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President’s Message...
by Lisa Rivard, President 2015-2016

“Today’s school leaders must be capable of preparing thoughtful, productive, liter-
ate citizens who contribute individually and collectively to the future well-being of
all, and who are positioned to succeed in a global environment” (Lewis-Spector &
Jay, 2011, p. 3).

The intricacy of educational leadership in this century presents challenges that are
more overwhelming than ever before. Whether you have been appointed a teacher,
principal, curriculum director, or other, you have a vital leadership role to play in
ensuring that all students develop the necessary skills to be successful in all disci- Lisa Rivard
plines within Michigan’s curriculum. Shared leadership among stakeholders both

within our districts and beyond our own communities is necessary in order to actualize educational goals
that promote 21st century learning. This widened approach creates opportunities to partner with others

to promote change and rigor.

Each year, Michigan Reading Association strives to grow and build a strong and healthy membership,
and it is our goal to offer valuable opportunities and benefits to empower and engage the literacy leaders
in our state. All leaders need a springboard to open the discussion with their faculties, staff, and greater
communities about literacy related topics, and there is no better way to provide research and best practice
information then providing our colleagues with Michigan Reading Journal. If you know someone who
would benefit from the news and research within the pages of MR/, please get the journal into their hands.
Good leaders often lead through advancing others in an effort for the greater good.

There is an increasing realization that our world is moving through an era of fundamental change. How will
you know how to navigate in this increasingly complex world? Please know that MRA is here to support
you in the literacy experiences you envision for yourself, your students, your school, and your community.
The future is here and your leadership is important in reshaping instruction in our Great Lakes State.

Enjoy this edition of the MR/

Lisa Rivard, PhD

Dr. Lisa Rivard is the 2015-16 President of the Michigan Reading Association. Lisa is employed as a Language
Arts Consultant at the Macomb Intermediate School District and assists regional schools in developing effective
literacy plans. Dr. Rivard is a graduate of Michigan State Universitys nationally recognized College of Educa-
tion. Most recently, Lisa completed a PhD in instructional technology from Wayne State University where she
teaches classes for district and building level administrators.

Lewis-Spector, J., & Jay, A. B. (2011, April). Leadership for literacy in the 21st century. White Paper published by the Association of Literacy Educators and
Researchers.

2016, Vol. 48, No. 2




Voting Opens
g February 5, 2010

Y\eading 4
S

<>
> (o)
0 C.

g
*

= G

&.
@)
5

A

2016 MRA Election
3 Ways to Vote

1. Vote online at michiganreading.org. All current members with a
valid email address will be sent a link for easy electronic voting.
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2. Request a paper ballof by contacting the MRA Office at
616) 647-9310.

3. Vote at the MIRA Annual Meefing during the Annual Conference.
The Annual Meeting will be held Saturday, March 19, 2016 at 4:00
PM at the Cobo Center.

Please take the fime to read each candidate’s bio and vote.
Your vote is important to the future of the
Michigan Reading Association.
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Online voling is open February 5 - March 13
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Onsite Registration
Online Registration closes 3/1; Onsite Registration available
starting Friday, March 18 from 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM.
Members Non-Members

3 Day Registration - $215 3 Day Registration - $295
1 Day Registration - $170 1 Day Registration - $220

Membership Fee - $35

*discounted refiree &
student rates available

Jane Feber

Matt de la Pefia | $haro? Fiake




Creating Classroom Environments to Meet the

Needs of Students with Learning Disabilities
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