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For my GVSU Honors Senior Project, I created a visual essay, in a graphic 
novel-esque style, exploring how the coronavirus compares to other 
illness outbreaks of the past century and how the associated restrictions 
have impacted me at an individual level. The creative nonfiction essay 
intertwines historical perspectives as a way to inform, contextualize, and 
reflect my own experience with COVID-19. 

This project has allowed me to combine two of areas of scholarship from 
my college career: creative writing and visual rhetoric. My familiarity 
with the genre of creative nonfiction, document design principles, and 
storytelling in the visual mode made this project one that I was excited to 
undertake. I drew all of the black and white illustrations throughout and 
manipulated a few images using Adobe Photoshop. The project began 
with extensive research on illness outbreaks of the past century, current 
developments in the Coronavirus pandemic, and genre conventions of 
graphic novels and memoirs. My intent was to provide a cohesive whole 
that illuminates themes in the linguistic essay.

This full semester project combined my skills in a way I have not been 
able to do elsewhere in my college career. Enjoy this project that is 
braided with the history of pandemics in the last century to explore 
themes of humanity in times of crisis.
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