
The Foundation Review The Foundation Review 

Volume 14 Issue 1 

6-2022 

Front Matter 14.1 and 14.2 Front Matter 14.1 and 14.2 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr 

 Part of the Nonprofit Administration and Management Commons, Public Administration Commons, 

Public Affairs Commons, and the Public Policy Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
(2022). Front Matter 14.1 and 14.2. The Foundation Review, 14(1). https://doi.org/10.9707/
1944-5660.1604 

Copyright © 2022 Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State University. The Foundation 
Review is reproduced electronically by ScholarWorks@GVSU. https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr 

https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/vol14
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/vol14/iss1
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr?utm_source=scholarworks.gvsu.edu%2Ftfr%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1228?utm_source=scholarworks.gvsu.edu%2Ftfr%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/398?utm_source=scholarworks.gvsu.edu%2Ftfr%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/399?utm_source=scholarworks.gvsu.edu%2Ftfr%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/400?utm_source=scholarworks.gvsu.edu%2Ftfr%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.9707/1944-5660.1604
https://doi.org/10.9707/1944-5660.1604
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr


The Peer-Reviewed Journal of Philanthropy  The Peer-Reviewed Journal of Philanthropy  

VOL. 14 ISSUES 1 & 2  |  MARCH/JUNE 2022

Since 2009

Results 	

Considering Participatory 
Grantmaking in an Anti-Racist, 
LGBTQ+ Community Foundation.. . . . . . . 7

Sector 	

Faith-Based Public Foundations.. . . . . . 21

Grassroots Environmental 
Justice Work.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

Reflective Practice 	

Lead, Advise, Witness: 
Shifting Mindsets to 
Achieving Impact at Scale.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

Results 	

Learning Out of Crisis.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57

Sector 	

Immediate Needs and 
Systemic Solutions.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

Tools 	

How a Community Foundation’s 
Disaster Framework Guided 
Rapid Pandemic Response.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

Reflective Practice 	

Respectful Tribal Partnership......... 93

Diving Deep on Equity and Power.... 104

Special Section: Philanthropy’s 
Response to the Crises of 2020

doi: 10.9707/1944-5660.1604



The Foundation Review is the first peer-reviewed 
journal of philanthropy, written by and for foundation 
staff and boards and those who work with them. 
With a combination of rigorous research and 
accessible writing, it can help you and your team 
put new ideas and good practices to work for more 
effective philanthropy. 

The Foundation Review is published quarterly by the 
Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand 
Valley State University in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Learn more at https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/.

Free Trial Subscription

Start your 90-day free online trial at https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/for_
subscribers.html.

Multisite Pricing for Institutions

Full price for one site, plus a 50% discount for each additional site.

Plus...

Your subscription includes access to FREE webinars based on issue articles!

ONLINE 
1 YEAR, 4 ISSUES

Individual........................................$90

Institutional.................................. $375 

Student............................................ $42

HOW TO ORDER

j	 Call Us: 
(717) 632-3535

j	 Go Online: 
https://eoc.sheridan.com/foundation/

j	 Send an Email: 
pubsvc.tsp@sheridan.com

PRINT & ONLINE
1 YEAR, 4 ISSUES

Individual........................................$112

Institutional..................................$425 $30 service fee added to international print orders.

Sponsor Subscriptions
If you or your organization are interested 
in supporting the work of The Foundation 
Review, please contact Teri Behrens at 
behrenst@foundationreview.org.

Become a Partner
Discounted subscriptions are offered to 
members of partner organizations. For 
more information, contact Pat Robinson 
at pat.robinson@gvsu.edu.

Subscribe today!

https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/for_subscribers.html
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/for_subscribers.html
https://eoc.sheridan.com/foundation/
mailto:pubsvc.tsp@sheridan.com
mailto:behrenst@foundationreview.org
mailto:pat.robinson@gvsu.edu


Editor in Chief
Teresa R. Behrens

Associate Editor
Pat Robinson

Art Director
Karen Hoekstra

Copyright © 2022 Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
at Grand Valley State University. The Foundation Review is a 
registered trademark of Grand Valley State University. 

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY VOL. 14 ISSUES 1 & 2

The Foundation Review is the first peer-reviewed 

journal of philanthropy, written by and for 

foundation staff and boards and those who work 

with them implementing programs. Each quarterly 

issue of The Foundation Review provides peer-

reviewed reports about the field of philanthropy, 

including reports by foundations on their own work. 

Our Mission: To share evaluation results, tools, and 

knowledge about the philanthropic sector in order 

to improve the practice of grantmaking, yielding 

greater impact and innovation.

The Foundation Review is a proud product of the 

Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy at 

Grand Valley State University.

Statement of the 
Editorial Advisory Board

We believe that the forthright sharing 

of information among foundations 

and nonprofits builds a knowledge 

base that strengthens their ability 

to effectively address critical social 

issues. We encourage foundation 

donors, boards, and staff to honor this 

transparency in their own practices 

and to support others who do so.

Founding Editorial 
Advisory Board

Robert F. Ashcraft, Ph.D. 

Lodestar Center for Philanthropy 

and Nonprofit Innovation 

Arizona State University

Patricia Patrizi 

Patrizi Associates

Michael Quinn Patton, Ph.D. 

Utilization-Focused Evaluation

Hallie Preskill, Ph.D. 

FSG

Patrick Rooney, Ph.D. 

Lilly Family School of Philanthropy  

Indiana University

Cover Photo: Tiana Hawver answers a call as a volunteer 

for Grand Valley State University’s Virus Action Team call 

line in September 2020. Hawver is the office coordinator at 

the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy at GVSU. 

Photographer: Kendra Stanley-Mills



2       The Foundation Review  //  thefoundationreview.orgThis publication is printed with soy ink. Printed in USA.

Sponsorship and Sponsor Subscriptions
If you or your organization are interested in sponsoring an issue on a particular topic or in supporting 
the work of The Foundation Review, please contact Teri Behrens at behrenst@foundationreview.org.

Partner Discounts
Discounted subscriptions are offered to members of partner organizations. If you are a member of the 
following organizations, please use the code below for a 20% discount off the price of a subscription at 
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/for_subscribers.html.

Contact Pat Robinson at pat.robinson@gvsu.edu for more information.

•  ABFE (ABFE) abfe.org

•  American Evaluation Association (AEA) eval.org

•  The Communications Network (CN) comnetwork.org

•  Council of Michigan Foundations (CMF) michiganfoundations.org

•  Council on Foundations (COF) cof.org

•  Emerging Practitioners in Philanthropy (EPIP) epip.org

•  The Funders’ Network (FN) fundersnetwork.org

•  Grantmakers for Education (GFE) edfunders.org

•  Grantmakers for Effective Organizations (GEO) geofunders.org

•  LearnPhilanthropy (LP) learnphilanthropy.org

•  Mississippi Alliance of Nonprofits and Philanthropy (ALLIANCE) alliancems.org

•  National Network of Consultants to Grantmakers (NNCG) nncg.org

•  PEAK Grantmaking (PEAK) peakgrantmaking.org

•  United Philanthropy Forum (FORUM) unitedphilforum.org

•  WINGS (WINGS) wingsweb.org

Foundation and Donor Services at the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy
Philanthropy is a constantly evolving sector. Let us help you navigate the changing field with research, 
knowledge, and training tailored to your needs. If you want to advance your career, strengthen your 
organization’s future, or improve the effectiveness of your giving, we can help.

Our programs are designed to meet the learning needs of grantmakers and donors: The Foundation 
Review, The Grantmaking School, OurStateofGenerosity.org, the Frey Foundation Chair for Family 

Philanthropy, and the W.K. Kellogg Community Philanthropy Chair.

Permissions
Abstracting is permitted with credit to the source. Sponsored articles and articles that have been in 
publication for two years or more are unlocked and published open access as a free download. Open 
access articles are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Noncommercial No Derivative 
Works License. Permission may be requested to photocopy or reproduce materials published in articles 
that are locked for subscribers by contacting the Copyright Clearance Center at www.copyright.com, 
or by sending an email to info@copyright.com.

Contact Pat Robinson at pat.robinson@gvsu.edu for more information.

mailto:behrenst@foundationreview.org.
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/for_subscribers.html
mailto:pat.robinson@gvsu.edu
www.copyright.com
mailto:info@copyright.com
mailto:pat.robinson@gvsu.edu


The Foundation Review  //  Vol 14, Issues 1 & 2       3

Results 	

Giving With Pride: Considering 
Participatory Grantmaking in an 
Anti-Racist, LGBTQ+ Community 
Foundation
Elizabeth J. Dale, Ph.D., Seattle University, 
and Nicole J. Plastino, M.N.P.L., Nonprofit 
Development Consultant

Sector 	

Faith-Based Public Foundations: 
Identifying the Field and Assessing Its 
Impact
Allison K. Ralph, Ph.D., Aspen Institute; 
Brad R. Fulton, Ph.D., Indiana University; 
and Samuel Allen, B.A., Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges

Grassroots Environmental Justice 
Work and Philanthropy: Challenges 
and Opportunities 
Jennifer S. Ramirez, Ph.D., Ana I. Baptista, 
Ph.D., Molly Greenberg, M.S.W., Adrienne 
Perovich, M.P.A., and Anna Yulsman, M.A., 
The New School; Antonio Lopez, Ph.D., 
Chicago Frontlines Funding Initiative, 
and Andrew Rosenberg, Ph.D., Union of 
Concerned Scientists

Reflective Practice 	

Lead, Advise, Witness: Shifting 
Mindsets to Achieving Impact at Scale
Jeffrey Sunshine, Ph.D., and Bernadette 
Sangalang, Ph.D., David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

7

21

33

47

Vol. 14, Issue 1 Vol. 14, Issue 2
Philanthropy’s Response to the Crises of 2020

Results 	

Out of Crisis, Learnings Shape Future 
Grantmaking
Stacie S. Cherner, M.A., M.S.W., Jim Joseph 
Foundation 

Sector 	

Immediate Needs and Systemic 
Solutions: Harnessing a Collective Crisis 
Response by Regional Philanthropy 
Alongside Systemic Change
Clotilde Perez-Bode Dedecker, M.A., 
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo; 
and Nancy M. Blaschak, M.B.A., Consultant

Tools 	

How a Community Foundation’s 
Disaster Framework Guided Rapid 
Pandemic Response 
Steven W. Mumford, Ph.D., University of 
New Orleans, and Isabel Barrios, B.A., and 
Kellie Chavez Greene, M.F.A., Greater New 
Orleans Foundation

Reflective Practice 	

Respectful Tribal Partnership: 
What Philanthropy Can Learn From 
the Navajo Nation’s Collaborative 
Response to the COVID-19 Crisis
Nancy Petersen, M.S., Karletta Chief, Ph.D., 
Toni M. Massaro, J.D., and Nikki Tulley, M.S., 
University of Arizona; Crystal Tulley- 
Cordova, Ph.D., Navajo Nation Department 
of Water Resources, and Jonelle Vold, J.D., 
University of Arizona Foundation

Diving Deep on Equity and Power: 
Exploring Shifts in Philanthropic 
Practice With the Iceberg Model
Sonia Taddy-Sandino, M.P.I.A., Engage R+D; 
Kim Ammann Howard, Ph.D., James Irvine 
Foundation; and Lori Nascimento, M.P.H., 
The California Endowment

93

76

57

65

104

Executive Summaries........................... 117

Call for Papers........................................ 121



4       The Foundation Review  //  thefoundationreview.org

Editorial
We are combining the first two issues of Volume 14 into one print edition. The 
impact of COVID-19 on authors and reviewers continued to be a challenge to 
timelines. Issue 1 is an unthemed issue; Issue 2, presented as a special section, 
addresses how foundations responded to the public health and social justice 
crises of 2020 and their continued impact. In case you need to be reminded of the 
impact of the pandemic, our cover photo captures the feeling of those early days.

Dale and Plastino examine how two major philanthropic paradigms, 
participatory grantmaking and trust-based philanthropy, were applied by a 
regional LGBTQ+ funder as part of a broader commitment to social justice. This 
case study describes the importance of the right staffing, clear communication, 
community participation, clarity on funding restrictions, and overall 
organizational readiness to implementing these new approaches.

While faith traditions play a key role in shaping philanthropy for many 
individuals, Ralph, Fulton, and Allen examine how they are related to giving 
by public foundations. They analyzed Form 990 data and estimated that 24% of 
all public charities operate as foundations and that 17% of public foundations are 
faith-based. This article provides an approach for scholars to analyze relationships 
between religion and philanthropy and may help nonprofits identify funders that 
share a similar orientation toward religion.

Ramirez, Baptista, Greenberg, Perovich, Yulsman, Lopez, and Rosenberg 
conducted a landscape study of environmental funders and grassroots 
environmental justice organizations in the Gulf South and the Midwest. The 
foundations they studied awarded the bulk of their environmental funding to 
mainstream organizations and a small fraction to grassroots environmental 
justice groups. This article offers specific strategies and opportunities for 
funders to address the misalignments between funders and these grassroots 
organizations. The impacts of climate change are becoming more apparent every 
day and these grassroots organizations are at ground zero in communities that 
are most affected.

As program staff at the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, Sunshine and 
Sangalang have had an opportunity to work on Starting Smart and Strong, a 
10-year, place-based initiative in three California communities, to develop and 
test solutions for school readiness. Seven years in, the authors offer key insights 
into their experiences and how their approach to scaling impact has shifted over 

Dear readers,
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the course of the strategy. Scaling interventions is often driven by foundations. 
As with designing programs, bringing them to scale is best accomplished by 
listening deeply to communities and honoring how they define scale. Building 
on systems built by community members resulted in creative, locally owned 
solutions to achieve impact.

One of the foundation practices that had to adapt during the crises of 2020 was 
evaluation. Cherner explores how the Jim Joseph Foundation modified their 
learning plans to take advantage of the “forced experimentation” imposed by the 
pandemic. As the lockdown began in March 2020, the foundation paused ongoing 
research and evaluation projects and crafted new learning questions and plans 
to take advantage of the opportunities in the moment. It redeployed resources to 
assess how the internal foundation team responded to the crisis, how grantees 
pivoted to online programming, and how the crisis and online programming 
were experienced by target populations. This case study provides an example of 
how to use evaluation as a management tool in a time of crisis.

Perez-Bode Dedecker and Blaschak describe how a group of more than 60 
foundations came together in Western New York to collectively respond to 
the COVID-19 crisis. Rather than only respond to immediate needs, they also 
wanted to innovate and strengthen the region’s ability to face the future. A 
“request for ideas” sought out visionary concepts from nonprofit leaders that were 
collaborative, included multiple sectors, and addressed persistent challenges by 
centering race and lived experience. Grants were awarded to develop concepts in 
housing and homelessness, health equity, education, arts and culture, substance 
use disorders, criminal justice, digital literacy, and refugee services. This ongoing 
work exemplifies using the crises as an opportunity to change systems to achieve 
more equitable outcomes.

Mumford, Barrios, and Chavez Greene share the experience of the Greater New 
Orleans Foundation in responding to the concurrent disasters of 2020. Through 
its experience with Hurricane Katrina and subsequent disasters in the region, 
the foundation had developed a flexible disaster framework that emphasizes four 
broad principles — resilience, sustainability, civic participation, and equity. This 
article describes how the foundation is applying that framework to respond to 
COVID-19 and concurrent disasters in ways that mitigate immediate harms while 
laying the groundwork for an equitable long-term recovery.

(continued on next page)
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Teresa R. Behrens, Ph.D.
Editor in Chief, The Foundation Review
Executive Director, Dorothy A. Johnson Center 
for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State University

The COVID-19 pandemic had a disparately harsh impact on Indigenous peoples, 
with U.S. death rates far higher for Native Americans than for the white 
population. Effective collaboration with these communties must be based on 
respecting the leadership and values of the Navajo Nation. Petersen, Chief, 
Massaro, Tulley, Tulley-Cordova, and Vold describe an effort to ensure clean 
water, building on honor and respect for the Diné — “The People” — as the 
Navajo call themselves. This model can be replicated by funders working with 
multiple experts, agencies, and governments to promote equity and justice in any 
philanthropic venture.

Taddy-Sandino, Ammann Howard, and Nascimento provide a model for 
funders to confront systemic racism by examining the practices, policies, 
structures, mindsets, and cultural norms that govern how foundations operate. 
The California Endowment and the James Irvine Foundation used the iconic 
iceberg model as a tool to deeply explore eight tangible, equity-focused changes 
in the way they practice philanthropy. The authors reflect on what it takes to shift 
norms, structures, and power in ways that lead to equitable outcomes and embed 
equity throughout an organization.

In an era of accelerating climate change and social divisiveness, it is more 
important than ever that foundations have intellectual, ethical, and practical 
frameworks to guide their actions. The articles in this combined issue offer some 
valuable places to start.

Editorial  (continued)
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