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Traveling abroad: GVSU and ARAMARK employee Mimi Smith stands
under the world flags on the Pew Campus. Smith is traveling to China with
ARAMARK food services during the Olympic games this summer.
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University food service provider ARAMARK,
will be serving meals toOlympic Village athletes,
media personnel and Olympic employees from
across the globe — a group estimated at more
than 60,000.
And not only will she be serving the greats
of China’s pingpong team, but also American
superstars such as the NBA’s Kobe Bryant.
However, the job is anything
but glamorous, said Deb
Rambadt. marketing director
for Campus Dining.
“ft’s going to be a lot of hard
work,” she said. “Once the games start, it’s a
24-hour operation.”
The Olympic Village dining hall is the size
of about three football fields and can hold
approximately 6,(KK) people at a time. Rambadt
said.
“It’s never like you finish — you are always
serving a meal,” she added. “When one shift ends,
another begins.”
Smith is one of 150 managers that were selected
from thousands of applicants to represent ARAMARK
in China. While at the games, she will oversee a team of
more than 100 employees of varying ages, and many of
whom may not speak English.
But Smith. 27, is not a novice at adapting to adverse
work environments, nor is she unfamiliar with the area
or Chinese culture.
Smith was adopted from Tajfvan when she was very
young and has been back to the region — including
Beijing — once before when she visited faimljf and
friends. She* has also traveled to iritis of 1* .<!

older generations,"

older,
that
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SmiiH hw Wvniad mrin GVSU students for die past
thiee
various Campus Dining
■
the Pew Campus Starbuck s
virb^re jsfet hte been i*mce !r< opening
in August. Prior to that. Smith was a
student employee of ARAMARK at the
University cl Hartford in Connecticut,
where she received her degree in
business management.
Rambadt said she believes Smith
was chosen by the lood vendor for
their Olympic team due to her vast
experience in the company, as well as
herdiverse background and familiarity
with Chinese culture. Knowing the
language a little helps too, she added.
“Mimi should feel very honored
to
have
received
this
opportunity,
considering
then.'
are so many .people
who want to go," she
added. “She has done ginxl work
at GVSU and will represent
ARAMARK and the university
well She is diligent, hard
working. easy to get along with
Hand excels at managing people of
different backgrounds.”
Essentially, she is everything the company is and
should be looking for, Rambadt said.
. t,
Smith will be required to stay in Beijing until jmitiSeptember, following the completion of the Pai^i/mpics.
During this 60-day period, ARAMARK §*pn.vta tfl sefrye <
more than 3.5 million meals. The mem /ill connSt ■>
a variety of foods fit for all athlctesjhuf
feature traditional Chinese cuisine to^xi
the culture of their hgstttitjHHljMkltf1*1
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News in Brief

tammm
Spanutius arrested in murder
case of former GVSU student
Police in Corpus Christi, Texas,
arrested a suspect in the killing of
former Grand Valley State University
student Amy Ignatowski.
Micah Lee Spanutius, 21, was
arrested by U.S. Marshals June 4 after
he allegedly followed Ignatowski
home from a bar, where she and
others were celebrating the departure
of a colleague, and killed her.
Ignatowski, who was working in
Texas as a U.S. Coast Guard aviation
mechanic, was found dead in her
apartment earlier this month.
Police believe she was strangled by
Spanutius, according to reports from
the Corpus Christi Caller Times.
The official cause of death is
pending toxicology reports, the paper
said.
Spanutius is being held in the
Nueces County Jail on $100,000
bond.

Hauenstein Center to welcome
former CIA chief to discuss war
The
Hauenstein
Center
for
Presidential Studies will bring two
events to GVSU in the coming
weeks.
First, the center will host an event
on Tuesday that will discuss PostTraumatic Stress Disorder.
“Shock of War, Trauma of Peace:
Why the Specter of War Haunts
Veteran’s Lives” will start at 7:30
p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium,
which is located in the DeVos Center
on GVSU’s Pew Campus.
Psychologist Michael Ryan and
psychotherapist Carolyn H. Carino
will discuss the importance of sciencebased treatments for PTSD.
In addition, Vietnam veteran Jim
Hodges will discuss his experiences
with the disease following Ryan and
Carino’s discussion.
Then on June 25, Michael Scheuer
will argue what he believes is best for
America in the War in Iraq.
Scheuer is the former chief of the
CIA unit responsible for capturing
Osama bin Laden and author of
“Imperial Hubris: Why the West is
Losing the War on Terror.”
The event will begin at 7:30 p.m.
at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Museum in Grand Rapids.
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Mich, economy no match for enrollment
By Kathryn Lynch-Morin
C7V7. Staff Writer
Despite a struggling economy and rising
unemployment rates, freshman confirmations
for the 2008-09 school year are up at Grand
Valley State University.
Based on orientation sign up, 4,009 potential
freshmen have paid the $75 necessary to
reserve a spot in the fall, up from the 3,627 who
registered last year. The schcxil is now waiting
for fall to see if it will meet the 3,700-student
quota set for the next freshman class.
GVSU Vice Provost Lynn Blue said the
school should expect about 10 percent of
registered students to not follow through with
their commitments to attend school in the fall.
“Just because they signed up does not mean
they will show," Blue said.
Despite the spike in orientation reservations,
GVSU received about I ,(XX) fewer applications
for enrollment this year. Blue said the decline
in applicants has little to do with the current
economic downturn because the economy does
not affect freshman enrollment as much as
transfer or graduate student enrollment.
The ptxjr economy can actually sometimes
act as a motivator for students to enroll in
school, or go back to school, she added.
"Higher education and prx>r economy are
sometimes pretty gtxxl friends," Blue said.
Incoming freshman Breannah Alexander

said the economy did not affect her decision to
go to college or which school she selected.
“I was more concerned with the choices
I would have when it came to majors,” the
Saginaw, Mich, native said. “While college
tuition will probably leave me in debt for a few
years, it is a step that must be taken."
The tough economic times did not affect the
college choice of another incoming freshman.
Lyssa Auton of Battle Creek, Mich.
"A higher education is very important to me,
so 1 have to find a way to pay for it,” she said.
"Regardless of the state of the economy.”
Auton said she applied for several
scholarships and took on two part-time jobs this
summer to help save money for college.
While the state of the economy is hard on
everyone, the importance of a decision like
choosing a college should be about other things
as well. Blue said.
"We try to make as certain as we can that this
institution is the right fit for the students who
come here," she added. “What tme admissions
people care about is that we have been able to
make sure the students who have applied here
know what Grand Valley is about so we make
successful fits, and so we don't have to go out
and recruit more.”
GVSU has been the fastest growing public
university in Michigan during the past 10
years. The quality of freshman classes has also
increased at the school.
Incoming freshman now have a median

composite ACT score of 24, gtxxl for third
best in the state, according to the 2007 GVSU
accountability report. Also, 96 percent of
incoming students have a grade point average
of 3.0 or higher, second only to the 97 percent at
the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor.
The strength of the current incoming
freshman class cannot be determined until a
census is conducted in the fall, but it is expected
to be similar to those of recent years.
"We haven’t changed our admissions
requirements so we cannot really expect any
significant variances from last year’s freshman
class to this year’s freshman class," Blue said.
klymhnu>rin@limthorn.com

CVl / Aaron Rademacher

Welcome mat: During freshman orientation,
new students are given tours of GVSU's campus to
become familiar with important locations.

Legislator: State should cut Indian Tuition Waiver
By Kyle Meinke
GVI. Neu's Editor
A Michigan lawmaker is pushing to repeal
a state law that waives tuition for students of
Native American heritage.
Rep. Dave Agema. R-Grandville. wants
to eliminate the Indian Tuition Waiver, a state
law that provides free tuition to Michigan
college students at least one-quarter Native
American. He said Michigan can no longer
afford to shoulder the cost of higher education
for the group.
“The people of Michigan are struggling
and the state is in a budget crisis," Agema said.
“We just can't afford this anymore. Casinos
make billions of dollars, so tribes should be
able to afford to pay for (higher education)
themselves.”
Agema also questions whether the waivers
are still valid after the ratification of Proposal
2, a 2007 amendment to the state Constitution
that ended preferential treatment based on race
or gender in public education, contracting and
employment.
“It’s not that I’m against Native Americans,
but the waiver just doesn’t adhere to what the

people wanted when they
got rid off Affirmative
Action,” he said. “What we
need is a level playing field
for all students. The field is
not level for all races and
colors. Why should Native
Americans receive free
higher education when
other (minorities) don't?”
Agema
The waiver is moted
in a treatise signed during
the 19th and 20th centuries between the state
and its tribes, but was not formalized until the
passage of the Indian Tuition Waiver in 1976.
The law requires universities to waive
tuition for qualified students, but it does not
require the state to reimburse universities for
the cost of the waivers.
More than $8 million was allocated for
the current fiscal year to fulfill the waivers for
students at Michigan’s public universities and
community colleges. The state footed about
$4 million of the bill, while universities were
responsible for the rest, according to the House
Fiscal Agency.
Last year, 101 Grand Valley State University

students qualified for the waiver, gtxxl for
$632,333 worth of tuition costs. However, the
state covered only $114,131. the same figure
it did in 1997.
In the past five years, an average of 102.4
GVSU students qualified for the waiver per
year, with a single year-high of 110 for the
2006-07 academic term.
Native Americans accounted for about .6
percent of the degree-seeking student body
for the 2007-08 academic year. Since 2002,
Native American enrollment at GVSU is up
18.5 percent.
“This waiver helps a wide variety of
students get a gtxxl education,” said Ed
Kerestly, director of financial aid at GVSU.
“But it comes down to an issue of limited state
resources to fulfill a lot of commitments. (The
legislature) is trying to cut back on certain
expenditures to help save money.”
One student who receives the waiver is
GVSU senior Josh Leask. He credits the
See Waiver, 4
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EMU taps former GV official
as first woman president
By Kim Shine
GVL Staff Writer
Eastern Michigan University administrators
appointed a former Grand Valley State
University official last month to be the first
woman president in the 159-year history of
the school.
Susan Martin, who spent 18 years at
GVSU, was named by the EMU Board of
Regents as the 22nd president in university
history. She is slated to start at the school on
July 7.
With more than 20
years of university and
government service under
her belt, Martin believes
EMU is the right place to
begin her presidency. She
cites her background as
an “extremely good fit”
for the university.
“I was excited by the
warm reception and how
excited they are about my appointment," she
said. “(EMU is) a great place. (I am) looking
forward to it.”
Martin, 57, held a variety of positions
during her 18 years at GVSU. She began in
1988 as a professor of accounting and taxation
before taking over as the executive associate
vice president of academic affairs in 2005.
She also served on the University Academic
Senate, where she chaired the Faculty Salary
and Budget Committee.
In 2001, Martin received the Glenn A.
Niemeyer Outstanding Faculty Award for
her exemplary service to the university and
its students. Then in 2006, she left to become
provost and vice chancellor of academic affairs
at the University of Michigan-Dearbom,
where she oversees a university budget of $93
million, among other responsibilities.
Martin also has experience in the
government sector, where she served as
commissioner of revenue for the Michigan
Treasury Department from 1985-88 before
moving on to GVSU.
Unshaken
by
Michigan’s
troubled
economy and an EMU fiscal year that will be

Waiver
continued from page 3

waiver for helping to make it possible for
him to attend college.
“(The waiver) helped me out so much,
and I wouldn’t even consider myself bad
off," he said. "But there are definitely some
disadvantaged people out there that need that
money ... by (removing the waiver), it will
cut the legs out from a lot of students who
depend on this to better their lives.”

underway before she takes office, Martin said
her first plan of action will focus on managing
the university’s budget, tuition and fees.
“I have a lot ofbackground and experience,”
she said. “Every university has challenges, but
we should be fine.”
Martin also plans to address the enrollment
issues that have plagued EMU in recent years.
During her May 14 presidential introduction
speech, Martin established a target enrollment
increase of 2.4 to 2.5 percent per year, which
would eventually return the school to its fall
2002 enrollment status of 24,505 students.
Additionally, Martin has established
the EMU Excellence Fund, to which she
personally donated $10,000. She said she
expects the fund will become an impetus
for fundraising and help advance many of
EMU’s programs and undergraduate research
support.
“All higher education institutions want to
expand their resource base, and one way is
through private support," said Roy Wilbanks,
vice-chair of the EMU Board of Regents.
“This shows she is committed, and we are
very proud of her.”
Martin will step in for former-president
John Fallon, who was fired in July of 2007
after he violated a federal law by failing to
properly inform the campus of the murder of
Laura Dickinson.
Dickinson. 22, was raped and killed on
Dec. 13, 2006 and found in her dorm room
Dec. 15. University officials told her parents
and the public there was no evidence of foul
play.
EMU now faces a $350,000 fine for
violating federal crime reporting guidelines.
Still, Martin said she is eager to begin her
journey at EMU. Some, such as Jim Stapleton,
co-chair of the EMU presidential search
advisory committee, see Martin’s appointment
as an opportunity to overcome the recent
adversity of the college community.
“There is a lot of mistrust at Eastern,”
Stapleton said. “It is a campus community
in need of great healing ... I hope that at the
top we can continue to instill trust within the
university.”

kshine@lanthom.com
Leask added the waiver may be
unconstitutional considering the ratification
of Proposal 2, but said revoking laws such as
the Indian Tuition Waiver is not what people
intended when they voted to end Affirmative
Action.
"Proposal 2 is a slippery slope type of
thing,” he said. “I don’t think a lot of people
when they voted for it knew it would affect
so many facets of education. It is having
unintended side effects.”

news @ lanthorn .com

Progressive projects: GVSU construction workers continue to add to the new sections of Mackinac Hall and
the Padnos Hall of Science

GV construction projects go green
Hall of Engineering. Michigan State University
and
others have undertaken similar projects.
GVL Senior Reporter
The push for sustainability at GVSU began
a couple of years ago, but Fox said the efforts
As more than 150 Grand Valley State
need to continue.
University construction projects finish up,
“I think it has to become a way of life,” she
faculty and students are beginning to recognize
said.
their benefits.
Many GVSU students agree.
One such theme is the dedication displayed
“With GVSU expanding, they are taking
by GVSU to remain environmentally-conscious
out woods, grasses and other green spots on
during these projects. Some of the sustainability
campus,” said 22-year-old GVSU student
features include water-saving plumbing and a
Sara Black. “By making sure the buildings are
more efficient use of daylight, which should
environmentally friendly, they are growing our
help minimize the university’s ecological
college in a healthy way.”
footprint.
Though the construction projects on campus
Additionally, new buildings are being
have been a slight inconvenience, the benefits
designed in a way that qualifies them to be
they
produce
make them
certified by the Leadership in
worthwhile. Black added.
“I
think
Energy
and
Environmental
“I thought (the workers) did
Design Green Building Rating
(sustainability)
a great job of staying out of the
System, joining several other
way of classes and being really
GVSU
buildings.
LEED
has to become a
respectful,” Black said. “There
certification
indicates
the
was one time in my educational
way
of
life.”
buildings are environmentally
psychology class that the noise
responsible and healthy places
got so loud we could not hear the
to live and work.
LINDA FOX
professor, but the workers came
The construction is also
CIS ADMINISTRATIVE
in and apologized, and said they
allotting
for
low-emitting
ASSISTANT
would try not to do it again."
flooring materials, similar to
Despite the high volume of
those used in Lake Ontario Hall.
work being done at GVSU, the
“When we moved into Lake Ontario,
only snag thus far was in Mackinac Hall, which
there was no smell from the glue and paint,"
has since been resolved.
said Linda Fox, administrative assistant in the
“The department shuffles in the Mackinac
College of Interdisciplinary Studies. “It helps
Hall addition ... were delayed by a week due to
keep the air clean and people won’t get sick
some scheduling conflicts to obtain the building
because of (the smells).”
occupancy permit,” said Pamela Hart, facilities
The new Honors College will also feature a
planning secretary at GVSU. "The project as a
"green roof,” where plants will be installed on
whole is complete and on schedule.”
top of the building. The living plants will ease
The major construction projects, including
energy consumption by shading and cooling
the leaker Turf Building. Honors College and
the building, which will help minimize the use
additions to Mackinac and the Kirkhof Center,
of air conditioning. In addition. Fox said green
arc either finished or expected to be by August.
roofs improve the aesthetics of the buildings.
For more information about GVSU
“It would add a lot more mentally, looking
construction projects and their sustainability
out at a green roof” she said. "They are
features, visit the facilities planning Web site at
beautiful.”
http://www.gvsu.edu/faciliticsplanning.
GVSU already has green roofs on campus,

By Rebecca Beard

such as the one on top of the John C. Kennedy

rheard@lanthom.com
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represent Grand Valley
in Washington, D.C.
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Foster, Puscas and Daigneau take GVSU legislative
experience to next level, intern in federal offices
By Thomas Mervenne
GVL Staff Waiter
The championship sports programs at
Grand Valley State University have begun to
build a reputation for the Division II school.
Similarly, a contingent of former student
senators have set out this summer to make a
name for both themselves and the university
in Washington, D.C.
The group is led by
Frank Foster, last year's
Student Senate president.
Foster,
a
senior
from
Pellston, Mich.,
is spending his summer
interning in the nation's
capital with Rep. Pete
Hoekstra, R-Mich.
“Anytime we can put a
few faces in front of our
state (representatives) and
senators, it's a good thing
and
hopefully
they’ll
remember Grand Valley,”
Foster said.
Foster,
a
business
student at GVSU, spent
four years on Student
Senate, including serving
the last two as its president.
He said he hopes to obtain
a better understanding of
politics, especially at the
federal level, to further
his business acumen.
He also believes this
internship will offer him
first-hand
experience
regarding
the
way
business and government
interact — even during
the most menial of tasks.
“As an intern you do
whatever they ask,” Foster
said. “That could be grabbing a cup of coffee
or answering the letters of constituents.”
GVSU is well-known in Michigan, but
in Washington, D.C. and other parts of the
country, the interns are just a number, Foster
said. He wants to help further the reputation
of the school beyond Michigan’s borders.
So does Jason Puscas, another former
student senator.
Puscas, a political science and public
relations student, spent three years on Student

Senate and served as the vice president of the
Political Affairs Committee during the past
school year. He will be interning for another
M ichigan congressman. Rep. Joe Knollenberg
of the 9th Congressional District.
Puscas called this opportunity “selfeducation.”
“1 don't think the education is going to
come from the job I ’m performing but (from)
the experience of being here,” Puscas said.
Through working on Student Senate,
Puscas said he learned first-hand about the
state government in ways that exceed what
can be taught in the classroom. Now he wants
to continue that education at the federal
level.
He also wants to elevate the prestige of
GVSU.
"I hope that we can represent Grand
Valley in a positive light and show some
legislators what kind of students Grand
Valley produces,” he said.
However, current students are not the only
ones representing GVSU in the capital.
Robert Daigneau, a 20()7 graduate and
former vice president of finance for Student
Senate, is gearing up to take a summer
internship working in the Office of Public
Records for the secretary of the U.S. Senate.
Daigneau said he believes becoming
a student senator was his chance to make
a difference and leave a mark at GVSU.
Working in the Office of Public Records will
prepare him for future endeavors by allowing
him to see a different angle on politics.
“It gives me an opportunity to be involved
in the political process,” Daigneau said. “I’m
excited to see the behind-the-scenes politics
the American public doesn’t really see.”
Matt McLogan, GVSU vice president of
university relations, believes the benefits of
having a talented student pool in Washington,
D.C. are two-fold — not only will the
students get a great educational experience,
but GVSU also will benefit from the name
recognition gained by talented individuals
being successful in places like Washington,
D.C.

"This (talent) helps the representatives
in Washington, who may not have a lot of
information about Grand Valley, expand
their knowledge through young, talented
individuals whom they’ve hired to work for
them,” Mclx>gan said.

news @ lanthorn.com
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Ask Gleaves: Saying things that get you into trouble

By Gleaves Whitney
Director of Haueristein Center

In light of the way Barack Obama
has been embarrassed by the Rev.
Jeremiah Wright’s statements from
the pulpit have there been other
instances in American history when
a preacher has hurt a presidential
candidate?
Jim Mitchell, Grand Rapids
The most famous case of a preacher
hurting a presidential candidate occurred
in 1884 when Republican James Blaine
was running against Democrat Grover
Cleveland. One week before Election

Day, a Blaine supporter named the
Rev. Samuel Burchard was introducing
the candidate. To whip up the crowd,
Burchard said the Democratic party
was infested with “rum, Romanism
and rebellion.” It was an outrageous
allegation that pointed an accusing
finger at three groups of Americans
— people against Prohibition. Catholic
immigrants and Southerners who fought
in the Civil War two decades earlier.
It took Blaine three days to renounce
Burchard’s statement. But by then
the slogan had seriously damaged a
competitive Republican nominee who
was defeated on Election Day. As
a result of the 1884 contest, “Rum,
Romanism and Rebellion” became the
textbook case for the kind of thing not to
say in a campaign.
All is fair in love and war — and
politics is a kind of war. Campaign
strategists have the “politics of personal
destruction” down to a science. As
David Farrelly pointed out in his
article, “Rum, Romanism and Rebellion
Resurrected,” statements that are
potentially harmful to a presidential
candidate require a mix of five elements
to blow up a campaign. First, the
statement itself must have something
explosive in it. Even words lifted out
of context may provide the gunpowder.

Whether the utterance is true or false
is beside the point. Whether it is a
reasonable statement in context is also
beside the point. If the statement has
any hint of impropriety — if a perceived
insult or outrageous claim can be teased
out of it — then it can be used against a
candidate.
Second, there must be an
opportunistic opponent to strike the
match — a political operative who sees
the potential harm in what a candidate
or his supporters have said. A skilled
pol knows how to strike the match and

throw it on the gunpowder.
Third, the resulting explosion in
the public arena causes widespread
publicity that embarrasses the candidate.
The statement now becomes a public
relations nightmare.
Fourth, once the explosion has
been seen by the public, opponents do
all they can to prevent the candidate
from putting out the fire. Keeping the
heat on, they throw gasoline on the
flames to make the candidate apologize
See Gleaves, 7

Ottawa Creek
www.ottawacreek.com

616.453.9190

per month

baaed on 4-pentoit ncnipnnn

'0 0 0

•Spacious 1 & 2 Bedroom(s)
•Central Air
•Coin-Op Laundry
• Walk Out Blacony
• Dishwasher
• Large Closet Space
• Basketball Court
• Picnic Area with Grills
'J'lcc
Cable
Water
Parking
High Speed
Internet

Come in for a Showing!
Sign up to win a Wii
Drawing held Aug. I
s1

Grand Valley Lanthorn

NEWS

Thursday, June 12, 2008

Gleaves
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over and over. Then the media cover
nothing of substance, but instead
train their cameras and microphones
on a squirming or frustrated or angry
candidate reciting his mea culpas again
and again.
Fifth, the statement haunts the
candidate for the remainder of the
campaign and sometimes long after.
Again, this is due to skillful campaign
strategists who repeatedly define a
candidate in terms of the insult or
outrageous allegation — even if uttered
by a supporter and not the candidate
himself.
It remains to be seen how much
damage the Rev. Wright’s statements
will inflict on Barack Obama’s quest
to become the first black president of
the U.S. The reverend’s controversial
statements are too extreme for the
mainstream, and they will surely be grist
for the Republican mill between now
and Nov. 4.
Speaking of the Republican mill, let
us not forget that John McCain has his
own preacher problem in John Hagee,
who has been accused of insulting
Catholics and others.
For James Blaine in 1884, the tragedy
was that a prominent supporter had the
bad judgment to make a statement that
seriously undercut the candidate he
was supporting for president. Before
Burchard’s blunder, Blaine had been
assured that every effort was being
made to woo Catholic voters. But once
Catholics heard the untoward comment
about the Democratic party, the race was
lost. As Blaine bitterly observed. “The
Lord sent upon us an ass in the shape of
a preacher.”

GO VISIT OUR HOMES ON-LINE AND APPLY TODAY!

www.AMERICAN-REALTY.net
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Dynamic duo: Obama with Rev Wright in 2005
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Wave it goodbye

Should the Indian Tuition Waiver be revoked?

Though the Indian Tuition Waiver is financially beneficial for
students of Native American heritage, it should be revoked
due to its preferential treatment of a single minority.
Scholarships can be hard to come by in a state with limited resources. But
ever since the passage of the Indian Tuition Waiver in 1976, Native American
students don’t hav4e to worry.
The Indian Tuition Waiver requires all state-funded universities to waive
tuition for college students who are at least one-quarter Native American. And
while the universities waive tuition for these qualified students, the law does
not require the state to reimburse the school.
Last year. Grand Valley State University waived more than $632,000 in
tuition for the 101 qualified students, but only saw $114,131 from the state.
Almost half a million dollars came out of GVSU’s own pocket to adhere to a
waiver that really shouldn’t be valid according to the state constitution.
The ratification of Proposal 2 in 2007 ended all preferential treatment
based on race or gender in public education, contracting and employment.
The Indian Tuition Waiver is doing the exact opposite. Native Americans are
singled out for a free ride in public universities and colleges across the state
while other minorities are forced to pay tuition.
Minority scholarships are one thing, but singling out an entire nationality
based on a 30-year-old waiver just isn’t fair. Native Americans, along with all
■ nationalities, deserve the right to receive higher education at little to no cost,
■l but it should be based on merit and not skin color.
Michigan universities pride themselves on equal opportunity. But until the
Indian Tuition Waiver is revoked, equal opportunity is non-existent in this
Great Lakes state.

"There are a lot of wealthy
people who are a quarter
Native American and are
getting a free ride when
there are poorer white
people. The tuition waiver
should be portioned more
based on somebody's
socioeconomic status... *

"No, everybody should
have a fair opportunity
when they use the
university's resources.
It should not be singled
to one minority."

Jessica Fouty

Ben Winegard

Chichung Hsieh

Junior
Nursing
Kalamazoo, Mich.

Senior
Sociology
Greenville, Mich.

Freshman
Business
Taiwan

"No, I believe everyone
has an equal opportunity
in education and the
pursuit of education is
fair no matter what, so if
that's the minority group
that needs extra funding,
then why not."

“Since we took over
all (Native American)
land, they're entitled to
free education. (Native
Americans) should
be able to qualify for
something like that."

Christopher Dickerson
Senior
Communications
Detroit, Mich.
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GV put me on the road to sin
By Greg M. Schumaker
GVL Columnist
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GVL OPINION POLICY ---------------------------------The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
The Grand Valley l .an thorn welcomes
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
letters must include the author’s name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person.
Letters will be checked by an employee
of the Grand Valley I .anthorn.
letters appear as space permits each
issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.

The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense letters and columns for
length restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will
not be held responsible for errors that
appear in print as a result of transcribing
handwritten letters or e-mail typographic
errors.
The name of the author is usually
published but may be withheld for
compelling reasons.
The
content,
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

Just when I started to take
my liberal education for granted,
Jesus Christ came between me
and a man.
See, at Grand Valley State
University we are free to walk
around campus every day
without having a pocket Bible
shoved down our throats.
However, there are schools like
Cornerstone and Aquinas where
kids eat God’s word for breakfast
and wash it all down with a nice
glass of holy wine.
This may seem silly to you
and me, but to them it’s the only
way to live. And we should
honor their courage! On top of
homework, exams and their
G-rated social lives, they’ve got
to constantly worry about eternal
damnation and the coming
Armageddon!
Such was the life of a guy I
dated for two weeks.
Yes, even homosexual people
find God. Don’t ask me how.
Despite Christianity’s livid
intolerance. I’ve seen several

intelligent
gays and
great dancers
jump on its
bandwagon.
My
co-worker,
Darcey,
told me she
Schumaker
went on a
date with
a guy who said it was terrible
they would never be able to
spend eternity in heaven togethe
because she was divorced.
“Gee, I’ll never have to worn
about anything like that,” I said.
Wrong. The long summer
holds many surprises, and soon
enough 1 was dating a super
Christian.
Now, I’ve made peace with
religion. You can believe an
eagle pooped out the sun or a
giant man Ux>king like an evil
Santa crafted the continents and
oceans with his burly hands.
I’m not going to buy it so
long as GVSU professors keep
teaching about rock layers and
the Big Bang. I’ll keep myself
detached from arrogant human

n

notions that we’ve got it all
figured out.
Really, if anyone asks me to
prove that God doesn’t exist. I’ll
show them an earwig. Who’s
screwed up enough to put that
together?
But if you’re going to
succumb to God’s overwhelming
power, you’d better study your
facts. Because smart jerks
like me are always ready for a
debate.
Of course, the Lamb of God I
was dating didn’t see this until I
brought up marriage (it’s true, us
gays move fast).
“I don’t want to get married
to a man,” he said, “I don’t want
to defy God any f urther.”
Nonsense sinner, I claimed,
go big or go home!
“I prefer not think about it
that way,” he said.
I laughed in his face and soon
he was gone. For our liberal
school has made me unashamed
of who I am or who you are.
Perhaps we’re all a bunch of
sinners. But I’d rather not think
about it that way.

editorial@Umthorn.com
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Bard to Go performs in China
GVSU Shakespeare theater group
travels to Shanghai, returns
with new perspective of culture
By Liz Reyna
GV7„ Staff Writer
The stage was set for two worlds to come together when
Grand Valley State University’s Bard to Go theater program
traveled to China with a mission to spread the works of
Shakespeare.
As part of GVSU’s theater program,
BTG is an educational outreach program
whose influence has stretched across the
state — presenting its show to almost
1,500 students in high schools throughout
Michigan last year alone.
With its recent decision to go
international after a 2005 trip to Kingston,
Jamaica, the group set their sights on
a new destination, Shanghai, China and
departed May 9.
Supported by campus organizations such as the
Office of Multicultural Affairs, Padnos International Center
and several fundraising students, the group performed at Hast
China Normal University and several Shanghai secondary
schools.
As a part of its program, every year the group chooses a
theme in which to base its play.
This year's play “The Charm’s Wound Up — Magic in the
Making," presented a theme of magical enhancement through
a 50-minute collage of various Shakespearean scenes. The
play involves the story of a young boy who is learning to do
magic to impress the girl he loves.

To Pat Kepley, a student involved in the production, this
year’s theme was especially helpful in working with an
international audience.
“There was a lot of physical comedy throughout the
whole production that made it easier to communicate with
the audience,” Kepley said. “The audience responded well
to the magic tricks, and in the secondary sch(X)ls they really
responded to the on-stage kisses!”
The group also accommodated their audience by speaking
at a slower pace, allowing students to translate, and by sending
the script ahead of time before each performance.
Having played for many audiences throughout the
program's seven years of operation, the trip to China provided
for a much larger audience than previous performances have
turned out. During one Shanghai secondary school show,
the group performed for an audience of 300 people in the
school's auditorium while a live broadcast fed footage of
the play to the rest of the school’s 2,CXX) viewers.
However, despite the tremendous
feedback the group received, the trip’s
most valuable lesson was the opportunity
for students to share in different cultures,
said Sally Langa, BTG’s costume shop
manager.
“To share ‘Charms Wound Up’ from
Grand Valley with an audience who
might not get to see Shakespeare is very
enlightening to our students,” I^anga said.
Although the trip provided incredible
highs for the BTG program, it was one that took place in the
midst of a nation’s incredible lows. With the recent travesty of
the earthquakes in SiChuan Province, the BTG group found
themselves surrounded by a country mourning for thousands.
Seeing the aftermath of this tragedy had an enormous effect
on the BTG students, said Karen Libman, interim chair of the
department of art and design and founder of the BTG program.
The mourning on the college campuses the group visited was

Courtesy Photo / Karen Libman

Traveling Shakespearians: The members of Bard to Go pose by a
statue in Shanghai, China

especially prevalent and especially hit home, Libman added.
Because of this, in October 2008 the BTG program plans
to hold a true-exchange in which ECNU will visit GVSU
during its annual Shakespeare festival to perform for GVSU
students.
While they are here, the BTG program plans to hold
a fundraiser in an effort to raise money for rebuilding the
devastated province.
With the money raised. Libman hopes the ECNU students
can return home with a check and the hope of new beginnings
for these victims.
Most importantly, however, Libman said the trip to China
helped the BTG students realize their roles not as actors, but
as citizens of the world.
“We need to understand that we live in a global world, and
it’s not enough to just live your life and not pay attention.”
she said.

arts@lanthom.com

UICA features artwork of variety, quality
By Jessica Pawlowski
GVL Staff Writer

Courtesy Photo / Julie Tabberer

Jar goodie: "Empatheia" by Anne Mondro is one
of three exhibits that opened recently at the UICA
in Grand Rapids The exhibits will all be open to the
public through August 7.

Three distinct exhibitions featuring the
artwork of three artists are currently on display
at the Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts
until August 7.
“UICA: Opening Reception for New
Exhibitions” was held on May 30, bringing in
people of all ages to view exhibits by Cynthia
Pachikara, Rod Northcutt and Anne Mondro.
Visitors were able to meet the artists, talk about
their works and enjoy hors d’oeuvres.
“The event was a success,” said GVSU
alumnus Phil Meade, the UICA’s public
relations intern. “It was a transitional opening.
We had only three new exhibitions instead of
the whole gallery being full of new exhibitions,
so I was happy with the amount of people that

came and that we received a variety of press.”
Pachikara's exhibition “Shadow Work”
allows viewers to step into a room and view
images of an Indian girl skipping across slate
rocks. Viewers are able to see theirown shadows
projected on the wall, joining the Indian girl.
“Shadow Work” is Meade’s favorite piece.
“It was fun to interact with, and we took some
really great photographs while experimenting
with the projected light in the room,” he said.
Pachikara's
work
stems
from
her
background in architecture and an interest in
allowing viewers to “occupy” images. She
solicits interaction by tapping into the viewer’s
curiosity with his own shadow.
“Controlled Commensalism” by Northcutt
features his Multiple User Dining Table
(MUDT), an elaborate mechanism for the
social ordering of consumption.

The MUDT features table fixtures that ensure
proper place setting and etiquette at every meal
through a system of toggle clamps, magnets.
T-tracks and hold-downs. It also features an
internal dust and crumb collection system for
non-perishable particles.
“The UICA is a great space.” Northcutt said.
“And the room I was given was perfect for the
piece.
“You can tell the staff really cares about both
the integrity of the space, as well as connecting
great international and local work to Grand
Rapids viewers.”
Mondro's exhibition, “Empatheia," allows
viewers to walk inside an open garage door
and view artwork created within the past three
years.

See UICA, 10
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GR’s Intersection named nation’s top 50
Music variety, larger
crowds at downtown
music venue garners
Pollstar’s ‘top honors’
By Dani Willcutt
GVL A&E Editor
One of Grand Rapids’ most popular
nightclubs has experienced a successful
start to 2008, as it slides into Pollstar’s top
50 list of music venues.
The Intersection has been open now for
35 years and is slowly gaining in popularity
due to an increase in big-name acts and
events.
In its original location — and under
different management — the Intersection
focused mostly on rock n' roll acts. Since
the club’s move to its downtown location at
133 Grandville, the suits behind the success
have expanded the repertoire of artists to be
welcomed.
The Intersection now draws performers
from all walksof life, naturally broadening its
base of frequenters to the club. For example,
within the next month the Intersection will
bring to its main stage a variety of big-name
acts, ranging from popular country artist

UICA
continued from page 9

Mondro’s pieces uses visual vocabulary
of reliquary forms to represent the emotional
pain resulting from depression.
"My work is about the human body,” she
said. “I express emotions, vulnerability and
pain in my work with the hope of engaging
and heightening our understanding of self and
of others.”
Mondro and Pachikara are currently
assistant professors in the Schtxtl of Art and
Design at the University of Michigan. Northcutt
is currently a visiting assistant professor at

Eric Church to punk-rock favorites Alkaline
Trio.
“Since we moved the Intersection
downtown, in any given week we have six
or seven genres of music on our stage,” said
Jordan Noordyke, director of Marketing and
Promotions for the Intersection.
Noordyke cited Michigan’s lagging
economy as the current challenge in keeping
the Intersection running for as long as it
has.
“Grand Rapids isn’t in the best state,”
Noordyke said. "So a lot of people don't
have money to go out to shows. We try to
get good shows at affordable prices.”
Comprised of two separate performance
spaces* the Intersection has a lot to offer
its audiences. In the lounge, the club can
welcome smaller, local and acoustic shows
as fans have a drink and sit on red couches.
Deeper into the club is the showroom, a
performance area that holds 8(X) to I,(XX)
fans at any given time.
“We’re the only place in West Michigan
that can do what we do,” Noordyke said.
“We can tit 1 .(XX) people in and bring in a
wide variety of bands. You can pretty much
find anything you like on our stages.”
Grand Rapids houses a number of music
venues that vary greatly in size. One can find
entertainment at small clubs like Skelletones

the Rochester Institute of Technology in
Rochester, N.Y.
The UlCA’s gallery hours are Tuesday
through Saturday noon to 10 p.m., Sunday
noon to 7 p.m. and closed on Monday. Entry
to the UICA and the exhibitions is free. The
UICA is located in Grand Rapids at 41 Sheldon
Blvd. SE.
“GVSU students and faculty should (view
the exhibitions) because...(visitors) will be
able to experience art in a new way,” Meade

or see large-scale concerts at the Van Andel
Arena. The Intersection, however, falls
somewhere in the middle, offering up local
to internationally recognized bands in a
venue with a personal feel.
Although big acts like Kenny Chesney
are able to sell out arena-sized shows, it is
the Intersection they go to for their after
party.
"When Kenny Chesney plays Van Andel,
his official after party is at the Intersection,”
Noordyke said. "We usually get over
1 .(XX) people out for that. There are bands,
(Chesney) sings some songs ... it’s a good
time.”
Also worth noting are the club’s more
regular events, such as its bimonthly Mega
80’s nights, which provides a unique option
in a night out and targets both the young and
the old.
When asked how the Intersection staff
felt upon learning the club had made it into
Pollstar's top 50 music venues, Noordyke’s
answer was simple and honest.
“(When I heard we had made the top 50)
I felt pure joy,” he said. “It’s been our goal
for a long time, and when it finally happened
there were a lot of celebratory handshakes

GVL / Pete Tabberer

Local spotlight: GVSU senior Mark Johnson (left)

and high fives in the office.”

and junior Kelly Mills (right) leave the Intersection
after a concert Tuesday The Intersection showcases

arts@lanthorn.com

three local bands every Tuesday.
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Today through Aug. 24
Polyester: American Fashion of the 1960's and 1970's from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. at the Holland Museum

Cottonwood Forest
CONDOMINIUM

Friday and Saturday
"Respect for the Dead" open movie auditions on Friday from 6 to 9 p.m.
and Saturday from 4 to 7 p.m. at Schuler Books and Music located at

’ 2 bedrooms, 1 bath plus
optional den
• Garage or carport
• 12 acre nature preserve with
walking trails to Grand River and
Fishing Pond
- AH Utilities included, (except
electric, phone & cable)
> Gas Heat, stove and Hot Water
• Waterfront wooded or
courtyard views
• Located in Jenison, 15 minutes to
Downtown or Allendale campuses
• Chpose a smoke free and/or
dog free building

3165 Alpine NW in Grand Rapids

Saturday
Waterfront Film Festival in downtown Saugatuck

Tuesday
John Corbett Band at 8 p.m. at the Intersection in Grand Rapids

June 20
Mindless Self Indulgence at 6:30 p.m. at Grand Rapids' Orbit Room

June 26
Steve Miller Band at 9:15 p.m. at Heritage Landing in Muskegon

June 29

LEASE

Negative Space: A Poetry Open Mic Night at 7 p.m. on Division Street's
Avenue of the Arts in #311

your condo

July 1

■ Short term lease available for
$ 150/mo premium
■ Pets permitted for additional fee
► Very limited number of condos
available to lease

Independent Cinema at UICA, featuring "Campaign" at 7 p.m.

July 3
Finger Eleven at 7 p.m. at the Muskegon Summer Celebration

monthly rent 1-4v
a
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July 3-6
Rothbury all-day event, located on the Double JJ Ranch in Rothbury
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For your personal showing today!

(616) 457-3714

• Fitness Club membership
• Choose a fully renovated model
or Customize one your own way
(prior to move in you can select
carpet, trim, wall colors, doors,
cabinets, hardware, etc.)
• Dogs permitted in select buildings
• Free Laundry

monthly payment
starting at
7701 Riverview Drive Suite 101

Jenison, MI. 49428
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Free Initial Consultation
Statewide Representation

Toll Free: (866) 726-1400
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★ FULL TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS! ★ MONTHLY STIPEND!
★ BOOK AND SUPPLY EXPENSES!
For more information on how to enroll in Army ROTC and for scholarship opportunities
contact OPT Aaron Combs at 616-771-9495 or Aaron.combs@wmich.edu

Visit us on the web at,

Sf*

www.wmich.edu/rotc

A D V E R T IS E M E N T

Adventure training and leadership skills can jump start your career! With as little as 6 hours
per week, Army ROTC can prepare you for your career and for life ... and you get PAID! You
can enroll in Military Science now with NO MILITARY OBLIGATION!
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WELCOME INCOMING FRESHMAN
AND ALL GVSU STUDENTS!
EARN A SCHOLARSHIP ... GET PAID ...
Become An Army Officer!

W
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Sandler’s ‘Zohan’ entertains, disappoints
By Dani Willcutt
GVl. A&k' Hditor

☆ ☆ out Of ☆☆☆☆
In the midst of summer, aka the season
for blockbusters, it is rare to find a weekend
where the newly-released film leaves
moviegoers disappointed with the selection
before them. This past weekend was one of
those rare occurrences where, in the midst
of Indiana Jones, Carrie Bradshaw and a
re-charged Hulk, out
comes a movie about a
panda and a new comedy
by Adam Sandler.
Considering the options,
it’s no surprise that
Sandler’s “You Don’t
Mess With the Zohan”
may peak more interest
than the animated
Dreamworks flick.
Wlllcmt
Zohan (played by
Sandler) is Israel’s secret military weapon
and is expected to combat the Palestinian
secret weapon. Phantom (played by John
Turturro). After a particular fight between
Zohan and Phantom, the latter believes
he has finally succeeded in killing Zohan.
Instead 2^ohan fakes his death in order
to release himself from the military and
become a hairdresser in New York City.
Zohan’s inspiration to become a hairdresser
is a book of outdated hairstyles from

the ‘80s. One can easily see the comedy
brought to the movie via these horrid
hairstyles.
One of the most entertaining aspects
of the film is the irony of Dave Matthews’
cameo. The laid-back frontman plays the
ringleader of a group of white rednecks
who is hired by a seedy corporation to
drive out the — actually ... it’s much too
ridiculous to explain here. The best way to
make some sense out of the entire movie is
to simply watch it and try to believe it.
Sandler continuously draws a lot of
attention in the box office. This is true
even in cases where he steps outside of his
comedic box and takes on more serious
roles such as 2(X)2’s “Punch-Drunk Love”
and 2()07’s “Reign Over Me.” “You Don’t
Mess With the Zohan” was co-written by
Sandler. Robert Smigel and Judd Apatow.
The script feels strongly Sandler but also
has a lot of raunch common to Apatow’s
films. To be honest, many parts of this
movie are downright offensive, but not
overtly so.
What some may consider the most
offensive part of the movie arrives when
Zohan finds a hair salon to work at. Once
given the chance to actually cut hair, Zohan
proves to be a very attentive hairstylist. So
attentive that, once he is done cutting the
woman’s hair, he takes her to a back room
of the salon. Imagination alone will inform
viewers of the rest of what happens in that
situation.
Chances are “Don’t Mess With Zohan”

2007 Summer Film Project to
premiere in Grand Rapids
The Grand Valley State University Summer Film Project "To Live and Die
in Dixie" will be premiered at Grand Rapids' Studio 28 on June 20 at 8
p.m.
The film is the product of the 2007 Summer Film Project participants.
Based on true events, the film tells the story of a 1987 dual murder on
a college campus in Louisiana and the woman who brought the killer to
justice.
Following the film's premiere will be a guestion
and answer session with the director and some of
the cast.
"To Live and Die in Dixie" will also be shown
at Studio 28 June 21 and 22 at 3:30 and 8:00
p.m. and June 23 through 26 at 8:00 p.m.
GVSU will receive 50 percent of box office
proceeds in benefit of students.

Courtesy Photo / www.allmoviephotos.coin

Haircuts with pizazz: Comedian Adam Sandler, as Zohan, gives his client a wet wash in this summer smash

won’t be remembered very far into the
summer. Not with the large amount of
other hard-hitting comedies entering the
box offices soon enough. Sandler may be
a veteran, but with Mike Meyer’s “The
Love Guru,” Apatow and Seth Rogen’s
“Pineapple Express” and Will Ferrell’s
“Step Brothers” coming to theaters, it’s

sure to get pushed out of the way.
Then again, even if there weren’t a large
number of other seasoned comics bringing
new films to the theaters, “Don’t Mess
With Zohan" would still fall short of being
a good movie.

arts @ lan thorn.com

Accents Gallery & Supplies
1054 W Fulton Grand Rapids. Ml

616.233.8320

Photo Supplies

Film , Photo. Mounting & Photo
Retouching Supplies
Inkjet Printing & Photo Paper
Art Supplies

Paints. Brushes. Sketch Pads. Canvas
Portfolios. Prismacolor Pencils. Markers
Drawing Supplies
Enlargement. Mounting, Laser Engraving
Photo Retouching Large Prints Sony Picture Maker & Much More

Open
Mon Wed. Fri 10-6
Tues. Thurs.
10-8
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Due to unknown circumstances, Grand Valley
State University alumnus Dante James will not be
taking over the directorial position for the Summer
Film Project this year.
James was expected to return to GVSU for the
12-week program to direct a film by the working title
of "To be Heard."
The award-winning director and producer
preferred not to go into detail about the project's
cancellation. However, James did offer that "To be
Heard" is being postponed until next summer.

motion
9 Grab
suddenly
10 Pirouette
pivot
12 Open area in
a forest
14 Invalid
15 Caustic
solution
19 Retainer
20 Gist
21 Talons
22 Getting
dressed (in)
23 He got the
point across

to his son
24 Cote d’Ivoire
city
25 Fore and 26 “Toy Story”
cowboy
28 Lofty home
29 Express-lane
tally
30 Made fun of
31 “Sad to say,
32 Longing
34 Grant or
Elwes
35 Recording
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Famous director, GV alumnus calls it cuts

King Crossword
ACROSS
1 Height of
fashion?
4 Wield a
needle
Antitoxins
Melodies
Slip-on
garment
“Sleepy
Hollow”
storyteller
13 Definitively
- out a living
Resembling
Stipend
Unable to
hold any
more
Undressed
Fisherman’s
basket
Hosiery
40 “Of course”
shade
41 Homer
25 Lotion
Simpson’s
additive
neighbor
26 “Dragnet”
star
DOWN
27 “Terrif!”
1 Therefore
28 Garlic
2 Canal zone
mayonnaise
3 Rhesus
30 Comic Leno
monkey
33 Bit of folklore
4 Cruises the
36 Caught
Net
37 Land of the
5 Ballad
Rising Sun
conclusion
38 Covered in
6 Dam
dirt
7 Foundered
39 Tarzan’s
8 Re ocean
clique
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By Brian Beaupied
GVL Sports Editor

People run for many reasons. Some run to stay
in shape, others to escape the random stresses of
everyday life. For Grand Valley State University
senior Bryant “BJ” Symkowiak, 23, the ability to
run is not one he takes for granted and serves as
a constant reminder of a devastating accident 19
years ago...
Taking a moment to catch his breath, the cool spring air
filling his lungs, Symkowiak stood triumphantly on historic
Boylston Street at the conclusion of the 2008 Boston
Marathon.
Quite an accomplishment for someone who 19 years earlier
lay comatose in a hospital bed, paralyzed on the left side of his
body.
Symkowiak was 4 years old when he was struck by a
vehicle crossing a neighborhood street. An accident that, in its
wake left Symkowiak with a 20 percent chance of survival and
permanent brain damage, he would have to cope with for the
rest of his life.
“He wasn’t expected to live,” recalled his mother Jo
Symkowiak. “We didn’t know if he was going to make it
through the night.’’
He would awake from his coma three weeks later but would
reside the majority of the following year in a hospital, spending
countless hours in physical therapy trying to rehabilitate his
body. The trauma was so severe he was never expected to
receive a high school diploma let alone run a marathon.
“I had to relearn how to walk, talk, everything,” BJ said.
“When I was released from the hospital I was still crawling
because my legs weren’t strong enough to walk.”
So began tlie arduous task of recovery, a process that

Courtesy Photo / Jo Symkowiak

Striving toward greatness: Bryant Symkowiak runs with
perseverance during one of the marathons he participated in.

included
wearing
a
protective helmet and his
legs being cast on eight
separate
occasions.
It
would require BJ to find
new and unique ways to
learn, while also testing his
humility.
“Ever since that day
it has been an ongoing
cycle of finding different
ways to succeed,” he said.
“I’ve been lucky. I’ve
been blessed you know? I
wouldn’t wish (what I went
through) on anyone.”

Courtesy Photo /

uvww.bostonnMrathon.org

Life dream: Senior Bryant
Symkowiak ran in the Boston

Healing through a Marathon 2008
passion
Before the accident, BJ was an active child, involved
in both hockey and soccer. Afterwards, he did not realize and
would not accept he was different from anybody else.
He would continue to play soccer and softball, but running
would prove to be his true passion. Beginning by running with
his father when he was 11 years old, the passion would quickly
prove to strengthen the left side of his body and also his drive
to lead a normal life.
“It kind of helps me succeed at one thing and helps me carry
on into another,” BJ said. “It also helps with my equilibrium
on the left and right side, if I don’t run for four months my
left side gets a little droopy and (my imbalance) becomes
noticeable ... I’m rehabbing it constantly.”
The independent aspect of the sport and the ability to test
himself is what made running so appealing at first but the
mentality behind it would carry over into the classroom as
well, he said.
“You run independently, based on yourself rather than
others,” BJ added. “You go at your own pace, do your own
thing, not relying on others and (being able to) challenge
yourself. And you can pertain that back to school.”
BJ would go on to run cross country in high school and
at Oakland Community College, but marathon running would
begin as a bet with no previous training or experience.
Running in the Detroit Marathon with a cousin after an
innocent bet, he happened to do so well that he qualified for
the prestigious Boston Marathon. And in April, with his whole
family cheering him on, BJ ran in the same division as Lance
Armstrong in the 112th rendition of the race.
Finishing the blistering 26.2-mile course in three hours and
five minutes, he finished just 15 minutes behind the survivor
icon and seven-time Tour de France champion.
“I tried talking to (Armstrong),” BJ said. “I was running
with him for a few miles and he was just so focused. I said
‘Lance, what up?’ but he didn’t say anything back.”
BJ’s work ethic and ability to adapt are why he is where he
is today, his proud and adoring mother said.
“He works like a dog ... he has so much guts, drive and
determination and he does it in the best of spirits,” she said.
“When I think of someone who I am most proud of and who I

Courtesy Photo / Jo Symkowiak

Miraculous recovery: Bryant Symkowiak and his sister Lindsay wait
at the Children's Hospital after Bryant was involved in a car accident
that left him paralyzed Through hard work and rehab he is able to
walk again and now runs marathons.

want to be like, it always comes back to him.”

(living back
BJ, a movement science major, came to GVSU after
transferring from OCC. He hopes when he graduates he will
be able to give back and help those with similar injuries, citing
all the therapists and doctors who helped him along the way.
Though his road to recovery was painful and trying, BJ
was never alone, always surrounded by the care and support
of family, friends and therapists.
“I remember being with him every day,” said his older
sister Lindsay Symkowiak, 25. “All the seizures and doctors
appointments ... I was a pseudo-mom when mom was at
work. Everyone (at first) said he wouldn’t make it, and if he
did, he would be disabled his whole life. He proved them all
wrong.”
Now BJ wants to show others that anything is possible if
you dedicate yourself.
“I want to give back and help the way I have been helped,”
he said.
The desire to give back comes from the profound respect

See Runner, 20
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GVI. Staff Writer

coaching honors
icr a successful season, in which the
UVSlT women’s tennis team set a school
record for wins and achieved its firstever Intercollegiate Tennis Association
ranking, GVSU head coach John Black
was named the ITA Women’s Tennis
Coach of the Year on May 14.
The announcement came just days
after Black was named the ITA Great
l.akes Regional Women’s coach of the
year.
Black led the Lakers to a school
record 27 wins and the No. 24 ranking in
the country in addition to the team’s sixth
straight Division II National Tournament
appearance and the fourth consecutive
year the team advanced to the second
round.

Among colleges and universities around the world, rowing is
considered one of the oldest and most prestigiousof the intercollegiate
sports, associating the sport with Ivy League colleges like Harvard
and Brown universities.
During its season. Grand Valley State University continuously
shocked the rowing community by excelling beyond the expectations
of a non-varsity sport.
The team's dedication resulted in a second-place finish at the
Dad Vail Championship Regatta in May and a first-place finish at
the National Collegiate Club Championship Regatta.
"T his event is a culmination of nine months of hard work by all
of our athletes and coaches,” said GVSU head coach John Bancheri.
“Every athlete and every boat in our program contributed to our
success, and we are thrilled with the results of this year.”
At the Dad Vail Regatta GVSU picked up two gold medals and
one silver medal en route to second place behind the overall winner
Purdue University. The finish was the highest placement in GVSU
history.
The men’s junior varsity and the women's novice each won their
races convincingly to take the gold. The women’s varsity had to
beat out Mercyhurst College in a dogfight for second to take its third
consecutive Dad Vail silver medal.
“By the time we reached 5(X) meters, we realized that we weren’t
going to win first,” said sophomore Sarah Zelenka. “So then we
worked on keeping Mercyhurst at bay. We had already started our
sprint at 750 meters, so that last couple hundred meters were mostly
adrenaline for us.”
The Laker Navy followed up its Dad Vail performance by
winning the overall team points trophy at the National Collegiate
Club Championship Regatta.
The women’s novice team gave a strong performance by finishing
five seconds ahead of the competition.
A mid-race collision between Washington University and the
University of Michigan caused the men’s lightweight team to restart
its race. In the restart, GVSU made a move through a pack of boats
at the 500-meter mark to take the gold medal.
Bancheri knew the team’s performance would turn some heads.

“There’s no question that we shocked a lot of people,” Bancheri
said. “We’ve always been a good program — we’d have a few good
boats each year — but what made this year special was that we were
good across the board. From novice to varsity, we either performed
at or above our level of expectation. People were amazed with this
small school from the western half of Michigan excelling with some
of the top performing schools in the nation.”
Sophomore Blake Donovan Jr. was named to the second tier AllAmerican team earlier this month with eight other Lakers earning
third team plaudits.
The Lakers also announced the individual team awards, with
sophomore Geoffrey Sadek and Zelenka winning the male and
female athlete of the year awards, respectively.
“The athlete of the year award traditionally goes to the strongest
and most technically proficient rower,” Bancheri said. “Simply put,
the athlete of the year is the one who makes the boat go fast. On
top of that, both Sadek and Zelenka are great students and excellent
team leaders. They deserved it.”
Bancheri said he only expects the team to get stronger and
stronger despite graduating seven seniors on the men’s side and one
on the women’s side.
“When I took this job, my goal was to get us to the top 25 by my
fifth year,” Bancheri said. “We’re at 23 now, and we’re only going
to get better from there.”

ejohnson @ lanthorn.com

GVL Archive / Pete Tabberer

Stroke behind: GVSU rowers in lane one (right) battle for the lead against
Michigan State during the 13th annual "Don" Lubbers Cup Regatta at Riverside
Park in Grand Rapids earlier this season.

Think fast - think FedEx.
fcdtx Ground Thinking about some last cash and help
with college7 Join the fast paced FedEx Ground team

Decade of athletic excellence
GVSU secured its 10th consecutive
President’s Cup May 20 after winning 12
conference titles of 19 possible during the
2007-08 academic year.
Awarded by the GLIAC each year as
the all-around sports trophy, GVSU beat
out Ashland University in scoring by a
margin of 177 to 136.
The cup is GVSU’s 15th in school
history, moving past Ferris State
University as the conference’s all-time
leader in President’s Cup titles.
Both the men and women garnered
six conference titles in 2007-08 as GVSU
amassed 77 conference titles since 200001, accounting for 50 percent of possible
conference titles.

17

Laker Navy shocks, wins national championship

Sports in Brief
Davenport names GVSU assistant
to Panther head coaching position
On May 15, Davenport University
announced the hiring of Grand Valley
State University Assistant Burt Paddock
to become the next men’s basketball
coach.
Paddock will take over a Panther
program that finished 10-21 last season.
In four years as the head assistant
alongside GVSU head coach Ric Wesley,
Paddock was the program’s lead recruiter
and helped guide the leakers to back-toback Elite 8 appearances and the only
undefeated regular season in school
history.
*‘We will miss Coach Paddock and his
family,” Wesley said in a statement on the
GVSU Athletics Web site. “His energy
and enthusiasm for his job really helped
set the tone for our team from the first day
he joined us. It has been a great four years
and we thank him for his efforts. The
basketball staff here at Grand Valley State
wishes Coach Paddock and his family the
best as they start this new journey.”
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'Worst game' dooms
Grand Valley baseball
Baseball season ends to
St. Joseph’s, poor play
during NCAA tournament
By Kyle Meinke
GVL News Editor

GVl Archive / Heidi Pfannes

Offensive maneuver: Senior midfielder Eric Leblanc tries to set up for a play during GVSU's match against St
Thomas earlier this season GVSU won the match 13-12.

Lacrosse concludes turnaround season
said. “He worked us so hard. We put in so many
hours. But obviously it paid off ”
The hard work boosted the team to a
17-1 regular season record while providing
The Grand Valley State University men’s
the preparation needed to face some tough
lacrosse team made some serious noise this
competition in the playoffs.
year after having its most successful season in
“When we started working hard, everyone's
team history.
started rising,” Meyer said. “We just
attitudes
Part of the historical season was the
started clicking as a team.”
team’s first trip to the famous Texas Stadium
The team continued its Division II
for the Division II Men’s Collegiate Lacrosse
domination until meeting with Westminster
Association National Championship game.
in the finals. Blair said Westminster’s quickAlthough the Lakers fell just short of becoming
transition play gave them an early lead, with
the national champions, dropping a 17-10
defenders finding themselves outnumbered at
decision to Westminster College, the team
times facing a number of fast breaks.
did not forget the amazing season they had
When GVSU was ready to make acomeback,
compared to its previous ones.
it proved too little, too late.
“The
turnaround
was
The Lakers were down by
incredible,”
said
senior
‘The turnaround was
10 goals in the third quarter,
midfielder Sean Blair. “I think
but Meyer said he had faith in
incredible. I think
the last three years we won a
his team's explosive offense
combined five games.”
the last three years
and was confident they were
Blair added the change that
going to come back.
we won a combined
helped the team excel to the next
The clock, however, was
level was the arrival of GVSU
five games.”
not on the team’s side.
first-year head coach Murle
“When there was like two
Greer. Blair summed up the
SEAN BLAIR
minutes left and we were
shift in coaching philosophies
SENIOR MIDFIELDER
down by six, it just hit me,”
in four simple words.
Meyer said.
“New coach, new attitude.”
Despite
coming
so
he said.
close, Blair said the loss will only benefit the
Senior and team captain Curtis Meyer said
rebounding program next season.
Greer helped the team by treating them more
“It just gives them more hunger for next
as a varsity team and less as a club team. For
year,” he said.
Greer, that was accomplished through more
Both players said they think the team will
games and stiffer competition.
continue
to be successful in the future as long
Instead of a nine-game season as the year
as it continues to work hard.
before, the Lakers played 18 regular season
“Never be satisfied.” Blair said as advice to
games, including tougher opponents such as the
the team for next season. “There is always part
No. 3 ranked University of St. Thomas while
of your game that you can work on.”
also starting the season with a five-game road

By Kenneth Cotto
GVL Staff Writer

trip.
“(Greer) has just been awesome.” Meyer

sports@lanthom.com

Brad Raj’s first pitch to St. Joseph’s
College in second round action of the NCAA
tournament was crushed for a home run.
And it did not get much better from there
for the leakers.
After Grand Valley State University
dropped its first game of the NCAA
tournament against Northern Kentucky
University, the Lakers managed only seven
hits in an 8-0 shutout loss to St. Joseph’s,
marking the end of the Lakers’ NCAA
championship hopes.
GVSU was the No. 1 seed in the
tournament.
“That was our worst game of the season,”
said GVSU head coach Steve Lyon. “One
of our goals was to win a conference
championship, and we accomplished that
but we didn’t want to settle for that. We were
playing well enough to advance beyond
regionals and into the World Series, but we
came up short.”
Raj, a sophomore from Southgate, Mich.,
was tagged with all eight runs, his worst
outing of the season. He entered the game
as one of the Lakers’ hottest pitchers, but
yielded eight hits and two walks in his 5.2
innings of work.
“Raj pitched as well as anybody all year,”
Lyon said. “I don’t think he pitched that
poorly, but there were some errors in the
field and a handful of pop ups that dropped
in that really hurt him. The baseball gods
weren’t with him that day.”
GVSU was shutout for the first time
this season after hitting .347 as a team and
averaging 8.19 runs per game this season.
Their bats were silenced by Pumas’ ace
Chase Sonen.
Sonen (9-1,3.57) struck out 12 Lakers on
his way to tossing his sixth complete game
of the year for St. Joseph’s. Only GVSU
junior Casey Robrahn collected multiple
hits against the righty.
“He mixed it up really well and kept
us off balance,” Robrahn said, who led
the Lakers in hitting this year with a .451
average. “He could throw any of his pitches
for a strike. He made it hard to guess what
was coming.”
The loss came on the heels of a
disappointing 9-4,11 -inning loss to Northern
Kentucky, a game in which the Lakers held

two separate leads.
GVSU defeated the Norse in its second
game of the season, but NKU battled
back from a late two-run deficit to top the
Lakers.
Junior starter Andre Benjamin pitched a
gem, lasting eight innings and allowing only
three runs on seven hits. But junior closer
David Bowman allowed a two-out RBI
single to blow the save.
After a scoreless l()th, GVSU seniors
Nick Beach and Matt Huml combined
to allow five runs on three hits and three
walks in the 11th. Beach (6-3, 4.70), an AllAmerica selection a year ago, was credited
with the loss.
Benjamin, who finished the year 10-1
with a 3.09 ERA, said the loss deflated the
team as they headed into game two against
St. Joseph’s,
“Normally we would be able to bounce
back from a loss like that,” he said. “But a
game as big as that, and to come so close to
winning but come up short — it did some
things to our heads, and we just weren’t able
to recover.”
The pair of losses means GVSU is
eliminated for the second straight year in
the regional tournament, one step short of
the Division II World Series.
“We put together a good run to get into
the regional, and we felt we were as good as
any team there, but we just couldn’t pull it
out,” Benjamin said. "It was a good season
with a conference championship, but we just
couldn’t get the job done.”

news@lanthorn.com

GVL Archive / Bri Goodyear

Pitching pro: GVSU junior Andre Benjamin delivers a
pitch to the plate during a game against Northwood
University.
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Men's, women's track take
top 10 finishes at nationals
By Kyle Paffhausen
GV1. Staff Writer
After a season spanning more than five
months, the Grand Valley State University
track teams ended their seasons at the
NCAA Outdoor Championship May 24 in
Walnut, Calif.
GVSU sent 24 men and women to the
meet, which assembled the top Division II
talent from across the country.
The men finished with a team total of 30
points, good for sixth place overall. Abilene
Christian University won the overall title
with 108.5 points.
Junior Bryant Wilson took home the
lone national title for the Lakers in the pole
vault, clearing a height of 5.18 meters. It
was Wilson's second consecutive national
championship in the pole vault outdoors and
his second title this year, also winning in the
pole vault at the indoor championships in
March.
Nate Peck ended his GVSU career at the
meet but came away without a national title.
His race, the 5,(XX)-mcter run, ended in a
third place finish, more than 17 seconds off
the pace.
For Peck, a senior, it is all about remaining
calm on the national stage.

GVl Archive I Brian B. Sevald

“I kind of lost my nerves my freshman
year," Peck said. “I try to stay as relaxed as
possible.”
Senior Nick Polk came close to a title,
finishing fourth place in the IO,(XX)-meter
run.
Mike Stowe finished sixth overall in the
decathlon event after all the events were
completed. The senior managed to place
second in one event and third in another.
Though the athletes compete individually,
a gocxJ performance or placement adds more
points to the team’s overall total.
“Coach Baltes just reminds us to compete
to the best of our abilities and that we made
these championships for a reason,” said
senior Garron Lucius. “If you run the time,
jump the distance or height or throw the
distance that got you into the meet you will
score some points for the team.”
While they did not bring any titles back
to Allendale, the women’s team recorded an
eighth place finish and a number of top five
placements.
Sophomore Katherine McCarthy finished
just shy of the championship in the 800meter run, placing second with a final time
of 2:09.90, only two seconds behind the
winner.
Fellow sophomore Candice Wheat also
took a runner-up finish in the l(X)-meter
hurdles with a time of 13.63 seconds. Wheat
said she was impressed with the progress
the team made this year.
“I think last year we had a pretty young
team, especially the sprint group,” Wheat
said. "But this year, the team improved and
that may be because of the addition of new
coaches. These additions allowed (more)
specific training for specific groups and
more individual attention.”
In the field, junior Diana Noonan was yet
another Laker that garnered a second-place
finish. Her distance of 3.92 meters in the pole
vault placed her only 0.1 meter behind.
Also in the field, seniors Kathie Posa
and Mary Bogncr earned top five finishes
in the hammer throw and javelin throw,
respectively.
The
competition
at the
national
championships ends a season in which the
men won the GLIAC in the indoor season
and came in second in the outdoor season.
The women won the conference in both
seasons, marking the team’s ninth straight
title.
Following the meet, 14 Lakers received
All-American honors including Peck, Polk,
Stowe, Wilson, Bogner, Posa, McCarthy,
Wheat and Noonan.

400-meter magic: GVSU's Katherine McCarthy is
head of the pack during the 400-meter run at the
Bob Eubanks Open this season

kpaffhausen @ lanthorn.com
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Jumper: Junior Peter Antor, of Sparta, Mich., runs hurdles at the GVSU Open earlier this season
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Golf teams search for new leadership following nationals
Men, women golfers awarded
regional honors, ponder how to fill
void left by graduating seniors
By Grant Wieman
GVl. Staff Writer
The Grand Valley State University men’s and women’s
golf teams are moving forward after completing their most
successful seasons in several years.
On May 16, the women took third place overall at the
NCAA Division II Championship in their first appearance
since 2006, while the men’s team finished 14th a day later
after qualifying for the first time since 2000.
Next year, each team will return four of the five players
sent to the national tournament and will look to build off this
year’s success.
“They’ll probably have a better team next year than they
had this year,” said senior team captain Josh Orler. “I was
bummed to see it come to an end, but everything does.”
Orler was named an honorable mention to the Golf
Coaches Association of America Ping All-America Team
after finishing in a tie for 18th at the national championships.
He was also named a first team All-GLIAC and All-Region
selection.
“It shows that you can play with the best players in the
country,” Orler said.
GVSU head coach Don Underwood recognized it will be
difficult to replace an individual like Orler.
“You get four years and you appreciate what you got,”
Underwood said. “It’s not the first time we’ve had really

good players leave.”
The women face a similar hole after the graduation of
Tracey Puckering. Puckering, named to the Academic AllAmerica Team as a senior, was the lone Laker with previous
national championship experience, having qualified
individually in 2007.
“It’s been a joy to work with and be around her for four
years," said GVSU head coach Lori Stinson, who was named
the Division II SkyCaddie NGCA East Regional Coach
of the Year and GLIAC Coach of the Year. “I knew when
(Puckering) came in she was going to be a great leader.”
Puckering began her career as a walk-on before becoming
a team leader as a senior.
Many additional Lakers were also recipients of individual
awards.
For the men, sophomore Matt Malloure was named First
Team All-GLIAC, while junior Tyler Hering was named to
the second team and sophomore Josh Burt was named an
honorable mention.
For the women, sophomore Ashley Smith was named
to the Duramed FUTURES Tour National Golf Coaches
Association Honorable Mention All-America Team, as well
as being named to the All-East Regional Team.
Kristina Langston was named GLIAC Freshman of the
Year, and earned a spot on the NGCA All-East Regional
Team.
Sophomore Caitlin Bennett, who finished sixth at the
National Championship, was named to the honorable
mention All-America Team, as well as the Academic AllAmerica Team with freshman Allie Tyler.
While the young teams this season gained national
championship experience, the loss of their seniors leaves a
void in leadership that will need to be filled quickly, but
possibly by more than one individual.
“I don’t think we'll have one stand-up leader,” Malloure
said.
The men, however, will get senior Tony Mango back,
who missed this past season with an injury.
“The guys that are returning are going to be pushed,”
Underwood said, who expects his players to come back in
the fall ready to compete.
Junior Michelle Boogaard will attempt to fill the hole in
the women’s lineup, where finding leadership never seems
to be an issue.
“The chemistry has always been great on this team since
Powerful swing: Freshman Cameron Thomas,
I’ve been here,” Stinson said.
lines up his shot and prepares to hit the ball.

GVl Archive / Kaitlyn Irwin

from Caledonia, Mich.,
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Runner
continued from page 16
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Eye on the prize: GVSU sophomore Ashley Smith, from Plymouth,
Mich , concentrates during the NCAA regional

and appreciation for those that helped him, his mother
said.
“His major is so important to him," she said.
“He feels like he can give back because he has been
through it before.”
His temporary plans include training for a second
mn in the Detroit Marathon and continuing toward his
degree. When he leaves GVSU, he hopes to work in
the field of exercise science or cardiac rehabilitation.
And though he does not advise running in
marathons, he said with a laugh, he does have some
advice for others.
“Every day is a challenge,” he said, his voice
changing to a more reflective tone. “Don’t give up,
ever. Suffer now and live like a king later.”

sports@lanthorn.com
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Why we hate the
world’s game
By Tom Ebenhoeh
GVl. Columnist
Hi, my name is Tom, and I am a
soccer addict.
I don’t remember when or why it
happened but there is something about
this sport that makes me a little crazy.
I could watch
soccer all day and
enjoy every minute
of it.
On many
occasions I have
found myself
screaming over
teams and games I
didn’t think I would
care about.
Soccer may not
be the fastest or most explosive sport
in the world, but there is a passion
imbedded in it that no other sport can
rival.
It’s 90 minutes of skill, courage and
a lot of running.
It showcases some of the best
athletes in the world, competing in a
very simple but exciting game.
Yet for some reason, the game is not
accepted in this country of ours.
Whenever there is a big soccer
match on, I always get excited.
I start envisioning myself and all
of my friends camped out in front my
cam.
TV cheering for our favorite team,
high-fiving each other and
singing soccer
songs along
with the outof-control
hooligans at
the game.
Of course my
huge soccer party
always turns out to be
me, by myself, sitting
in front of the tube
yelling and wondering why
everyone else hates this game.
The problem Americans have
with soccer is, when it comes
down to it, we just are not any
good at it.
You can come up with
other reasons why soccer
is lame, such as no one
ever scores and
it’s boring, but I

promise if we had the top team in the
world, we would all be getting excited
about U.S. soccer.
It’s our culture to love the winners
and ignore the losers. That’s just the
way we do things.
The best example of this is
international basketball.
1 remember the Dream Team days
when the U.S. was winning by an
average of almost 44 points a contest.
The country couldn’t get enough of
these games and loved watching it.
Now that our international soccer
team is a disappointment, we don’t
really talk about them.
This is why soccer suffers in this
country. Our team isn’t the best, and so
we do our best to ignore them.
Will the U.S. ever be one of the
elite teams in the world? The answer is
probably not.
It’s almost impossible for our
players to compete against athletes
who grew up in a football (the real
kind) fanatic culture.
However, I don’t think we will
get any worse. And hopefully, as we
improve, there will be at least a few
people joining me in my living room
screaming and enjoying a match or
two.
There is good news for the fans
that are out there. If you’ve never
given soccer the time of day, there has
never been a more exciting time for
the sport.
From the worldwide hotbed of
young talent, to a decent league in
the U.S., there is something for
everyone.

side
and
cheer.
You may
discover that soccer isn’t
that bad after all.
Heck, you may even put
a David Beckham jersey on your
Christmas list when you send it to
Santa this year.

sports @lan thorn. com
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Success brings changes to club sports
Desire to succeed sets standards at unprecedented heights for GVSU club sport athletes, coaches
By Brian Beaupied
GVL Sports Editor
Grand Valley State University club sports
reaped the benefits of hard work and training,
in some cases rivaling that of varsity sports,
and enjoying historic seasons without the
backing of scholarship money.
With huge successes, the Office of
Student Life is looking to make some
changes in the classification of these teams
next year, in addition to welcoming several
more teams in the fall.
Assistant Coordinator of Student Life
Sports Denny McLean said the OSL is
looking to divide club sports into three
different sub-categories of varsity club,
competitive club and participation club.
“The purpose is for organizational
programs at the top to experience more

growth while smaller clubs can still go
about it for the fun of it,” McLean said, who
also doubles as the GVSU men’s hockey
head coach.
The reorganization will try to get
coaches for more competitive club sports on
the same page, McLean added.
“We’re trying to get all the coaches
together and to establish a kind of support
system,” he said. “When we do, we will be
stronger than we are.”
Club sports receive funding from the
Student Life Fund, but often it is not enough
to cover travel costs, creating the need
for fundraisers. Without the backing of
scholarship money, jobs, classes, training
and fundraisers become quite a balancing
act for students.
With the changes, McLean said the
possibility of pooling funds and offering

a scholarship athlete is tremendous for the
book scholarships is not farfetched.
school and its students.
For GVSU rowing head coach John
“(GVSU) wants to be able to provide high
Bancheri, he does not like to associate the
school athletes the opportunity to compete
word “club" with his program.
in their sports, though it may not be at the
“We have a varsity team like any other
sport,” he said. “Our kids train as hard as
varsity level,” he said.
Clubs are not actively
any (scholarship athlete)
‘Our kids train as hard
seeking a varsity status
on campus and in some
or the scholarship money
cases, more so. These kids
as any (scholarship
which it entails. Instead,
are committed. They pay
athlete) on campus
these students use the
to play, not the other way
success of varsity athletics
around. The problem is not
and in some cases,
as a motivational tool.
getting good athletes, it’s
more so ... They pay
No longer settling for the
keeping them.”
status quo, these teams
Rowing,
wrestling,
to play, not the other
are driven to be equally as
dodgeball and men’s ice
way around.”
successful, if not more so,
hockey are just a couple
than the varsity athletics.
of the sports which would
JOHN BANCHERI
“Both
(club
and
headline the varsity club
GVSU ROWING HEAD COACH
varsity athletes) are very
category.
serious about what they
Despite
tremendous
success for several teams.
do, the only difference
is scholarships given,” McLean said. “Our
Athletic Director Tim Selgo said there are
no plans to add any new varsity programs.
success is directly related to what varsity
athletics has brought to GVSU. I think the
“Right now I feel we are where we should
be,” Selgo said. “We’re always looking at
coaches and player leaders have just elevated
the landscape of college sports to see what’s
themselves, it’s kind of like one-upmanship.
(Varsity sports have) put up their banners,
happening out there.”
now we’re putting up our own.”
He added the highly competitive nature
of these sports without the pressure of being
sports @ lanthorn.com
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GV equestrian canters to breakout season
Members of GVSU's equestrian team receive national recognition as they prepare for another competitive year
By Rebecca Beard

it that far; we said we’d be happy no matter
how we did at nationals,” VandenBrink said.
“This was my first year even qualifying for
regionals, let alone zones or nationals."
As a club sport not requiring its members
And in her first year on the team, junior
to have any prior experience. Grand Valley
Melanie Galles qualified for the American
State University’s equestrian team finished
Quarter Horse Association High Point Cup,
second in both divisions it competed in
finishing 15th in the nation.
during the 2007-08 season.
The Benton Harbor native said it was a
The team took second out of 13 teams
great experience to meet people throughout
in the Hunter Seat division and second out
the country and looks forward to returning
of nine in the Western division during the
next season.
regular season.
“I am going to be on the team next year
Five members of the team also qualified
and I hope to qualify again (for nationals)
for the
Intercollegiate
Horse Show
and improve my placing,” Galles said.
Association Nationals in Los Angeles on
Junior Jacquelyn Girardot finished
May 8-11.
seventh in the nation for Advanced
And since they compete against schools
Horsemanship and junior Amanda Deaton
such as Michigan State University and
finished ninth for Novice Horsemanship.
the University of Michigan, GVSU head
Similarly to Galles, the returning
coach Mark Tompkins said the team’s
equestrian team members are saddling-up
hard work and subsequent success is pretty
for a 2008-09 season where they have set
remarkable.
their goals even higher than the season
“For us to stay competitive is amazing
before.
because we’re a club
“Next year I expect to
sport,” Tompkins said.
“I probably shouldn't
have many more members,
"A lot of the teams we
as the team has been
compete
against
are
have even been
growing at a high rate
schools
with
(varsity)
riding ... but I was
every' year.” said junior
equestrian programs.”
Alex Feringa, president of
Facing
further
happy with my ride,
GVSU's equestrian team.
difficulties at nationals
especially since I was
“I also am looking forward
was sophomore Becca
to having yet another
Payne, of Rochester Hills,
riding in pain.”
highly competitive season.
Mich., who rode despite
We have a real chance at
spraining her knee a couple
BECCA PAYNE
being the best team in our
days earlier.
GVSU SOPHOMORE
region, and this is what we
“I probably shouldn't
continue to aim for.”
have even been riding,”
The team will hold
Payne said. “I didn’t end
meetings
during
the
up placing in the top 10, but I was happy
fall semester for students interested in
with my ride, especially because I was
participating.
riding in pain.”
“We encourage people without any
Payne qualified for Open Equitation
experience
to join,” Feringa said. “There
Over Fences, and senior Dana VandenBrink
is a beginner division for each style that
qualified for Novice Equitation Over
we need members without experience to
Fences after gamering enough points during
fill. The ‘walk/trotters,’ as we call them,
regionals and then zones, both of which
are often the hardest people to get to join
preceded nationals. Only 18 riders made it
because they feel we may turn them away
to nationals in each division and although
due to their lack of experience."
Payne and VandenBrink did not place in the
Contact GVSU’s equestrian team at
top 10, they were proud of their successes.
gvsueq_team@hotmail.com
for
more
“Both Becca and myself felt we had
information.
already accomplished somuch by just making
GVl. Senior Reporter

rbearJ@lanthorn.com

Courtesy Photo / Ale* Feringa

Riding in style: The GVSU equestrian team poses with their ribbons after an event at University of Michigan.
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Renewable twist on farmers' market
GV supports healthy-living with fresh ideas, produce
how they work and the many benefits they
provide.
In addition, the GVSU farmers’ market
supplies produce that is fresh and locally
The Allendale Atlantic Bread Company
grown, and new this year, live entertainment.
will have some competition at this summer’s
Susan Sloop, Work Life consultant and
farmers’ market.
market director, hopes the music will help
One of Grand Valley State University’s
attract more students, as well as summer
own is bringing the heat this season, featuring
faculty and staff, to the event.
homemade breads baked in an innovative,
“The music provides a festive atmosphere
environmentally-friendly
for the market,” she said.
solar oven.
“Last summer I
“It is also an opportunity
Glen
Swanson,
for local musicians to
assistant
professor
of
bought some beef
showcase their music.”
anthropology and Grand
jerky ... this year I'm
There
will
be
a
Rapids native, has been
variety
of
music
featured
interested in renewable
looking forward to
including guitar, flutes,
energy sources since the
hearing
new music.”
jazz and blues. Two of the
‘80s. On a sunny day,
bands that will perform at
Swanson can set up his
SKYLER BENNETT
the market are composed
solar oven with the food
GVSU STUDENT
of GVSU students, and the
he is preparing enclosed
final market of the summer
to bake all day.
will feature a local blue
“By the time you come home from work
jin the late afternoon or early evening, your grass band.
“As a musician, I think it’s a great idea
-meal will be hot and ready to eat,’’ he said.
for local bands to come out and play for
The oven is used just like a crock-pot
the public,” said Skyler Bennett, a GVSU
— only on the back porch and pointed due
student. “Last summer I bought some beef
south, he added.
Swanson has been cooking with the solar jerky from the market and loved it, but this
year I’m looking forward to hearing new
ovens for less than a year. He not only uses
them to bake breads, but also pies and other music.”
The market is currently held every
meals like lasagna, beef roast and stews.
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and will
He plans on bringing the solar ovens
continue through Aug. 20. It is located in
to the farmers’ market to show customers

By Jessica Richardson
GVL Staff Writer

GVl / Bri Goodyear

Market magic: Anne London (right), an employee of CCPS Advising Center on the DeVos Campus, converses
over homemade goods with Barb Terpstra (left), from Marne, Mich., at the farmers' market Wednesday.

parking lot F by the Fieldhouse Arena.
Every week the market will provide 10
to 12 separate vendors and the vendors will
vary throughout the season. Sloop said.
“This year we have increased advertising
of the market in order to draw more students
and more of the community to the market,”
Sloop added.
The market vendors will provide a
variety of general produce, flowers, canned

goods, potted herbs, gourmet mushrooms,
homemade fudge and more.
“By offering the farmers’ market we
hope to promote healthy lifestyle choices,
as well as to support our local farmers and
local community,” Sloop said. “Our goal
is to make the market fun and inviting for
GVSU and the community.”

lakerlife @ lanthorn .com

Notes from Abroad: The song that never ends
By Anna Marotti
GVL Study Abroad Columnist
I have read different places have unique
smells and memories of a distinct location
can be recalled b
single fragrance.
With this in
mind I began
my stay here in
Milan, attentive
to the scent of
the city.
After a week
I can’t say the
smells have been that unusual.
They rather remind me of Chicago or any
typical big city. But what I have noticed are
the unique sounds.
With a rhythm all its own, Milan and

the Italians who live here create an exciting
song that keeps going and going. Today
it is raining, but the large windows in the
house have been opened and the sound of
rain against the stucco and stone permeates
through the marble halls.
Tiny cars and speeding motorcycles splash
through the wet streets below, and almost
every hour the sharp blare of the distinctly
European ambulance siren cuts through the
gentle sshhhh.
Milan’s famous orange trams screech to
a halt right in front of the apartment where
multiple streets form one giant intersection.
After a brief rest, manual sport car motors rev
and horns honk in anticipation of the green
light that directs the click and clang of the
working city.
Sometimes in the afternoon the windows
are closed. Their tight seals turn the traffic

symphony into an accompaniment. But the
rhythm of Italian city life continues inside as
the mobile phones are constantly chirping or
ringing to the tune of “Sognami" by Biagio
Antonacci, and the doorbell chimes signal the
arrival of a visitor.
This is when the sounds are most unique.
I have never heard such a range of volume in
daily conversation. A loud greeting of “ciao!”
or “buon giomo!” is followed closely by a
musical whirlwind of Italian words that I still
don’t understand.
Each word and phrase fluctuates in tone
and pitch. Even when I am unable to identify
the vocabulary, I can grasp the meaning of
the conversation by the expression in their
voices.
The youngest child squeals from the
kitchen, “vieni!” meaning “you come,”
and the voices crescendo to forte. At night

everything is fortissimo, as plans are laid out
for the next day and children are told for the
umpteenth time to go to bed.
The speaking here is generally very
strong and sharp, but there are moments
when everyone moves and harmonizes at
pianissimo, such as in the early morning
when the children are being woken up.
The sounds from the street seem to melt
completely away as gentle whispers and soft
whistles bring in the new day. Around the
table for breakfast there is a stillness only
interrupted by the occasional sipping of a
latte, and then, as if on cue from some great
conductor, the rhythm of the streets booms,
clicks, sprays and clanks once again.
It is a performance I will always
remember, and a song I will continue singing
forever... just because.

lakerlife@lanthorn.com
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GVSU students to
battle at Gettysburg
Grand Valley's Civil War Club to display true love of
country by participating in Fourth of July re-enactment
By Jenny Whalen

also be many tactical battles at the Gettysburg
Reenactment, as well as the scripted re
enactment of Pickett’s Charge, with full
pyrotechnics, over 100 artillery pieces and
Charging through clouds of gun smoke and
thousands of soldiers on either side.”
pounding cannons, members of Grand Valley
Battles fought for the benefit of the
State University’s Civil War Club will travel
spectators are carefully scripted to ensure
to the farmlands of Pennsylvania this July to
historical accuracy and safety for all involved,
participate in the 145th Annual Gettysburg
whereas tactical battles are generally
Battle Reenactment.
unscripted and fought primarily for the fun of
Clad in Union blue and period civilian
the re-enactors.
dress, re-enactors of the 3rd Michigan,
Muskets are fired without bullets, using
Company I, an extension of the GVSU Civil
only gunpowder, and soldiers are kept fully
War Club, will join those of the 1st Michigan
hydrated to prevent dehydration from wearing
Infantry to re-enact the historic three-day
wool uniforms.
Battle of Gettysburg.
“Re-enactments are one
“There were almost 8,000
“The easiest way to
thing after another,” said
soldiers’ lives that were
explain a
Sarah Johnson, Civil War
taken in those three days,”
Club secretary and civilian
said Jerry Berg, Civil War
re-enactment
re-enactor. “There’s never
Club president and soldier
a moment to relax, either
(for civilians) is this
re-enactor. “The individual
you’re drilling, cooking,
stories and strategies and
— rustic camping in
washing or something else
emotions of every aspect
that needs to be done. The
hooped
skirts.”
of the battle are so intense
easiest way to explain a re
... it’s impossible not to be
SARAH JOHNSON
enactment is this — rustic
interested by it. The annual
CLUB SECRETARY,
camping in hooped skirts.”
Gettysburg anniversary is the
CIVILIANS RE-ENACTOR
Re-enactors are divided
ultimate re-enactment.”
into camps of U.S. soldiers
Berg added 10 members
and civilians and Confederate, or Rebel,
of the club, four soldiers and six civilian ladies
soldiers and civilians.
plan to participate in the reenactment.
Though separated on the battlefield,
According to the official Gettysburg
the groups interact during the evening
Reenactment Web site, 10,000 to 15,000 reentertainment, such as by attending formal
enactors are expected to take part in this year’s
balls.
anniversary battle.
Civilian duties can range from sewing and
Though the original 1863 battle occurred
cooking for the soldiers to entertaining and
July 1-3, the 2008 re-enactment will begin
educating the spectators, Berg said, while
July 2 at 8 a m. and conclude July 7 at 10 a m.
the military camps are usually organized by
Re-enacted battles will be fought July 4-6.
unit or company and spend a lot of the day
“Each day typically has one battle, with the
practicing military drills and formations.
Union winning one battle and the Confederacy
“We will be eating, living and sleeping
winning the other,” Berg said. “There will
outside the whole time with historically
accurate food and shelter,” said Anna
Jennings, Civil War Club vice president and
civilian head re-enactor.
While soldiers are able to purchase their
uniforms and weapons from “Sutlers,” or Civil
War re-enacting supplies stores, civilians tend
to make their own clothing or have it specially
made for them by others. Jennings added.
Though the Civil War Club does attend
many re-enacting events, it is not a re
enactment specific club.
“We teach what the textbooks and classes
GVL Laker Life Editor

Courtesy Photo / Civil War Club

McCarthy, model their attire

lakerlife@lanthorn.com
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Alumna aids animal rescue
groups:

^92390

Janet Vormittag promotes shelter-alternatives for
Michigan pets through her self-managed magazine
groups, such as Reuben's Room, to promote
local establishments that aid people who
cannot care for their pets.
She emphasizes these organizations to
Graduating from college, one Grand
show
there are alternative places to take
Valley State University alumna never
animals -- and not just to shelters, which
expected to one day promote animal rescue
will euthanize animals if they are not
groups through a self-run magazine
adopted.
Janet Vormittag, the publisher of Cats and
In 2006, three community shelters
Dogs: A Magazine Devoted to Companion
euthanized an average of 23 cats a day, and
Animals, graduated from GVSU in 1994
in 2007, one of these shelters euthanized
with a bachelor’s degree in journalism.
769 kittens and 909 cats, Vormittag said.
She began her career as a local news
Through the promotion
correspondent for The
of
alternative
rescue
Grand Rapids Press after
"I found a way to
centers,
she
hopes
to
her GVSU professor and
combine my love of
lower these numbers.
adviser. Lawrence Beery,
Vormittag
is
doing
sent the Press an article
animals with writing.
a great thing for the
she wrote for class.
... If it's your calling,
community, Buckner said.
“I had a story published
The best thing about the
if it's what you want
before 1 even graduated,”
magazine is it is free,
Vormittag said.
to do, do it."
she added. It is paid for
She worked on the
JANET VORMITTAG
through the donations and
Press’ staff for 10 years,
GV ALUMNA, PUBLISHER
advertisements Vormittag
but when the newspaper
OF CATS AND DOGS
goes out to get.
started downsizing, she
The
magazine
is
thought it the opportune
currently 24 pages, but
time to start her own
Vormittag hopes to expand it to 32 pages.
magazine.
Though she does not see it getting any
Vormittag said the idea came to her when
bigger, she is prepared to play a management
she and a friend were reading “The Artist’s
role if the magazine does expand.
Way,” by Julia Cameron. Cameron’s book
Tricia McDonald, a GVSU alumna
helped her to determine what she wanted to
and
friend of Vormittag, writes a monthly
do, she added.
“I found a way to combine my love of column for the magazine called “Life with
Sally,” dictating her experiences with her
animals with writing,” Vormittag said.
miniature bull terrier.
She started Cats and Dogs in the summer
Like Vormittag. McDonald writesarticles
of 2006 and by December, she published
on the side and sells them to magazines
her first issue.
and newspapers. The two encourage each
In running and publishing the magazine
by herself, she often looks to others for other with difficult writing projects and
McDonald describes her friend as having
support.
a big heart.
“I couldn't do the magazine
“She is a very kind, motivated
without the help of my
person completely devoted to helping
friends
and
family,”
- ■ ^
people realize the other options out
Vormittag said.
there,” McDonald said.
Jeanine Buckner, a friend
It took several years for Vormittag to
and colleague of Vormittag,
figure out what she wanted to pursue
offered any helporconnections
after graduation, but she is happy
she could. Buckner is the
where she ended up and encourages
founder of Reuben’s Room
current students to follow their
Cat Rescue in Grand
own path toward a fulfilling future
Rapids,
one of the
after college.
nonprofit organizations
“If it’s your calling, if it’s
Vormittag
promotes
what you want to do, do it,”
in her magazine.
she said.
Vormittag offers

By Brittney Mestdagh
GVL Staff Writer

space
in
magazine

her
for
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Michigan companies are focused on protecting the environment and
going green. From Lansing-based Granger with state-of-the-art landfill
gas renewable energy technology to Recycling Concepts of West
Michigan Inc., which was named a Michigan Clean Corporate Citizen.
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Announcements
Come check out our June Spe
eds! Come to Manclno's m Al
lendale for Pizza. Beer. Grind
ers. Nachos. Pasta, and GarBc
Cheese Bread. Call us at
616.805 4343 or visit our loca
tion on Lake Michigan Or. (next
to Speedway).

Entertainment

Montes/ U'looles. Daily
Specials Monday $2.73
Oberon. Tuesday $1 Do
mestic Drafts, Drinks, _
off Appetizers. Wednes
day Si Domestic Bottles,
$1 Well Drinks, off apftizers. Thursday $i0
ticket Beer, $3 Featured
Shot Bloody Sundays $4
Burger A Fnes $2.25 Bud
Light Drafts $3 Absolut
Bloody Mary Bar

B

Roommates
Need a roommate? We stm
have a few bedrooms left I
Check out our website for up
dated pictures of the construc
tion process 48west info Call
616006.2400 for Information on
teasing for Fan 2006___________

Services
Luke university Parish, your
Catholic connection at GvSu
Sunday Mass is held every Sun
day at 10:30AM In the AJendato
Christian 8chool located on
64th Ave. one block south of
Lake Michigan Drive, behind the
Family
Fare.
www.gvsucathoiic.org_________
Experienced Attorneys just 3
Mites aw at from Campus For
more information visit our web
site
at
wvrw davidknoesterptc.com or
call us at 616 806 7300
Our Max Checking account
pays 6% APY and offers free
ATMs anywherel Earn the max
on your money Stop into any
branch, call 616.242 9700. or
visit
us
online
at
www LMCu.org

Legal help is here. Tone &
Walsh PlC. MlPs. drunk driv
ing. criminal, civil matters, di
vorce. custody. Fighting for
your fights. Free initial consults
tion.
Call
toll
free:
866-726-1400_______________

Birthdays

Housing

June 29th. our own Assistant
Advertising Manager celebrates
her 20th Birthdayl Thanks far afl
of your herd work! we hope you
have a wonderful yean________

Wanted

Employment

Looking for people to sublease
a t-tttcrest townhouse. Offering
to pay the security deposit of
$300. 4 BD, 2.6 Ra Please con
tact Mariana Saucedo at
773.787.3418________________

ATTENTION GVSU STU
DENTS.
Part-time
work.
$14.26
base-appt,
customer
sales/servfce. Conditions apply.
No experience necessary. FWng
Sprtng and Summer positions.
Call 616-241-6303 or apply onBne at workforstudents.com

Looking for the best In rental
housing? Look no morel Ameri
can FleaXy Specializing m col
lege housing Over GO houses ki
the Grand Rapids area. Totally
remodeled homes that fit to
day's studenL Go visit our
homes online and sign tp to
day I www.amertcan-rBaJty.net.
616-913-9004_______________
1,2,3 and 4 bedroom townhomes with many amenities
avaftabte at Copper Beech. Now
teasing for 08-09. Act now be
fore
they
are
gonel
616-895-2900________________

Opportunities
Army ROTC Start Strong. Wel
coming Incoming freshman and
all QvSU studentsl Earn a
scholarship ..Get Paid...Become
an Army Offlcerl Full Tuition
Scholarships, Monthly Stipend.
Book and Supply Expenses I
Visit us on the web at
www.wmlch.edu/rotc
Brian s Books. Saving you cahs
on your textbooks and whole lot
morel There is a difference. Just
ask upperclassman. Why not
give us a try this semester?
Next to the watertower. 4282
Pierce Street. Allendale.
616 902 4170________________
Deja Vu Showgirl Search! Ra
vine 0 Douglas m Kalamazoo.
Call today for more mfol
260-344-6311._______________
Our Max Checking account
pays 6% APY and offers free
ATMs anywherel Earn the max
on your money Stop Into any
branch, ca» 616.242.0790. or
visit
us
online
at
wwwLMCU.org______________
Oats the adrenaline going.
Yotrs and whoever reads about
It on your resume. Learn. Lead.
Succeed . Become an Army of
ficer. Contact Captain Aaron
Combs at 616-771-9405 or
aeron a combeOwmich.edu.
Classes are now available to
ALL GVSu students and schol
arships are available NOW for
all qualified studentsl

Get your news online at

Lanthorn.com
and leave some feedback.

Think fast think Fed Ex. MUOpte
shifts for your busy schedule!
8reft tunes: 4 am to 9 am. 6
pm. to 10 p.m. Start and end
times may vary by one hour.
Please apply m person between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday
through Thursday. We are lo
cated at 3378 Three MMe Rd
NW Walker Ml 49634._________
We are looking for a male or fe
male representative who can
work for us as a part-time
worker and get paid for all work
you do. You can still keep your
regular job while yxxi are work
ing for us. If interested send
email to mark-scottOtve.com
for more Information.
Large THREE BEDROOM home
for rent $76<Vmonth 1.6 miles
from downtown campus on NW
side. Includes all appliances
and washer and dryer. Cad
616-464-3035 or e-mail bode
gashOiOsbcglobaLnet for tiformation or an appointment

Highland Place Apartments.
One Bedroom apartments m the
heart of downtown. Call us to
find out about our many ameni
ties at 616234.0100 or See us
on the web at www.hlghiandpiaceapartmants.com

LANTHO
CLICK US ON THE WEB
WWW.LANTHORN.COM
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Standele 3-BO 1.6 BA on golf
course. Pets? $1100/month +.
454-9666.___________________
Check out our great savings!
HMlcrest and Country Place
Apartments. Located on 48th
Ave. Leasing for 08/09!
616-806-6060 for more Informa
tion.

Miscellaneous
Fusion Hair Design, Waft-Ins al
ways welcome! womens Cuts.
Mens Cuts. Color. Hi tights.
Waxing. Where Style Is Created!
Col us at 6lG.896.1442. Next to
Forever Sun. 4963 Lake Mtohigan. Allendale.

St. Luke University Parish
Univj,

Your Catholic Connection
at Grand Valley
State University
Parish Office:

rof

6261 Lk. Michigan Dr., HA
Allendale, Ml49401
(616)895-2247

Sunday Mass
... celebrating every Sunday at 10:30 AM in the Allendale
Christian School (on 64th Ave, one block south of Lake Michigan
Drive, behind the Family Fare)

(>■

T U N
N

West Side near GvSu 6 BD 2
BA house Pets? 454-9666

Catholic Campus Ministry

See Puzzle on page 15
— King Crossword

Ottawa Creek Apartments.
Monthly rent as low as
$180/person D8L and cable In
cluded! Spacious 1 and 2 bed
room apts., central air. coin-op
laundry, walkout balcony, dish
washer. large cloeet apace, and
basketball court. Just minutes
from GV8UI Call today
616-453-9190. www.ottawacreek.com.

We have new Masses
beginning in the Fall: 8:30 AM
in Allendale, and 5:30 PM on
Campus.

Join us for Mass on at 9 AM
on July 4th on our property
at 60th Ave.
and Lake Michigan Drive!

www. G VS UCatholic.org
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