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Infellectual Freedom »

MicHIGAN READING ASsSsOCIATION PosiTioN PAPER

The world we live in s rich in diversity. It is appropriate that our classrooms
reflect such diversity as they mirror the social presence.

For most of us there is beauty in diversity. We savor human difference and value
opportunities to express our own individuality. As educators we tend to thrive in
the midst of different opinions, views, perspectives or preferences. We recognize
that the human spirit is empowered when evolving thoughts are shared. And, when
personal experience is recorded for the vicarious satisfaction of others, we are bet-
ter able to confront the human condition. We survey our own humanity and come
to know more about the human experience in the midst of such events.

There have always been some who have presumed to define and constrain the lib-
erty of thought, speech and inquiry. When such constraints are imposed upon edu-
cators, they block that individual’s constitutional rights.

Because there have been assaults aimed at the education community’s freedom
to explore the world’s diversity, the Michigan Reading Association (MRA) has clar-
ified its position regarding academic and intellectual freedoms.

The following has been adopted as MRA’s official position statement regarding
academic and intellectual freedoms. Hopefully it will inspire all who read this
statement to uncompromisingly defend the right of individuals to permit students

to learn about diversity in our world.

The Michigan Reading Association
supports freedom of speech, thought
and inquiry as guaranteed by the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.

Likewise, MRA supports literacy for
all students and adults, as well as access
to instructional and supplemental mate-
rials that will allow students to learn
about diversity in the world. MRA sup-
ports a free, uncensored exchange of
ideas, opinions, beliefs and facts.

It is the right of each student to learn
about various cultures, customs, beliefs
and lifestyles. MRA supports a profes-
sional obligation to provide a broad
spectrum of materials that reflect a
diverse world. Inherent within this oblig-
ation is the need to remain sensitive to
the many voices and perspectives found

within the context of time, circum-
stances and literary style.

In the spirit of freedom, MRA is com-
mitted to developing literacy and critical
thinking through various media. This
requires an educational environment
where intellectual and academic free-
doms exist for both teachers and stu-
dents. This environment should support:

1. Freedom to choose from a rich
variety of print and non-print
resources;

2. Freedom to discuss issues identi-
fied by such materials in order to

provide insight on a variety of ideas
and experiences;

3. Freedom to defend positions
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against challenges from those with
different points of view, recogniz-
ing that the development of person-
al values stems from multiple influ-
ences, including home, community,
cultural and religious affiliations.

The selection of instructional materi-
als and supplements must remain the
responsibility of trained and knowledge-
able educators in order to ensure a vari-
ety of instructional materials. MRA rec-
ommends that each school district:

1. Prepare and publish a written poli-
cy for the selection of instructional
materials. This policy should be
designed to:

e support teachers as they exercise
their professional discretion;

e allow for the exploration of
diverse points of view;

e encourage input from the teach-
ers, students, community and
school board to ensure a repre-
sentation of broad perspectives.

2. Prepare and publish guidelines for
accepting challenges to those selec-
tions, providing a mechanism for
substantive and open review.

3. Provide a system for open commu-
nication between educational,
civic, political, religious and other
voices within the community.

4. Provide systematic methods for

distributing the information about
intellectual and academic free-
doms.

In supporting the First Amendment
freedom of speech, thought and inquiry,
MRA recognizes that the selection and
application of materials for instructional
purposes does not imply endorsement or
promotion of particular values or beliefs.

MRA encourages districts to stand
firm in support of intellectual and acade-
mic freedoms.
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These statements are the expressed opinions of the MRA Board of Directors.
Single copies of this mission statement are available free upon request or may be
copied without permission from MRA.

mon and diverse interests and beliefs.

Michigan Reading Association Mission Statement

The Michigan Reading Association is a dynamic organization whose mission is
to promote literacy by enabling varied communities of learners to become
knowledgeable decision-makers and by providing opportunities to share com-
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