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For .immediate release 
December 8, 2012 
Contact: Leah (Zuber) Twilley, Grand Valley News and Information Services, (616) 331-2222 

MEDIA NOTE: Photos, b-ro/1 and soundbites of Ford Bales and the ceremony are available on 
Grand Valley's FTP media site; visit http://qvsu.edu/slaW to learn how to access the site. 

Photos and video: GVSU Commencement 

More than 1,000 Grand Valley State University students participated in the fall commencement 
ceremony December 8 at Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids. Susan Ford Bales, daughter of 
President Gerald R. Ford and Betty Ford, gave the keynote address to students and their 
families. 

Ford Bales has had a career in public service, currently serving as a trustee for the Gerald R. 
Ford Historical Legacy Trust and the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation. She serves as a 
global ambassador of the Susan G. Ko men Foundation and served as chair of the Better Ford 
Center from 2005-2010. She is a board member of the Rosalynn Carter Fellowships for Mental 
Health, Betty Ford Alpine Gardens Foundation and the Bosque School in New Mexico. 

Highlights from the ceremony include: 

- Martin E. Marty, distinguished professor emeritus at the University of Chicago, received an 
honorary doctor of letters, recognizing his contributions as an author and presenter on religion 
and culture. 
- The Alumni Association presented two awards during the ceremony. Kathleen Underwood, 
director of the Women and Gender Studies program and associate professor of history, 
received the Outstanding Educator Award. Maryjean Schenk, vice dean for medical education at 
the Wayne State University School of Medicine, received the Distinguished Alumni Award. 
- New to commencement this year was the addition of the Veteran cord. Veterans attending 
the ceremony, including graduating students, faculty and staff members, received a red, white 
and blue cord to wear with their cap and gown to recognize their service to the military. 
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Contact: Michele Coffill, GVSU News and Information Services, (616) 331-2221 

Deadline extended for MLK Community Service Award Nominations 
-- GVSU will present first award in January 

ALLENDALE, Mich. -The deadline has been extended to nominate a West Michigan individual 
or organization for the first Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Service Award presented by 
Grand Valley State University. 

University officials said the deadline to receive nominations is January 4. The award will be 
presented during the 2013 King Commemoration Week, set for January 20-26. 

GVSU created the award to honor an individual or organization who best portrays the spirit of 
King's teachings and examples. Criteria for nominating an individual or business/organization 
include the following: 

-- Leadership in community building 
-- Advocacy for educational excellence 
-- Furthering economic opportunity 
-- Promotion of social justice 
-- Advancing cultural awareness 
-- Adherence to the principles of non-violence 
-- Advancing organizational diversity and inclusion values 

A nomination form and more information can be found online at www.gvsu.edu/mlk. 

Nominations can be sent to: 
Division of Inclusion and Equity 
Grand Valley State University 
1 Campus Drive 10 JHZ 
Allendale, Ml 49401 

They also can be sent via email to inclusion@gvsu.edu. 

For more information, call the Division of Inclusion and Equity at (616) 331-3296. 
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December 12, 2012 
For immediate release 

Contact: Mary lsca Pirkola, GVSU News & Information Services (616) 331-2221 
Matthew Boelkins, GVSU mathematics professor (616) 331- 3384 

Photo of Matthew Boe/kins available on Grand Valley's media FTP website. For questions on 
how to connect to the FTP site, visit http://qvsu.edu/s/aW 

Grand Valley mathematics professor wins Michigan Distinguished Teaching Award 

ALLENDALE, Mich. -- Grand Valley professor of mathematics, Matthew Boelkins has been 
selected to receive the 2013 Distinguished Teaching Award from the Michigan Section of the 
Mathematical Association of America. The award will be presented at the organization's annual 
meeting in May. 

Boelkins, who lives in Jenison, has taught at Grand Valley since 1998. In 2003 he received the 
university's Pew Teaching Excellence Award in the Science and Mathematics Division. 

Grand Valley mathematics professor Ted Sundstrom, who nominated Boelkins for the award, 
said faculty members in the department have commented about Boelkins' ability to maintain 
high academic standards and expectations for students while simultaneously enjoying 
extremely positive relationships with his students. "His influence on the teaching profession 
goes well beyond Grand Valley," said Sundstrom. "He and a colleague have twice organized a 
40-hour summer workshop for teachers of AP Calculus." 

Sundstrom also noted Boelkins' willingness to give of himself in the service of learning, in that 
during a recent sabbatical leave, he wrote a free, open source textbook for first semester 
calculus, with materials for second semester in progress. The text may be viewed at 
http://bit.ly/P8cguM. 

Boelkins also maintains a blog focused on free resources for teaching calculus at 
http://opencalculus.wordpress.com. This text may be used by instructors and students of 
differential calculus at Grand Valley and other universities, in order to replace the use of for­
profit textbooks and proprietary software. "Dr. Boelkins is truly an inspiration to those of us 
who have the privilege of being his colleague," said Sundstrom. 

Boelkins will also be the Michigan Section nominee for the national MAA Deborah and Franklin 
Tepper Haimo Awards for Distinguished College or University Teaching of Mathematics. Each of 
the three national winners will be honored at the national MAA meeting in January 2014. 
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GVSU to host health care interprofessional conference 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. - Grand Valley State University is among the sponsors of a two-day conference 
that focuses on continuing to build and improve, interprofessional relationships among West Michigan 
health care providers and educational institutions. 

The fourth annual lnterprofessional Education and Practice Conference will be held January S-6 at the 
Devos Center on GVSU's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Register on line by December 20 at 
www.gvsu.edu/vphealth, there is no charge to attend. 

Keynote speakers are experts in health care reform and interprofessional education. They are Mandy 
Lowe, from the University of Toronto; Robert Graham, program director for Aligning Forces for Health; 
and Deborah Gardner, senior advisor of Bureau of Health Professions. 

Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for health at Grand Valley, said conference participants will learn the 
progress of the West Michigan lnterprofessional Education Initiative, research and practice applications 
and discuss contributions to health care quality and efficiency. 

Other conference sponsors include the Grand Rapids Medical Education Partners, Michigan State 
University College of Human Medicine and Blue Cross Blue Shield. For more information about the 
conference, contact Brenda Pawl at (616) 331-5960. 
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MEDIA NOTE: Photos of WGVU through the years are available on Grand Valley's FTP media 
site; visit http://qvsu.edu/slaW to learn how to access the site. 

WGVU Public Media celebrates 40th anniversary 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. - On Monday, December 17, WGVU Public Media will celebrate its 40th 
anniversary of serving the community. WGVU became a service of Grand Valley State University 
in 1972. 

WGVC-TV 35 was the first station and started with one channel for four hours each day. In 
1984, WGVK-TV Channel 52 began operating in Kalamazoo. In 1987, the call letters of 35 were 
converted to WGVU -TV, reflecting Grand Valley State College's transformation to Grand Valley 
State University. 

"On December 17, 1972, Grand Valley State College's President Arend D. Lubbers signed on 
channel 35, WGVC-TV. Now, 40 years later we embark on the next leg of our journey," said 
Michael Walenta, WGVU public media general manager. "Throughout the years, thousands 
upon thousands of West Michigan viewers, donors, members, supporters and stakeholders 
have helped mold and shape WGVU into what it is today. Thanks to all who have made the past 
40 years so wonderful for all of our viewers." 

WGVU Public Media will kick off the celebration with events on December 17: 

- WGVU Public Media and Celebration Cinema will host a free preview screening of the first 
hour of Downton Abbey season three at 7 p.m. at Celebration Cinema North in Grand Rapids 
and Celebration Crossroads in Kalamazoo. Seating is limited; reserve seats at 
wgvu.org/downton. 

- WGVU Public.Media will host a fundraiser at On The Border Mexican Grill restaurant at 
Rivertown Mall in Grandville and Woodland Mall in Kentwood. Fifteen percent from all orders 
will be donated to WGVU. 

AboutWGVU 
Today, WGVU Public Media offers two television stations with four program streams on each 
station to west and southwest Michigan. 

• WGVU-HD 35.1/52.1 television signal serves more than 2.4 million viewers in 28 
counties, 24 hours a day. WGVU is the exclusive PBS Television Station that serves 
people from the Indiana border to Ludington and from the Lakeshore to Ionia. 
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• WGVU-Create TV 35.2/52.2, more often called "do-it-yourself", includes viewers' 
favorite public television series and specials on cooking, travel, arts and crafts, 
gardening, home improvement and other lifestyle interests. 

• WGVU-MHz Worldview 35.3/52.3 is a national, independent, non-commercial channel 
presenting fresh, relevant English-language international content including news, 
documentaries, cultural programming, dramas, films and mysteries, music and sports. 

WGVU-FM 88.5 and 95.3 reach more than 1.3 million listeners from Grand Rapids to the 
Lakeshore. WGVU-FM is the local NPR station and source for local news, traffic and 
weather. You can listen to WGVU-FM 88.5 and 95.3 online at wgvu.org and with the free 
WGVU FM mobile app available for the iPhone, iPad and Android operating system. 

With a playlist of over 7,000 titles, WGVU Real Oldies 1480/850 AM has a playlist of more than 
7,000 titles and is meant for anyone who enjoys listening to early rock and roll, doo-wop, 
Motown, soul, the British Invasion, the surfer sound or even bubblegum music. Listen online a, 
realoldies1480.org and on the free WGVU Real Oldies 1480/850 mobile app for the iPad, iPhone 
and Android operating system. 

WGVU's continued mission is to provide educational, informative, and entertaining programs 
and events to the West Michigan community as a service of Grand Valley State University. The! 
majority of the operating funds come from individual members. 

For more information, contact Bradley Gordon, WGVU marketing coordinator, at (616) 331-
6526 or gordonbr@gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA-'Lincoln' up for several Golden Globes, but award-worthy Lincoln collection lives at 
GVSU 

ALLENDALE, Mich. - Already a hit on the big screen, the adaptation of a popular Doris Kearns 
Goodwin book about Abraham Lincoln is leading the Golden Globe nominations with a total of 
seven. 

But the story of Lincoln can't be told fully in a movie, and thousands upon thousands of books 
have been written about the former president. Grand Valley State University is a clearinghous,~ 
for Lincoln fans, and has one of the most comprehensive archival collections of material on 
Abraham Lincoln in the state of Michigan. 

Originally donated to the university 20 years ago by former Meijer executive Harvey Lemmen, 
the university's Lincoln collection contains more than 5,000 volumes and numerous pieces of 
memorabilia, lithographs, prints, paintings, reproductions, and rare original pieces from 
Lincoln's life, presidency, and legacy. 

"The university Lincoln collection is a treasure for fans and scholars of the former president," 
said university archivist Robert Beasecker. "Mr. Lemmen had a passion for collecting books and 
other materials pertaining to Lincoln. We're lucky to have them." 

The collection of Lincoln material is accessible to students, faculty and staff, and the general 
public, all accessible on Grand Valley's Allendale Campus in the Seidman House university 
archives. While not available for check out, the material is available for use in the on-site 
reading room. 

The collection includes an original first printing of the Gettysburg Address, dozens of original 
postcards and lithographs depicting the room Lincoln died in, an original printing of the 1858 
debates with Stephen Douglas, and an original 'Wanted' poster from shortly after Lincoln's 
death seeking John Wilkes Booth for arrest. The main room of the university archives features a 
large painting called 'Allegory on the Death of Lincoln" from 1865 by Belgian artist Constantin 
Meunier. 

The collection also features a presidential writings collection that's on loan to Grand Valley 
from university supporter Randy Bergers, which includes several books and autobiographies 
from Lincoln. 

An additional resource for Lincoln-hungry scholars is the Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
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Studies, an academic center dedicated to leadership and the study of presidents and their 
politics. Director Gleaves Whitney is a presidential historian and scholar with a fondness for 
Lincoln, a president he called "one of democracy's greatest leaders." 

Whitney has spoken extensively about Lincoln, and in 2009, was appointed to Michigan's 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Committee, a two-year effort charged with helping the state 
celebrate the 16th president's contributions to the nation. 

For more information on the Grand Valley State University Abraham Lincoln collection, contact 
Nate Hoekstra, (616) 331-2221. For more information on the Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies, visit HauensteinCenter.orgor call (616) 331-2770. 
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For Immediate Release 
December 18, 2012 
Contact: Nate Hoekstra, Grand Valley News and Information Services, (616) 331-2221, 
hoekstna@gvsu.edu; Alan Steinman, Grand Valley Annis Water Resources Institute, (616) 331-
3749. 

MEDIA NOTE: A high-resolution graphic is available at 
http://www. qreatlakesmappinq. orq/media-library/fact 

Environmental threat map highlights Great Lakes restoration challenges 

MUSKEGON, Mich. - A comprehensive map three years in the making is telling the story of 
humans' impact on the Great Lakes, identifying how "environmental stressors" stretching from 
Minnesota to Ontario are shaping the future of an ecosystem that contains 20 percent of the 
world's fresh water. 

In an article published online December 17 in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, a group led by researchers at the University of Michigan, including Grand Valley State? 
University's Annis Water Resources Director Alan Steinman, reports on an expansive and 
detailed effort to map and cross-compare environmental stresses and the ecological services 
provided by the five lakes. 

Their efforts have produced the most comprehensive map to date of Great Lakes' stressors, and 
also the first map to explicitly account for all major types of stressors on the lakes in a 
quantitative way. 

"Despite clear societal dependence on the Great Lakes, their condition continues to be 
degraded by numerous environmental stressors," said David Allan, the project's lead researcher 
and a professor of aquatic sciences at the University of Michigan's School of Natural Resources 
and Environment. The map gives federal and regional officials an unprecedented scientific 
foundation upon which to sustainably manage the Great Lakes, the researchers conclude. 

The environmental stress map was developed by a bi-national team of researchers from 
academia and environmental organizations known as the Great Lakes Environmental 
Assessment and Mapping (GLEAM) project. The team drew upon the latest and best data from 
federal and state agencies as well as non-governmental organizations and individual 
researchers. 

The map represents the combined influence of nearly three dozen individual stressors and is 
incredibly detailed for a region spanning nearly 900 miles, showing impacts at the scale of half a 
mile, researchers say. Thirty-four stressors were examined, including coastal development, 
pollutants transported by rivers from agricultural and urban land, fishing pressure, climate 
change, invasive species and toxic chemicals (the full list is at 
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http://www.greatlakesmapping.org). 

To rank the relative importance of different stressors to ecosystem health, the team surveyed 
161 researchers and natural resource managers from across the basin. Combining the mapping 
of multiple stressors with their ranking by experts to assess ecosystem health is an emerging 
new approach. 

Their work found high and low "stress" - defined as human impacts like physical, chemical or 
biological disruptions that potentially have adverse effects on people, plants and animals - in all 
five lakes. Ecosystem stress is highest closer to shores, but also extends offshore in some 
areas. Large sub-regions of moderate to high cumulative stress were found in lakes Erie and 
Ontario as well as in Saginaw and Green bays, and along Lake Michigan's shorelines. In contrast, 
extensive offshore areas of lakes Superior and Huron, where the coasts are less populated and 
developed, experience relatively low stress. 

The Great Lakes provide a host of human benefits, termed ecosystem services, ranging from 
recreational and commercial fishing to boating, beach use and birding, with economic values 
estimated in the tens of billions of dollars annually. Comparing maps of ecosystem services to 
maps of stress, the researchers found that locations providing human benefits often were 
disproportionately stressed. 

A key goal of the effort was to help lawmakers and natural resource managers better plan 
Great Lakes-area investments, such as those under the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, a 
federal effort initiated in 2009 that is funding hundreds of projects at sites where ecosystem 
stress is very high. The initiative is the largest investment in the Great Lakes in two decades. 
Eleven federal agencies developed an action plan to implement the initiative through 2014. 

The researchers launched a new website (http://www.greatlakesmapping.org) to share their 
results with policymakers, planners and government officials in the region. The project will 
continue acquiring data to map stressors currently not included and will regularly update the 
stress maps. 

The Great Lakes Environmental Assessment and Mapping project began in 2009 with $500,000 
from the Bloomfield Hills, Mich.-based Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb Family Foundation. 

For more information, contact Alan Steinman, director of Grand Valley's Annis Water Resources 
Institute, at (616) 331-3749 or visit gvsu.edu/wri. 
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For Immediate Release 
December 19, 2012 
Contact: Nate Hoekstra, GV News and Information Services, (616) 331-2221, 
hoekstna@gvsu.edu 

Grand Valley ranked in top 10 for campus safety 

ALLENDALE, Mich. - Grand Valley State University has been ranked in the top 10 for campus 
safety among all Michigan public colleges and universities for the second year in a row. 

The rankings, compiled by StateUniversity.com, are based upon incidents of campus crime as 
reported to campus safety officials. This is the second year StateUniversity.com has compiled 
the rankings. 

Grand Valley was ranked the sixth safest campus in the state. 

The complete ranking list for Michigan colleges and universities can be found here. 

As part of the safest schools ranking, the website analyzed crime statistics for 450 colleges and 
universities, and assigned a safety rating to each school. Safety ratings are determined based 
upon the number of occurrences of different crimes, and weighted based upon the probability 
of each incident happening to each student based upon campus size. 

For more Grand Valley news, follow us on Twitter: @GV Now. 
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