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with college-related problems” (Person & Rosenbaum, 2006). Recruiting students to attend a 4-

year university is important, but retention is key to making graduation is a reality. Although the 

strategies outlined herein sometimes mention GVSU, there are other institutional models that 

stakeholders can also explore to figure out what best works to further support their Latino 

students. For example, Excelencia in Education is a nonprofit organization that provides a 

framework and awards The Seal of Excelencia to higher education institutions for their work on 

advancing Latino students (2022). While GVSU is one of 30 institutions with this recognition, it 

is the only predominantly white institution (Coffill, 2022). The research and work being done in 

Michigan is context-based and grounded in Latino students being in the minority of their 

environment, yet further research on those other models can help extrapolate other systemic 

and communicative approaches stakeholders in Michigan can further implement to better 

Latino student advancement. 

 Additional to the strategies, stakeholders may also turn to professional development to 

have their organization/staff members further acknowledge and work on the complexities 

related to this topic. For example, How to Advocate for Michigan Latino Student Advancement 

by Better Promoting 4-Year Universities is a simplified document of this research that Alsame 

created for higher education institutions and community advocates to understand and act upon 

more easily (see Appendix 2). This document was shared publicly on Alsame’s social media 

channels and with member institutions.  

 Bettering communicative approaches can help close the Latino student college 

preparation and readiness information gap to ultimately impact Latino student matriculation to 

4-year universities. With so many institutions, governmental agencies, and community 
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advocates working in this space, connectivity and interconnectivity with students, families, and 

higher education institutions can be improved. Although more needs to be done at the systems 

level to truly elevate Latino student college enrollment rates, these strategies can at the very 

least be more easily implemented across the various spaces Latino students participate and find 

themselves in. The strategies sometimes bleed into each other, and perhaps there are more 

strategies worth considering, but it will ultimately take a culmination of various strategies and 

components to truly help Latino students realize their higher education ambitions. Not every 

Latino student will want to attend a higher education institution, let alone a 4-year university, 

and for varying reasons. Although there are various limitations stakeholders have to further 

impact Latino student matriculation to 4-year universities, they should still actively work to 

improve their communicative approaches with these students. Through the implementation of 

strategies related to familial involvement, early & continuous intervention with intentionality, 

embracing the cultural and representation, speaking Spanish, acknowledging the immigration 

story, DACA/undocumented support, and considerations related to general social issues, Latino 

students can better explore their options and opportunities for life after high school.  
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