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Teachers as Writers

This new section sets aside a place for teachers to publish original poetry, short stories, or snapshot memoirs
related to teaching (approx. 500 words or less). Reading other teacher’s writing can be most inspiring.

These first pieces contain vivid childhood memoirs by two teacher education students at UM-Flint. They
poignantly apply their life stories to their future roles as teachers of writers.

A Child’s Innocence

BY CARRIE BURNARD
Lake OrioN, MICHIGAN

It is unusually quiet in the house for summertime.
It is a rare day because everyone is either work-

ing, visiting a friend’s house, or playing outside.
Usually my nine brothers and sisters are at home.
That means a lot of commotion when compounded
with the stream of neighborhood kids that visit
every day. On this day, I am sitting at the kitchen
table with my pad of paper and a pen. It’s good
that it’s quiet, because I am writing a poem for my
grandma. I really want my grandma to like this
poem because I want her to be proud of me. I also
want some attention from her. I like to read poems,
so I think I should be able to write them, too. I start
by thinking about what my grandma likes. I know
she loves animals, flowers, and kites. I throw ideas
around in my head for a while, and then I decide

to write a poem about a kite. After many re-writes,
the poem is complete. I make a kite out of paper and
copy the poem onto it.

I think it is a masterpiece and go downstairs to
give it to my grandma. I start to wonder if it is

too short, or if it makes sense, or if I should have
written about animals instead. I take a deep breath
and knock on her door. She calls me inside. I shyly
walk up to her. I tell her I wrote a poem for her,
and she gets a big smile on her face. She takes the
poem from me and gets ready to read. She makes

a production out of it by standing up and clearing
her throat. My grandma loves drama. She begins to
read, “A kite, a kite, I see a bright white kite that is
flying in the sky. And when I went I said goodbye

I will let you fly.” She seems to instinctively know
how to read it with the right flow and voice! She

hugs me and says it is a wonderful kite poem. She
then hangs it on the wall, which to me is the biggest
validation of all. She says she wants to hang it
there so she can see it every day.

I don’t know if I can adequately describe the feeling
I had inside that day. I just remember a grin from
ear to ear. I was eight when I wrote that poem. I
don’t know how long my grandma kept my poem on
her wall, but it eventually ended up in her scrap-
book. Two years ago, when my grandma died, my
family and I went through all of her things. When

I found that scrapbook and read that poem again,
those warm feelings came back to me. I instantly
got another grin on my face that went from ear

to ear. When I read it a second time, I felt, “Wait!
How did I think this poem was so good?” I just
don’t remember what I was thinking those many
years ago.

Now, I read into the poem and give it new meaning.
When I read it, I think of the white kite as being a
child’s innocence and the poem is the child’s pro-
cess of moving into adulthood. She is leaving the
kite there for some other child.

While I was very nervous about sharing my poem
with my grandma, she made me feel special for
doing so. I could truly trust my grandma to respect
my hard work. This is very important when teach-
ing children to write. They are innocent, just like
the white kite. They need a supportive, caring, and
trusting environment where they can write and
share their work. They deserve that warm feeling
inside and a grin from ear to ear!
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TEACHERS AS WRITERS

Midnights with the Invisible Kid

BY WENDY HARWOOD
Owosso, MICHIGAN

My eyes pop open; darkness surrounds my little bed.
Blackness peers through my half-open curtain. It is
not yet time to wake from my slumber, but for some
reason, I am wide-awake. I quietly peel my covers
from my stiff body and slide down the ladder. My
tiny bare toes hit the cold floor. I close my eyes as if
to prevent the inevitable creek from the wooden floor
beneath me. I look to see my sister, still curled into
a ball with a bundle of blankets at her feet. I quietly
make my way to the French doors that tower over
my 7-year-old frame. I pull with everything I have to
open those monstrous gates. The warm shag carpet
between my toes is a welcome feeling. I rush to the
kitchen.

I stand leaning against the archway. I do not want
him to know that I am here yet. I watch him. He

sits in a dilapidated old chair, the same chair from
when he was a boy. He scribbles with the black
Parker that he always keeps in his shirt pocket.

His Super Dad powers tell him that I am standing
behind him. He rises from the chair and, in one step,
stands in front of the chocolate brown refrigerator.
The cold air rushes over my feet. He produces a glass
bottle of Pepsi. I step onto the yellow linoleum and
run to my seat. My Super Kid powers will make me
invisible until I want him to see me. He sits, now
with two glasses in his hand. It is time to shut off
my cloaking devise. He laughs as he acts shocked to
see me sitting there.

A draft blows in from under the back door. I pull
my knees into my Garfield nightgown. I drink the
contraband and hope that my mom does not wake

up.

“Do you want to hear it?”

What was he thinking? Would I have risked waking
the whole family to sit in the drafty old kitchen,
freezing to death while watching him scribble
unknown words in a legal pad? Probably. But
tonight I wanted to hear about the magical places
my father had written about. I wanted to feel the
warm wind blow through my hair as I flew away on
some mystical creature that escaped his imagina-
tion.

A simple nod was all it took. I sat in awe of the way
the words rolled from his lips. I wanted to write like
that. I wanted my stories to make people wake from
a sound sleep to come and listen.

I knew then that the power of writing far surpassed
human power. Writing was a place where you could
be immortal. My father taught me that. Through
his model, I learned the secrets of writing. When
my father was sick, he would have me sit at the end
of his bed. With just enough light to see, I would
read him his favorite books and poems. I would read
the stories that I wrote for him, and my Super Kid
powers would tell me that it made him feel better.

Children need to know that writing is important
and powerful. When they see that you are excited
about it and love it, they will follow. Teaching is not
just about techniques and devices, but also about
the feeling and the force that writing puts into you.
When children learn that they have a voice and the
tools to use that voice, they can learn to express
themselves in ways that they may have never
known.
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Michigan Reading Association Publication Order Form

BOOKMARKS

Content Area Bookmarks

Effective reading strategies at your fingertips — just tuck
these information-packed cards into your lesson plan
book for practical easy-to-use techniques. ©1991, 18
4x11 cards, K-12. $6.00

Supplemental Strategies Content Area Book-

marks II

More learning and thinking strategies to enhance effective
content area teaching. Designed to illustrate how to put
current research into instructional practice. ©1998, 16
4x11 cards, K-12. $8.00

Special!
Content Area Bookmarks I & IT
Set of each of the above strategies. $12.00

Writing Bookmarks

Ideas for helping students effectively use the writing
process to produce both narrative and informational text.
By the Michigan Department of Education Early Literacy
Committee. ©1998, 27 4x11 cards, K-12. $8.00

Literacy Connections - Effective Strategies that
Work Bookmarks

Help your students make connections in comprehen-
sion, metacognition/study skills, vocabulary, fluency
and word identification with these learning and thinking
bookmarks.

©2002, 33 4x11 cards, K-12.  $9.00
Please send order form and payment to:

Michigan Reading Association
668 Three Mile Road NW, Suite C

Grand Rapids, MI 49544
Credit card orders may be faxed to (616) 647-9378

PUBLICATIONS

A View Inside

Come inside the schools and classrooms of eleven educa-
tors as they share their stories. Best practices are shared
for first grade classrooms through University teacher
education courses. These practices offer classroom-based
examples that enable all students to achieve Michigan’s
ELA content standards. ©1999. $12.00

Linking - Developing Strategic Readers and

Writers in the Primary Classroom

Link your classroom experiences to current research
and practice. Based on the work of Regie Routman and
Marie Clay, topics include developmental awareness and
strategies for reading and writing, plus advice on various
types of assessment. By Michigan Reading Recovery
Teacher, Stevie Brinkerhoff. ©1993, Revised 1998, 91
pages. $10.00

Kaleidoscope 2004 or 2005

Outstanding student writing to share with your class! This
collection of more than 100 prize winning writings by
Michigan’s Young Authors can serve as models to motivate
your students. Recreated annually. $6.00

Writing to Learn Handbooks for Social Studies,

Science & Math

These new, teacher-friendly handbooks will prepare stu-
dents for success on MEAP tests and more importantly, will
improve thinking and learning in Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies. ©2001. $12.00

Michi
Reading.

ing

V| )\

A Michigan Non-profit Corporation

(Please call MRA at 800-672-7323 if you have difficul-

FLIPCHARTS

The ABC’s of Reading Strategies for Volunteers

A quick “how-to” guide for volunteers and tutors. Designed
for the layman, this flipchart offers a variety of ideas to
help your volunteers and tutors be more effective and

informed. $3.00

English Language Arts Content Standards and
Working Draft Benchmarks

Ahandy guide to the Michigan English Language Arts Con-
tent Standards, adopted by the State Board of Education in
July 1995, and the curriculum frameworks which contain
the standards. $3.00

What Do Parents Want to Know About Early
Literacy Programs?

Perfect for parents of young readers! Concise explanations
to common questions concerning early literacy programs.
Issues covered include components of a quality program,
phonics instruction, writing process, and invented spelling
along with practice tips on how parents can help their child
achieve success in school. By the Michigan Department of
Education Early Literacy Committee. ©1997. $2.00

Teaching Literacy to ESL Students Research and

Best Practice

Designed as a flipchart, research evidence is presented along
with implications for classroom application. Areas include
the goals of reading, decoding, vocabulary, comprehension,
self concept, scaffolds, cooperative grouping, authentic
assessment, materials selection, and family support. The
Michigan definition of reading, a glossary and an extensive
bibliography are also included. ©2000. $3.00

MEAP: Preparation and Best Practices

Effective classroom practices to use with students while
preparing for the MEAP will be presented in this easy-to-
use flipchart. Relevant for all subject areas, ten effective
classroom practices to use with all students will be shared
along with practices to avoid. $3.00

Place orders online at: www.michiganreading.org ties submitting your order online. Thank you!)

TITLE OF PUBLICATION QUANTITY PRICE

y law we are required fo charge sales tax. *If your organization is paying with a pur- Subtotal
If you are a tax-exempt organization, please chase ordeér gl id £ PO witl Sales Tax: ADD 6%
provide documention with your order. Shipping & Handling: ADD 10% on subto

the order form.

Company/Institution: N
Name: Phone:
Address: City, State, ZIP:
Method of Payment: D CHECK (payable to Michigan Reading Association) I:l PURCHASE ORDER* D VISA I:l MasterCard

Signature (required on all credit card payments)
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great opportunity to have a student from your school

KALEIDOSCOPE 2006

The Michigan Reading Association is sponsoring a

building become published!

It's as easy as...

1. Select a piece of writing from your building

2. Fill out the Student Information Sheet

3. Proofread selection and edit with student writer
4. Mail the writing and information by the deadline

SPECIFIC GUIDELINES:

One entry per school building, any grade K-12.

Manuscript must be original. Prose or poetry may be

entered.
Students may submit a black line drawing with entry

on a separate sheet of 8 1/2” x 11” paper (due to space

limitations, drawing may not be published).

Manuscript must be typed, double-spaced on 8 1/2” x

11” paper.

Manuscript must be in “polished” form (no invented
spellings).

WORD LIMIT:

* K- 6"grade 250 words
= 7" — 12" grade 500 words

Student Information Sheet must be completed and
attached to entry.
Mail entry to :

Kaleidoscope Entry

Michigan Reading Association
668 Three Mile Road, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49544

Student Information Sheet
This form must be completed and attached to entry!

Title of Entry

Student s Name Grads

Student Address

Ciry State AP Code

School Address

City Stafe ZIP Code

i)
School Phone (include ares code)

Teachers Name (please prinf)

Frincipal’s Signsture
A submitted entry gives Michigan Reading
Association permission to publish manuscript in
KALEIDOSCOPE 2006.

For more information contact the Michigan Reading Association office,
800.MRA.READ.

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: DECEMBER 16, 2005
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