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IRA, NEA join to celebrate
'Read Across America'
NEWARK, Delaware - On March 2 the International Reading Association joined in
partnership with the National Education Association to celebrate "Read Across America." The
annual celebration honors the birthday of
Theodore Seuss Geisel, known to Americans as
Dr. Seuss, the beloved author of Cat in the Hat.
"Members of the International Reading Association enthusiastically join the 'Cat in the Hat'
in celebration of Dr. Seuss," said IRA President
Carol M. Santa. "We challenge each adult to
share his or her favorite book with a young friend
on March 2, as together we pass on the love of
reading and the thrill of making new friends in
literature."
IRA Executive Director Alan Farstrup added,
"Research tells us that when children read more
they read better, and when they read a lot outside of school they do better in school. We're
encouraging all Americans to join us in celebrating Dr. Seuss's birthday by reading with
children."
Specific activities planned for the Read Across
America celebration may include:
• Choral readings (reading aloud together
in schools).
• Community gatherings in libraries.
• Celebrity events in bookstores.
• Families curling up together at home with
a book.

Tools to help plan celebrations such as a
sample letter to a local newspaper, a sample
school board presentation, and a sample government resolution can be found at the Read
Across America Web site, www.nea.org/
readacross
In addition, the NEA Web site lists five important keys for parents to help their children
become good readers:
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(1) Start early. Read books every day with
your children - even babies.
(2) Talk with your child a lot.
(3) Teach children about the printed word
when you are reading.
(4) Teach comprehension skills. When you
read, talk about what's happening.
( 5) Surround your children with things to
read.
NEA and the International Reading Association
believe that the Read Across America celebration
will help focus attention on the importance of early
reading. They also believe the celebration will
move the United States toward the goal of having
all children reading well at grade level by third
grade, and will build a sense of community around
our public schools.
"The Read Across America celebration complements efforts by the U.S. administration to spotlight
reading with the America Reads initiative," said
Farstrup. "The use of qualified volunteers supervised by professionals, to provide individual help
to students having difficulty is a strategy we can
all support."
The IRA has published several brochures designed to assist parents in helping their children
become readers. Single copies are available free
with a self-addressed stamped envelope. To order these and other International Reading
Association publications, write to the International Reading Association, 800 Barksdale Road,
PG Box 8139, Newark, DE 19714-8139, USA;
or call the Order Department telephone: 800336-READ, ext. 266; Fax: 302-731-1057; or
visit our online bookstore at
http://
bookstore.reading.org
For more information on the celebration, contact the public information office at
302-731-1600, ext. 293.
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Michigan Reading Association Publications
BOOKMARKS

FLIP CHARTS

PUBLICATIONS

Content Area Bookmarks Effective
reading strategies at your fingertips -just tuck
these information packed cards into your lesson
plan book for practical easy-to-use techniques.

The ABC's of Reading Strategies
for Volunteers A quick "how-to" guide

A View Inside - Come inside the schools

©1991, 18 4xll cards, K-12;

$6.00

Supplemental Strategies Content
Area Bookmarks II More learning
and thinking strategies to enhance effective
content area teaching. Designed to illustrate
how to put current research into instructional
practice. ©1998, 16 4xll cards, K-12;

$8.00

Special - Content Area
Bookmarks I & II Set of each of
the above strategies, $12.00

Writing Bookmarks

Ideas for helping
students effectively use the writing process to
produce both narrative and informational text.
By the Michigan Department of Education
Early Literacy Committee. ©1998, 27 4xll
cards, K-12;

$8.00

for volunteers and tutors. Designed for the
layman, this flipchart offers a variety of ideas
to help your volunteers and tutors be more
effective and informed. $3.00

English Language Arts Content
Standards and Working Draft
Benchmarks A handy guide to the
Michigan English Language Arts Content
Standards, adopted by the State Board of
Education in July 1995, and the curriculum
frameworks which contain the standards.
Every teacher should have one in anticipation
of MEAP 2001. $3.00

What Do Parents Want to Know
About Early Literacy Programs?
Perfect for parents of young readers! Concise
explanations to common questions concerning
early literacy programs. Issues covered include
components of a quality program, phonics
instruction, writing process, and invented
spelling along with practice tips on how
parents can help their child achieve success in
school. By the Michigan Department of
Education Early Literacy Committee. ©1997;

$2.00

New!

Teaching Literacy to ESL Students Research and Best Practice.

Designed as
a flipchart, research evidence is presented along with implications for classroom application.
Areas include the goals of reading, decoding, vocabulary, comprehension, self concept, scaffolds,
cooperative grouping, authentic assessment, materials selection, and family support. The Michigan
definition of reading, a glossary and an extensive bibliography are also included. ©2000: $3.00

Quantity

Title of Publication

Price
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Shipping & Handling: Add 10%
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MRA Federal Tax ID: 38-3020297

City, State, Zip: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Card Account Number:
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$12.00

Linking - Developing Strategic
Readers and Writers in the Primary
Classroom Link your classroom experiences
to current research and practice. Based on the
work of Regie Routman and Marie Clay, topics
include developmental awareness and
strategies for reading and writing, plus advice
on various types of assessment. By Michigan
Reading Recovery Teacher, Stevie Brinkerhoff,

©1993, Revised 1998, 91 pages;

Literacy Assessment - A Position
Statement Eleven standards guide educators
toward quality assessment practices. The
standards address such issues as balance,
equity, student self-assessment and assessment
purposes. ©1996, 34 pages, K-12;

$4.00

Kaleidoscope 2000

Outstanding
student writing to share with your class! This
collection of more than 7 5 prize winning
writings by Michigan's Young Authors can
serve as models to motivate your students.
Recreated annually;

$6.00
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Michigan Reading Association
5241 Plainfield Ave. NE
Suite I, Box 10
Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Signature (Required on all credit card orders)

10

$10.00

MRA Federal ID #38-3020297

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

D Check enclosed

standards. 1999;

A Michigan non-profit Corporation

Name: ________________________

Method of Payment:

and classrooms of eleven educators as they
share their stories. Best practices are shared
for first grade classrooms through University
teacher education courses. These practices
offer classroom-based examples that enable all
students to achieve Michigan's ELA content
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