!
Have a car? The Lodge provides general
parking for free for residents! Have a car that
you want to take extra care of? The Lodge
also offers reserved parking and carport

parking for a competitive rate so you’ll never
have to worry about having a place to park.
Since The Lodge values providing
unparalleled amenities as well as highquality living, when you choose to live
at The Lodge you will receive access to a
bistro area with free coffee, a resort-style
swimming pool, an outdoor kitchen area as
well as outdoor exercise opportunities. The
inclusion of all these in a Lodge lease means
that it is easy for students to be passionate
about where they live.
Whether you want to live in a 2-bedroom
or want to get a group of friends together
and live in a 4-bedroom option, The Lodge
will work with you!
To find the best option for the 2017-18
school year. Call the leasing office today at
(616) 294-0252 to find out more.

8
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MeadowsCrossing
apartments

|

the place to be
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MeadowsCrossing
apartments

|

the place to be
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Our

Go gle Reviews

“This is my first year living at Meadows Crossing and I've
enjoyed every minute of it...Why pay more to live somewhere
else when I could pay less and get the same and more?"
“The staff here is amazing! They will bend over backwards to
make your college living experience everything you hoped It
would be!"
Both GVSU buses come to Meadows Crossing so you can
always get where you're going quicker than the other
off-campus apartments.
”

•5 M
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Starting this spring, Campus View will be working
on upgrading the Campus View community for next
year’s residents including: an updated resort style
pool, hot tub and the addition of brand new cottages.
The community of Campus View apartments,
townhomes and cottages knows that one of the main
things students look for in a home is convenience.
After a long day of tests, papers and lectures, the
last thing they want is a long commute home. When
you live in Campus View, you are living in the closest
off-campus housing community to Grand Valley State
University’s Allendale Campus. When you choose to
live with Campus View, you’re never far from home.
What makes Campus View different from other
surrounding apartments is their commitment to
their community. Throughout the year, Campus View
hosts holiday parties, movie nights and ice cream
socials. Residents are treated as friendly neighbors
and are presented with endless opportunities for
fun (right in their backyard).
“Our goal is to bring everyone together,” said Lynn
Gardner, marketing manager. "We strive to make a
living experience filled with inclusion, involvement
and a whole lot of fun opportunities exclusive to our
residents.”
Each GVSU student is different and to cater to that,
so are Campus View’s housing options. Students

11

can choose to live in the cottages, townhomes or
apartments, each with their own feel, option, budget
and living style. But whatever style you choose, you
have access to all the extensive amenities: yoga,
shuttle bus, basketball and volleyball leagues and
more. This year, residents also have the option to live
in and utilize the newly constructed “Cottage Cove”
area which includes a year-round hot tub, basketball
court, hammock area and grills. Campus View has
also upgraded its fitness space and exercise classes.
Campus View is also conveniently located on the
Rapid’s route and provides an exclusive shuttle
(CV2GV) for residents from 7:24 a.m. to 3 p.m. Have
a furry friend? Campus View has updated its pet
policy to allow pets under 50 pounds. Additional
requirements are available on the Campus
View website at www.campusviewhousing.com.
Heard enough? Ready to move in? Tours are offered
Monday through Friday during normal business
hours and limited hours on Saturday. Best tour times
are 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. during the week and 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. For more information,
contact Campus View at (616) 895-6678 to schedule
a tour or ask a question and visit the website at
www.campusviewhousing.com.
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LOOKE
Allendale's freshest dO«iJmunity cOfnes with eve
in one low price. Yes, everything! Including;
**

B

• All utilitifS
•
• Two htMteci pools with swndft k>.

• 2A/7 fitness center

• 24/7 technology center/a|udv lounge
• Grilling stations
• Free tanning
• Multimedia center

Now

^
leasing

Brand

new phase

II. Free

to apply!

4926 8«clier Oiiv*. Atl*nda(e. Ml 49401 | www cncUvenow.com | mfoeencUvenow com I (616)607-6222

ENCLAVE

Enclave
In search of a place to live next year? Look no
further than Enclave! With luxurious details and
beach-front style homes, you’ll be making the most
of your college experience.
At Enclave, it’s like living in a house, because it
is a house. With either your luxurious or cozy new
home, you’ll get the best of both worlds with an
all-inclusive lease. What does an all-inclusive lease
mean, you ask? It means that all your utilities and
parking will be bundled for a flat rate of $39 per
month. No more surprise charges or fighting with
your roommates about who will pay what! All you
need to do is move in and enjoy the ease of allinclusive living.
At Enclave your private bedroom will come with
its own bathroom, study space, a massive walk-in
closet, and lots of natural light to energize those
mid-day study sessions. With so many perks like
granite countertops, hardwood style floors, and
modern furnishings, Enclave has everything you
need from cozy comfort to bold expression. We have
no doubt your new home at Enclave will have your
friends wishing they could move in too!
You’ll never be bored at Enclave with a resortstyle swimming pool, a 24/7 fitness center, and

a virtual workout room that offers you access to
numerous fitness classes with no added expense.
If you’re still looking for something to do, get a
group of friends together and have a fire at one of
the outdoor fire pits or visit the indoor game room.
All of this and more is included in your all-inclusive
experience.
Enclave is for everyone, including four-legged
best friends! Dogs and cats under 50 pounds are
welcome to enjoy your home. For more details on
pet restrictions, contact the Leasing Office to make
sure your furry friend will feel right at home!
Though you’ll never want to leave your new home,
for your convenience the 37 stops directly in front
of Enclave’s main entrance, making it easy to get to
class. Still not convinced? Enclave is conveniently
located within walking distance to Main Street Pub,
Peppino’s, Murphy’s, and a variety of other local
businesses.
Enclave is currently offering a $0 down signing
fee special. For more information, to schedule a
tour, or to find out what other great specials they
are running, contact the Leasing Office today at
616-607-6222. You can also conveniently apply
online at www.enclavenow.com.
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A community of cottage style
duplexes located in a quiet
wooded setting

call 616-886-8535
or ol^fmj^luiroodHon\iTuuiily.cofn

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

GVSU

• 2,000 sq ft, huge!

• 4 bedrooms 4 bath

h*

AlUNMli CAMPVS
5 —★

• New fitness center to be

• Garage for all residents FREE

o

f

• Expanded cable and internet

IA

completed in March!

FREE

finits(save

• Privately keyed rooms
________ ipKot hang out with

• 8 students? Reserve a whole
building!

friend'
Basketball and beach
vJleyball courts

s/>

Z

★

PIERCE

MYSTIC
WOODS

• Rent starts at just $475 per

....... . . .v.K v. ...... ;.•»...

person per month!
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Communities

4477 Lake Michigan Drive, Suite E5, Allendale, Ml
.

SMCommunitiesOffice@gmail.com
www.smnrDroDerties.com

We own and operate Sutter's Mill, Northridge
Hightree, & Sailor's Cove!
WE STILL HAVE OPENINGS FOR 2016/2017

5386 Pierce Street, Allendale
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CAMPUS
NEW TENANT

ADJACENT TO GVSU CAMPUS

PROMOTIONS AVAILABLE

GVSU BUS STOP ON SITE

Hurry in as they do not last long!
Contact the leasing office today.

FREE WIFI & EXPANDED CABLE

#uvecw

STUDY LOUNGE WITH FREE WIFI
& COOKIES

PH

616 895 5904 *

fx

FITNESS ROOM

AMPLE PARKING

REC & GAME ROOM WITH
RAT SCREEN TV, POOL TABLE,
FOOSBALL $ PING PONG
FREE 5
AIR CONDITIONING
24/7 ON-SITE MAINTENANCE
& SECURITY
FRIENDLY MANAGEMENT TEAM

616.895 5906 * 4832 WEST CAMPUS OR. SUITE MOO » ALLENDALE, Ml 49401 * rn.CAMPUSWEST.WT
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Campus West
When you chose to live in a Campus West
apartment, you are choosing to live in an apartment
complex that offers more than just a place to hang
your coat, they offer a place to call home away
from home. As a family-owned business, they have
learned from years of business and know how to
cater to the Laker community.
Focused on affordability and customer service,
Campus West has been a source of off-campus
student living since 1988. A lease at Campus
West includes not only an updated and well-kept
apartment, but a staff that is there to help you
through the process of renting an apartment.
Campus West offers everything from 1-bedroom
apartments to 4-bedroom townhomes to ensure
that you have all the options that you need.
Campus West understands that being a college
student comes along with lots of stress, late nights
and an especially tight budget. That’s why they offer

affordable rates as low as $375 a month, because
you shouldn’t have to pay ridiculous rates to be
comfortable.
Each lease includes on-site tanning, a study
lounge, game room, recycling and trash removal
and is conveniently located on the 37 and 48
bus routes. No more long waits for the bus! The
apartment complex is also conveniently located
across from Mully’s Bar and Grill and Cottage Inn
Pizza so you’re never too far away from a good time.
Also, Campus West gives you the freedom to get
where you need to be when you need to be. Along
the 37 and 48 bus routes and providing parking for
a reasonable price, Campus West wants to make
sure that you have all that you need in your new
home.
Stop in any time for a tour or check out www.
camouswest.net to find out more about your future
home!
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0o’t Take Out More Loa0l ,
Lease a townhome for

@ CAMPUS

-

Don't spend money on amenities you won’t use!

Campus West has what you need:
WiFi and Cable in ALL of our units
Fitness Room
^ Studs Lounge (with cookies!)
>FREE Tanning
*5* TWO GVSV Bus Stops On Site
Campus West Apartments
24/7 On Site Maintenance and Security
Friendly Management Team
616.895.5904 info@campuswest.iiet
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“Living here Is perfect for my budget, low cost living with a ton of
space for friends to come over: Hove how I have my own bathroom
plus an extra bathroom for guests” fl
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At Copper Beech Allendale, you don’t live in a cramped dorm but
instead have the freedom of a townhome in a welcoming environment!
Gather your friends come see what Copper Beech has to offer! Schedule
a tour today by contacting the Leasing Office at (616) 895-2900!

AMENITI
gfigaisgi
£& • v;r : ,.

TEXT CBALLENDALE TO 47464 FOR MORE INFO!
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Before the

X
Questions to ask before signing an apartment lease
1. How do I pay rent? What forms of payment are accepted?
Is there a late fee for missed payments?
2. What is the guest policy
3. Where can I park my ca
have to pay for parking? G
parking?
4. Can I sublet my
apartment?
5. What changes and al
terations can I make to
the apartment?
6. Are there discounts
associated with lease
renewals?
7. What will make me
lose my security
deposit?
8. What is the average
response time for
maintenance requests?
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ONE MONTH'S FREE RENT!
Lri&fjL
Full Circle Townhomes is ^
Allendale's only eco-friendly,
LEED Silver certified rental

community!

—

2,3, & 4 Bedroom / Bathroom Units

NOW LEASING

www.fullcirclegvsu.com

contact@fullcirclegvsu.com

616.558.8853

Full Circle Townhomes
Looking to become part of an eco-friendly
and financially-friendly rental community? Full
Circle townhomes provide a comfortable living
environment that values savings and energy
conservation.
When you choose to live at Full Circle, you
will receive more than $800 in annual savings
compared to traditional townhomes and apartment.
Each tenant will receive:
- 50 percent in savings on heat
- 40 percent more energy efficient homes
- Free water
- Free cable and internet
Within walking distance to Grand Valley
State University’s Allendale Campus, Full Circle
townhomes are also conveniently located along a
Route 37 bus stop location.
Whether you want a 2-bedroom, 3-bedroom or
4-bedroom townhome, the leasing staff at Full
Circle will help you find which LEED verified option
is right for you.
For a limited time, when you sign a lease with Full
Circle, you will receive a free month’s rent as well
as a free application process, so reach out today!

21
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Call 616-895-5875 or
visit www.boltwoodgvsu.com
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Internet and Cable included

Boltwood
Looking for a place to stay next year with
affordable rates that won’t break your budget?
Boltwood Apartments is the place for you!
They offer large, 1-bedroom and 2-bedroom
options at $755/month and $850/month
respectively. Boltwood is also conveniently located
right next to the Rapid bus stop and those who
choose to live in Boltwood can easily get to and
from Grand Valley State University on the 37.
In addition to their large units, Boltwood offers
basic cable, high-speed internet and trash to their
residents. They also have volleyball and basketball
courts for residents to use.
Want a pet to keep you company? No problem!
Boltwood is pet-friendly, with some restrictions on
breed. Contact their office for more information on
their pet policy.
For more information, contact Boltwood
Apartments at (616) 895-5875 or go to
boltwoodgvsu.com.
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CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!
We offer premier studio, one, and two-bedroom
apartments with incredible amenities in the heart
of Grand Rapids for you to call home. Whether
you're a student or young professional, we have a
community that is sure to meet your needs!

THE PLAZA APARTMENTS
201

PIIEIIDBE APARTMENTS

W Fulton St, Grand Rapid*, «/

2700 Pmeridge Dr NW, Walker, 141

plamtowersapartments com
(office) 616 1763300

pine ridge apartment* com
(office) 616.453.7999

THE LOFTS APARTMENTS
26 Sheldon Blvd SI, Grand Rapid\
loftioportmenti.com

M/

(office) 616334 0100

'Specfots and druxHjnts cutyKf to r bange
Imhoom ill n a Grand ftap*ds bated
property management compony fovai
Homing Opportunity

HISNLARO PLACE APARTMENTS
405 Washington SL Grand Rapids, Ml
higNondplaceoportmenti com
(office) 616.234 0100

EENHOORN
G*
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Pineridge
Conveniently located between both GVSU’s
Allendale and Downtown campuses. Pineridge
Apartments offer single story condo-style living with
no one living above or below you.
Pineridge is a great option for those with classes
in both Allendale and Downtown. Providing a variety
of options for student living, with multiple spacious
floor plans; studio apartments, 1-bedroom and
2-bedroom options. You choose your lease length
2-12 months.Have a cat or dog? Pineridge is pet
friendly! Welcoming cats and dogs under 55 pounds
in apartments. Pineridge also makes transportation
and household needs simple by providing open
parking, water costs, sewer, trash and snow removal
with each lease.Visit Pineridge today! Mention this
ad to receive a free application!

Highland Place (Heritage Hill)
Located in Grand Rapid's historic Heritage
Hill, Highland Place apartments offer 1-bedroom
apartments within walking distance of shops,
restaurants, entertainment and public
transportation at an affordable price.
Enjoy the convenience of onsite laundry, gated
parking and a quiet neighborhood to walk your dog.
Call the leasing office of Highland Place today to
find out more about all the great options they have
to offer.

23

Plaza Towers Apartments
Located directly in the heart of Grand Rapids,
Plaza Towers Apartments provides luxury living at an
affordable price.
With an indoor pool, fitness center, skywalk
access, 24-hour security, sports deck and access
to two restaurants on site Plaza Towers provides all
of the amenities of a hotel to your home. Enjoy the
best views of the river and city in town.
When you sign a lease with Plaza Towers
today, the application fee will be free with this
advertisement so call today!

The Lofts
What more can you ask for of a downtown Grand
Rapids apartment than a historic building with
modern finishes. The Lofts of Grand Rapids have
taken the beauty of historic Grand Rapids and the
modernity of apartment living and applied them for
your living pleasure.
With newly remodeled apartments, fitness center,
lounge and lobby, The Lofts provide a comfortable
living environment in a classic way no matter if you
stay in a 1-bedroom or 2-bedroom apartment.
For more information and for the opportunity to
have your application fee waived, call the leasing
office to learn more about your future home.

■
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• The Largest Pool in Allendale!
• Dog Park!
• 24-Hour Fitness Center with Fitness On Demand!
• Soccer Field!
• On-site Burger restaurant!
FREE OPEN PARKING A VALUE OF $180!

FILL AN ENTIRE 4 BEDROOM UNIT
AND EACH PERSON RECEIVES A
$250 GIFT CARD - TOTALING AN
ADDITIONAL $1,000!

live this way

west
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48 West
It’s that time of the year where students start
to look for places to live next year. The 48 West
Apartments and Townhomes have made new
changes and upgrades coming to their community,
making these apartments the right choice for any
college student.
Coming in 2017, the 48 West community will be
upgrading their amenities from great to awesome.
They will have the biggest pool in Allendale, a dog
park for their residents and 24-hour fitness center
that has Fitness On Demand! They will also have
a brand new soccer field and an on-site burger
restaurant for students to dine at. Talk about
awesome, right?
But wait, there’s more! College students looking
to save some money will definitely get their wish
at 48 West. There will now be free open parking, a
value of $160! Additionally, all signing fees will be
waived, so students won’t have to pay that $325.
Students can also save $50 a month if they sign
a lease for a four bedroom unit. If students fill an
entire four bedroom unit, each person who signed
will received a $250 gift card.
For those students who may not want a four
bedroom unit, don’t fret! 48 West still offers one
bedroom and two bedroom options for students
to choose from, in addition to the four bedroom
options. All apartments and townhomes offer
tons of space for students to life comfortable and
personalize their living options.
48 West cares about the satisfaction of their

residents, and will upgrade their entertainment
amenities to include a new theater and a new
game room for students and their friends to
enjoy. The Commons, an area for all residents to
come together and have fun, will be completely
renovated as well.
All of these new upgrades are in addition to the
already awesome amenities 48 West has to offer.
These includes their multi-sport court, a 20-person
hot tub, and community events residents can
attend.
And these apartments aren’t just perfect for
students, they’re also the perfect place for any
furry friends. That’s right, 48 West is pet friendly
for those four-legged friends students have. Check
out their website or call the leasing office for
specific pet fees and restrictions.
Even though 48 West is offering free parking,
they also have a bus stop conveniently placed
right inside their community. Located right in front
of the Commons, it’s easy and accessible for all
residents to catch the 48 to campus.
The 48 West community also sits right down the
road from popular businesses like Jimmy Johns,
Biggby, Burger King, and Main Street Pub.
To schedule a tour and hear about more of the
amazing renovations and updates coming to 48
West, call the leasing office today at
616-895-2400 or easily apply online at
www.48west.com
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Lowest cost in town

onifer,

reek

TOWNHOMES

$420/bed/bath
Walking distance from
Main St. Pub and bus stop
Cable and Internet provided
Laundry in every unit
New units available

Look online for floorplans and rates or call (616) 780-1234

Conifer Creek
College is expensive and stressful. Conifer Creek
Townhomes understands that and therefore, is
able to offer the lowest cost in town for comfortable
college living.
Within walking distance of Main St. Pub and
a conveniently placed bus stop, Conifer Creek
provides students looking for housing with the
privacy and lifestyle you would expect from your
home away from home only minutes away from your
classes!
Conifer Creek works hard to make sure that
students feel relaxed and at home when they
live in a townhome. Surrounded by a wooded
scenery, Conifer Creek offers private bedrooms
and bathrooms to ensure that you have everything

you need for a successful and comfortable college
experience.
With a lease at Conifer Creek, you not only
get a place to call home, but also a variety of
amenities. From free cable to covered car ports
and included washer and dryers, everything you
need is conveniently located near you personalized
townhome.
With a low rate of $420/bed/bath, Conifer Creek
is the place you want to have on your list when you
start looking for college housing.
Look online for floorplans and rates at http://
www.conifercreektownhomes.com/contact-us/ or
call (616) 780-1234 for more information. You may
email rent@conifercreektownhomes.com as well.

«
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Bring m this Coupon and rociovo

$110 OFF
lust lull month's rent tor new
tenants signing. 1 coupon per unit
Expires 4/30/2017
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Ottawa Creek
Ottawa Creek Apartments, as a family-owned
business centrally located and close to Grand
Valley State University, knows what it takes to
make an apartment a home. They bring together
spacious and affordable living with a friendly and
helpful staff.
Ottawa Creek offers spacious 2-bedroom
apartments starting at only $780 per apartment.
With a lease through Ottawa Creek, students
also have access to free parking, high speed
internet, cable, water and trash. There are also
coin laundry units in each building for resident's

Ottawa Creek Apartments
www.ottawacreek.com

convenience.
For a limited time, at the time of signing a
new lease with Ottawa Creek, residents will
waive $150 dollars off their first full month's rent
when they present this coupon. This offer will
expire April 30, 2017. So contact our friendly,
professional office staff to check availability and
to schedule a personal tour today! Contact us at
616-453-9190!

)

Check out the online version of this
guide as well as our bi-weekly
newspaper at lanthorn.com
@GVLanthorn

O Grand Valley Lanthorn

@GVLanthorn

O @GVLanthorn
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Grand
Valley
State
University’s
student senate works to ensure that the
students’ voices are continually heard
by the university. The student senate is
open to all majors, and is comprised of
50 students, who serve on one of seven
different committees. The committees
are: Senate Resources, Finance, Campus
Affairs, Educational Affairs, Diversity
Affairs, External Relations and Public
Relations. All seven committees work to
enhance student life, academics and the
overall student experience at GVSU.

HOW DO WE DO THIS?
Student senate works to:
•
Investigate & resolve common
student problems
•
Advocate for the inclusion of
students in the decision-making
processes of the university
•
Promote awareness of the role
students play in the community
•
Enhance the quality of education,
inside & outside the classroom
•
Empower students with leadership
opportunities

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
Student senate is here to represent
YOU! Stop by our general assembly
meetings Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. in the
Pere Marquette Room in the Kirkhof
Center and voice your opinions about
issues. Fill out our online form if you
see something that you believe should
be changed about GVSU. Additionally,
vote in this election for people that you
believe are qualified to serve you on
student senate.
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HOW TO VOTE
VOTING WILL TAKE PLACE MARCH 27 - APRIL 1 AT 11:59 P.M.

Click on
elections tab
www.gvsu.edu/studentsenate

Hiiitthorn

ovsu
£3tssmnnsn

ELECTIONS 2017

! 8 81.8

rTH777

Click on the
ballot link

©
Read the Lanthorn
election guide

©
n/

Vote for up to
10 candidates*

*lf you can’t find 10 candidates you want to vote for, write-in candidates are accepted, and can beat out students on the ballot.
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CARLY ALLER

IAN ARNOLD

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Statistics
HOMETOWN: Walled Lake, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student Senate,
GVSU Book Club

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Public and Nonprofit
Administration, English
HOMETOWN: Clarkston, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Students Leaving
a Mark

PLATFORM:
• Change the way students feel about the appropriations
funding board, we are here to help!
• Improve our event programming on campus
• Transparency to student organizations about our funding rules

PAIGE BAUSTERT

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Allied Health Sciences
HOMETOWN: Muskegon, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: GVSU PrePhysician Assistant Club, GVSU
Alternative Breaks, GVSU Rotaract

PLATFORM:
• Student Council throughout high school
• Student Government secretary at Muskegon Community
College
• Involved in diverse organizations and volunteer activities
• Goal to make GVSU tobacco free

PLATFORM:
• Sanctuary campus for refugees and immigrants
• Increase to campus safety
• Equal funding for student organizations
• Provide equal opportunity for education for all, make equal
what is not

MEL BALKEMA

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Legal Studies
HOMETOWN: Climax, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Alpha Sigma
Alpha, Panhellenic Association, I
Am That Girl

PLATFORM:
• I believe that I would be a good senator because I would
strive to make all Lakers feel included
• The main point I would focus on is making sure that
students are aware of resources on campus

ADAM BLUGERMAN
JAKOB BIGARD

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Political Science
HOMETOWN: Mount Pleasant, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student Senate,
Champions of Change

PLATFORM:
• Foster growth between GVSU and the Allendale/Grand
Rapids community
• Highlight, recognize, and promote civic engagement by
students and staff
• Reflect and represent students from all backgrounds

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: International Relations
HOMETOWN: Farmington Hills, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: German Club,
Diversity Club

PLATFORM:
• International relations major
• Experience in student government
• No rise in tuition/parking fees
• More flexible meal plans
• Used to working with diversity
• Team player, charismatic, open minded

MARCH 27, 2017
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JONATHAN BOWMAN

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Political Science
HOMETOWN: Brighton, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Residence
Housing Association, Student
Senate, Laker Traditions Team

PLATFORM:
• Better represent all students on and off campus
• Two years of Student Senate experience
• Reach out to more student organizations
• Express student concern to administration

LEAH BRISTOL

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Public and Nonprofit
Administration and Social Work
HOMETOWN: Grand Rapids. Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Campus Ministry
@ GV, Pine Rest Christian Mental
Health Services

PLATFORM:
hope to be elected to Student Senate to help foster
greater civic engagement and awareness of local, national,
and world issues at every level among my fellow Lakers on
GVSU campuses

MY’KEL BROWN-THOMAS

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Public and Nonprofit
Administration
HOMETOWN: Detroit, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: YBBW (You
Beautiful Black Women) Beta
Chapter

PLATFORM:
• Being in You Beautiful Black Woman helped me to develop
socially and determine what it means to be a leader
• As a student senator I would take responsibility for the
student body and lead by example

JOE CADREAU
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YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Public and Nonprofit
Administration
HOMETOWN: Sault Ste Marie, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Native American
Student Association, NAACPGVSU, Students Against
Sweatshops, SLAM (Students
Leaving a Mark)

PLATFORM:
• Diversity on Senate body
• Call Boxes
• Mental Health Awareness
• Community Engagement

Volunteerism
Equality
Safety
Sanctuary campus
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TEODORO CHELOTTI

KEVIN CHUI

YEAR: Graduate Student
MAJOR: Accounting
HOMETOWN: Sao Paulo, Brazil
INVOLVEMENT: N/A

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Biomedical Science
HOMETOWN: Otsego, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student Senate,
Microbiology Club, Pre-Med Club,
Kids in Motion, Laker Traditions
Team, Pre Professional Council

PLATFORM:
• I would bring a lot of valuable experience to student
senate, as I have been a student at GVSU for four years
• If elected, I will work to ensure that there is fairness and
equity in all of GVSU’s dealings

PATRICK COX

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Economics
HOMETOWN: Canton, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: GVSU College
Republicans, Sigma Phi Epsilon

PLATFORM:
• Represent and pursue the interests of my peers.
• Detract from any current or potential divisiveness in order
to achieve multilateral goals for the betterment of the
student body.

PLATFORM:
• More accommodations for movement science
• Tax filing classes/resources for students
• Expand outreach to students
• Improve quality of wireless internet on campus

CARIESE COOKS

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Biomedical/Pre-Med
HOMETOWN: Detroit, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: P.O.W.E.R., PreMed Club, R.I.B.S. Dance Team

PLATFORM:
• I wish to join the student senate to attribute a voice for the
people in my community, regarding similar interest, race,
culture, and academic background for GVSU students

THOMAS DELANO
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CARTER ENGLER

AMBER GERRITS

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Management Information
Systems
HOMETOWN: Chelsea, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student Senate,
Holton Hooker Community
Council, Enterprise Systems
Student Union

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Group Social Studies and
Education
HOMETOWN: St.Clair, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Alternative Breaks,

PLATFORM:
• I’ve already had a year of experience as a Freshman on
Student Senate and all through high school on student
government
• I’m closely connected to those with authority to make
changes on Grand Valley’s campus actually happen

RIVER GIBBS

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Statistics
HOMETOWN: Jenison, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student Senate,
Phi Kappa Phi

PLATFORM:
• Active voice for transfer students
• Ally for LGBTQ community and diversity
• Advocate for community involvement
• Maintain transparency and student involvement

Council for Exceptional Children, PALs
Student Mentors, Aspiring Student
Affairs Professionals, Omicron Delta
Kappa, Student Organization Review
Board, Belly Dance Club

PLATFORM:
• I would like to sit on the Educational Affairs Committee
in order to work towards completing projects concerning
accessibility, sign-language, and increased student-faculty
communication

STACEY GROSS

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Allied Health Sciences
and Speech-Language Pathology
HOMETOWN: Troy, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Campus Ministry,
Laker Traditions Team, Student
Senate, Leadership Intern in the
Office of Student Life, Leadership
Summit
PLATFORM:
• Extremely passionate about the well-being of GV students
• Value equality, compassion, & making change happen
• Possess great communication, dedication, & loyalty
• Believe in the great potential of GVSU

KELLY HANCOX

DARWIN HARRIS

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Psychology
HOMETOWN: Mattawan, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Grand Valley
Alternative Breaks, Grand Valley
Resident Assistant, Student Senate

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: History
HOMETOWN: East Saint Louis, IL
INVOLVEMENT: TRiO, First
Generation Scholars, Theater
(Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992),
Student Senate

PLATFORM:
• Bring a TESL/TEFL certification to Grand Valley State
University
• Connect GVSU students to the Allendale community on the
Educational Affairs Committee.
• Work on other projects brought up by students!

PLATFORM:
• Honest voice/Advocate
for ALL students
• More diversity on Senate
• I am a Laker and love to
have fun!

• More food options!
• Plan to host a campus
wide social gathering,
specifically a laser tag
night
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MATTHEW HIGGINS

ALEXANDER HOUSEMAN

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: General Business
HOMETOWN: Novi, Ml

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Political Science

INVOLVEMENT: Campus Ministry,
Catholic Student Ministries,
Student Senate

PLATFORM:
• Create a mentorship program to help undecided students
•Improve the transition of transfer students at GVSU
•Keep GVSU improving year after year by listening to the
opinions of all students

RACHEL IBARRA

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Social Work
HOMETOWN: Constantine, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Tri Sigma Sorority,
TRIO Student Services, Transitions
Leader

PLATFORM:
• Want to unify the GV community more through inclusive
events.
• I have a passion for event planning and helping others.
• I love GV and want to help others feel the same way by
being their voice.

HOMETOWN: Muskegon, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: College
Republicans

PLATFORM:
• I will make it my mission to ensure that student rights are
protected from the powers of the university government
• I will back legislation that advocates for campus security

DAVID ISBELL

YEAR:Freshman
MAJOR: Political Science
HOMETOWN: Warren, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: GVSU College
Republicans, Young Americans for
Freedom

PLATFORM:
• Increase the number of American flags around campus
• Lowering the cost of parking passes
• Increase student engagement in civic life
• More frequent busing on weekends

RACHEL JENKIN
NOEMI JIMENEZ
YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Psychology
HOMETOWN: Brownstown, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student Senate,
Criminal Justice Student
Association, Psi Chi, Laker
Traditions Team

PLATFORM:
• I am ambitious, eager, creative and currently on Student Senate
• I will continue working on our prayer & meditation space,
creating wellness stations, and concentrating on the needs
of the GVSU community

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: International Relations
HOMETOWN: Muskegon, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Latino Student
Union, Advocates for Immigration
Reform, Laker Familia

PLATFORM:
•I want to be on Student Senate to bring a diverse
viewpoint, and to bridge the gap between Student Senate
and students so that we can further promote their interest
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ALIA JOHNSON

CAMERON JONES

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Public and Nonprofit
Administration
HOMETOWN: Chicago, IL
INVOLVEMENT: Righteous
Ministry, Modern Study, Rubies

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Political Science and
International Relations
HOMETOWN: Trenton, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Issues Forum,
Model United Nations

PLATFORM:
• I will be able to reach the marginalized audience by
bringing diversity, innovative ideas, and tenacity
I want to continue to be a catalyst of change on campus

ANGELA KACZYNSKI

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Political Science and
International Relations
HOMETOWN: Saginaw, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Young Americans
for Freedom, Campus Ministry,
Law Society, College Republicans

PLATFORM:
• As an experienced member of many activist organizations,
I will continue to fight for individual liberties to make
students’ voices on campus my top priority

PLATFORM:
• I will inspire pride in our university within every student
and throughout the Michigan community
• I will amplify our university to ensure that the leaders of
tomorrow get their start as Lakers today

OLIVIA KOLC

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Accounting and Finance
HOMETOWN: Farmington Hills, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student Senate,
Alpha Sigma Alpha, Phi Chi Theta

PLATFORM:
• I have been on the Finance Committee for 2 years now
• I plan on running for VP of Finance
• I want to have more communication and transparency with
organizations on how to distribute funds

ELEANORE LARSON
AMELA MANDZUKIC
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Geology
HOMETOWN: Stevensville, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student
Environmental Coalition, Frederick
Meijer Honors College, IM
Volleyball

PLATFORM:
• Experience as a student council secretary
• Organized & dedicated to improving student life
• Will listen to any issue from any student
• Will work for more recycling bins & improved parking

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Comprehensive Science
and Arts for Teaching
HOMETOWN: Sterling Heights, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Housing &
Residence Life, Student Senate

PLATFORM:
• I aim to have a distinguishable and well-defined cabinet/
body, in order to represent the various issues and needs of
the students
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KYLE MARTIN

MORGAN MATTLER

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Finance
HOMETOWN: Rockford, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: College
Republicans

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Political Science
HOMETOWN: Bloomfield Hills, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student Senate,
Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity, Hillel
Club

PLATFORM:
• Help students voices be heard by the administration
• Promote activities that encourage equality and diversity
• Allow free speech all over campus

GERILYNN MERRIAM

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Political Science
HOMETOWN: Sebewaing, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Young Americans
for Freedom, College Republicans,
Campus Ministry

PLATFORM:
• I want to make students’ issues a central priority. This
includes free speech and total inclusion of all in every
classroom and organization on campus

PLATFORM:
• Extremely passionate about Senate's ability to reach out to
the student body and make valuable, positive change
• Dedicated to improving outreach and communications
between Senate & the student body

KYLE NELSON

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Film & Video
HOMETOWN: Zeeland, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: College
Republicans. The Whale

PLATFORM:
• I have the desire to be involved and learn
• I believe Free speech is critically important
• I want equal representation in the senate
• I will promote civil, intellectual discussion

HOLLY NEVA
RACHEL REYNOLDS
YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Political Science and
International Relations
HOMETOWN: Flushing. Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Gamma Phi
Beta, Student Senate, Student
Ambassador

PLATFORM:
• Hardworking, outgoing, dedicated
• Open a service that allows students to text an emergency
service if needed
•Want to open a tax filing service for students to learn how
to file taxes

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Human Resource
Management
HOMETOWN: Northville, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Cage Free,
Campus Ministry, Community
Council, Resident Housing
Association

PLATFORM:
• Friendly and enthusiastic
• Hardworking and committed
• I want to help be a part of the change on campus through
my peers and find ways to promote these methods!
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MADDIE RHOADES

BENJAMIN RIFKIN

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Public Administration and
Nonprofit
HOMETOWN: Howell, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Eyes Wide Open,
Better Together Interfaith Club,
Hillel, Student Senate

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Management Information
Systems
HOMETOWN: East Lansing, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Seidman TRACKS
Program, Enterprise Systems
Union,

PLATFORM:
• Wish to continue work on diversity and inclusive on campus
• Want to better the representation of GVSU to better reflect
the community
• Advocate for unheard or ignored students

PLATFORM:
• Voices are important and sometimes ignored; will work
towards equal hearing of all student concerns
• Pew and Allendale, both integral to our community should
be equally important
• Work towards integrated campus feel, we are "One GVSU”

ETHAN SCHAFER

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Political Science
HOMETOWN: Beal City, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Issues Forum,
Student Senate, Alternative
Breaks, Whale Radio, ANCHOR
Community Council

PLATFORM:
• To make our home for these 4 years better for all of us.
• To make sure nobody is discriminated against because of
their beliefs.
•Get an InsomniaCookie on campus (or at least close to
campus if possible)

BECCA ROGERS

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Political Science, Women
and Gender Studies
HOMETOWN: Grand Rapids, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: PEP Sexual
Assault Active Bystander, Student
Senate, Activate Volunteer,
Cultural Funding Board

PLATFORM:
• I am passionate with my work and I strive towards making
GVSU a more inclusive place
I plan on achieving this by working to focus on the needs of
women, single parents, and the LGBTQ community

HANNAH SCOTT
CHRISTIAN SCHROEDER

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Marketing and
Management
HOMETOWN: Troy, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Delta Sigma Pi,
Red Cross, American Marketing
Association, Rowing Club,
Swimming Club

PLATFORM:
• I am committed, driven, reliable, and involved in my
community
•I want to be a good representative of our student body, and
of GVSU to the best of my ability

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: International Relations
and Political Science
HOMETOWN: Freeland, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Campus Ministry,
Young Americans for Freedom,
College Republicans

PLATFORM:
• I am dedicated to helping GVSU promote inclusion &
diversity of thought
• I think free speech & dialogue are important on campus
• I believe making campus safe & inviting for everyone is a
priority
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NYIA SLADE

EMMA SLUITER

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Multimedia Journalism
HOMETOWN: Detroit, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Flawless Faces
U.N.l.T.E, Y.B.B.W, Detroit Does
Well

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Health Communications
HOMETOWN: Holt, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Transitions, Whale
Radio, First Year Leadership
Experience, Leadership Summit,
Student Senate, Health Coalition
Club

PLATFORM:
• Being a senator would be an honor
• I believe being apart of Student Senate will fulfill my goal
of advocating for my peers, and placing action behind the
concerns of students on GVSU campus

PLATFORM:
• I want to continue to help with internal relations on the
body, making sure everyone is doing work to benefit all of
Grand Valley State University
• I want to make sure all senate related events are successful

RIELLY SMITH

RILEY STHEINER

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Rielly Smith
HOMETOWN: Milford, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: BRCAn’t Stop me

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Business Economics
HOMETOWN: Pinckney, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Sigma Sigma
Sigma, Law Society

PLATFORM:
• I want to give the students of GVSU a voice and the ability
to make GVSU a welcoming place for everyone
• I believe If we can put our minds together we’ll be able to
accomplish anything

PLATFORM:
• New experiences
• Better connection to the school
• Increase the connection between students and senate
• Ensure maximum productivity

ERIC-JOHN SZCZEPANIAK

PHILLIP TODD

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Political Science & Legal
Studies
HOMETOWN: Grand Rapids, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: GVSU College
Democrats, Office of Multicultural
Affairs Ambassador, Student
Senate, Law Society, First-Year
Queer Alliance, Kenowa Hills
Public Schools Board of Education

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Public and Nonprofit
Administration
HOMETOWN: Kalamazoo, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Black Male
Scholars Initiative, Office of
Multicultural Affairs Ambassador,
Cultural Funding Board, iSalute

PLATFORM:
• I want tto continue to show GVSU in a positive light!
• I am an openly gay senator concerned with the well-being
of every student
• As a GR native, I want to connect GVSU more to our
surrounding communities

PLATFORM:
• I want to promote social justice and cultural awareness on
campus
• want to help incoming students become acclimated to
GVSU easier
• I’m going to be an advocate for minorities on campus
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NICHOLAS TOTH

JOSEPH TUCKER

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Finance and Accounting
HOMETOWN: Howell. Ml
INVOLVEMENT: College
Republicans, Seidman IPO,
Italian Club, Professional Sales
Organization, Future Alumni
Association

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Undecided
HOMETOWN: Ludington, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: College
Republicans, Turning Point USA

PLATFORM:
• Energetic, goal oriented, and passionate individual aspiring
to make a change for the better on the GVSU campus

PLATFORM:
• Eagle Scout with strong scouting values
• Strong conservative values
• I am hoping to bring a more conservative voice to our
campus

FAITH UREEL
JOHN VANDAELE
YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Biology
HOMETOWN: Livonia, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: GVSU
Microbiology Club, GVSU
Beekeepers, Honors College
Mentor, Alternative Breaks

PLATFORM:
• I demonstrate leadership as an officer for several clubs (PR
for Microbiology Club, Secretary for Beekeepers)
• I champion engagement in the democratic process
• I will continue momentum Grand Valley State University
has gained toward being a sustainable campus

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Political Science and
International Relations
HOMETOWN: Freeland, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Young Americans
for Freedom, College Republicans,
Students for Life, NRA at GVSU,
Turning at GVSU

PLATFORM:
• I believe Student Senate gives me the opportunity to make
a positive difference in the lives of students at GVSU
• Accomplish more state funding
• Accomplish connecting opportunities outside campus to
students

SARAH WALTERS
MONICA VAN TIL
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Economics
HOMETOWN: Macomb, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Community
Council, Residence Housing
Association, First Year Leadership
Experience, Colleges Against
Cancer, College Diabetes Network,
Cage Free
PLATFORM:
• Committed to improving student life on campus and
ensuring all voices are heard
• Connections to numerous student organizations
• Experience in leadership
• Eager to take on responsibility

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Behavioral Neuroscience
and Allied Health Science
HOMETOWN: Grand Rapids, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Spotlight
Productions, Alternative Breaks

PLATFORM:
• Keep myself and others informed on issues concerning the
campus and surrounding communities
• Represent GVSU students to the best of my abilities
• Do whatever I can to improve the parking situation!
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GREG ZIEGENFELDER

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Advertising and Public
Relations
HOMETOWN: Troy. Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Student Senate.
Laker Traditions Team (President),
Go Team Leader Transitions New
Student Orientation Program,
Alternative Breaks, Advertising
Club
PLATFORM:
• Create a campus community welcoming to all students
• Advocate students wants and needs to faculty, staff, and
administrators
• Increase awareness to student organizations to resources
offered by senate.

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Communication Studies
HOMETOWN: Troy, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Laker Traditions
Team, Spotlight Productions

PLATFORM:
• I would like to be on senate to make sure that students
voices are heard by the body
Making sure that senators are working hard on making GVSU
the best it can be!

KATARINA ZOMER

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: International Business
HOMETOWN: Holland, Ml
INVOLVEMENT: Frederik Meijer
Honors College, Intramural Sports,
"II Geranio” Italian Club, “Les
Francophiles" French Club, Laker
Traditions, GVSU Book Club

gvsu.edu/studentsonato
(
Onlina Voting Bogina
It ooim Monday)

PLATFORM:
• Support and represent all Lakers
• Create and implement programs to benefit GVSU and the
student body
• Hone communication between students and administration
• Let’s make it rain with Laker Effect!
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j---------------------------------------------

Getting involved with student senate elections

BY SEAN O’MEUA
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Grand Valley State
University has been
my home for the past
four years. There have
been so many great
opportunities, friend
ships, learning expe
riences, and more!
However, no home
is perfect. GVSU has
many issues that need
to be addressed: low
state funding, student
safety concerns, inclu
sion and diversity on
campus, and any new
issues that arise each
year. Any good home
owner doesn’t just ig
nore the problems, but
they would rather roll

up their sleeves and
gets right to work.
This is what student
senate is all about listening to student
concerns and tak
ing an active role in
making our home the
best it can be. There
are 44 student senate
positions available
for during elections
for the next academic
year (six reserved for
incoming students).
We want the best and
the brightest stu
dents to represent the
25,000 Lakers we work
to serve through a
variety of projects.
These tasks and
projects can be
worked on through
the seven different
committees such as
senate resources, fi
nance, campus affairs,
educational affairs, di
versity affairs, external
relations, and public
relations. If elected,
a senator will sit on
these committees and
work with some of the

Grand Valley State University
Student Senate

most talented leaders
across campus to bet
ter our university.
While the senators
this past academic
year have put in a lot
of time and effort into
different tasks and
have accomplished a
lot, their time on stu
dent senate will soon
end. We are look
ing for a new batch
of leaders to take
their place and keep
moving the campus
forward by represent
ing our students.
This upcoming year
I personally have set
a goal to see senate
break all our election
records and have the
most students run and
the most students vote
than any year before.
This is not an easy
task, but many hands
make light work and
that’s why we need
everyone’s support!
It’s important that
good student leaders
are encouraged to be a
part of student senate

@GVStudentSenate

because they can share
the student voice
and perspective with
GVSU administration.
If you’re not interested
in running for student
senate, that’s okay!
You can still partici
pate in this election by
seeking more infor
mation about those
running, or voting for
the 10 candidates you
have faith in! It is our
duty to protect our
University and make
sure we pick the best
possible leaders to
represent all Lakers
and make GVSU even
better in the upcom
ing year.
You can get more
information on elec
tions by going to gvsu.
edu/studentsenate
on how to run and
vote. Election packets
are due in the Senate
Office Monday, March
20th and elections
take place online from
Monday, March 27
through Saturday,
April 1, 2017.

@GVStudentSenate
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SENATE IN ACTION
“Voting is the
quickest &
easiest way to
be engaged in
your community,
so vote for your
student senators!”
BRANDON FITZGERALD

“Voting in the Grand
Valley student senate
elections is not only
a special and unique
way for Lakers to
effect and help shape
their communities,
but it also offers a
way for students to
be more civically
involved, getting to
know the students
who represent them,
and to make their
voices heard in this
politically divided
time ”

JEREMY TURNBULL
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“If one wants to
have their voice
heard then It Is
essential they vote
in this student
senate election
(as) they strive to
initiate the change
we, the student
body, need.”
ALAN CARTER

“Our student
senators represent
our voice to the
university. It is
essential to make
our voice heard by
casting votes for
the senators we
feel will best serve
the student body.”
ANDREW HEREZA
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