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Story Time in the Park:
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Creating Community
through Reading

books. As one family said, “I loved being outside in the

By Alex Jacobsson, GVSU Staff

S

park with all kinds of neighbors appreciating our two

communities of Garfield Park and Alger Heights. This was

Created by Dr. Barbara Lubic in June 2009, the program

the first summer Story Time was held in the park, moving

has grown to now host approximately 1,000 children. The

from its former location on Eastern Avenue. The new

event is held Tuesday evenings in June, July, and August.

location allowed families to enjoy the playground, network

Each week, children receive a free book and a bowl of ice

with friends and neighbors, and listen to volunteers read

cream from Pinkie’s Ice Cream and Desserts truck. The

tory Time in the Park turns summer literacy into a
weekly ice cream social at Garfield Park, serving the
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favorite things: books and ice cream.”
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“My boys liked
getting a new book
each week and read
it multiple times
before the next
week.”
— Participant

“We love being with
community and neighbors.”
— Participant
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program is supported by the Grand Valley State Univer-

a wide variety of books at Story Time to allow all children

sity’s College of Education and a grant from the Steelcase

to find something that sparks their interest and engage

Foundation.

them in reading. The program serves as a way to provide

Alger Heights and Garfield Park are diverse neighborhoods

“services to children that allow them to grow, learn, and

representing many socio-economic, religious, and racial

become healthy, happy, and productive adults,” Lubic said.

groups. Bringing diverse groups together around reading

Visit “Story Time in the Park” on Facebook for more

allows the community to connect and collaborate to pro-

information about the program and to receive updates

mote literacy and community enrichment. Lubic supplies

about the 2018 program.

...And Still
Counting!
Books
shared:

Family
Participants:

6,500+

860+

“It was great
to take our
daughter to
the park and
meet other
people from the
neighborhood.”
— Participant

Pinkie’s Ice
Cream Served:

12,000+ cups
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