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Cliff Taylor Introduction 

Grand Forum 


September 25, 2007 

By Arend D. Lubbers 


It must have been 1997, yet it might be 1998, I accepted an invitation to 

attend a breakfast meeting. I remember neither the time nor occasion. I do 

remember the speaker, Justice Cliff Taylor, of the Michigan Supreme Court. 

I doubt if I accepted the invitation to specifically hear Cliff Taylor speak. 

After listening to him that morning, I would have. I'm here because he is 

here, and obviously this large audience feels the way I do. 

Cliff has little choice about accepting an invitation to speak to a Grand 

Valley audience. Lucille Taylor, his wife only has to say "Cliff, I think you 

should speak at Grand Valley," and he will find a time to do it. Lucille is 

Chair of the Board of Control at the university. Combine that with spousal 

influence, and it is a "done deal." 

What has been so pleasing for us connected to the university is the way 

Lucille and Cliff have adopted the place since her appointment to the Board. 

You would think they were co-chairs of the Alumni Association, and charter 

members of all the booster clubs, the way they participate and show genuine 

interest; even though Cliff is a graduate of the University of Michigan and 

George Washington Law School in Washington, D.C. 
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My reason for being enthusiastic when I first heard Cliff speak was his clear 

judicial philosophy, his ability to relate it to the people's daily lives, and the 

humor interspersed with all the seriousness that comes with justice in a 

democracy. On that day he won my vote so long as he wants to remain on 

the Supreme Court. Though elections for Supreme Court Justices in 

Michigan are non-partisan, both parties become advocates for candidates 

they believe see life and the law as they do. Justice Taylor is more of a strict 

constructionist, and has associated himself with like-minded justices in their 

campaigns for election to the Supreme Court. 

In 1997, Cliff was appointed to the Court by Governor John Engler to fill the 

unexpired term of Justice Dorothy Comstock Riley. In 1998, he was elected 

to fill the rest of her term. It was at the time of that race I was enticed by his 

speech to become his legal disciple. More important, John Engler didn't 

think it necessary to appoint a person with an Irish name to win a Supreme 

Court election. 

Cliff served three years in the Navy, then became an assistant prosecuting 

attorney in Ingham County. He joined the firm of Denfield, Trimmer and 

Seelye, and eventually replaced the Seelye name with his own in the firm's 

title. During his 20 years of practice, his ratings on competence and 

character within his profession identified him as one of Michigan's best, 
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making him a natural for appointment to the Supreme Court when Justice 

Riley retired from that bench. Now, he has that extra pillow on his chair 

elevating him to Chief Justice. I now yield the podium to the boy from Flint, 

the man from Lansing, and the present Chief Justice of the Michigan 

Supreme Court; the most Honorable Clifford W. Taylor. 

3 



	Cliff Taylor Introduction, delivered at the Grand Forum on September 25, 2007
	ScholarWorks Citation

	Grand Forum - Cliff Taylor Introduction




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Grand Forum Clifford Taylor Introduction_September 25 2007.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 1



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

