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Opening Convocation 


Friday, August 25, 2000 

Are you interested to know what a Grand Valley Professor does when he takes a six-year, 

unpaid leave of absence? I thought you might be so I invited Jon Jellema our State 

Representative to address us this morning. He is one of us and he is our State Representative in 

the legislature. When he came to Grand Valley as a 29-year-old instructor I don't believe he 

thought that the academic track upon which he entered would lead to a political career. He was 

steeped in the ac-ademic tradition. His father was· a philosopher of intemation-al note, who after 

teaching careers at Indiana and Calvin, helped to launch Grand Valley, and is the most important 

architect of our liberal arts tradition. Harry Jellema taught his last course at Grand Valley when 

he was 81 years of age. The son inherited the mantle. 

Jon was Director of the Liberal Studies Program, Chairman of the English Department, 

Chairman of the General Education Subcommittee and other important committees as well as 

serving as Vice President and President of the University Senate. 

Some have asked how did Jon Jellema, an academic, develop the political skills to run so 

successfully for office, and serve so successfully his constituents, his University and the State of 

Michigan. If you knew the complexities of our English Department when Jon was Chair, you 

would understand that he had to have his political skills to survive. It was an internship in 

politics under fire. 



. ... 


At the same time he was a member of the Grand Haven School Board, and served as 

President during a teacher's strike. That event prompted him to write the Michigan Association 

of School Boards legislation calling for regional support teams to assist school boards facing 

strikes. He had public visibility. He acted intelligently in the public interest, and as a result was 

asked to run for the legislature. 

He is now completing his third term. Because of his wisdom and intelligence he has 

distinguished himself as a legislator. I am grateful to him for guiding legislation that will bring 

Grand Valley a Health Sciences building, and all of us at the University can appreciate how he 

has represented the district where we now celebrate the academic opening of our University in 

the first year of the millennium. We can have faith in our political leaders when they are like our 

own scholar-politician, Jon Jellema. 

89thI present to you the Honorable Jon Jellema, Representative of the District m 

Michigan. 


	Grand Valley State University
	ScholarWorks@GVSU
	8-25-2000

	Opening Remarks, delivered at Convocation on August 25, 2000
	Arend D. Lubbers
	Recommended Citation


	Opening Convocation Remarks 2000



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Opening Convocation_August 25 2000.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 1


		Passed manually: 1


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 1





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Failed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
