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12013 sets freshman enrollment record
BY ANYA ZENTMEYER
GVL EDITOR IN CHIEF

£ Originally published
S Sept. 10, 2012

*

Grand Valley State Uni
versity hit another bench
mark last week with this
years freshman class - a
total of 4,005 freshman en
rolled for fall of 2012, a 1.2
percent increase compared
to last years total of 3,927.
The total fall headcount,
however, remained relative
ly steady since last fall, with
only a marginal eight-per
son drop from 24,662 total
students in 2011 to this falls

total of 24,654 students.
“I can put it this way - we
hit all of our strategic goals
for enrollment and some we
passed,” said GVSU President
Thomas J. Haas. “ One of
those was passing 4,000 first
time freshman at 4,005. “
While undergraduate en
rollment totaled at 21,317 for
this fall - up 81 people from
last years’ total - graduate stu
dent enrollment dipped down
by 89 total students, going
from 3,426 graduate students
in fall of 2011 to 3,337 total
graduate students enrolled for
the fall 2012 semester.
Minority representation

and enrollment numbers
for this fall saw a .9 percent
increase from last year, with
3,581 unduplicated minori
ties enrolled, making up
14.5 percent of the total stu
dent body this fall.
“And the last part that I'm
absolutely thrilled with is the
increase year over year from
13.6 percent to 14.5 percent
in our minority representa
tion in the student popula
tion both at the graduate
and the undergraduate lev
el,” Haas said. “So I am very,
very pleased with the work
and effort of so many people
put in through the summer

and before the summer.. .*
The increased enrollment
has caused minor ripple effects
in the university’s on-campus
housing, pushing some fresh
man from traditional fresh
man dorms into on-campus
apartment complexes like
South Apartments, Laker Vil
lage and the Ravines.
Despite a few places where
enrollment dipped, Haas said
he’s happy with enrollment
numbers and the people who
helped to turn them out.
“One group that I would
like to point out is our students
who helped out with orienta
tion,” Haas said. “I think they

proved to be outstanding
role models for the incom
ing freshman and I think that
helped dramatically^’
Haas issued a report on
Sept. 4 detailing the univer
sity’s goals for the upcoming
year, among which included
ensuring academic programs
are accessible for todays stu
dents, improving facilities and
opening new learning envi
ronments, becoming aggres
sive in student recruitment
and retention and broaden
ing the donor base.
“The ground is shifting
significantly in the national
conversation about higher

education and its value in
today’s society,” Haas wrote
in his report. “In spite of the
many financial and cultural
pressures we are experienc
ing, Grand Valley will con
tinue to be smart and nimble
enough to serve our students
and ensure a stable future in
which we will survive.”
To view Haas’ full ac
countability and dashboard
reports, visit www.gvsu.edu/
accountability.
To view the university’s
2010-2015 Strategic Plan,
visit www.gvsu.edu/strategicplanning/.
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Former first ladies Bar
bara Bush and Laura Bush
visited the Grand Rapids
area on April 8 to celebrate
the role of the first ladies in
the United States.
The event, titled “Ameri
ca’s First Ladies: An Enduring
Legacy,” was hosted by the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Foundation and was spon
sored by Grand Valley State
University’s Hauenstein Cen
ter for Presidential Studies.
Although the event was
opened by Susan Ford Bales,
former President Gerald R.
Ford’s daughter, and was lead
by United States archivist Da
vid S. Ferriero, all eyes in the
sold-out banquet hall were
on Mrs. and Mrs. Bush.
While mixing in a touch
of humor with most of her
answers, Barbara stoically
sat in front in a blue shirt and
her signature pearl necklace
next to her daughter-in-law
as they talked about the role
of the first lady during their
time in the White House.
“I think in every case,
the first lady, the wife of the
president, has really done
whatever fit her personality
and her interest and have

WILD

ROBERT MATHEWS | GVL

Fit for presidents: Former first ladies Barbara and Laura Bush discuss their past roles.

always benefited the people
of the United States,” Laura
said. “We benefit from that
expertise and the interest of
our first ladies, I think.”
As for Barbara, she want
ed to make a difference in
literacy in the United States.
“My dad was in the pub
lishing business,” Barbara
said. “Of course, we didn’t
have television but we sure
had radio. We would sit at
night in our little house, my
mother on one end of the
couch and me on the other
and my dad in his chair and
we all read.”
It was because of this
early love of reading that

Barbara and Laura both de
cided to attempt to improve
the literacy rate in the U.S.
Many people know of the
work they did as first ladies,
but how did the Bushes pre
pare for the White House?
“I think being a gover
nor’s wife or being a con
gressman’s wife or living in
Washington, as George and
I did, it really wasn’t very
scary being a president’s
wife. It made it a cinch,” Bar
bara said. “And it was nice
for me because I knew a lot
of people there, plus 1 had
two children who lived there
and George and Laura came
and helped us.”

As for Laura? She just
had to follow the example of
her mother-in-law.
“Of course, you know
how I did,” Laura said. “I
had a mother-in-law and I
learned a lot from Barbara.
And Barb is really good at
not giving her daughterin-laws advice because she
knew that she didn’t really
want advice from her moth
er-in-law.”
Other topics discussed
included the help provided
by the White House staff,
who Barbara said made life
“very easy,” as well as how at
home both truly felt there.
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ELECTION 2012

GETTY IMAGES | COURTESY

Four more years: US President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden celebrate on stage after Obama delivered his acceptance speech on Nov. 7, 2013 in his hometown Chicago. III.

Battleground states secure Obama 303 electoral votes, second term
together a compelling plan for how he would
govern, but the results show that most Ameri
cans did not find it compelling enough.”

BY ANYA ZENTMEYER
GVL EDITOR IN CHIEF

Originally published Nov. 8, 2013

President Barack Obama was greeted
warmly by his hometown of Chicago Tuesday
night after news organizations began declaring
his victory over former Massachusetts -Gover
nor Mitt Romney in the 2012 presidential race
around 11:20 p.m., carrying Americas first
black president into his second term.
“Tonight in this election, you, the American
people, reminded us that while our road has
been hard, while our journey has been long,
we have picked ourselves up, we have fought
our way back,” Obama said. “We know in our
hearts that for the United States of America,
the best is yet to come.”
Predictions of a close race came to fruition,
with the New York Times most recent num
bers at time of publication totaling Obama at
50.4 percent (60,506,653) of the popular vote
while Romney trailed behind with 48.1 percent
(57,706,874) of Americans votes. Republican
and democrats nationwide watched nervously
as electoral votes - most notably in the battle
ground states - topped out at 303 for Obama,
and 206 for Romney, leaving 29 currently un
decided. Obama swept Colorado, Iowa, Ohio,
Hew Hampshire, Virginia and Wisconsin, also
taking all 16 of Michigan’s electoral votes Romneys birth state - as well as his home state
of Massachusetts.
“This is an affirmation for the Obama pres
idency,” said Roger Moiles, affiliated professor
of political science at Grand Valley State Uni
versity. “It was a hard-fought battle, of course,
but it was an affirmation.
Whit Kilburn, also from GVSUs political
science department, said Obamas victory was
not a surprising one. However, much like 2008,
his victory was much bigger than himself.
“I think it’s also a victory for the kinds of
politics we think America should have,” Kil
burn said. “While there’s no doubt that the
campaign was at times shrill and negative, this
is really nothing new in American politics. But
the election, the exit polls, and the pre-election
polls showed that ideas and demographics still
mattered. It was not enough for Romney to
campaign as the anti-Obama. He had to put

CLOSING THE PARTY GAP
At 51, Obama faces a still-shuddering
economy, record levels of national debt and a
polarized congress. Republicans will still have
control of the U.S. House of Representatives,
with 209 versus 155 democrats and 71 unde
cided. Democrats still have Obama’s back in
the Senate, however, with 52 democrats versus
44 republican seats - something Moiles said
might help Obama in the long run, though it
may be a “very difficult and painful process.”
“What Obama and democrats want is some
tax increase to go along with spending cuts,
and that’s what more or less, the Tea Party has
resisted,” he said. “With their particular power
in the House and the republican majority, I
think maybe with some support from some
Senate republicans - not all of them, certainly
senate republicans will still hold to their prin
ciples and positions - but, I do think he may
be able to put together a little bit of a coalition
that will put some leverage on that House ma
jority”
Gov. Romney and Obama both expressed
strong sentiments of bipartisanship in their
concession and acceptance speeches, respec
tively, Obama reminding the country on more
than one occasion “we are all in this together.”
“I think it’s a little idealistic that it’s going to
continue that way; it’s a good start, it’s a good
direction to go into,” Moiles said. “The Presi
dent talked about meeting with Mitt Romney
and talking about ways to bring things to
gether, there was a suggestion of compromise
and cooperation on these sorts of things from
Mitt Romney in his concession speech - and I
think that opens the door.”
HITTING THE GROUND GAME
RUNNING
Moiles said Obamas ground game played
an essential role in his victory over Romney,
especially when it came down to getting out the
vote with targeted demographics like women,
youth ages 18-29 and Latino voters, who with
70 percent of the demographic voting in his
favor, gave Obama perhaps his biggest popular

vote advantage in the battleground states.
“This was something really defined by the
ground game, that’s an advantage they’ve had
all along,” Moiles said. “It’s when they really
shifted it into gear in the last several weeks of
getting those populations.”
60 percent of the youth vote went to Obama,
versus 37 percent to Romney; which, at 19 per
cent of the total electoral, indicates a one-per
centage point increase from the 2008 election.
Danielle Leek, associate professor of com
munications at GVSU, said this election proves
that young voters will remain a consistent fea
ture of contemporary American elections.
“A lot of people argued that the ‘shine would
wear off after the hoopla of social media and a
first-time African American president in 2008,”
Leek said. “That lot of people was wrong.”
Amanda Hogan, a GVSU senior and jour
nalism major, said she isn’t surprised either by
the outcome of the race.
“The media and the polls have painted
this election as frighteningly close, but I never
thought Mitt Romney had a chance, especially
when it came to the youth vote,” Hogan, who
assisted Leek on Tuesday night at the WZZM
newsroom doing voter data entry. “The Obama
campaign did an interesting job of making the
campaign more about what Romney can’t do,
and why he is wrong for the presidency, than
focusing on what Obama has done and will do
for the next four year?.”
Hogan said she never felt like Romney tried
to appeal to younger voters, coming off as a
“stiff elitist.”
“I think that the younger generation would
have been more accepting of a Republican can
didate if the right one had been chosen, espe
cially since, as college students, we know how
high the stakes are going to be to find a job in
this economy, and we are becoming more con
servative with our money,” Hogan said.
The economy, Moiles said, will be Obamas
toughest obstacle in gaining back voter sup
port - especially from the youth demographic
- namely college students, who are looking
ahead apprehensively toward a still unstable
job market.
“If the economy shows progress there now, that’s going to mean avoiding setbacks,
problems with the budget, things that will

make investors nervous - but if he can accom
plish that, if he can work out these deals, then
the President’s approval rating will go up out
of that and I think that’ll be tied very closely to
the economy,” Moiles said.
Don Zinman, assistant professor of political
science, said in his second term, one of Obama
will have to convince the younger and more
idealistic voters of 2008 that “change does not
come quickly and without resistance.”
A CHANGING LANDSCAPE
Moiles said the tone of politics might also
have an effect on public attitude and the Presi
dent’s approval ratings in his second term.
“The tone of the politics - whether people
feel that their government is working for them
or if it’s a matter of bickering for political gain
- I think that’s something that he came into
office with this view of post-partisanship, that
we can get past all of that, and I think he made
efforts to do that, to an extent,” he said. “But I
think they have to find a way to rise above that.
They have to accept certain realities on all sides
and be able to come to that compromise.”
Kilburn said that this election proves the
need for Republicans to do some “serious soul
searching” to stay in the game in upcoming
elections.
“It can’t continue to win elections if its de
mographic base is overwhelmingly white, old,
and male,” he said. “Demographic^Jitter, be
cause characteristics such as race, gender, eth
nicity, and age are all markers of a shared cul
tural experience and set of values. The country
as a whole is becoming rapidly more diverse.”
Though voters cannot control the tone of
politics in the White House, they can control it
on the ground floor, and Leek said young vot
ers might just be push republican and demo
crats need to meet in the middle.
“2012 may show that young voters will re
shape the “party line” assumption about poli
tics,” she said. “In a number of races, Republi
cans won Congressional house & senate seats
in the same districts where Obama won the
presidency. This means more voters are willing
to split their ticket, and I believe that a number
of those voters are young Americans who are
willing to think outside the traditional frames
of political parties.”

Board of Trustees give GV the green
light on $18.7 million in additions
BY LIZZY BALBOA
& ANYA ZENTMEYER

Originally published
Feb. 11, 2013

The Grand Valley State
University Board of Trustees
passed plans to move for
ward on two new construc
tion projects on the univer
sity’s Allendale Campus - a
22,000 square-foot addition
to Au Sable Hall, and a
new home for the Univer
sity Bookstore - a two-story,
45,000 square-foot building
to free up the existing space
for additional food service,
student study areas and stu
dent life activities.
“The Au Sable and mar
ketplace projects have been
in the works as a proposal
for several months, and
James Moyer and his staff
have been working on final
izing the proposal,” said Matt
McLogan, vice president for
University Relations.
The projected $6.7 mil
lion project, scheduled to
begin this June and wrap
up construction in 2014,
will add eight classrooms,
16 faculty offices and addi
tional student study space to
Au Sable Hall, which McLo
gan said the university has
only made two additions to

since it’s initial construction
in 1974.
The new space will also
house the ELS Language
Center, an English language
program that has been in col
laboration with GVSU for 10
years, which will move from
its existing space on 48th
Avenue. The new classroom
space better accommodates
ELS students, a reported 130
of which enroll at the center
in any given session.
The Laker Marketplace,

ii
We're going
to have some
really great
space and it
meets long
identified
needs.

MATT MCLOGAN
VICE PRESIDENT FOR
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS

the.name for the new bookstore-food service hybrid
that will replace the existing
bookstore and repurpose its
current space for expanded
student activities and food
service with the intent to re
lieve a crowding issue in the
Kirkhof Center during peak
passing times, specifically
noon.
“The marketplace has
been thought of for actu
ally quite a while because
we have run out of space en
tirely in the Kirkhof Center,”
McLogan said. “We’ve added
onto it twice and practically
can’t add onto it anymore.”
The new two-story Laker
Marketplace will cost the
university $12 million to
build, and be constructed
concurrently with the previ
ously announced $55 mil
lion, 155,000-square foot
new science building, which
will bring state-of-the-art
laboratories, classrooms and
faculty offices to GVSU. The
Laker Marketplace will be
located on the south side of
the new science building,
across from Padnos Hall on
North Campus Drive. The
marketplace is expected to
near completion in May
2015, the science building
following shortly thereafter
»

'i

ROBERT MATHEWS | GVL

Progress: Associate Vice President for Facilities Planning, James Moyer, presents the
renderings for the $6.7 million rennovation of AuSable Hall at Grand Valley State University.

in the fall.
“(We will) be able to ac
commodate additional ser
vices that students tell us
they want, including space
for electronic merchandise,”
McLogan said.
Though $30 million of the
$55 million science building
is state-funded, the universi
ty isn’t receiving any federal
or state assistance for either
the Laker Marketplace or the
addition to Au Sable Hall,
both of which McLogan said
are being “handled by the
university’s auxiliary funds,”
utilized by self-sustaining

university departments like
Housing and Residence
Life, Campus Dining and
the Meadows Golf Course,
which are separate from the
General Operation Fund
budget and have no effect on
student tuition.
“We’re going to have
some really great space
and it meets long identified
needs,” McLogan said.
In other university ex
pansion efforts, the Board of
Trustees authorized the pur
chase of two parcels of land
located along 48th Avenue
held for future development

by the university. The two
properties - one 17-acre par
cel of land and another oneacre parcel - will cost the uni
versity $315,000 in Campus
Development Fund money.
Tom Butcher of univer
sity counsel told trustees at
the meeting that the realestate on the corner of 48th
Avenue and Luce Street is a
sensible move on the part
of the university because
of its proximity to existing
domain, however, the ad
ministration has not yet de
termined any specific use for
the real-estate at this time.
<*
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Researchers showcase work at Student Scholars Day
BY LIZZY BALBOA
GVL NEWS EDITOR

Originally published
April 6, 2013

At the persuasion of his
professor, Jason Michalek
showcased his linguistics re
search at last years Student
Scholars Day—and he came
away wondering why hed
never participated before.
Michalek, who gradu
ated from Grand Valley State
University in 2012, valued the
experience so much that he
stuck around another year to
present his English research at
Wednesdays SSD.
And hes not the only one
who returned for more.
Susan Mendoza, director
of Undergraduate Research
and Scholarship, said more
than one third of participants
in past SSDs are veteran pre
senters.
“Most of the presenters are
graduate students and upper
class students in their junior
or senior year, however we do
have first-year and secondyear students presenting,
as well,” Mendoza said. She
added that this years 600-plus
presenters represent at least
60 majors, from biochemists
showcasing lab work to musi
cians performing jazz compo
sitions.
“There are lots of cutting
edge topical projects coming
up,” said Melissa Morison,
chair of the SSD committee.
Morison said SSD helped
encourage student presenters
to have ‘high impact’ experi
ences in their field—opportu
nities often afforded students
at ‘research-ones.’
Although GVSU is not
widely known for its research,
Mendoza said providing the
experience is invaluable.
“Folks often think that re
search and scholarship is only
for research universities with
out realizing that scholarship
is part of the academic enter
prise,” she said. “SSD exem
plifies that dynamic, cutting
edge work happens at GVSU
because (it) is part of who we
are as Lakers. GVSU students
and alums aren’t simply con
sumers of knowledge. We cre
ate it.”
Mendoza added that re
search supplements the the
ory that students learn in the
classroom.
“Undergraduate research
and scholarship provides
students with an opportunity
to take their learning from
the classroom and apply it in
real world contexts,” Men
doza said. “Students have the
opportunity to hone critical
thinking, writing, and pre
sentation skills. Students also
have a practical experience
that clearly demonstrates
their ability to take risks,
think through complex prob
lems, and present possible
solutions. Those are skills that
future employers and gradu
ate schools need and want.”
Michalek, an aspiring col
lege professor, said the skills
he developed at the conven
tion will certainly carry over
into his career, but they will
also help him in more basic
interactions. “Just the general
idea of building critical think
ing and being able to process

those things will help me as
a family member in the fu
ture, or even as a community
member,” he said. “So I think
I can apply it all over.”
Michalek said one of his
biggest lessons from last
year’s presentation was to bet
ter market his ideas. “It was
interesting because I had to
compete with other people to
pull people toward what I was
interested in and kind of de
velop that mutual interest, so
I would say that’s a skill that
really improved last year,” he
said
This year, he hopes to
sharpen his critical thinking
skills.
“I’m really looking forward
to fielding some questions that
are difficult for me to answer,
that I actually have to think
about and come up with a
good answer and maybe even
under nerves,” he said.
Michalek added that he
values the chance to interact»
with people outside his field
who ask questions from dif
ferent perspectives.
“Especially this year, hav
ing done it once before, pre
senting is opening up what
I’ve been studying maybe on
a more personal level to an
audience that can interact
with it and interact with what
I’ve been thinking and give
me feedback more than just
kind of the standard grade,”
Michalek said. “And since we
don’t have a lot of those op
portunities to present things
here at our university, its re
ally valuable for me. I really
have been looking forward
to this almost all year just to
be able to engage with people
in discussions where people
choose to come and they’re
not paying or being paid to
be there, but they’re just com
ing there out of fun and out of
wanting to learn more.”
Michalek advises firsttime participants to embrace
the opportunity to develop as
presenters and academics—
even if it means stumbling a
bit.
“I would say not to be
afraid to stumble over your
self and mess up because this
really is an experience,” he
said. “It’s not a grade, its not
something that is finite that
is going to have an absolutely
detrimental effect if you screw
up, but by working through
issues and finding those
questions that are difficult to
answer, 1 think that will help
people in their studies and in
their future.”
The poster and oral pre
sentations will take place in
the Kirkhof Center and Hen
ry Hall Atrium from 9 a.m. to
5:30 p.m., with the keynote
lecture by Jonathan Gottschall,
a professor in Washington
and Jefferson College’s Eng
lish Department, to follow at
6 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center
room 2204.
To learn more about Michalek’s English project in
dangerous writing, look for
his presentation at Wednes
day’s event. For more infor
mation about the other 400plus projects on display this
year, check out the 2013 ab
stract book online on GVSU s
Student Scholars Day page.

BO ANDERSON|GVL
Showing oft: Eric Saksa showcases his academic research alongside more than 600 others during Student Scholars Day.
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Celebrate Life, Post-College.
Book Your Graduation Party Now.

B.D.B.
JUDSONS Premium steaks, chops & seafood
SILLY’S Beer-centric small plates
BOBARINO’S American favorites & wood-fired pizzas
B.0.B/S BREWERY Unique craft beers, beer-focused cuisine
Reservations: 616.356.2000 / thebob.com
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Gilmore Catering
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From backyard pig roasts, to
park picnics, Gilmore Catering offers an
array of party packages to make your
celebration one to remember.
www.gilmore-catering.com
616.356.2627 x49
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Junior Nick Macksood presents
his paper during the 2013 Student Scholars Day event.
A gentleman and a scholar:
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A night of education: Students were given the chance to visit with various campus student groups during GVSU’s Campus Life Night. Not only were those in attendence able to receive
free candy, eye drops, pins, and apples but they were also able to learn about different student groups that don't get as much attention as other larger on-campus groups.

Campus Life Night starts semester right
BY HANNAH MATRO
GVL STAFF WRITER

Originally published-Sept. 6, 2012

Crowds of students flocked to
ward the Fieldhouse at Grand Valley
State University’s Allendale Campus
Tuesday, not leaving a single spot
available in parking lot C for the an
nual Campus Life Night event.
Inside, rows of folding tables,
some wrapped in tablecloths, oth
ers strewn with Hershey bars and
lollipops, lined the basketball court
and surrounding area.

By 7:30 p.m., there was just tric atmosphere encourages our
enough room to walk in a single students to be involved in GVSU’s
line up and down the rows.
on-campus clubs.”
Students occasionally stopped to
Free items such as candy, eye
talk to fraternities, club members , drops, pens, pins, and apples were
and honor society presidents. Glit handed out to interested students.
tered neon poster boards and vi
“Campus Life Night is always
brantly dressed officers handed out one of the events to look forward to
fliers aimed to draw students in to because of the free stuff and (it) is a
sororities or the Backpacking Club.
way to talk to organizations about
“I attend Campus Life Night ev joining,” student Nicole VanderKery year as the faculty adviser for lok said. But more important than
Students for Life,” said Sister Lucia the free bag of goodies students left
Treanor, affiliate writing professor with, Campus Life Night promotes
at GVSU. “Such a joyful and elec involvement, which is especially

u m ■
want to
improve j
people's |
lives, eveir
just a little
bit.

*

ERIC COULTER | GVL

•Turning purple GVSU student Matthew Fowler has made a name for himself as he has taken to wearing purple

-clothing wherever he goes. Known as the "Purple Man," Fowler has gained friends because of his love for purple.

theatre student uses purple for confidence
1BY KARI NORTON
~GVL LAKER LIFE EDITOR

t Originally published Nov. 15, 2012
*

Z
Once upon a time, Matthew
Z Fowler kept to himself. He would

I sit in the back of the room in his
' high school classes and not talk to
I anyone. Where most people strived
I socially and struggled with pub
lic speaking, Fowler was the exact
Z opposite - better at planning than
Z improvising, he said.
Z
But all of that changed the day
Zhe wore his first purple shirt,
p Now, Folwer is a Grand Valvley State University icon of sorts,
* known all over campus as the
I “Purple Man.”
Z The infamous t-shirt had a TZ Rex wearing 3D glasses on it, with
Z tall buildings and airplanes all over
Z it, and every time he wore the shirt
Che would have an excellent day. It
Cwas a conversation starter, he said,
t
From there, his purple collec
tion grew.
I “I tell people all the time, it’s not
" an obsession, it’s a lifestyle choice,”
'Fowler said. “Part of the reason
\ that people call me the “Purple
i Man” openly is because I don’t
obsess over it. I very rarely say the
|Tword purple without someone else
^saying it first. I will just wear, and
ihave a bunch of purple things. In a
vsense, I’ll be non-verbally purple"
*
Fowler’s enthusiasm for the col* or typans beyond just his history, he

has meanings for it, too.
Psychologically, red represents
passion, ambition and love, and
blue represents the ability to have
a good time, be carefree and take
life one step at a time, Fowler said.
When you combine those two col
ors, you get him.
“My political reason is, I iden
tify as both a Republican and a
Democrat, I’m kind of the mix
ture between them, I’m a donkephant,” Fowler said. “If you take
blue Democrats and red Republi
cans, you get me.”
As for Fowler’s social reason
for liking purple, it doesn’t rhyme
with anything, but neither does
he, he said.
“I’ve got the purple passion,
I wanted to show people that I’m
purplicious,” Fowler said. “I’ve got
the purplicious, purple passion.”
Being the “Purple Man” has al
lowed him to make instant friends
and connections. Fowler said he’s
just soaking up every minute of it
because he knows that once he gets
out beyond college he isn’t going to
be able to wear purple every day.
“My promise is that, if you like
purple and you give me the time of
day, then you’re my friend. It doesn’t
matter who you are, it doesn’t mat
ter what you do,” he said. “You can
be a mass-murderer, if you give me
the time of day, as long as you don’t
stab me, we’re friends. I don’t care
what your political views are, |plon’t

care what your race or sexuality is, if
you want to be my friend, I want to
be yours, and that’s my promise.”
Besides purple, theater is also a
big part of Fowler’s life. He is the
president of the student organiza
tion STAGE, a group that shows
off what people can do in all areas,
whether it be writing, producing,
acting or directing.
“I start each meeting by
jumping on a table and shout
ing, ‘HEEEEEEEY STAG IANS!!’
and they respond, ‘HEEEEEEY
WHAT?’ and I say, ‘Are you ready
to start this meeting?’ They say,
‘YES’ and cheer, and then I jump
off the table, do a heel click or a
spin and the meeting has begun,”
Fowler said.
His theatre career began junior
year of high school when he au
ditioned for his first play and in
stantly fell in love.
“I am destined to be theatrical
from here on out until I am on my
deathbed,” Fowler said.
He’s considered a character in a
sense, and is recognized by many of
GVSU’s students, especially when
wearing his purple trench coat.
“My ultimate goal is to make
people happy,” Fowler said. “I have
hopes and dreams of being a moti
vational speaker, and in the future
I want to use purple to do that ex
act same thing. I want to improve
people’s lives, even just a little bit.”

helpful for little-publicized clubs
and organizations.
“As I was walking around, I
heard some students talk about
how they had no idea that GVSU
had a Cycling Club, but how they
have been interested in joining a
club like that for some time now,”
said Eric Garvelink, club sports co
ordinator. '‘Campus Life Night also
shows the variety of club sports or
ganizations that we have. Whether
you are a student interested in outdoorsmen sports, martial arts, field
sports, court sports, ice sports, or

water sports - we have it all.”
The event allows both new and
returning students, a one-stopshop to see the many opportunities
they are offered on campus.
“The many tables full of infor
mation, crafts and giveaways draw
attention to the variety of activities
available, offering the opportunity
to meet officers and to sign up as a
new member,” Treanor said. “I am
always amazed at what a grand ar
ray of sports, fairs, clubs, and orga
nizations we have on campus.”

GV hosts annual career fair,
offers tips on standing out
in a competitive crowd
BY JESSICA SMITH
GVL STAFF WRITER

Originally published
Feb. 25, 2013

Spring is almost here, and the
graduation buzz has begun; and
until Grand Valley State Univer
sity students graduate in May,
they’ve only got one thing on their
minds: finding a career. In an ef
fort to answer questions about
the internship and interviewing
process, GVSU held it’s annual
Career Fair last week, hosted at
the DeVos Place in Grand Rap
ids. Hundreds of students gath
ered around tables set up by over
200 employers, eager to land the
perfect post-grad gig. With so
much competition, students may
be wondering just what would
make them stand out among the
crowd.
Well, we did the dirty work for
you and found out just who it is
that these business representa
tives are going to remember once
the day was done.

WHAT'S GOING TO MAKE ME
STAND OUT IN A CROWD OF
OTHER STUDENTS? .
Joseph Presutti, Analyst at
Blackford Capital: “Students that
are outgoing, energetic, have pas
sion for what we do. Show a will
ingness to learn, have some good
work experience behind them,
and have taken a lot of courses
that have prepared them for the
job.”
Megan Ashley, Red Frog
Events: “We want to see your pas
sions come out. We want to get
to know you, so we want to en
courage you to break out of your
elevator speech and let us get to
know you.”
Joel Niece, Fastenal: “Over
all professional appearance. Eye
contact, hand shakes, honestly a
lot of it is how they’re dressed and
how they carry themselves.”
Holly Westhouse, The Depart
ment of Human Services: “Some
one who just really has an interest
in pursuing a career that is their
niche. A lot of people are looking
for just any job and that’s not al
ways the best fit.”

WHAT'S GOING TO MAKE A PO
TENTIAL EMPLOYER SINGLE MY
RESUME OUT OF A STACK?
Scott Rogers, TQL: “We love
extracurricular activities, not
4

necessarily someone who just
goes to class and then goes home.
We like to see people involved
in the campus, different organi
zations, maybe they’re working
part-time and going to school
and that shows a lot of drive something we love to see.”
Joel Niece, Fastenal: “Typi
cally their work experience, not
so much their college experience.
I want to see where have they
worked, who have they worked
under, what does their boss have
to say about their work ethic?”
Annette McBride, Pine Rest
Christian Mental Health Ser
vices: “A polished resume. Ev
erything looks professional and
when you look at it you say, ‘This
looks like they spent a lot of time.’
It’s not something they just threw
together in a few minutes.”
Bailey Yenglin: “We look at
projects that they’ve done in
the past. Experience in terms of
practical experience so how do
they apply something that they’ve
learned to something that they’ve
done in the past. They’re able to
connect the actual experiences
that they have to the knowledge
that they have.”

WHAT WOULD BE YOUR SUG
GESTION TO SOMEONE WHO
LACKS EXPERIENCE?
Joseph Presutti, Analyst at
Blackford Capital: “I would be
very up front with that and show
that willingness to learn. Men
tion and say, ‘Here’s the research
that I’ve done on your field on my
own, and here’s why I’m interest
ed in it, and here’s how I’m going
to learn and contribute to your
company in the future.’”
Joel Niece, Fastenal: “Talk
about their experiences within
school. Talk about volunteer
programs or clubs or athletics
or whatever it is that they’re in
terested in. Whatever it is that
they’ve done. We’re really looking
for someone with depth of per
sonality in order to be relatable.”
Annette McBride, Pine Rest
Christian Mental Health Services:
“Volunteer, volunteer, volunteer.
Find a place or an organization
in your community where they’re
willing to let you come in and
spend some time. There’s plenty
of opportunity.”
So take this advice with you to
make the next career fair you at
tend a successful one.
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Variety: During this year’s 2012 Def Jam variety show, different artists including Te’Asia Martin and Philip and Emmanuel Hudson performed while LaKeith Chavers and Shanna Jones hosted.

Variety show offers entertainment, social commentary
BY NATE SMITH
GVL STAFF WRITER

Originally published
Oct. 29, 2012

As TeAsia Martin began
the second chorus of Mary
J. Blidge’s “I’m going down,”
you could see a smile creep
onto her face. People sitting in
the back were singing along,
not missing a word. Ihe flash
from digital cameras and

smartphones filled Grand
Valley State Univeristy’s
Louis Armstrong Theatre in
Allendale, and the crowd had
taken on a life of its own.
They were all there for an
event hosted by the GVSU
chapter of the National As
sociation for the Advance
ment of Colored People, that
threw its second annual Def
Jam GVSU Edition variety
show. The event offered more

than just entertainment to
the packed auditorium.
“We wanted to not only
give people a format to ex
press themselves,” said Kay
la Jones, the NAACP GVSU
chapter president. “We also
wanted to bring awareness
to issues and causes that we
feel are important.”
In addition to taking do
nations for the American
Heart Association through

out the event, issues ranging
anywhere from acceptance to
responsibility were addressed
by speakers and performers.
Before performing their song
“Mista Mista,” performers
Phillip and Emmanuel Hud
son explained the meaning
behind the song.
“This song is about deadbeat
dads,” Emmanuel said. “You
know, the ratchet dudes who
don’t take care of business.”

Even while tackling hard
social issues, they still man
aged to keep the atmosphere
light and open for dialogue.
The hosts of the show, LaKeith
Chavers and Shanna Jones,
not only kept the audience
laughing with their raucous
and sometimes raunchy ban
ter, but also encouraged the
crowd to participate by shar
ing messages on Twitter that
they could respond to onstage.

The jovial atmosphere
and sheer amount of talent
variety were the highlight of
the night. Everything from
singing to dancing graced
the stage during the vari
ety show. Jones saw a vast
improvement between this
year and last year’s event.
“We have more talent,
a bigger venue and big
ger acts,” Jones said. “We’ve
come a long way.”

Presidents' Ball
heads to the 50s
BY ANYA ZENTMEYER
GVL EDITOR IN CHIEF

Originally published
on January 31, 2013
This year at the Grand
Valley State University
Presidents’ Ball, get ready
to let the good times roll.
The 27th annual ball,
organized by the Student
Senate, will wind back time
to the 1950s, and dress up
the DeVos Place in down
town Grand Rapids to
match. With three different
rooms to match three dif
ferent moods, each room is
packed with entertainment
for event-goers, featuring
the familiar faces of GVSU
student organizations.

ii
Every year
we try to
incorporate
different student
groups - we
don't like to use
the same ones
twice.

ALI ZIMMER
COMMITTEE CHAIR

CrossBow, a 13-mem
ber Celtic group made up
of GVSU students, will
perform a 1950s medley
for dinner guests, fol
lowed by a vocal perfor
mance by alumnae Erica
Marshall in the American

Bandstand-themed ball
room. Also during the
dinner program, Grand
Valley Television, bet
ter known as GVTV, will
show a video montage
made specifically for
Presidents’ Ball guests.
“Every year, we try to
incorporate different stu
dent groups - we don’t like
to use the same ones twice,”
said Ali Zimmer, chair of
the Presidents’ Ball Plan
ning Committee. “I think
it’s a good way that the fac
ulty and staff can appreciate
what the students are doing
and it’s more up close and
personal.”
The lower level of DeVos Place will house the
Doo-Wop Soda Shoppe,
which will pair soda foun
tain drinks, tailor-made
by the ball’s “cappuccino
man,” with a candy buffet
and hamburger sliders for
guests to snack on.
Upstairs, Louie’s Jazz
Lounge will bring a lowkey, relaxed feel to the
dance floor, sponsored by
the Performing Arts Coun
cil. Members of the GVSU
Swing Dance Club will be
there not only to perform,
but also to teach swing
dance moves to attendees
while the Grand Valley Jazz
Band sets the mood with
nostalgic jazz tunes.
“(Student groups will
perform) not just through
the dinner program, but
they will be performing
through the evening,”
Zimmer said. “I think it’s
nice because then differ
ent students can come for
different reasons.”
This year, the planning
committee booked three
photo booths for students
to capture the moment
with. Zimmer said the
photo booths have been
so popular in the past,
they decided to bring in
more than they’ve had in
pervious years.

BO ANDERSON | GVL

Getting down: DJ Mark Wrt^ Ofays the hits during the 2012 Presidents’ Ball. The themeof this year’s

»nt took students btsiAbm-Bhe 50’s.

OK. SO MY SUBS REALLY AREN'T GOURMET AND

ESTABLISHED IN CHARLESTON, IL
IN \m TO ADD TO STUDENTS 6PA
AND GENERAL DATING ABILITY.

WE RE NOT FRENCH EITHER. MY SUBS JUST TASTE

Y

A LITTLE BETTER. THAT'S ALU I WANTED TO
CALL IT JIMMY JOHNS TASTY SANDWICHES. BUT

■ A ■' p:» “ 5
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MY MOM TOLD ME TO STICK WITH GOURMET.

J J ~'

>

SHE THINKS WHATEVER I DO IS GOURMET. BUT
I DON'T THINK EITHER OF US KNOWS WHAT IT
MEANS. SO LET'S STICK WITH TASTY!

c^orld s greatest
°^RMET SANDV/lCtt*

8" SUB SANDWICHES
All of my tisty sub sandwiches are a full I inches of
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats A cheese I can buy! And if it matters to you.
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES

Corporate Headquarters Champaign. II

My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced / grain bread or my famous
homemade french bread!

*7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB
I full 1/4 pound of real applewood smoked ham.
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato. A real mayo!

PLAIN SLIMS"

PEPEP
Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese
garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo.

#2 BIG JOHN*”
Medium rare choice roast beef, topped with
yu.nmy mayo, lettuce, and tomato.

#3 TOTALLY TUNA"”
Frosh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and oor tasty sauce, then topped with cucumber,
lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

#4 TURKEY TOM*"

Iny Sub minus the veggies and sauce
SLIM
SLIM
SLIM
SLIM
SLIM
SLIM

The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone.
capicola. onion, lettuce, tomato. A a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Hot poppers by request)

#6 VEGETARIAN

#8 BILLY CLUB*”

Ham A cheese
Roast Reef
Tuna salad
Turkey breast
Salami, capicola. cheese
Double provolone

Choice roast beef, smoked ham. provolone cheese.
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato. A mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB*”
Real genoa salami. Italian capicola. smoked ham.
and provolone cheese all tapped with lettuce, tomato,
onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER'S CLUB*”

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap

R full 1 /4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare
roast beef, provolone. lettuce, tomato. A mayo.

(MamsP

Frosh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce,
tomato, sliced cucumber, and mayo. (The original)

#5 VITO'

I
2
3
4
5
6

#11 COUNTRY CLUB*"

Same ingredients and price of the
, sub or dub without the bread.

Frosh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham.
prevolone. and tons of lettuco. tomato, and mayo!
(A vory traditional, yot always excoptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB*" ®

®

layers of provolone cheese separated by real
avocado spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato,
and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not for
vegetarians only.. ........... peace dude!)

J.J.B.L.T.*

j

lacon. lettuce, tomato. A mayo.
(The only better ILT is mama's ILT)

J

Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(It’s the real deal, and it ain’t oven California.)

BOX LUNCHES. FLUTTERS. FtRTIES!

DELIVERY ORDERS will include a
delivery charge per item.

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB*”

★ YkJIMMYJOHNS.COM *★

Double provolone. real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, lettuce, tomato. A mayo.
(Try it on my 7-grain wholo wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB*
★ SIDES *
*
*
+
*
*
*

Soda Pop
Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie
Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle
Extra lead of meat
Extra cheese or extra avocado spread
Net Peppers

FREEBIES

Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato. A mayo
An American classic, certainly not invented by J. J. but
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN"

{SUBS t CLUBS OWY)

Union, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber. Dijon
mustard, oil A vinogar. and oregano.

#15 CLUB TUNA*

The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has
a let more. Fresh housemade tuna salad, provelene.
cucumber, lettuce. A tomato

This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John s brother Huey. It’s huge
enough to feed the hungriest of all
humans! Tons of genoa salami, sliced
smoked ham. capicola. roast beof.
turkey A provolone. jammed into
one of our homemade French buns
then smothered with onions, maye.
lettuce, tomato. A our homemade
Italian dressing.

#16 CLUB LULU*
Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato.
A mayo. (JJ’s original turkey A bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER*
Real applewoed smoked ham and bacon with lettuce,
tomato A mayo, what could be better!

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!
• ms.

tier, ten roes fear.
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Bringing the kids, sibs back to GV
BY MATT OBERSKI

gerbil’s, and someone pushes
you into life-size pins,” Pulice
said.
Besides the new lineup
additions, a few crowd fa
vorites will also be return
ing to GVSU, including
“The Norman Magic Expe
rience” and the “Jonathan
Burns: Flexible Comedy”
performance.
Norman Ng first be
came interested in magic at
a young age when a magic
store clerk showed him a
trick that fascinated him.
“It was amazing, and
that moment of astonish
ment changed my life,” Ng
said.
Now, he has amazed au
diences at more than 150
colleges and universities,
countless fairs, theaters and
corporate events across the
country, including multiple
performances at GVSU.
“I love the wide range of
ages at the GVSU Sibs and
Kids weekend,” Ng said.
“I get to share my unique
magic that kids don’t see
often.”
Audiences can expect a
multitude of tricks, includ
ing “smashing stuff with a
baseball bat, magic in 3-D”
and a “magical treasure
hunt.”
“Its not your typical
rabbit-out-of-the-hat stuff,”
Pulice said. “It’s hilarious,
mind-blowing magic.”
Ng’s philosophy is to
have his audience “walk
away from his show with

CVL STAFF WRITER

Originally published
Jan. 24, 2013

There are many tradi
tions celebrated at Grand
Valley State University, one
of them being Sibs and Kids
weekend.
Held once a year, GVSU
students, staff and faculty
invite their siblings and
children to enjoy a vari
ety of events and activities
throughout the Allendale
Campus, with past events
including bounce houses,
tie-dying, a variety of games
and much more.
Previous years have had
around 700 guests register
to be a part of the weekend
and Chelsea Pulice, Sibs and
Kids coordinator, expects a
similar turnout this year.
There are already about 500
people registered, she said.
On Friday and Saturday,
registered guests will be able
to take part in more than
30 different events and ac
tivities for the whole family,
including a bounce house,
craft rooms, airbrush tat
toos, Stuff a Critter, photo
booths and laser tag.
One of the games in this
years lineup is “human
fowling.” The new game
Will be held in the Fieldfiouse Arena, along with la
yer tag and bumper cars.
• “Basically, human bowlpig is when you go in a large
clear ball, almost like a

the feeling of being a child
again where the world has
no boundaries.”
As for “Jonathan Burns:
Flexible Comedy,” the au
dience will marvel at his
combination of comedy
and contortionism. Burns
has been showcasing his
interesting take on com
edy to audiences around
the world, having been fea
tured on TV shows, includ
ing The Jay Leno Show and
the Late Show with David
Letter man.
He is ecstatic to return
to GVSU for another per
formance.
“I enjoy these weekends
because it gives me a chance
to perform some routines
with kid volunteers that I
don’t get to at other colleg
es and universities,” Burns
said. “My show is very in
teractive and working with
younger volunteers is often
an unpredictable experi
ence, which keeps me on
my toes.”
This year, guests and
GVSU students and staff
can experience “a comedic
and stunt extravaganza that
sibs, kids, and students of
all ages are sure to enjoy,”
he said.
“I hope that my show
will amaze and amuse ev
eryone who comes,” Burns
said. “There will be some
thing for everyone, not only
the kids, but the GVSU stu
dents as well.”

ROBERT MATHEWS | GVL

Helping out: Event organizers lead the crowd during this years' Relay for Life.The event raised
over $80,000 to help find a cure for cancer.The event was the eleventh straight for the school.

GV raises $80k at Relay for Life
BY KARA HAIGHT
GVL STAFF WRITER

Originally published
April 15. 2013

Grand Valley State Univer
sity’s eleventh annual Relay
for Life raised over $80,000
in the fight to find a cure for
cancer over the weekend.
Festivities started Friday
with a video presentation
from Colleges Against Can
cer, the student organization
in charge of preparing for the
events and leading the games,
entertainment and educa
tion for the night. The video
showed members of CAC and
other GVSU students sharing
milestones and accomplish
ments of the American Can
cer Society, which CAC regu
larly partners with.
The ACS is celebrating
100 years in business.
During the opening cer

emonies, speakers shared sto
ries of their personal connec
tions to the disease, including
relatives and friends who
fought and lost their battles.
Brad Rutledge, director of
the ACS Great Lakes Divi
sion, said he was excited to
see the Relayers in action.
“At my job, I get to sit
behind a desk, planning for
events like this,” Rutledge
said. “But it’s another thing
to actually come out and see
these programs in action, in
all that they can do.”
Savanna Rayne, the ACS
staff partner for GVSU, said
that, in Michigan, ACS is
second only to the govern
ment in research funding,
and events like Relay help
keep it that way.
“By being here, you are
changing and saving lives,”
Rayne said. “Could be a
parent, a friend; could be

mine or yours.
While many memories of
family members and friends
affected by cancer were shared,
some in the audience had even
closer encounters with the dis
ease. GVSU student Rachael
Allen told the audience at Re
lay the impact cancer has had
on her own life.
Allen said at age 13, after
a surgery to treat a misdiag
nosis of mononucleosis, .she
was diagnosed with Hodg
kin’s lymphoma stage II. Al
len started chemotherapy a
month after her diagnosis
and experienced various
medical complications dur
ing her treatments. After
multiple chemo sessions, she
felt hopeful, but soon learned
that her cancer had returned.
“(After it returned) I lost
confidence,” Allen said. “I
didn’t go to school, and I was
depressed.”

The magic behind Muggle Quidditch
BY JESSICA SMITH
GVL STAFF WRITER

Originally published
March 20, 2013

It’s a mixture of soccer,
football, dodgeball, and water
polo with its own twist - its
called Quidditch. The name
of the game may have origi
nated from the wizarding
rid of Harry Potter,Barit’s
transformed into a sporting
" ^event beyond the books

BO ANDERSON|GVL

Freezing point: GVSU’s Colin DeMarco moves down the
field on Saturday morning during a game of Quidditch.

ry Potter, but that’s not why
I’m here. Now they’re like two
separate things.”
No they can’t fly around on
broomsticks, but the GVSU
Grindylows are in their sec
ond competitive season and
want others to realize that
their sport isn’t a joke.
“A lot of people think it’s
Harry Potter nerds pretend

score through the opponent’s
three hoops - tackling encour
aged.
“We also lose a lot of people
to injury, too. At every tourna
ment there’s an EMS waiting
because someone will get hurt,”
Tyler Nagy, secretary and chaser
of the Quidditch club said
John Alexander, vice presi
dent and chaser of the Quid

ing 'THgy-CTff"Brand pWy
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Quiddifch, but its full con-
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Muggle Quidditch has been
taken to the ground level with
some of the general rules and
names brought to the playing
field There are seven players
on each side: three chasers, two
beaters, a keeper and a seeker.
They still use a quaffle and the
bludger, and their goal is to

“That’s the most general
misconception about it. People
don’t think it’s serious because
it’s from Harry Potter, but it’s
really serious,” Aleia Wright,
president and beater of the
Grand Valley State Univer
sity Grindylows said. “I joined
Quidditch because I love Har

Dedication at every turn.

Start Smart at PenskeU.com
Penske offers college students:
• Up to 20% off truck rentals* .

IS CUt

physical demands of the sport.
“A lot of people come to
Quidditch saying, ‘I’ve never
played any sports before in
my entire life,’ and those
are the people that end up
dropping out because they’re
not expecting it to be a hard
thing,” Alexander said.

Of course, there’s a snitch,
but this time it’s in human
form. The snitch is a third
party player typically dressed
in all yellow. They have a ball
velcroed to the back of their
shorts, and it’s the seekers job
to hunt them down and cap
ture the snitch before the op
ponent. The trick is, the snitch
has very few rules

atecent from Harry Pottet; but the
most effective way lo get people
to take it seriously is to actually
watch it,” Wright said Tve never
had somebody who comes to a
Quidditch match say, Oh this
is just a bunch of nerds running
around on brooms,’ not one time
because it’s so intense.”
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• Free unlimited miles on one-way rentals
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SHOW THAT YOU CARE.
GET TESTED TODAY.

• Guaranteed safe and reliable rental trucks
• CD player in every truck

April is GYT (Get Yourself Tested) Month
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Visit PenskeU.com to find helpful moving tips,
learn more about renting Penske trucks and even
get some help finding a job.

(year-round) at Planned Parenthood of
West and Northern Michigan health
centers. Eight locations including Grand

Save up to 20%*
800-281-9084
PenskeU.com

Rapids, Muskegon, Traverse City and
Wyoming. Make an appointment today.

*C«rtain restrictions apply Visit PenskeU.com
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Congratulations Graduates!
Carrabba’s will be opening early for your
convenience on April 27th.
Reservations will be accepted between 12:00 and 4:00.
Normal call ahead seating will apply after 4:00.
Grandville 261-3020
4
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CROSS COUNTRY

Women win national title, men take 7th place
BY BRADY FREDERICKSEN

Originally published
Nov. 19. 2012

Two seasons ago, the
Grand Valley State University
womens cross-country team
was on top of the world. The
team had broken through,
winning its first national title
after runner up finishes in
the two years prior.
• The Lakers failed to de
fend that championship last
season, finishing in third.
But
Saturdays
2012
NCAA
Cross-Country
Championships presented
the team an opportunity to
win back that championship
and place atop the medal
stand, and it was a freshman
that led the Lakers back to
glory — putting together the
best race of her young career
on the biggest stage.
Jessica Janecke ran a
fourth place, personal-best
time of 20 minutes, 20.23
seconds — over two minutes
faster than her previous best
— to lead the Lakers to their
second national title in three
seasons. Not far behind was
sophomore Allyson Win
chester, who won the Mid
west Regional two weeks
ago and finished sixth this
week with time of 20:29.0,
giving GVSU two of the top
six finishers in the race.
“I chink just the no
tion that you’re running for
something bigger than your
self — for your team,” Jan
ecke said of her career day.

11
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Take It and run: The cross-country team boasts its trophy after winning the NCAA championships, with many runners

“Knowing that every step,
every part of the race is for
the bigger purpose of your
team, that really keeps you
going the whole way.”
The women’s team fin
ished just three points ahead
of second place Augustana
College, scoring 101 points
to go with a 21:00.6 second
average time. Also running
for GVSU was sophomore
Hannah Osborn, who fin
ished 26th with a person
al-record time of 21:08.7
— joining Janecke and
Winchester as All-Ameri

cans after finishing in the
top 40.
Sophomore Madie Rodts
finished with a time of
21:25.8, good for a 42ndplace finish, while junior
Courtney Brewis finished
51st with a time of 21:36.5.
GVSU head coach Jerry Baltes applauded Brewis’ effort,
in part, because she caught
somewhere in the neighbor
hood of 40 runners in the
second half of the race.
Senior Monica Kinney,
an All-American after last
season’s race, finished with

a time of 22:03.9 in her first
and final cross-country race
since, while junior Kelcie
Severson rounded out the
Lakers’ contingent with a
time of 22:20.5.
“I’m just thrilled for our
ladies to be able to go out
there and accomplish what
they did,” Baltes said. “They
ran a perfect race plan, ex
ecuted the plan, and (had)
great effort from start to fin
ish. Three points isn’t much,
but every position counted.”
The GVSU men, paced
by senior Stephen Fuelling,

put together a seventh-place
effort on Saturday. The 2012
GLLAC Men’s Cross-Coun
try Athlete of the Year, Fu
elling led the Lakers with a
time of 30:02.‘9, well enough
for an 18th place finish.
“It’s all about the day. I
think our training was great
— I think Jerry would say
that our training was pretty
darn good, too — but (we)
need to understand that it’s
about the day,” Fuelling said.
“I couldn’t ask for a better
year as a senior with the
guys, the synergy was there

everyday, so that’s some
thing 1 will never forget.”
The team’s seventh-place
finish wasn’t what Fuelling
had hoped for, but with the
loss of five seniors from last
season, saw positives in the
younger runners gaining ex
perience on Saturday.
Joining Fuelling in the
top 40 was fellow senior
Jake Isaacson, who finished
in 33rd place with a time
of 30:15.2. Isaacson and
Fuelling were the lone AllAmericans for GVSU.
Also
running
for
GVSU was junior Josh
Moskalewski
(30:45.8),
freshman Joe Duff with a
time of 31:03.2 and junior
Brent Showerman who
crossed the finish line with
a time of 31:06.4.
With the title-contending
and top-10 consistency both
programs have shown in re
cent years, the expectations
for this meet have continued
to rise and center on being
one of the three teams on
the podium.
Baltes said that’s absolutely
the case, but also that it’s a mind
set the runners have as well.
“Whether it’s the women
running for a title or the
men running for a team tro
phy, they put that expecta
tion (on themselves),” Baltes
said. “They’ve seen who’s
coming for them and they
understand the tradition of
the program and the expec
tations and responsibility
that comes with putting on
the uniform.”

•VOLLEYBALL

Laker volleyball team wins game No. 1,000
BY BRYCE DEROUIN
GVL SPORTS EDITOR

Originally published Oct. 8, 2012

When her players went to step on
the court, Grand Valley State Uni
versity head coach Deanne Scanlon
wanted them to recognize the his
tory and the significance behind the
program reaching 1,000 wins.
That is why the opportunity for
the volleyball team to record 1,000
wins in the history of the program
was a talking point in the days lead
ing up to Friday’s match against
Lake Erie College.
“Every single day we talked about
it,” Scanlon said. “I wanted them to
come in tonight to this match and
kind of have a reverent type of feel
ing when they walked on the court
and they played under these ban
ners and take in the whole history
of everything.”
The Lakers (13-4, 6-3 GLLAC )
played inspired volleyball against
an over-matched Lake Erie College
team (3-11, 0-8 GLIAC). The Lak
ers dominated the match taking all
three sets 25-14,25-17, and 25-20.
The Lakers tallied 47 kills and hit
.298 for the match, which is their

second-best hitting percentage of
the season. GVSU’s defense was
also on point throughout the match,
holding Lake Erie to a pedestrian
.060 hitting percentage.
GVSU was ecstatic to accomplish
this in front of its home crowd.
“It’s so exciting,” said junior Abby
Ebels, who recorded nine kills and
two blocks, with a .538 hitting per
centage. “It’s so humbling to be a
part of the thousandth win because
there’s been so many teams, so many
players that have been through this
program and have put wins on the
board one by one, but this is the one
everyone gets to celebrate about, so
it’s really exciting to be a part of it.”
Freshman Betsy Ronda, assisted
by sophomore Christina Canepa,
secured the match winning kill that
would give the Lakers their 1,000th
win. Ronda recorded her team high
tenth double-double of the season,
tallying 13 kills and 10 digs.
“I guess I wasn’t really thinking
about it at the time,” Ronda said
about the game winning kill. “Just
keep the ball in play and it just hap
pened to go in the right spot. It was
exciting to be a part of this history,
especially as a freshman and be

ing able to follow in after all of the
people.”
The Lakers earned win number
1,001 the next day as GVSU carried •
their momentum oyer from Friday
night into Saturday and secured
another conference victory against
Ashland University (13-4, 6-3 GLI
AC) 25-15,17-25,14-25,25-18, and
15-10.
Sophomore Abby Aiken record
ed a match-high 24 kills. Ronda
finished with her eleventh double
double of the season with 12 kills
and 18 digs and sophomore Clair
Ruhenkamp notched a double-dou
ble with 49 assists and 12 digs.
“Ashland’s a very good team,”
Scanlon said. “It was kind of an up
and down match where we had re
ally great moments, but then we
were playing really poorly. You just
have to fight through those and I felt
.
like we did. The game of volleyball
gives you a lot of chances if you stay Taking a hit: Christina Canepa serves
in there and stay diligent and work
on the little things. We weren’t com 1,001st win, GVSU becomes the
municating and we stopped serving seventh school in Division II his
really tough and when we picked tory to reach 1,000 wins and the
those two things back up we got 27th school in any NCAA division
to reach that landmark. GVSU has
back on top of our game again.”
With the 1,000th win and the only had two coaches in the 44 years

ERIC COULTER | GVL
the ball during a past match-up.

of the program’s history. Former
head coach Joan Boand recorded
545 wins in her 26 years (1969r
1994) as head coach and current
head coach Deanne Scanlon sits at
456 wins.

TRACK & FIELD

SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE
GVSU track and field teams repeat as GLIAC Indoor champions;
BY PETE BARROWS
GVL STAFF WRITER

Originally published
Feb. 25. 2013

The GLIAC seemingly
improves as a conference ev
ery year, a trend that holds
true for the indoor track
and field ranks, but Grand
Valley State University track
and field is still running a leg
ahead of the rest.
The
GLIAC
Indoor
Championship hosted at
the GVSU was a testament
to this claim as the Laker
program once again left the
competition in its wake. The
visiting teams exited the
premises, but both the men’s
and women’s GLIAC cham
pionship trophies stayed in
Allendale for another year.
The No. 1 women’s side
captured its 14th consecu
tive title, topping runner-up
>

I

Ashland by a 130-point mar
gin. The No. 4 men’s team
out ran the second place
No. 3 ranked Ashland by a
decided 76-point gap for its
fourth consecutive title and
13th in 14 tries.
“We hosted this confer
ence meet in our building
and I’m really proud of both
teams,” said GVSU athletic
director Tim Selgo. “We’ve
got a great tradition here and
they did a wonderful job of
upholding our tradition in
high-level fashion winning
both the men and women’s
GLIAC Championships. It
was really nice to see all of
their hard work rewarded
this weekend.”
Senior Sam Lockhart was
as dominant as ever, best
ing her own school record in
the weight throw as well as
the GLIAC Championship
record with a toss of 21.50

meters and collecting GLIAC
field athlete of the year hon
ors. It was the farthest throw
measured in Division II this
year by over a foot and a half.
Ashland’s Katie Nageotte
set a GLIAC Indoor Cham
pionship and Kelly Family
Sports Center record mark of
4.33 meters in the pole vault
and outdid junior Kristen
Hixson, but Hixson cleared
a school record mark of 4.23
meters, the third-best mark
in Division II this year, and
figures to be a major factor
in competition at nationals.
The resurgent senior
Monica Kinney won the
mile with a time of 4 min
utes, 55.08 seconds and
was proceeded places two
through four by Laker team
mates sophomore Jessica Ja
necke and freshman Allison
Work and Katelyn Cliff.
Darien Thornton was
I

named the GLIAC Field
Freshman of the Meet af
ter finishing second in the
weight throw and sixth in
the shot put.
Junior Steven Reives set a
school record in the heptath
lon with 4,492 points and the
4x400 relay team consisting
Juniors Nate Hammersmith,
Chris Teitsma, Logan Hoff
man and Mohammed Mo
hammed lowered heir record
marie once again with a time of
3:12.42, the fourth fastest time
run in Division II this season.
Senior
pole
vaulter
Kevin Leland and sopho
more sprinter Bent VanEnk
chipped in with surprise
victories in their respec
tive events and the men’s
DMR relay team consisting
of freshman Nick Wharry,
Dang Pung, junior Jermey
Wilk and senior Larry Julson set a building mark with

a time of 9:53.34.
Highlight performances
were accumulated by the Lak
ers throughout the weekend,
but there is still plenty of work
left to be done.
“We’ve got to keep our
nose to the grindstone, we’ve
still got two more weeks or
so,” Julson said. "We’ve just
got to keep putting in the
work and put it together
on the day. On any given
day, anything can happen.
That’s, the approach we’re
taking, especially with the
DMR (distance medley re
lay). We’ve always said if we
can get there, we can put it
together and then hopefully
do some big things. We’re
pretty excited about that.”
As it stands , it’s expected
that GVSU will have be
tween 10 and 15 men and
about 20 women at nation
als. The women are again the

favorites and the men have a
shot at a top four finish.
“I think it’ll be one of the
larger groups we^ve taken as
a whole,” said GVSU distance
coach Nick Polk. “We’ll spend
this next week tuning up, get*
ting excited and hopefully
defend our title and place i
lot higher on the guys side.” !
The final declaration lisX
will come out this afternooij
and by tomorrow, GVSU will
know who will be making th(|
trip to Alabama for nationals!
“It’s not a field trip, it’s not
a vacation,” said GVSU head
track and field coach lent
Baltes. “We’re going down;
there to take care of busi-;
ness and hopefully do some,
great things. It’s not going to;
be easy, but if we keep doing
what we’re doing an4 go in(
there focused and ready to
compete, good things can;
come out of it for us.”
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SWIMMING & DIVING

GV women’s
basketball
deserves
better
BY BRYCE DEROUIN
GVL SPORTS EDITOR

Originally published
Jan. 17,2013

BO ANDERSON|GVL

Over and out: Grand Valley State University’s Milan Medo competes in the men’s breaststroke event. The Laker men’s swimming and diving teams were
kept from securing a league champtionship title by the controversial disqualification of a 200-meter freestyle relay team, which cost the team 32 points.

Disqualification costs divers, swimmers GLIAC
BY JAY BUSHEN
GVL ASSISTANT SPORTS

Originally published Feb. 11, 2013

Following the 2013 GLIAC
Championships, all that stood be
tween the Grand Valley State Uni
versity mens swimming and diving
team and a conference title was a
tough call from GLIAC officials
over the weekend.
Wayne State University (780
points) took home the 2013 GLI
AC Championships for the third
straight year, while GVSU (763.5
points) placed second after a con
troversial call on the third day of
competition got the team disquali
fied for what GLIAC officials said
was the sighting of a GVSU swim
mer leaving early in the mens
200-meter freestyle relay, costing
the team 32 points, though GVSU

“We deserved the win,” said
junior Michael Griffith. “Were
not mad at anyone, just upset
with the way it happened. Wayne
State had it handed to them on a
golden platter.”
Griffith finished in the top three
of all seven events he competed in.
He touched first in the 100 fly with
an NCAA DII B cut time of 48.75
seconds, and swam a leg on three
first-place relays.
He and teammates juniors Erik
Aakesson and Aaron Marken and
freshman Gianni Ferrero placed
first in the 200 medley relay with an
A cut time of 1:28.31, setting a new
GLIAC Championship and GVSU
varsity record in the process.
GVSU s relay teams looked strong
all week, adding two more “B” cut
times in the pair of victories.
Griffith, Ferrero, Marken and
sophomq^^y^jj^ijjj^louched
first in the 400 medley-relay with a

time of 3:16.58, and notched anoth
er victory when Griffith, Ferrero,
Medo and senior Derek Mead won
the 400 freestyle relay with a time
of 3:01.11.
“We put our best foot forward
and gave them everything we
could,” said GVSU head coach
Andy Boyce, who was part of a
three-way tie for the Dewey News
ome GLIAC Mens Coach of the
Year. “We expected it to be a very
challenging meet and it was. The
(GLIAC) is probably the fastest Di
vision II conference in the nation.
I’m very proud of both teams.”
On the womens side, the Lakers
could not keep up with the reigning
NCAA national champions.
Wayne State (861.5 points) dom
inated the competition, giving the
Warriors their fourth conference
title in as many seasons. GVSU fin
ished fourth behind the University
of Indianapolis (554.5 points) and

Northern Michigan University (512
points), posting 465.5 points.
GVSU had finished in first or sec
ond place for eight straight seasons.
“Were going to learn from this
one,” said junior Caitlyn Madsen.
“It was a tough meet. We didn’t ex
pect Northern and Indianapolis to
have so many stars this year. It was
a bummer to finish fourth this year
after being second for so long.”
Madsen was the lone individual
event winner for GVSU, capturing
a victory in the 200 fly with a B cut
time of 2:03.32. She also broke her
own school record in the 100 fly,
when she touched second with an
other “B” cut time of 55.85.
The NCAA Division II National
Championships will be from Mar.
6-9 in Birmingham, Ala.
Boyce said the exact number of
student athletes competing at na
tionals is yet to be determined.

,V/. LACROSSE

Devine to play in World Lacrosse Championships
feY BRYCE DEROUIN
GVL SPORTS EDITOR

■Originally published Feb. 21, 2013

m

Over a year ago, sophomore
Grand Valley State University la
crosse player Victoria Devine heard
Cbout a unique opportunity from
her father, Christopher.
* He read in the newspaper that
people were trying out for the Irish
Womens National lacrosse team, he
told Victoria, which sparked her in
terest in potentially trying out.
“He told me about it and I was
going to go last year, but I decided
to get a year of college lacrosse in
and try out this past October,”
Devine said.
In the first year of the GVSU la
crosse program, Devine would go
onto be named to the Division II
All-Independent team after tallying

37 goals and six assists and lead the
team with 43 points.
“She’s a very smart player,” said
head coach Alicia Groveston. “She
has a very high lacrosse IQ. She’s
able to see the play as it develops.
She’s really grown into our system
and become much more confident
in her own personal abilities and
the abilities of her teammates. She’s
kind of the complete package.”
After getting a year of college
lacrosse under her belt, Devine de
cided to tryout for the Irish Wom
en’s National lacrosse team. She
traveled to Dublin, Ireland in Octo
ber and stayed there for a weekend
while the tryouts commenced.
When Devine heard she made
the team, it didn’t come as a to
tal surprise to her, but she still re
mained ecstatic.
“I was excited,” Devine said.

“There wasn’t a lot of people at try
outs, so I didn’t really think I was
not gonna make it, but it was really
exciting. It’s just a really nice honor
to have to play for my heritage and
I think it’s a really nice way to see
how I’ve improved over the years.”
Devine and her teammates will
take part in the World Lacrosse
Championship this summer in Oshawa, Ontario. She is one of two
Americans on the team. Devin was
eligible to try out for the Irish squad
since she is a dual citizen because her
grandmother was born in Ireland.
“I think it’s a huge honor for her,”
Groveston said. “We’re so unbeliev
ably excited for her. This is some
thing she took on herself. She went
to Ireland and obviously played her
hardest and made an impact over
there. We’re just so pumped for her
to see where she can go with this

and what it’ll do. The opportunity
she gets to play on an international
level is so cool.”
For Devine, her first year at
GVSU convinced her that she was ,
good enough to tryout. Her confi
dence continued to grow through
out the season.
“Grand Valley helped me a lot,”
Devine said. “My coach definitely
helped me prepare for my tryouts. I
definitely wasn’t confident last year
to tryout. Playing through practices
and games really helped me build
enough confidence to tryout.”
Devine has also helped the new
GVSU lacrosse program gain early
traction and attract recognition in
its infant stages.
“For our program, obviously, it’s
name recognition,” Groveston said.

With 2:23 left in the game
against Northern Michigan
University, sophomore Kristers Zeidaks excites the 904
people in attendance when
he catches a pass from Ryan
Majerle and slams down
an alley-oop dunk for the
Grand Valley State Univer
sity men’s basketball team.
Less than 30 minutes lat
er, only 207 people will stay
to watch as the GVSU wom
en’s basketball team takes the
court to face NMU, and even
less will be in attendance to
watch the conclusion.
In 2010, the Office for
Civil Rights filed a com
plaint against the GLIAC
stating that scheduling the
woman’s games made them
appear only as “warm-up”
contests for the men’s games.
The complaint came from a
special interest group that
was located in Grand Rap
ids, Michigan, where the
GLIAC is stationed.
So now we have a rota
tion, where the men will play
first, followed by the women,
and have them switch after
each year.
In the 2009-10 season, the
last season before the switch
was announced and made,
the women were first and
the average attendance at
GLIAC games was 563 fans
per contest. In the 2012-13
season, the GVSU women
have averaged 239 fans per
game in Allendale, while the
men average 826 spectators
at home.
I understand the prem
ise of the idea and I can
respect the special interest
groups’ feelings. However, I
don’t think the special inter
est group understands how
it can be embarrassing to
watch hundreds of people
leave as you take the court.
I don’t know who the
exact members are, but my
question to them would
be, “What’s worse? Seeing
most of your fellow students
leave before the start of your
game, or gradually file in as
the game went on?”
At least with the men
playing second, a majority
of people would catch the
second half of the women’s
game, or the final minutes.
I’ve talked to members of
the women’s basketball team
and they all agreed. They’d
rather play in the first game.
The GLIAC needs to let the
women’s players and coach
es decide what’s fair, and
not leave it in the hands of
the people who aren’t even
taking part in the games, or
don’t have to watch the hun
dreds of people turn their
backs on them and leave to
ward the exits.
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jy WARD’S 10 BEST INTERIORS FOR 2012
jy 2013 IIHS TOP SAFETY PICK
SS5-STAR NHTSA OVERALL CRASH TEST SAFETY RATING'3'
jyup TO 41 HWY MPG 141

$Cnn COLLEGE GRADUATE
U U U BONUS CASH(5)

+ $750 CASH ALLOWANCE®
$1,250 TOTAL BONUS CASH

(1) BASED ON mO'SmiR SMALL SEDANS COSTING UNDER $25,000. (2) STARTING AT MSRP $16,790. GT (LATE AVAILABILITY) MSRP AS SHOWN $21,790 MSRP’S EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE FEES. FOR
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 2012 10 COOLEST CARS UNDER $18,000, VISIT WWW.KBB.COM <http://WWW.KBB.COM>. (3) STAR RATINGS ARE PART OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION’S SAFERCAR.
GOV PROGRAM (4) 41 HWY MPG WITH 1.4L 4-CYLINDER ENGINE, PREMIUM GAS. 6-SPEED MANUAL TRANSMISSION AND AERO MODEL SXT MODEL SHOWN: 27 CITY / 39 HWY EPA EST MPG FUEL ECONOMY RATINGS
FOR GT MODEL (SHOWN AT TOP OF PAGE) WERE NOT AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF PUBLICATION. (5) ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS MUST MEET ONE OF'THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA: GRADUATING IN THE NEXT 6 MONTHS WITH ANY
DEGREE, GRADUATED IN THE LAST 2 YEARS WITH ANY DEGREE, OR CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN A MASTERS OR DOCTORAL PROGRAM OFFER ENDS 9/30/13. RESIDENCY RESTRICTIONS APPLY.
SEE YOUR DEALER FOR DETAILS. (6) OFFER ENDS 4/30/13. DODGE IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF CHRYSLER GROUP LLC.
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The Faith Fallacy: Why belittling believers makes no sense

BY CHRISTINE COLLERAN
GVL COLUMNIST

Originally published Feb. 6, 2013

College, like religion, is an in
stitution. These institutions are re
cipients of their constituents’ time
and money, and said individuals
work with these institutions to
gain greater knowledge in a par
ticular area.
In both cases believers in these
institutions take a gamble, hop
ing their investment makes a re
turn: most students believe they

will leave college with a degree/
career potential and most religious
people believe when they leave
this earth they will be rewarded for
their faith.
I happen to consider myself a
constituent of both institutions,
and that is not always easy. I fight
to hold onto faith every day in a
world riddled with empty stom
achs and bloody battles. Its not
just my religious faith that wavers.
It is faith in myself, my country
and even human nature.
This is not a backhanded at
tempt to push religion on you; I
don’t find that very fair. Instead, I
am writing to defend having faith,
in anything. I write to address those
who look down on other individu
als for holding certain beliefs, and
to point out where their logic fails.

An open letter to
the Warner Bros

Believing in something, so long as
it is not blind faith, should be com
mended- not chastised.
I would like to think that if
you did not believe in college you
wouldn’t be here, if you didn’t
believe that college was a step to
success that would prepare you in
some way for the future. In fact,
many of us feel that in today’s
world a degree is necessary to stay
competitive. We are wrong.
A degree is nothing more than
a piece of paper. Facebook founder
Mark Zukerberg has no degree.
Neither does Richard Branson of
Virgin Atlantic, nor Michael Dell
of Dell Computers. And Steve
Jobs? His undergraduate career
rang in at one semester.
Despite evidence proving that
great success is attainable without

college, we continue to have faith
in the power of a degree. And that
faith, well, it does help us. That
faith can elicit a drive to become a
more accountable person, to gain
greater understanding of the world
around us. We put faith in some
thing that can fail us, something
that is not guaranteed, because we
want to become better. Our faith in
our degree is a gamble, but a gam
ble we lose nothing from taking.
Religion, or belief in a higher
power, is no different. People of
ten assume that in maintaining my
belief in God I am denying science
and evidence that points to the
contrary of a higher power. That is
not true. I am a supporter of sci
ence, of evolution and of searching
for facts.
In actuality, it is in science and

philosophy that my belief in
higher power takes root. My faitty
in my religious beliefs helps me to
improve as a person, encouraging
me to think of others and to stay;
honest with myself. These beliefs
may be a gamble in that they are
not certain, but they are a gamble I;
lose nothing from taking.
I am a better person for havinjj
faith in myself, in my collegia^
pursuits and in God. While blindly
following an idea or institution ii
dangerous, having faith without
total certainty is not. If you spend
your life depending only on facts, ii
will be difficult to realize your ful]
potential. Please don’t look dowij
on those who hold beliefs you find
silly. If a certain institution is noj
your gamble — concentrate on
those that are.
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BY NATE SMITH
GVL COLUMNIST

Originally published April 8, 2013

Dear Warner Brothers,
There are rumors going around that you guys are go
ing to try a Justice League movie. I’m writing you to ask
that this does NOT happen, at least not in the next four
years. There are some things that are just better left not
existing. A good example of this would be the Green Lan
tern movie. You guys remember that right? When Ryan
Reynolds masqueraded around as Hal Jordan and ended
the movie by punching the main antagonist into the sun?
Yeah. We all remember that as well (unfortunately).
I know how you feel! The country went crazy with
the first phase of the Marvel movies. Everybody loved
The Avengers and the box office sales reflected that.
You guys had a hit with two thirds of the Chris Nolan
Batman trilogy! Don’t get me started about The Dark
Knight Rises...you know what you did. Anyway, what
I’m saying is just focus on what you have. I understand
DC isn’t the best source material, but take those lem
ons and make...I don’t know, just don’t make a Justice
League movie because it will just look like a blatant at
tempt to make your own version of The Avengers.
Speaking of The Avengers, remember when you guys
canceled Joss Whedon’s Wonder Woman movie? Ouch.
That was your chance! Now that the chance is gone just
focus on what’s left. The new Superman movie looks...
passable. You have Henry Cavill and Michael Shannon
on board which is a definite step in the right direction.
Please don’t let me down guys.
The thing is, at this point there’s nowhere to go but up.
I’m all for a new slew of DC superhero movies, but just
remember to know your role. DC characters aren’t like
Marvel characters. I think the fact that DC has rebooted
its comic franchise more than once is an indicator of this.
The thing about the heroes you have to work with is that
they’re all the strongest, fastest and smartest characters
in their own universe. That’s why DC hero crossovers are
usually underwhelming and leave more questions than
they answer. So instead of falling into the pitfalls of the
source material, set an example by keeping all of the uni
verses separate. Batman, The Green Lantern, The Flash
AND Superman all living on the same planet is a stretch.
By keeping them separate you’ll be able to make clear
cinematic motifs for each film.
I hate to keep directing you back to the phase one of
Marvel movies but, there’s a lesson to be learned here!
If you pay attention to each of the individual films, they
were more than just superhero movies, they were genre
exercises. Thor was a Shakespearian fantasy film, Cap
tain America was a super equivalent of a war title. If
you’re going to take anything from these films it’s that
they did something that the superhero movie genre
didn’t do before. They followed the source material just
close enough to make everybody happy.
Comic book fans loved the phase one Marvel mov
ies and so did people who didn’t know anything about
these franchises. They escaped from the realm of just
heroes in spandex using feats of strength to resolve the
plot and went into something much more. They made
these larger than life characters relatable and likable,
this is the direction you need to go in. Now that The
Dark Knight trilogy is over, you guys have the chance to
keep the momentum going and make something good!
It may be the lack of sleep, but for some reason I have
faith in you guys. READ THE COMICS! Anything writ
ten by: Grant Morrison, Gail Simone, Scott Snyder and
Geoff Johns is a good place to start. Go for it guys, reach
for the stars. Worst case scenario, you make another Su
perman Returns (Don’t do that. Please. Don’t.)

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthoms opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the Grand
Valley State University community.
Student opinions published here do
not necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthom aims
to be a safe vehicle for community
discussion. The Lanthom will not
publish or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not discriminate
against any other views, opinions or
beliefs. The content, information and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of
the university, its Board of Trustees,
officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved for letters
to the editor only, all other reader

generated content can be submitted
to the Grand Valley Lanthoms
YourSpace page by emailing
community^ lanthomcom
Letters to the editor should
include the author's full name and
relevant title along with a valid email
and phone number for confirming the
identity of the author Letters should
be approximately 500-650 words in
length, and are not edited by the staff
of the Grand Valley Lanthom outside
of technical errors for clarity.
To make a submission, email
at editorial^lanthorn com or by
dropping off your submission in
person at:
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With this week’s U.S. Supreme Court hearings on gay marriage, it’s time
•for stubborn legislature to recognize the changing views of the majority
Originally published March 28, 2013

the most recent major news outlets
and public opinion pollsters (from
esterday marked the second and FOX News to CNN) to report a 51
final day of the U.S. Supreme
percent majority in support of sameCourt hearings over two laws
sex marriage - a stark contrast to
regarding the rights of same-sex cou
1996 opinion polls, which reported
ples. The first, a referendum barring
only 27 percent of Americans in
same-sex marriage in California and
support of gay marriage. This was
the other called the Defense of Mar
followed by seven years of marginal
riage Act, or DOMA, which defines
growth in public approval, which
marriage as a “union between one
crept slowly until 2011, when support
man and one woman” and prevents
finally started to outweigh opposition.
the government from recognizing the
What Silver concludes (an argu
official union of same-sex couples.
ably obvious conclusion) from public
Contesters of DOMA, originally
opinion data, is that this trend of
enacted in 1996, argue that by barring
growing public acceptance is not one
same-sex couples from the federal
caused by a sudden spike in public
benefits and programs available to
opinion following any one isolated
traditional couples, the government
event, but rather, a growing trend
is imposing unconstitutional penal
that signals a shift in the American
ties and blatant discrimination on the
consciousness; a long-term move
basis of sexual orientation. On the
ment toward a more secular brand
other side of the debate, advocates
of politics that champions human
have defended the traditional defini
dignity above any written political or
tion of marriage under DOMA on
religious ideology.
the grounds that the bill upholds the
So what lawmakers who maintain
religious foundations of the U.S. Con
opposition on the grounds of consti
stitution, and argue it’s repeal would
tutional tradition neglect to acknowl
threaten state’s sovereignty.
edge is that the foundations of this
New York Times political statisti
country are not rooted in anything
cian, Nate Silver, used an average of
long-standing, but rather in a demo
eight polls conducted by a variety of
cratic process that is messy by design;

Y
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one that follows no template of his
tory, but changes with the majority
rule.
And though a 51 percent major
ity is not nearly as staggering as the
73 percent of Americans who once
opposed same-sex unions in 1996,
the dramatic shift itself is a is a larger
indication that lawmakers have stub
bornly remained in a state of mindblowing obliviousness, fighting a
fight that may only be winnable while
Republican hardliners still hold ma
jority in the House, but still ultimately
stands to be overturned by a vibrant
and vocal majority, buying time in a
war in which futility is only rivaled by
ignorance.
All we’re saying is that we hope
the American consciousness becomes
one that is shared by that of our
legislature. Because though it seems
clich£d to say, at the very core of these
arguments surrounding same-sex
marriage, there is a simple choice: to
award each and every one of our fel
low humans with dignity and respect
or the choice to blatantly denounce
the humanity of our neighbors on the
other.
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Mayday Parade & The Maine
BY STEPHANIE ALLEN
, GVL STAFF WRITER

, Originally published
.Oct. 25, 2012

A line of alternative rock
fans stretched throughout
Grand Valley State Univer
sity s Fieldhouse wrapping
r outside the building, hours
-before Mayday Parade and
The Maine were set to play
, their Oct. 19 show.
^ The concert, hosted by
iGVSUs student-run enter
tainment group, Spotlight
• Productions, drew in fans
from all over the area who
-were ready to see the bands
,on the second stop of their
, co-headlining tour.
Before the show, GVL staff
caught up with Mayday Parade
and The Maine to talk about
the tour, living in a bus and
- how they’ve made it as artists.
/, The bands have toured
, together twice before, and
.Pat Kirch, drummer for
The Maine, said its always a
"good time.
, “Were friends with the
Mayday dudes, so it’s just
kinda like falling right back
-into the last time we toured

with them, which is always
awesome,” said Garrett
Nickelsen, bassist for The
Maine.
This tour is a little different
than most of their headliners,
featuring a lot of university'
venues, which Nickelsen said
give a whole different atmo
sphere, aside from playing on
a basketball court.
“Its usually kids who nor
mally wouldn’t come out to
one of our shows, I feel like,”
Nickelsen said. “So it’s definite
ly a different vibe, but they’re
always fun and we always have
a great time doing them.”
Living out of a bus for a
two-month tour doesn’t give
the band a lot of space, or a
lot of time to do laundry.
“I bring a lot of stuff,
I mean an OK amount of
stuff, and then I end up kind
of wearing the same stuff
like every day,” Kirch said.
“It’s like you wear the
same clothes for three days,
then you get something new
and at some point you go
back to that pair of clothes,”
Nickelsen said. “It turns into
this dirty laundry suitcase
thing that smells real bad.

The funny thing is, I don’t
realize how bad it smells un
til I get home and I open it in
my room and I’m like, ‘Holy
crap man, this thing smells
like dirt.’”
With a young daughter
at home, touring for months
at a time can get hard for
Mayday Parade’s lead singer,
Derek Sanders.
“I miss her so much when
I’m gone, so I enjoy being home
whenever I can,” he said
But after the first few
days of a new tour, he said
the band falls into a routine,
which makes it easier to let
them enjoy making music.
“For the most part it’s
actually really awesome,”
he said. “We enjoy staying
busy and working hard for
this. And plus, it’s a lot of
fun to travel as much as
we do and see the world,
but there are times when
you’ve been out for a few
months, three or four seven months straight is
the longest we’ve been out
without a break at home,
and that can definitely get
really exhausting, but it’s
so much fun to play ev

ery night and its certainly
helped us get where we are
now - the fact that we’ve
stayed as busy as we have.”
Being on a bus with the
same five guys can get stress
ful for some bands, but Sand
ers said Mayday Parade hasn’t
really had any major issues.
We practically grew up
together,” he said. “I’ve
known Brooks for over
half my life ... we all kinda
met when we were younger
and in school and going to
shows together, and we’ve
just been friends for so
long and this is kind of our
shared dream. I think we all
realize we’re lucky to come
as far as we have, so we just
enjoy it.”
But Mayday Parade isn’t
alone in that enjoyment.
Kirch said The Maine loves
working together as a band,
no matter how much time
and energy they’ve spent in
trying to “make it.”
“We actually enjoy being
on stage and playing songs
and recording and all that
stuff, but even the love of that
would be kinda hard to con
tinue if we didn’t have any fans

MATT OBERSKI | GVL

Hitting the road: Mayday Parade lead singer, Derek Sanders

sings during the band’s Grand Rapids concert with The Maine.

out there,” Kirch said. “So I
think it’s all the kids that come
to the shows keep it exciting.
If we were just out there and it
was an empty room, it would
get kind of hard, but the fact
that we have some fans is ex

citing. And the fact that I feel
like we put in a lot of hard
work into every single aspect
of our band, and the fact that
all of our fans appreciate that,
makes us want to continue
doing those things.”
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The love of art: Grand Rapids transformed into one large art exhibit during

this year's ArtPrize event. The grand prize winner took home $200,000.
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ARTPRIZE TOP 10: With voting almost

closed, professors weigh in on Top 10
BY STEPHANIE ALLEN
GVL A&E EDITOR
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Can't hold us: Fans packed the Breslin Center this March to see recording artist Macklemore perform.

Macklemore plays ‘Best show of 2013
hands down5 at Michigan State University
BY STEPHANIE ALLEN
GVL A&E EDITOR

lOriginally published
*harch 28, 2013
«
«

•
There was no shortage of fur
J coats or thrift shop finds at Michi
gan State University March 26,
tas thousands of fans packed the
iBreslin Center to see one of hip»flops hottest new artists.
|
And after MSU students broke
{out in a “Go Green, Go White”
{chant, amping up energy in the
{almost sold-out venue, Macklemtore knew exactly where he was.
%
“I see why Magic Johnson
i went to this school,” he said to
*the crowd. “You guys are really
; f-------- good at jumping.”
Even though he was in the
“Freezing ass state of Michigan,”
Macklemore said there wasn’t
• anything better than seeing the
filled MSU arena.
“You people put goosebumps
on my arms already,” he said af
ter his first song.
Fans gave him the loud, Michi
gan welcome he was looking for
at the show, which was sponsored
by ASMSU, MSUs undergraduate
student government, making it his
“Best showfof 2013, hands down,”
he told thettowd after.
About ’ 61500 of the 8,000
{available tickets were sold, ASM

SU director of public relations,
Haley Dunnigan said. And with
fans all the way up into balcony
seats, the arena looked, she said.
All seating was assigned, which
caused some issues when Mack
lemore asked everyone with floor
seating to move closer to him.
“Security’s going to hate me,”
he said, while people crowded
around the stage.
And they did, stopping the
concert halfway through to make
everyone move back, appeasing
the fire marshal, to which Mack
lemore said, “I’d rather rap, than
make everyone go home.”
“Reserved seating in the floor
area was out of our control,”
Dunnigan said. “Due to safety
concerns, it was decided that
seating was to be assigned.”
Despite the seating hiccup,
Macklemore continued to rap,
and fans, including Grand Val
ley State University student, Eric
Baumgardner, enjoyed the venue.
“I think the Breslin Center is
an awesome venue, even though
I am a Michigan fan, I can’t ar
gue that this venue was electric
and had a full house of scream
ing fans,” Baumgardner said.
Because the majority of the
Breslin Center staff is MSU stu
dents, on-site police handled all
security issues.

“There weren’t any huge prob
lems,” Dunnigan said. “There were
some alcohol related instances,
but that’s to be expected.”
Most fans, including GVSU
student Abbey Atanasoff, respect
ed the venue staff and were there
to watch Mackelmore perform.
“I wanted to go because I re
ally love Macklemore and the
fact that he has a strong message
behind a lot of his songs,” Atana
soff said. “The concert was awe
some. He had a great energy and
really got the crowd involved.”
He tried to get everyone sing
ing along with him, keeping the
whole venue on their feet, es
pecially during songs such as,
“Thrift Shop,” “Can’t Hold Us,”
and “Same Love.”
“The concert was amazing,"
Baumgardner said. “He per
formed with a lot of energy and
made it extremely fun and enjoy
able and let his sense of humor
play a role in his performance,
which 1 really liked.”
He didn’t hold back at all dur
ing his encore performance of
“And We Danced,” during which
he wore a long blonde wig with a
pink and purple sequined cape.
“He looked ridiculous, but it
was hilarious, entertaining, and
exciting all at once,” Baumgard
ner said.

tat^ef 10 artists rests in the
of Grand Rapids voters, who
will be deciding which 2012 ArtPrize
entry will win the competition and the
$200,000 grand prize.
ArtPrize founder Rick DeVos an
nounced the Top 10 entries Sept. 30,
with not much surprise to many pro
fessional artists.
Grand Valley State University printmaking and drawing professor Brett
Colley said this year’s Top 10 cater to
every aspect that impresses the average
ArtPrize voter.
“As an artist and arts educator who
favors conceptual considerations over
technical prowess, the Top 10 are not
things'I would have chosen,” said Col
ley. “Well over half of the contenders
are romantic depictions of nature/an
imals - humankind excepted. All are
robust in scale, which ArtPrize voters
seem to find objectively more impres
sive than smaller things. Generally
speaking, voters privilege particu
lar technical skills, such as realistic
painting, drawing, woodcarving and
mosaic construction.”
Many of the finalists pull on the
heartstrings of voters, such as “City
Band” by Chris LaPorte, which Colley
said has a nostalgic feel that could help
it at least make the top three with vot
ers.
LaPorte’s 24-foot wide and 14-foot
high pencil drawing of his grandfather’s
1925 high school band has many of the
aspects that GVSU sculpture professor
Norwood Viviano said a winning piece
needs. But he doesn’t think it will win the
grand prize because it’s missing a crucial
animal element. It doesn’t have any ani
mal imagery, which won’t draw voters in
as much, Viviano said.
One of his top contenders is “El
ephants” by Adonna Khare.
“It’s the kind of work that every
body can relate to,” Viviano said. “In
ArtPrize, it has all the qualities suc
cessful ArtPrize entries have.”
As a professional artist, current
ArtPrize contestant, and former
judge, Viviano said “Elephants” and
“City Band” are the two Top 10 pieces
deserving of the prize, but “Origami”
by Kumi Yamashita does have some
commendable qualities.
Those three pieces are all displayed
at the Grand Rapids Art Museum. A
possible coincidence, Colley said prob
ably isn’t a coincidence at all.
“The three entries at the GRAM
■ have a tremendous upper hand now,
especially since voters aren’t required
to see all 10 works,” Colley said. “I

wouldn’t be at all surprised, only sad
dened if these entries wound up being
ranked one, two, three. After all, it’s
one-stop voting. People will crowd into
the GRAM because they see the most
work in one spot, for the least amount
of waiting, jostling.”
There were two pieces that over
lapped with the public’s Top 10 list
and a juror’s short list: “Song of Lift,”
by Martijn van Wagtendonk for 3D
and “Stick-to-it-ive-ness: Unwavering
pertinacity; perseverance” by Richard
Morse for the use of an urban space.
Viviano was surprised Morse’s wood
and metal horse sculptures placed in the
Grand River between Fulton and Pearl
streets were on the Urban Space short
list. As a former judge, he understands
the challenge of picking a favorite piece
out of more than 1,500 entries, but he
said there were several pieces that used
urban space in a much more intriguing
way.
In the past, Grand River entries have
faired well amongst audiences, such as
“Nessie” from ArtPrize 2009, but Vivia
no said the artwork is not worthy of the
first place prize.
Colley doesn’t think any one work
is deserving of such a large monetary
prize.
“I don’t think any art contest should
be awarding $200,000 to any one indi
vidual or entry, while so many others go
unrecognized, or more importantly, un
subsidized,” Colley said. “On average, it
costs each artist thousands of dollars to
compete in ArtPrize - paying for studio
space, materials, framing, crating, ship
ping, installation, lodging, eating, de-in
stallation, entry fee, etc. - and more than
1,400 artists will return home with less
money than they had in August.”
“Song of Lift” is Colley’s most likely
choice for the grand prize because of its
unique specialties and the obvious ex
penses van Wagtendonk spent to create
the installation at the Urban Institute
for Contemporary Art.
The public recognizes the Top 10
entries as pieces that are hard to make,
and time-consuming that they can
appreciate because of the skili-base
needed to produce something of such
a large scale, Viviano said. He saw a
lot of talent this year at ArtPrize, and
said there is artistic qualities in all of
the Top 10 entries.
There is a lot of prize money riding
on each voter’s choice, but whichever
piece wins, Colley wants to remind art
ists that “’Winning’ a contest like ArtPrize is no true measure of the quality
of one’s artwork.” And even if a favorite
isn’t recognized, it doesn’t mean that the
entry is less artistic, it just didn’t favor as
well with the ArtPrize audience.
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Worst enemies: Written by

GVSU alum Max Bush, "An Identified Enemy" had its world premiere on Nov. 9 in the PAC.

BY KARI NORTON
GVL LAKER LIFE EDITOR

Originally published
Nov. 19, 2013

Imagine being a soldier
in the Iraq War. You’ve seen
friends die, you don’t know
who you can trust and now
that your time is up you have

their other classes, and sepa
rate the haunted memories of
their past from reality.
Jamie Foster, played by
Baschar Umran, refuses to
move on with his life be
cause he does not know
what happened to his friend
Jalil Khalifa Al-Majid, an
Iraqi street vendor played by

to go back to the real world
and try to pretend like none
of it happened.
“An Identified Enemy” is
the story of two American
war veterans, Jamie Foster and
his girlfriend Della, who have
recently returned from Bagh
dad and are now struggling to
pass psychology, along with

Navy veteran Ryan Jackson.
American soldiers ar
rested Jalil after a miscommunication, leaving Foster
determined from that point
on to find out what became
of him. After all, the Iraqi
man did save his life from an
explosion that killed several
members of his unit.

The play, which consisted
of six performances between
Nov. 9 and 17, was written
by Grand Valley State Uni
versity alumnus Max Bush
and directed by Roger Ellis.
GVSU students played
the parts of soldiers, Iraqi
men and women, civilians,
prison guards, translators
and more. The students
who acted as Iraqis not only
looked the part, but also
spoke with accents and mas
tered their Arabic lines.
“It was interesting to see
how the actors grew in their
roles from one week to the
next,” Ellis said. “There were
lots of improvements.”
Alcoholism,
post-trau
matic stress and comedy were
all tied together in Bush’s rep
resentation of life after war.
“Max wrote my character
very well,” Jackson said. “He
really embodied and em
braced the relationship that
(Jalil) and Jamie formed.”
The story is very real and
you never really know what
ended up happening to Jalil
or his family, Jackson said. It
is a good issue for Americans
to see, especially because it is
so relevant to what is going
on in the world today.
“Performances have gone
really well,” Jackson said.
“Unfortunately there haven’t

been as many people as • I
would have liked, but we’ve
gotten good responses from
the people that did come.”
Video projections and
translations were used to add
an extra element to the show
and give the audience a better
understanding of what actu
ally took place overseas. One
in particular was an interview
with a member of the Taliban
who insisted that attacks on
Americans were justifiable
and done for their god, Allah.
“I was not familiar with the
topic but I thought it was done
very well and they did a good
job intertwining it with the
story? Danielle Armstrong, a
student in the audience, said.
Another audience member,
Beth Clark, was at a loss for
words after the show, but said
she thought all of the perform
ers did an awesome job.
Also among the crowd on
Nov. 15 was the actual prison
guard who was portrayed in
the play, Ellis said He had
been interviewed by Bush dn
numerous occasions and carhe
out to watch himself onstage.
“An Identified Enemy”
was a very experimental way
of telling one of the many per
sonal stories about a Michi
gan soldier’s experience in the
Iraq conflict, Ellis said

t

A classic villain takes a modern stage
BY SHELBY PENDOWSKI
GVL STAFF WRITER

Originally published
Sept. 27, 2013

Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s annual Shakespeare
Festival kicks off tomorrow
with the theater department’s
production of “Richard III.”
As one of Shakespeare’s
more popular plays, the usu
ally more serious production
is a change from the com
edies that the theater has put
on over the past few years,
€ &aitJ director Karen Libmafi'.
"“Richard III is one of
Shakespeare’s greatest vil
lains,” Libman said. “(He) is
just a wonderful person to
watch to see what he goes
through and what he does.”
Senior Bridgett Vanderhoof portrays Lady Rivers
in the play and said GVSU’s
performance has been sim
plified for audiences.
“The show is easy to un
derstand, and also very fun
ny for how dark the events
are that take place within it.”
Vanderhoof said.
Louis Armstrong Theatre
house manager Jack Lane
said the story is about Rich
ard Ill’s quest for the throne
and how he needs to remove
the legitimate successors.
“It’s really a story about
the quest for power and the
obstacles he had to remove
along the way,” Lane said.
The
political
power
struggle storyline fits per
fectly with the current elec
tion season, Libman said.
“I think the people are re
ally going to like it,” Libman
said. “It is really appropriate
for being produced right now
because we are in the middle
of an election ... I think it is
going to resonate with the
people right now, with the
problems in the election and

government. Not much has
changed in 500 years.”
To relate the play to a
more modern crowd, the set
ting as been taken from past
England, to be set “in an in
ner city Detroit apocalypse
kind of thing,” Libman said.
The play is dark, but Lib
man assures that the audi
ence will have laughs, too.
“It is a very funny play,”
Libman said. “The way he is
dispatching the killing...it is
like a tongue and cheek hor
ror movie. It is so outrageous
that you have to laugh.” She
said a lot of the laughing
will be out of an “‘Oh no he
didn’t’ kind of way.”
Lane added that audiences
will enjoy the performance.
Shakespeare continues to
be one ofthe most read English
writers and his performances
will never be dull, Lane said.
“...The staging and acting
for live theatre never grows
dull as it is different every
performance, and the impact
stays with people for a life
time,” Lane said.
The cast of GVSU students,
faculty and staff have worked
for over a year to prepare

the production, but the per
formance is not only GVSU
students. Libman brought in
professional actors to partner
with the cast to create a more
memorable production.

“The preparation began,
actually, way back about a
year ago to decide which
Shakespeare play to produce,
but rehearsals began back in
mid-August,” Lane said.

Vanderhoof said working
with the professional actors
taught her a lot about the
field.
“They have shared acting
tips, but more importantly
they have taught me the level
of professionalism and re
spect that is required in the
theatre world,” Vanderhoof
said. “(My) favorite part has
been working with the equity
actor, Brian Russell, and our
community actors, Heather
Hartnett and Scott Wright.”
Libman said the profes-

life advisers for students who
want to continue in theater as
a career.
“It is a really nice thing
because we cast professional
actors to play alongside wi(h
students, so they are men
tors with the students (o
find out what it is like to bea
professional actor...our stu
dents and audience get tKe
benefit of the professional
actor,” Libman said.
\
The cast has put a lot 6f
their time into rehearsing
for the production - even
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Students prepare for Threepenny Opera performance
SY SHELBY PENDOWSKI
GVL STAFF WRITER

Originally published Jan. 30, 2013

One song is all it took to get
called back, be cut from or land a
irole in Grand Valley State Univer
sity’s production of the “Threepenhy Opera.” That one song was all it
look for the casting crew to decide
£ students fate.
; “Everyone is called to the audi
tion on Saturday and it is pretty
much all day and we all go in in
dividually and sing one song.
Sometimes they will have us sing
another to hear different parts of
our voice and that is pretty much
it for the first day,” said Andrea
Fleming, who was cast as Jenny in
the production. “If they are inter
ested in us singing more or hear us
read dialogue they call us back on
Sunday.”
Callbacks consisted of the re
turning students performing dia
logue readings, monologue read
ings and site reading music and
scenes from the show.
“Callbacks are never the end all
be all,” Fleming said. “They can call
ypu back for another part, they can
hot call you back at all and they
tan give you a whole speaking role
Jvithout you being called back. And
sometimes you get a callback and
don’t get anything, so you don’t re
ally know what to expect when you
££t a callback.”
. • Following callbacks the cast lists
Are announced and students are
Jhrown straight into rehearsals.
'« During the first few rehears
als, Anthony Lajoye said the cast
worked on singing together and
getting to know the people who
they would be spending the next
few weeks with.
Z “Normally for the first two
Weeks it is really slow going be
cause it is a lot of stop-start and re
membering lines, and the director
Will cut you off and say, ‘I changed
nly mind, we are going to do this
instead, so why don’t you come
over here,m Lajoye said. “And now
We are into actually running the
•

show, everyone knows their lines
and everyone knows their block
ing, so now it is just fine-tuning
stuff"
The cast for “Threepenny Op
era” practices almost every day to
prepare for opening night on Feb.
1.
“You have to prioritize because
for this show we have to get off
book, we have to memorize our
stage blocking and where we are go
ing and memorize our lines, and we
have to know stuff pretty soon into
the rehearsal period because you
can work better without a book in
your hand, so it is all about priori
tizing,” Lajoye said. “But I can’t let
up on my classes, so that means, if
on the weekend there is a party, you
don’t go out or if you have to skip
a workout at the gym that day be
cause you have to memorize some
lines, that is what you have to do.
You just have to remind yourself
we are in the rehearsal for just over
a month, I can give up whatever I
need to for that month.”
Lajoye said the leads, or main
roles, spend more time rehears
ing than others, but they all have
to work together through the good
and bad.
“We all have days we don’t want
to be there, like you are having a
crappy day in class, it varies,” Lajoye
said. “There are some people who
are major ring leaders and they
naturally have those personalities
and when those people are down it
definitely does put a damper on the
rehearsals.
Everyone has a special relation
ship with somebody in the cast,
whether it is the director or one of
your best friends is in it with you.
There is always someone you can go
to and there is always someone to
talk to and we just kind of help each
other through.”
The production takes everyone
in the cast and crew, said Robert
McFletcher, who plays Mr. Peachum.
“It takes an amazing production
staff and a cast and crew that is re
ally passionate about the show and

BO ANDERSON|GVL
Singing a melody: A member of the cast for the Threepenny Opera sings during a recent performance.

ready to put on a good product and
confident in their ability to work
together as a team,” McFletcher
said. “It really takes the motivation
of all of us coming together to put
on a good show, which it will be
and it is.”
To make “Threepenny Opera”
the best, it takes the cast knowing
their characters as well as possible,
which Fleming said can take hours
of research to fully prepare.
Knowing their character reso
nates the true meaning of the op
era to the audience, McFletcher

said, and getting the meaning to
the audience is the most important
but most difficult part of a produc
tion.
“It is one of those operas or
plays or musicals that it really takes
every moment to captivate the au
dience so they can see the minor
details for the show, so they can full
understand the concept and main
idea of this show, so really staying
true to the story, staying honest to
the story and giving it the respect,”
McFletcher said.
With the opening this weekend,

now
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Fleming said rehearsals have be
come even more difficult.
“Any show that 1 have been in
the last week of rehearsals really
drags and feels like we are not go
ing to make it to opening night,
and with every show it feels like
it is one big hot mess, but once we
are (on)stage it is like, ‘Wow, we
put in a lot of work and we deserve
this moment,’ and it just feels good
that after all the research and work
we put into it,” Fleming said.
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Slig&bel/i tffalie
Congratulations Caitlin! We are so proud of you and your
many special achievements these past four years. Your hard
work and perseverance have paid off and the sky is the
limit as you follow your dreams. We wish you much suc
cess and happiness as you move on to Baylor University to
pursue your PhD!
Love Always, Your Family

{€aAlme c/L.
To our little rock lover.
You started with a walk, then you began to climb (rocks),
now you are running and there is no holding you back.
Congratulations on achieving the unique combination of
both a geology and chemistry degree. We are proud of you
and can’t wait to see what the future holds in grad school
and beyond. Climb high, reach for the stars and be careful
of active volcanoes ©. In summary Carly, “YOU ROCK”
We love you,
Mom, Dad, Jeanne, Kyler and Stephen.

tymandM <£. <£awawi

S)ojM (7/?ayae iSailey
Congratulations!
Your hard work has paid off. Now
you can make a difference in the
world. We are proud of you. '

Congratulations!
It seems hard to believe my kindergartener is a college
graduate! Time flies, cherish the friends and memories
you’ve made and there will be many more milestones
and fun times to celebrate. Go get 'em girl. Follow your
dreams... the skies the limit! I am so proud of you!

Love,
Jacinda & Paul

Love,

3)an&£Pimn Cve/xmd
From one milestone to the next,
you continue to make us so proud!
Congratulations on your gradua
tion from Grand Valley.
We love you!
Mom, Grandma & Grandpa, and
your siblings

_

Congratulations from Dad and
Family. We are so proud of you
and we love you very much.
Joyeux avenir et bonne chance
tout le temps.

Gligabet/i
Congratulations, Emily! We are so proud of your hard work
and perseverance. Remember these encouraging words
from Walt Disney, “All of your dreams can come true if you
have the courage to pursue them.” You will always have our
love and support.
Love,
Mom and Dad

(Sa/c cAnt/iony, VaAfayal
Eric, may all your hopes and
dreams be realized. Watching you
grow into an intelligent, thought
ful human being has truly en
riched our lives.
All our love,
Your family

{€(moMtulatiom {§Aaduate^
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6/uJhi tfpuAtea <VMice

cAMey cA. PotU
Congratulations GVSU Graduate
Ashley A. Potts on your hard work
and dedication. We are so very
proud of you!

Congratulations, Erika!
We are so proud of you. “A Truly
Special Teacher is very wise, and
sees tomorrow in every child’s
eyes” Follow Your Dreams...

Love,
Mom, Alan and Randy

Love,
Mom and Brett

c7/ia/iA QAfa/Mot
Congratulations Frank!
We are so proud of you. Through
your hard work and dedication
there is no doubt you will reach all
your goals.
•
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c9/eat/iek cAwie <SaAm
Congratulations on a job well
done during your time at GVSU!
You have been successful in and
out the classroom! We are proud
of you!

We love you,
Mom & Dad

Love,
Mom, Ian, Grandma, Craig, and
Ted

tf/b/ie C/emydm sSaAtatu
Congratulations Hope!
We are so proud of all your hard
work and determination. We have
always been proud of you. Well
done, my love.
Love,
Mom, Florin, Laura and Brian

Jvmae

nell

Congratulations Ivonne fof your achf^tement. I
know it wasn’t easy but you are at the finish line and
I’m so glad you made it. I love you with all my heart
and I’m sure you’re gonna make a great teacher one
day. All the family says congratulations also and
everybody loves you. I’m so proud of you and very
happy for you too, I don’t know what else to say but
congratulations and that I’m the happiest husband
ever...
With love,
Jacob

Congratulations Idris,
You worked very hard and de
served to be recognized for your
sacrifice and efforts. We love you
and are honored to support you in
your accomplishments.

'1

*

Jaleesa,
We are extremely proud of you
and all your academic and col
legiate accomplishments. We love
you so much and support you in
all you do.
Love,
Mom & Dad

<ifmica, (Stacey
You did it!
Congratulations!
We love you!
Mom, Dad, & Matt
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C5
(famene ^oViaim c9fle&ek

cfoiepA r7tfame>i

Congratulations Jeanene! We are so very proud of all your
hard work, dedication, and determination and of the amaz
ing young woman you’ve become along the way. We wish
you continued success and a life full of joy and wonder.
May God bless you in all you do.

Congratulations JJ! We are so proud of everything
you ve accomplished over the last 4 years. What a great
honor to be awarded the Venderbush Immediate Impact
Leadership Award for outstanding Senior leadership at
GVSU. You are ready to soar to new heights and change
the world as only you can.

Love,
Mom and Dad.

Mom, Dad, Morgan and Nolan

<famai <7tfaAy, <feuAda//i
Congratulations, Jess!
We are so proud of you. Your hard
work and dedication have paid off.
Follow your dreams!

Yeah! Congratulations Jessie. We
are all very proud of you. With
your dedication and hard work it
has paid off.

Love,
Mom, Tod and Katie

Love,
Dad, Mom, Casey, Janell
and Joselyn

v^your

achievements. We are very proud
of your accomplishments. Look
ing forward to your endeavors as
you advance to medical school!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Jeremy

cVetyl (Seines

i
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duAfoi cfflicAael £)/uimmo/id
Congratulations Justin.
4 ^ rrr»/->irl n

rt+'>trmn )

We are very very proud of you.
Focus on your dreams, strive to
achieve them but most of all
be happy.
Love,
Mom, Dad, 8c Logan

tffatelfyMi s^chlck
Kate, Congratulations!

All the blood, sweat, and TEARS have paid off, graduation is
finally here!
We hope your dreams take you...
To the corners of your smiles,
To the highest of your hopes,
To the windows of your opportunities,
And to the most special places your heart has ever known.
We are so very PROUD of you!

I’m so proud of all your accom
plishments that you’ve achieved.
Time goes by so fast so chase your
dreams and always remember
that, “I love you!”
Mom

Love, Mom and Dad

cA/emndAa
Congratulations on your gradua
tion from college. We are so proud
of your achievements these last
four years.
Love
Mom 8c Dad
Sam 8c Tom

^aod^udi/ -t/ie Zfyt/Uhob/i
i
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tffelieyawi jrftel/a tfpiemeM
We’re so proud of you, Kelse.
You’ve had an amazing experience
at GVSU and we can’t wait to see
what you do next!
Love,
Mom and Jeff

cVft&i&tw <7?/aAie {€udney
She acts like summer and walks
like rain
Did you sail across the sun?
Did you dance along the light of
day?
Looking for your self out there
Love,
Mom, Dad 8c Sky

oyfauhen c7/faAie (€aAey,
tfpuA&ilfy/i/i ^anda/l
Dear Kristin You are lovedFor the little girl you were;
For the big sister you are;
For the special woman you are;
And for the precious daughter you will always be.

Congratulations Lauren on your
accomplishments. We couldn’t be
prouder as your parents. May God
bless you on the journey ahead.
With wisdom comes glory and
you are glorious!

Congratulations on all of your achievements.
“Treasure the good times”
Love Always, Mom, Dad 8c Kevin “2013”

c9feu

o

Congratulations Leiah...We are
so proud of you. Look boldly into
the future and be confident as you
walk life’s path. We love you!
Dad, Mom, Elmer, Kaylie, Nicholas
Jeremiah 29:11

i

'Tl/aAui^eaA
Congratulations Lindsay, hold
your memories in one hand, but
leave the other open, for your life
is just beginning, and the world
that awaits you is endless.
Love,
your family

<7l/aAte# fy. <7//i//iamd,
Martez,
There are no words to express how proud we are of you
watching you grow into the young man you are today. Keep
God first, stay focused and keep your eyes on the prize.
From Grandma 8c Ray, Auntie 8c Uncle Tim
Good Luck from Uncle Twon
Love you from all of us; love you, love you

Maria, Congratulations!
We wish you a life filled with
much health, wealth, happi
ness and success! We are beyond
proud, and can’t wait to see what
the future holds!
All our love forever!

'TtfaAfe# tfamone
Marty,
Once in a while we are awed by
One who defies the “Odds”. First
Generation College Graduate...
Martez Ramone Williams. Spread
your Wings Grandson... and Fly!!!
Your Granddad, Odie Hinton

c7//aA£e#
You have Triumphed and Your Entire
Family is Proud!!!
Otis 8c Renia, Tijuana 8c Brenda,
Patricia 8c Sheila, Melvin, Jr. 8c Tysha,
Charles 8c Beverly, Shirely Cofield 8c
Alpheus Wilkinson, Wayne 8c Elaine,
Rita 8c Marsha, Lucas 8c Mary,
Terria, Rainesha, Jason, Jessica, Jer
emy 8c Jada. Alabama/Kentucky/Con
necticut/Ohio/Michigan .

i
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’TtfatyAatheM/ie Woodim

c7l/att/ieiu c7. dc/iett&i

Mary, upon you, we are proud to
bestow, ‘Our Best Wishes’, Felicita
tions, ‘Hear-Hear’, Good Going,
Congratulations, and ‘You Go
Girl!’.

Congratulations Matt!
Knew you would make it through
Its been a long stretch of long
hours, & late nights. Best of luck
for what the future holds for you.

Love,
Mom, Dad, Grandma, Kara, Ray,
Ashley, Family, and Perry

Love,
Dad

<77/att/ieiu J/ied&ucJk srfcheltek
Congratulations Matthew!
We celebrate your achievements!
Your dedication & educational
successes will unlock doors to
your future successes. We are so
very proud of you!

<7ffeg/ui o$2 i&edk&i
Congratulations!
We are so proud of you. BSN!!
Love,
Mom and Dad

Love,
Mom, Katie, Auntie Bean

sdo/rni
It took everything you had, but you finally $#!@ing
did it! You’re the first Solem to have a college degree.
Now go get a job!
-Love Scott & the Solem Family
Congrats! I’m so proud to have a mom like you. I love
you, mommy. Cross your fingers we’ll get a dog!
Love,
Your Daughter Amanda Panda

cVauelle
Congratulations Mikkaela!
Your hard work and dedication
has paid off. We’re so proud of
you! Remember to embrace life
and live each dream!
Love,
Mom, Dad, James, Nick

c77/ite/iell died#
It has been a long road but your
hard work and determination has
paid off. Follow your dreams and
reach for the stars!
Love always,
Mom, Dad and Megan

'TtflAandti <7//icAel/e {€aloMa
“Excellence is never an accident; it is
always the result of high intentions, sin
cere effort, intelligent direction, skillful
execution and the ability to see obstacles
as opportunities.” You have forged your
own path into life, and like an eagle you
spread your wings and soared. We are

Congratulations Monica!
It was fun seeing you be part of
the Laker Team!
Good Luck with your
Nursing Career!

Very Proud of You! Congratulations!
We Love You, Mom, Dad, Ryan & Aaron

cMc/ialm c/l. 3)uckett
Today as always you have given
us reason to hold our heads high
with pride. We are very proud of
you and wish you only the best.
Congrats Nick!
Love,
Mom, Dad and Stephen

*
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cMcole oAvefy,

oMcAo/m £}awrt tffotim

Congratulations, you did it! We
are very proud of you.

Nicholas David Horton I am so proud of all your ac
complishments! Congratulations as you continue with
your life dreams!! In so many ways, you have made my
world a brighter and happier place...

Love,
Your Family

Love,
Mom

Paiye cMco/e tffeec/i
From patient to provider, always proud of you Paige!
Congratulations on your Diagnostic Medical Sonogra
phy degree. All your hard work has paid off and we are
excited for your future!
Love,
Mom, Dad and Courtney

P/uI/qi <£. PSamg&
You have made every step along
the way with excellence.
I love you and could not be any
prouder of you!

i

ffe&ecca, cAm sdteaAM

Rachel <yfat/iAyn
Dare to dream, because only by
dreaming will you ever discover
who you are, what you want, and
what you can do. We are all so
proud of you!

Rebecca,
You are sure an incredible young
lady, we are so proud of you. You
have been an ambitious, dedicated
student. You are a beautiful young
lady, fun, make people laugh and
are very caring. We love you so
much!

Love,
your family

Mom & Brian

tfenaA OctAAaa

sdamont/ui

We’ve always loved you and have
been proud. Now we add respect,
admiration and awe to the list.
Your drive, sacrifice and focus is
truly inspiring. Don’t change

iSlaAmlee

You did it! And how do you feel? Relieved? Ecstatic? Apprehensive?
We feel full of pride, love and a
hope for the brightest of futures
for you.
Always,
your family
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sdaAoA £ve/y/i cWeifyel

srfean ^ichad dcAemmel

Congratulations to you Sarah Beara! We are so proud of you!

We are so very proud of
all you have accomplished.
Now on to the next adven
ture- we can’t wait to see
what comes next!

________

% vj

Love,
Mom & Dad
....
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Love,
Mom, Dad and Amanda
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Congratulations Sharalle!
I’m so proud of you. Its been a
long road but you’ve made it.
Keep climbing upwards and on
wards beautiful.
Tight Hugs with Love from Mom
and Ahmari.

Graduate - What does that mean?
Shelby take a moment to reflect back over the past
four years and see all that you have accomplished.
The aspirations you set for yourself have all been
achieved beyond our/your expectations. The long
hours, full schedule, organizations, clubs and club
bing, you have done it all. The recognition and
awards you have received. Wow! You loved, lived,
learned and left a legacy at GVSU! This is what
Graduate means. Be proud, I know we all are.
Love, Your Family!

^tep/umle c77/aAie Watmi
Congratulations Stephanie
We are so proud of the beautiful,
intelligent, hard-working young
woman you have become. Always
follow your dreams.
Love -XODad, Mom, Cory, Yumi and Ryan

Taylor,
Your hard work and determination from a little girl to the young
lady you are will be your foun
dation for success in the future.
Proud of you!
Mom, Dad, & Morgan
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Congratulations Trisha!
May the next chapter in your life
be as successful as this one. May
God continue to bless you. We are
very proud of you.
Love always,
Dad, Mom, and Sarah

You are unrepeatable. There is a magic about you that
is all your own... Simone, I could not be more proud
of the person who you have grown to be. You have a
caring heart and a beautiful spirit- keep your focus on
whats important and you can accomplish anything.
And...remember to keep on dancing...
Love you SO much,
Mom
•ms
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No words exist to express the hap
piness in our hearts and we are so
proud of your accomplishments.
We love you right up to the moon
and back.
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Patty, you ran distribution like a
boss! Are you sure you actually
want to graduate? You will be
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missed.
Love,
the Lanthorn

Love,
the Lanthorn
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Anya mark, get set, go! Work breaks and Red Bull
All nighters, all we know. Lanthorn, the musical!
You’re fired, you’re fired; you’re tired, you’re tired;
you’re all that and a box of big-boss-cheerios.
Love,
the Lanthorn
P.S. Stay Cool
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