
Grand Valley State University Grand Valley State University 

ScholarWorks@GVSU ScholarWorks@GVSU 

Bull Frog Pond Thomas Jefferson College Publications 

11-6-1973 

Bull Frog pond, Vol. VII, No. 4 Bull Frog pond, Vol. VII, No. 4 

Grand Valley State College. Thomas Jefferson College 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/bullfrogpond 

ScholarWorks Citation ScholarWorks Citation 
Grand Valley State College. Thomas Jefferson College, "Bull Frog pond, Vol. VII, No. 4" (1973). Bull Frog 
Pond. 53. 
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/bullfrogpond/53 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Thomas Jefferson College Publications at 
ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bull Frog Pond by an authorized administrator of 
ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact scholarworks@gvsu.edu. 

https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/bullfrogpond
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tjc-pubs
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/bullfrogpond?utm_source=scholarworks.gvsu.edu%2Fbullfrogpond%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/bullfrogpond/53?utm_source=scholarworks.gvsu.edu%2Fbullfrogpond%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@gvsu.edu




• 

This is the Thomas Jefferson College 
BULL FROG PQND 

collected and edited by Gina R. Schuchman 
lay-out and art work by Karle Murdock 
cover design by Jill Cliffer 
published by the dean of TJC 
printing by the GVSC plant department 

We welcome any and all contributions to 
our magazine. 

For more information about TJC please write 
or call us. 

Thomas Jefferson College 
c/o Grand Valley State Colleges 
Allendale, Michigan 49401 

phone: 616 895 6611 ext. 357 

Proposal for a TJC Community; Ron Effron •••••••••••• . 2 
Foreign Languages on Campus ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 
About Studing Abroad; .E. F. Gearhart •••••••• _ ••••••• . 7 
Hitchiking; Mary TePastte••••••••••••••·••••••••••••ll . 
Review of Endgame; Cyn Wood•·•·•••••••••••••• i ••••••l3 
Films on Campus ••.••••.•••••.•..•.•.••..•.••••••.••• 15 
Amoeba Farts, part one••••••••••• • •••o••••••••••••••18 

···• .. ,.9 •.. ..... , .••• ~ 



"f JC 
C O 1'1\1'1\ U 1\1 I "f Y 

Fred Beshears, a TJC student and member of the 
board of director~ at Circle Pines, recently ap- _· 
proached me and a few other faculty with the idea 
9f our starting a resident community of students 
and faculty who would live at Circle Pines during 
the Fall and Spring. I want to present here .a 
short summary of what such a resident community 
fuig~t entail. All of what appears below should 
be considered tentative and subject · to change. 

For both students and faculty, membership in the 
resident community would normally be for one quar­
ter. A student would sign up for a full load of 
courses to be taught at Circle Pines, a teacher 

~- would offer a full load while there. Hopefully, 
~.~~~many of these courses would reflect both the tea­

cher's area of specialization and the particular 
needs and desires of the students. For example, 
I might teach courses on utopias, the sociology 
of everyday life, and collective behavior. Other 
faculty could teach about biology and geography 
of the area, ecology, religion, etc. Of course, 
not all courses would have to deal directly with 
circle Pines or collective living. 

Beyond a regular class load, each member would 

-... 

be responsible for keeping the community fed, shel­
tered and comfortable. In other words, the com­
munity would meet is basic needs as a group, prob-

~ably sharing such basic tasks as cooking and dish 
washing. 

In addition, --Circ'ie Pines 
maintaining and improving 

could use some help in 
its grounds. Members ·, 

I . 
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of the resident community . might be encouraged to 
become involved here, giving some positive direc­
tion to the group beyond its own existence . Circle 
Pines would also benefit economically by our liv­
ing there , since they could charge us reasonable 
rates to rent their facilities. 

To return to the faculty, I envision their roles 
, generally as teachers, organizers, and spokesmen 
for the community. Each person would cer t ainly 
define his i nvolvement differently, but I would 
expect he would normally maintain his identity 

~~~~~8~! as a leade r in the group. Like the students, he 
'would be expected to live in the community full­
time during his quarter of involvement (hopefully 

=~~~~~!~!with his fam ily). 

i.~, 
~ .. ~, 

l I plan to br i ng up this possibility at the next 
faculty meeting. If wi decide to pursue it further, 
we could conceivably begin the first resident com­
munity this spring. 

I would greatly appreciate student response/reac­
tion to this proposal . 

• Ron Efron 

PRORQSAL FOR A RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY 

The proposal in essence is to have a small group 
of students (20-25) and one faculty member from 

~ Thomas Jefferson College form a pilot community 
at Circle Pines Center for the spring term. 

ol!D9! 
~- ! The idea b e hind the proposal is quite simple. The 

mechanics behind planning and organizing such a 
project are as complex as any Circle Pines endea­

~ Jm ft.--~ vor and will require step-by-step planning. Because 
complexity I would suggest that we refrain 



from discussing the nitty gritty details during 
the membership meeting, focusing instead on the 
overall effect a resident community would have on 
Circle Pines. 

To begin with a little background information, Tho­
mas Jefferson College is a small experimental state­
supported school located about 50 miles from Circle 
Pines. The college's structu~e emphasizes a coop­
etative student-f~culty relationship rather than 
an authoritarian one. Although TJC's structure 
ii disirable, the school is handicapped by the lack 
of any real community. A small proportioR of the 
student body lives in farmhouses scattered about 
Allendale whereas the -· larger bulk li.ve in apax-tm~11ts 

~'"°<WI! around Grand Rapids. There . is a general consensus 
among the students, faculty, and administration 
as to the need for a residential community; The 
major hamstring is a financial one. 

The heart of the financial problem at CPC is the 
under-utilization of camp fa6~lities during the 

1aloff-season. Our buildings are strained to capacity 
~~-Sduring the large weekends and then lie fallow for 

the interim. Work bees are difficult to plan due 
to having our base of membership and publicity in 
Chicago. Finally, the vast majority of our build­
ings are intended for summer use only and are not 
holding up in the Michigan ~limate. 

Both - administ~ations are wary of aligning in terms 
· of bureaucracies, but cooperation in terms of people 
would benefit both organizations~ . The rent receipts 
from the community would be quite lucrative in com- . 
parison with present operations during the off-season. 
But this is only the tip of the iceberg. A commun­
ity would increase our membership in the surround-
ing area and the word of mouth advertising would 
be invaluable. Students have sisters and brothers 
of unit age. The community members could also help 
with organizational and committee work. For instance, 
there was a poetry festiv~l at Thomas Jefferson 
this year, with such literary dignataries as Robert 
Duncan and Allen Ginsberg. Community members will 0 

/ 
/ 
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know full well the need for improving our present 
facilities and would be willing to work towards 
those ends. And most importantly they will real­
ize the need for sharing and cooperation with the 
larger community of Circle Pines. 

multiplicity of benefits a residential com­
munity could offer the Center become more evident, 
so do the detriments. Many of the nicer heated 
facilities will indeed be occupied by the commun­
ity members. The matter of personal space in ad­
dition to physical space is another justifiable 
reserv ation. Circle Piners are used to assimilat­
ing new members in smaller groups. The greater in­
flux of new members might prove unsettling t .o some. 
While realizing these drawbacks it is still my pre­
vailing conviction that the community's benefits 
and long-t erm possibilities would more than compen­

~ t. sate for any short-term inconveniences. ~- . 
Therefore, I propose that we delegate the authority 

- for a final decision on the pilot community to the :.oll!., ~iq,'1 board after the particulars have been formulated. 
~ 

Fred Beshears 
as propos~d to the Circle 
Pin ~s Membership meeting 
for cons1der ation 

r '"'------------ - ------------------------

OREIGN 
LAN UAGES 

Th e Foreign Languages Department of CAS provides 
foreign language instruction for all of the colleges 
at GVSC. It offers literature and civilization­
oriented majors in French, German, and Spanish, 
and a minor in Russian. There are language orien-

( 



ted courses through the 300 level. The department 
is expanding its curriculum so as to privide a two­
track system which will enable the student to re­
ceive a major with a concentration in language or 
literature. 

The new language courses are designed to assist 
students who possess skills in other areas to com­
pete more successfully in the job market. The op­
portunities for people with a saleable skill plus 
a language capacity are almost boundless. For this 
reason members of the foreign language department 
are eager to cooperate with other depirtments and 
programs to provide an i'nt_ernational ¢Iimension to 
the students' education. · 

One Te·rrn of Language 
fo·r Travelers 

Special one-term "mini" courses for students who 
wish to travel or want an introduction to the lan­
guage- are offered under the number 121. These courses 
provide an audio-lingual introduction on a pass/ 
fail basis. The emphasis is on ~nderstanding and 
speaking and the acquisition of a repertoire of 
basic expressions. 

In addition to the above courses, the Self-Instruc­
tion Program in foreign languages offers an oppor­
tunity to study languages for which there is insuf­
ficient enrollment to provide staff and regularly 
scheduled clas s ei. Students work with ins~r u c t i onal 
materials on t apes -and me~t weekly with a nat~v~ 
speaker~ ~ 

The courses are available each term. At the pre-
sent time, Arabic, Japanese, Portugese, and Serbo­
Croatian are offered. It is expected that Italian 
will be available by next fall term. Also pending 
approval are the one-term language courses for music 
majors in French, German, and Italian. It is ex­
pected that the course in French for music students 
will be offered winter term. Q 

, :• ~.A• 
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Intensive language courses on all four levels in 
French are offered in the GVSC French Summer School 
in Tours, France in July and August each summer. 
The same is true of German at the GVSC German Sum­
mer School in Klagenfurt, Austria. Intensive ele­
mentary Spanish is offered every summer on campus, 
as well as at the AASCU Center in Pueblo, Mex~co. 

Further information may be obtained at the Foreign 
Language Office in 210 LSH. 

TU ABROAD 
At the present time sixteen Btudy-abroad opportun­
ities are available to students at GVSC through 
the Office of International Studies located on the 
second floor of LSH. The booklet "Foreign Study 
Programs at Grand Valley State College" (available 
at the Office of International Studies) describes 
fourteen of these programs. In addition, Field 
Study in Latin America, usually taken in connection 
with Volunteers for International DeveloR~~nt, and 
a year-abroad program with the American University 
of Beruit, Lebanon are now offered. 

In addition to the regular curriculum of the three 
summer schools in Klagenfurt and Vienna, Austria, 
and Tours, France, an independent study project 
may be undertaken with the approval of the direc­
tor. All courses in Klagenfurt and Tours are taught 
in the foreign language. The language of instruc­
tion in Vienna is English. Vienna is ideally sit~ ' 
uated to undertake studies dealing with Eastern 
Europe. Moreover, the resources for the study of 
art and music are unique. Courses in history and 
literature concentrate on developments in Austria 
and Austrian personalities. 

All independent study abroad undertaken by students 



at GVSC is now offered under the auspices of the 
Office of International Studies under a program 
entitled Independent Study Abroad. A description 
of this program. will soon be available in LSH 251. 
Briefly, the program functions as follows: normally 
the period of study abroad will be one term in which 
15 quarter hours credit may be earned. During the 
term prior to departure from the United States, the 
student chooses a faculty supervisor at GVSC (or 
has one appointe~ by OIS) and develops a specific 
research subject to provide a theme for his entire 
study period abroad. In most instances, the Office 
of ~ternational Studies will arrange for a resource 
person in the foreign location with whom the stu­
dent may consult while ab~o~d. Upon returning to 
the United States the faculty supervisor at GVSC 
will evaluate the student's work. 

The Office of International Studies will assist 
the student prior to his departure regarding. tra­
vel, housing, and orientation on the host country. 
However, the arrangements i ·n most instances wil-1 
be finalized by the student himself. 

Further information on study-abroad possibilities 
may be obtained from Mrs. Sloan in LSH 251 and Dr. 
Schwarz in LSH 213. A file of reference materials 
on study, travel, and work abroad is also available 
here. 

8 
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fllTtflllllN, 
Russian Roulette 

Every time I hear a girl talk of hitching rides, 
I shudder involuntarily. Reading the article "Hitch­
hiking -- Too Often the Last Ride", in the July 
Readers Digest, makes one realize the nightmarish 
horrors that can and often do befall the hitchhiker. 
Actual instances are cited of cases of girls being 
brutally sexually molested and murdered in the most 
grisly fashion: heads and limbs decapitated, muti­
lated nude torsoes found in woods, waters. 

Police and highway officials assert that violence 
against hitchhiking girls for the most part consti­
tutes a major portion of crime throughout the 6oun­
try . In certain areas 70 percent of all rape vic­
tims were determined to be hitchhikers; this varies 
in other sectors. It is pointed out that chances 
of a girl hitchhiker reaching her destination are 
like playing Russian Roulette. "One out of every 
six" will become the -victim of some type of sex 
crime. Yet in spite o-fthis more and more girls 
are hitchhiking today- than ever before. The single 
hitchhiker presents such an attractive target that 
some criminals patrol roads ~requented by hitchhikers 
regularly -- usually where colleges and universi­
ties are located. These criminals really plan ahead 
for their potential hitchhike victims. They remove 
inside door handles and plan a site that is usually 
desolate and untravelled for the abduction of their 
intended victims. 

Most hitchhiker rapists (or even rapists generally) 
remain undetected because of the reluctance of their 
victims to testify against them. This _is in part 
due to the stigma felt by the victim as well as 
it being common knowledge that even those rapists 
brought to trial are seldom penalized and all of 
the stigma - of the accusation as well as the actual 



act is placed on the victim. It's no wonder that 
so few rape victims actually press charges. How 
many of us who have been sexually assaulted will 
own up to it, let alone press charges. I'm will­
ing to guess that the number must be legion. 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

Several things have been tried in different areas: 

1. On one campus an associate professor organ­
ized a bus service called the "BUG LINE." 
He bought two very old buses, decorated 
them to look like caterpillar·s j installed 
taped rock music and dispensed free snacks .. 
The buses travelled the most frequented 
stret ch of highway to and from campus. It 
was an instant hit and at last report was 
shuttling about 100 students daily, to and 
from campus. This venture was supported 
by advertising on the buses from local bus­
inessmen. True, this solution would be 
rather impractical most places and would 
be just a "drop in the bucket" as far as 
solving this problem, but it represents 
a sincere effort. 

2. Court procedures should be investigated 
and overhauled so as not to put the onus 
on the rape victims. It has been conclu­
sively proven that most rape victims do 
not press charges because of the resulting 
embarrassment, harassment, and red tape 
they are put through. The victim is made 
to feel that "she is on trial." 

3. Information with statistics showing hitch-
hiking hazards should be distributed. 

Despite all these efforts, we know that young people 
(older people : too) will continue to hitchhike be­
lieving that "it will never happen to them." 

' 

An agency has rallied to the defense of rape victims: ,, 
12· 
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In case of rape, call the RAPE CRISIS TEAM, 456-
3535, They have a 24-hour service which provides 
free legal and medical aid -- a supportive service 
by women, for women. 

Perhaps the tide will turn in the future (with help 
from a concerned populace) and the courts will lis­
ten and be more sympathetic to the victims and place 
l~ss obstacles in their paths when they justifiably 
try to press charges. I believe this would be the 
greatest deterrent to rape crimes generally. 

In addition ... walk whenever possible; it's good 
for you •. 

-- Mary TePastte 

Editor's Note: Mary says sh~'s talked to oth~rs 
a nd they also had some good ideas of what to do 
if you have any, put them in the Bull Frog Pond 
mailbox in 165 LHH. 

It's unfortunate that anyone in TJC missed seeing 
the production of Endgame put on by Stage 3. An _ 
i mposing set, inventive acting, good even direction 
and an excellent, perplexing play combined to make 
the theatrical evening unforgetable, the best Stage 
3 has come up with. 

Samuel Beckett wrote the drama, which creates an 
entire desolate world. Clov, who cannot sit, is 
a servant to Hamm, an invalid who cannot - walk. Hamm 

. ..... .. .. ,1--.. · . 
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totally lacks compassion, keeps his father "bottled" 
in a box on stage (speaking to him as "cursed for­
nicator"), dominates and abuses Clov, barely notices 
his mother's death. He invents stories, resonantly 
reciting them to anyone or no one. There are hints 
that, at least within the vicinity, all human be­
ings and most other living things have ceased to 
exist. Clov continually threatens to leave, to go 
out into this "other hell" and at the end of the 
play he finally does so, abandoning Hamm to a la~t 
detached soliloquy and then silence. 

.The odd thing is, this is a very funny play. So 
many absurd circumstances prevail, so much of the 
character's behavior is coiliicallf perverted, that 
there are very few stretches without a laugh. For· 
example, Clov getting a flea down his pants an<l · 
the resultant glee at its death, or Nagg, Hamm's 
father , telling a long, boring joke, were some of 
the incidents that amused me and continued to amuse 
me through several viewings. Beckett even has the 
grace to mock himself - - as when Hamm asks Clov, 
"Do you think we're beginning to ... mean something?" 

Part of this humor is due to the brilliant acting 
of Joel G. Fink and Rick Ruppert, two of the actors­
in-residence hired for ~his year by the college. 
As Clov and Hamm respectively, they brought a pro­
fessional depth to their parts, and originality 
to their interpretation, especially with their 
voices which sometimes almost sing the words. Due 
to the introspective and somewhat musing character­
istics of the acting, there were some slow moments, 
but the philosophical dimensions this added are 
invaluable. Anne Wilford and David - Hunsberger as 
Hamm's mother and father both took hold of their 
parts and brought freshness to the play. 

The set designed by Peter Maslan was massive and 
gray, with chaotic bricks, shabby boxes, and cur­
tains adding to the mood. Anne Wilford's makeup 
ideas combined the grotesque with just enough re­
ality. It is obvious that the entire production 
was expertly pulled together by Michael Birtwistle 
who directed it with his usual excellent "lack of~ 

14 
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heavy-handedness. 

Stage 3's next production is in a different vein; 
King Ding-a-Ling and the People's Parade, a strange 
lively musical will occur in December. 

-- Cyn Wood 

BERDNl\n PILNS 
11/13/73 SMILES OF A SUMMER NIGHT (1955), Sub~ 

titles. 132 Lake Huron Hall; 3:15 and 
7:00. 

11/20/73 WILD STRAWBERRIES (1957), Subtitles. 
132 Lake Huron Hall; 3:15 and 7:00. 

11/27/73 THE MAGICIAN (1958). Subtitles. 132 
Lake Huron Hall; 3:15 and 7:00. 

SLAVIC FILMS 
11/01/73 ALEXANDER NEVSKY. Russian with English 

subtitles. Sergei Enisenstein's epic a­
bout the Russian victory over the Teutonic 
Knights in 1241. "Eisenstein's·histori­
cal masterpiece ... the very best use of 
the camera that has ever been made." 

11/08/73 MY NAME .IS IVAN. Russian with English 
subtitles. This is a poetic and sad story 
of a young boy caught up in World War 
II. · 11 A memorable movie ... the .young di-
re ct or (Tarkovsky) shows remarkable ar-



tistry in endowing the simplest moods 
with poetic beauty." 

11/15/73 ASHES AND DIAMONDS. Polish with English 
subtitles. "(It) is one of the clearest 
portrayals of a communist society ever 
made. It bares the conflict of idealism 
and instinct in a young resistance fighter 
who assassinates the wrong men at the 
end of World War II. Wajda's exacting 
style initiated the Polish film renais­
sance and testified to the destruction 
of political fanaticis"m. II .. 

11/29/73 THE SHOP ON MAIN STREET. Czech with En­
glish subtitles. "One of the most acclaimed 
films of recent years, and winner of the 
Academy Award for the Best Foreign Lan-· 
guage Film, (it) is a haunting tragicom-
edy set during the early days of the Nazi 
occupation of Czechoslavckia ... Brilliant 
in performance and extraordinary in ac­
complishment." 

GIRMAR FILMS 
11/14/73 MINNA VON BARNHELM (1963). German dia­

logue, no subtitles. TV production of 
Lessing I s comedy of the same name - -· Ma-
j or von _Tellheim is wounded, suddenly 
poor and~- due to slander -- dishonor 
ably discharged from the army. He no 
longer feels worthy of his fiancee, Minna 
von Barnhelm, a wealthy heiress. Minna, 
however, has been searching for him ever 
since the end of the war. By coincidence, 
they lodge at the same Berlin inn, the 
setting for the subsequent amusing intri­
cacies. 

01/16/74 MASKERADE (1934). German dialogue; no 
subtitles. Carnival ball in Vienna in 

16 
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190 5. The wife o f a surgeon rollows a 
famous paint e r int o his studio and p ose s 
for a picture, dressed only in a mask 
and a muff, the grand prize . she has won 
in th-e tombola that night. The next day 
this picture appears in tpe newspaper 
and all Vienna recognizes the muff ... 

02/06/74 KLEIDER MACHEN LEUTE (1940). German dia­
logue, no subtitles. A film based on the 
novel by Gottfried Keller. Wenzel, a tai­
lor's journeyman, is mistaken for a count 
and given a ceremonious reception by the 
people of Goldach. He is not at all at 
home in his involuntary part, although 
it is of great help to his affair of heart. 
Nettchen, his love, forgives him gener­
ously when he finally succeeds in reveal­
ing his true identity. 

02/27/74 TONIO KRCGER (1964) . German dialogue, 
no subtitles. In its close following 
of Thomas Mann's novel, this film sets 
forth the problem of the artist whose­
cretly wishes for bourgeois life. In a 
flashback , Kroger relives, the develop­
ment of this conflict in his youth. Kro­
ger finally does make a permanent deci­
sion for the arts. 

04/10/74 BERLIN -- ALEXANDERPLATZ (1931). German 
dialogue, no subtitles. A film based 
on the novel of the same name by Alfred 
Doblin. The setting is Berlin of the 
1920's revolving around the fate of the 
sentenced Franz Biberkopf. In spite of 
the technical flawlessness of the film, 
the director, Phil Jutzi, is still strongly 
indepted to the silent films. 

05/01/74 DER ARME MANN· LUTHER (1964). German dia­
logue, no subtitles. On his death bed, 
Martin Luther sees his whole life go by 
as a monk presses him on this last chance 



• 

to return to the fold of the church. With 
much discomfort, he lives through his 
development again, but eventually gains 
confidence that his choice was right, 
sends the monk away, and dies in peace. 

05/22/74 DER JUNGE ~ORLESS (1966). German dialogue, 
no subtitles. Based on a novel by Robert 
Musil, young Torless is brought up in a 
boarding 5chool and sees how his fellow 
schoolmates sadistically torture a class­
mate of his. The film is played mainly 
by unknown actors and was a mu.lti-prize 
winner . 

M WH M ~ - Mi- - Mil MM - M M M MM M M MM M MA, 

fll Amoeba on a slide under a -mieroscope, a big eye 
-W looking down with its amorphous head, a huge amoe-
1 ba looking down thru the microscope at the little 
• one. There's a bright light shining u p from under­
M neath the amoeba's breathing, pulsa ting body; it 
'" begins to thro~ out bits of itself and gathering 

Ll.- the pieces, crawling into itself, o ff of the micro­
scope, over its black shiny foot, onto the table, 
wriggling and engulfing the pieces of itself. It ca eats the table, eats the giant am o ebic over-seer; 

· its nucleus keeps growing, pulsating, louder and .D louder. The amoeba splits and beeomes two. They 
. vomit the bones of everything they' v e encompassed; G) along with the vomit comes more amo ebas, each one 

larger than the original. They nibb le on tes -t tubes 0 and -the lab assistants; they absorb a flame-thrower 
used to try to destroy them and ~he n become able 

E to breathe fire, undu l~ting, pu lza. t ing, louder and 
loudeY'. People are be1.,ng chased a.Pound New York, 

~ the army's facing it, trying to de.e troy it, OY-son 
lllllliililii. Wells is laughing, narrating, sayi?fJ{J "amoepa farts." 

CD 
,I:, 

The amoebas ate all of the ligh t s. 
And then ... 

Send us your ideas -- continue o-enr s tory. 
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