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Every beam in piace:The final beam for the Mary Idema Pew Learning and Information Commons (pictured) will be available for students to sign onThursday at 4 p.m. before it is raised into place.

Students invited 
to sign final beam, 
watch completion 
of steel erection 
of new Pew library

BY RACHEL MELKE
GVL LAKER LIFE EDiTOR

W
hether students at Grand Valley State 
University will be able to see the 
finished product of the Mary Pew 
Idema Library or not. they still have a chance to 

leave their mark on the building.
GVSU students are invited to sign the final 

beam completing the steel erection of the Mary

On the road:
raise money__

Courtesy Photo / Nathan Tokarek
thanTokarek (pictured), a GVSU junior, will be biking across the U.S. this summer to 

for Habitat for Humanity.Tokarek is the only Michigander participating in Bike and Build.
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Southwest Turkey-Sausage 
Eggwhite Bagel Thin Sandwich

Garden Herb Turkey 
Bagel Thin Sandwich

Buffalo Chicken 
Bagel Thin Sandwich

Buffalo Chicken 
Chopped Salad

Turkey, Bacon, & Avocado 
Sandwich

Strawberry Banana 
Smoothie

Ultimate Blueberry 
Smoothie

Idema Pew library on Thursday at 4 pm. near 
the construction site.

This event will allow students to show their 
gratitude for more than 1,400 private donors, as 
well as students, alumni, faculty and staff who 
have given support to the project. At the event, 
students will also be able to watch as the beam 
is placed, weather permitting.

Kate Pew Wolters, former chair and current 
trustee of GVSU’s Board of Trustees, will at­

tend the event for the building that has been 
named after her mother. Also in attendance will 
be GVSU President Thomas J. Haas and the 
Student Senate President Natalie Cleary.

Light refreshments will be provided and the 
GVSU marching band will also perform.

Visit www.gvsu.edu/library/newbuilding to 
see floor plans and to take a virtual tour of the 
library.
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GV student devotes summer to 
cross-country "Bike and Build"
BY HANNAH MATRO
GVL STAFF WRITER

Over summer vacation, 
some students at Grand Val­
ley State University will bum 
around, consuming Red Vines 
and blue raspberry Slurpees, 
while others will work at sum­
mer camps, breaking up fights 
between wiry sixth graders 
and bathing in tea tree oil to 
cure poison ivy. But unique 
to GVSU’S Nathan Tokarek's 
plans is a 4jfi00-mile bike 
across the US with an organi­
zation called Bike and Build, 
making frequent stops along 
the way to aid in the building 
of affordable housing.

Affordable housing is de­
fined as spending 30 percent 
or less of your income on a 
place to live. The average four- 
person family in the U.S. with 
one working parent cannot 
afford the cost of a new two- 
bedroom apartment, increas­
ing the need for organizations 
like Habitat for Humanity to 
step in and create houses that 
people can own at a reason­
able price.

Bike and Build has several 
routes to choose from, starting 
in places like Virginia Beach, 
Va., or Providence, RJ., and 
ending in Canon Beach, Ore. 
and Half Moon Bay, Calif. 
Bikers will set out together.

bike a while, stop a while 
and repeat until the journey is 
complete.

Along the way, participants 
will be graciously put up by 
supporting churches, families 
and organizations and not left 
on sides of highways in tents 
or ditches, nor will they be 
actually riding in RVs sipping 
on juice boxes and eating Fig 
Newtons. This is the real deal, 
a rare and matchless oppor­
tunity to introduce people to 
biking,* volunteering and the 
concept of affordable housing, 
while allowing them -to see 
America in a new way.

“I want experience,” said 
Tokarek, a junior clinical exer­
cise science major from Grand 
Rapids. “Adventure. Most of 
all I want that good feeling 
you get from helping those 
who need it and by raising 
awareness for this issue we’re 
facing in America. I love bik­
ing and this is a great outlet for 
me to give back through that 
passion”.

Bikers between the ages of 
18 and 25 must raise $4,500 
prior to the trip, which will 
all be directly handed over to 
Habitat for Humanity, and log 
a sweaty 500 miles on the ex­
act bike they will be using for 
the trek across country. In ad­
dition, they must give nearly 
11 hours of “sweat equity,” or

volunteer time, toward an or­
ganization like Habitat before 
they can embark on the voy­
age. Physical shape does not 
matter, though essays and an 
application are required, and 
training information is distrib­
uted to help prepare the bikers 
for the 70 or so miles they will 
cross each day.

“I want to interest other 
Grand Valley students, who 
would like to do it but don’t 
fcVen know about it, ih par­
ticipating,” Tokarek said. Tm 
the only person from Michi­
gan going.”

Tokarek will be leaving 
May 17 and returning Aug. 3, 
pedaling from balmy Jackson­
ville, Fla., to sunny Monterey, 
Calif.

If you feel inclined to do­
nate to Tokarek’s cause, keep 
a keen eye out: he just may 
be seen stationary biking for 
funds in the next month some­
where on campus, perhaps un­
der the Blue Bridge.

If you want more informa­
tion on Tokarek, contact him 
directly at tokarekn@gmail. 
com or visit www.bikeand- 
build.org/rider/6152 to view 
his biker biography.

For more info on the Bike 
and Build cause, go to www. 
bikeandbuild.org/cms/.
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Thinking law school?

think WAYNE LAW
Top Michigan Law School 
Best Value Law School 
Best Standard of Living 
Top Green School 
Top 32 Part-time Program

"I chole Wayne law lor Hi outstanding reputation 
anil value. I have received a robust and well rounded 
education as well as tireless support and dedication 
from the faculty. My legal education lar exceeded my 
expectations. I feel prepared for a successful career 
in lasv, and will he a proud alumnus and lifelong 

vsupporter of this law School. "
— Eric Berg, 11

Undergraduate degree University ol Mn hitjnn Ann Arbor

Wayne State 
University
Law school
AIM HIGHER

cjo.wayne.edu/ 
law michigan

Wayne Law offers students a strong and 
comprehensive leqal education in Michigan's I >ric, 
economic and cultural center ■ at a more afh dahle 
price than most law schools. Plus, Detrort's ibrant 
legal market provides students with direct a ess to 
internship and employment opportunities >t stale 
and federal courts, government offices, muf.national 
corporations, unions and major law firms, law.wayne. 
edit • lawinquireffttwaync.edii

http://go.wayne.edu/law-michigan-qr
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