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Standards in Action
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difficult waters of engaging entire school staffs
in change. Others designed units of study
from scratch or they revised previously tried
and true units with the standards in mind.
The results of their hard work appear on the
pages of this special edition.

This is the second Literacy Consortium
Journal. The first, published in the Spring of
1995, was full of the promise that lay ahead
early on in the Michigan English Language Arts
Framework (MEIAF) Project. Now, with a great
deal of that work underway, this issue
provides an opportunity to report on the
challenges and successes experienced by
teachers from across Michigan as they have
taken on the task of implementing new
standards. First, we'll offer a bit of history.

Organization of This
Literacy Consortium Journal
We have divided this edition of the Literacy
Consortium Journal into five sections, each
corresponding to issues many Michigan
educators will undoubtedly confront when
applying the content standards. In the first
section, Districts Begin Their Work With the
Standards, Theresa Dye and Julie Bianchi
report on their experiences introducing their
school district to content standards. Next,
Nancy Honchell describes a successful
program in her school district for building
community awareness about content
standards in the classroom.
The second section, Teachers Talk About
the Change Process, provides personal
accounts about what it is like to change with
regard to the standards. Cathy McBride
details her research about learning community
and then discusses the fits and starts that
accompanied construction of her own
classroom learning community. Aaron
Schippert provides a thoughtful essay about
what it is like to integrate best practices with
practices consistent with content standards.
Karen Mulvihill uses a dance metaphor to
depict change over time in her classroom.
The third section is entitled What Standards Look Like in Classrooms. Appropriately, this section provides a multifaceted
landscape across which standards are applied

The MELAF Project (1993-1996)
The Michigan English Language Arts or
MEI.AF Project was initiated with the goal of
helping Michigan educators collaborate on a
common set of standards or goals for English
language arts education. In 1993, Michigan
was awarded a three-year grant from the U.S.
Department of Education to develop and
disseminate a K-12 English language arts
curriculum framework.
The early years of MEI.AF were spent
drafting a vision statement, content
standards, and benchmarks. This work
produced 10 content standards or indicators
of what students should know and be able to
do at the end of a K-12 English language arts
education. After spirited debate in the
Michigan State Board of Education, several
content standards were added and the 12
standards that appear in the Figure were
adopted. Even as the State Board was
deliberating over the content standards,
teachers stepped forward from a range of
diverse school districts to study how the
standards could be applied to their schools
and classrooms. Some devised district-wide
staff development plans and waded into the
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The Figure

English Language Arts
Content Standards

In grades K-12, a locally developed English language arts
curriculum, embodying these state content standards, will
ensure that all students are literate and can engage successfully in reading, discovering, creating, and analyzing spoken,
written, electronic, and visual texts which reflect multiple
perspectives and diverse communities and make connections
within English language arts and between English language
arts and other fields. All students will:

Meaning and Communication

1. read and comprehend general and technical material;
2. demonstrate the ability to write clear and grammatically
correct sentences, paragraphs, and compositions;
3. focus on meaning and communication as they listen,
speak, view, read, and write in personal, social, occupational an.d civic contexts;

Language

4. use the English language effectively;

Literature

5. read and analyze a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature and other texts to seek information, ideas,
enjoyment, and understanding of their individuality, our
common heritage and common humanity, and the rich
diversity in our society;

Voice

6. learn to communicate information accurately and effectively and demonstrate their expressive abilities by creating oral, written, and visual texts that enlighten and
engage an audience;

Skills and Processes

7. demonstrate, analyze, and reflect upon the skills and
processes used to communicate through listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing;

Genre and Craft of Language

8. explore and use the characteristics of different types of
texts, aesthetic elements, and mechanics - including
text structure, figurative and descriptive language,
spelling, punctuation, and grammar - to construct and
convey meaning;

Depth of Understanding

9. demonstrate understanding of the complexity of enduring
issues and recurring problems by making connections
and generating themes within and across texts;

Ideas in Action

10. apply knowledge, ideas, and issues drawn from texts to
their lives and the lives of others;

Inquiry and Research

11. define and investigate important issues and problems
using a variety of resources, including technology, to
explore and create texts; and

Critical Standards

12. develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria for the enjoyment, appreciation, and evaluation of
their own and others' oral, written, and visual texts.

MICHIGAN LITERACY CONSORTIUM JOURNAL

3

VOLUME

30, No. 1 •

WINTER

1997

Scherer-Tyson offers the story of Marte, a
ninth grade boy whose writing changes
dramatically as he discovers his own emotions
and thinking. This section is completed by
Cathy Gwizdala's account of how her students
developed an understanding of community in
her classroom.
In our final section, The Future of Content
Standards, Dewsbury-White, Kakela, and
Mitchell offer a glimpse of the work ahead as
they describe a program at the Intermediate
School District level to involve teachers from
multiple school districts in the standards
process.
We hope that these articles inspire, create
change, and offer some concrete directions as
educators, and, indeed, entire regions of our
great state re-envision, experiment, and craft
a language arts curriculum for the next
century.

in many ways in classrooms. Laura Schiller
offers an innovative approach to the language
arts through the use of memoir. Kathryn Bell
follows with her account about developing a
directed independent reading program. Next,
Barbara Thayer describes her use of an
opening ceremony to engage students in
reading and writing as soon as they enter her
class. Barbara Reider and Beverly Pintar write
about the impact of a unit dedicated to heroes
for all ages. This section concludes with two
articles by Jessica Cleland, one describing
how she helps students understand the
concept of purpose in a story and the second
about how she sensitizes students to the idea
of voice in writing.
The fourth section, How Using Content
Standards Promotes Learning, focuses on
students. Julie Fredericks tells how thinking
about the content standards helped her
develop a program for an at-risk child. Chris

The Michigan Council of Teachers of English
Membership Application
Date: - - - - - - - - -

Are you an NCTE Member?

D

Yes

D

No

Name: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Telephone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Mailing Address:

County: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Telephone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Name of School:

D

Elementary

Position:

D

Middle/Junior High School

D Teacher D

Instructor/Professor

D

Secondary

D

Student

D
D

College/University

D

Other

Other

Membership Dues: Yearly $25.00; Student $15.00
Send form and check payable to MCTE to:
Ray Lawson, Secretary-Treasurer, MCTE, P.O. Box 1152, Rochester, Michigan 48307

MICHIGAN LITERACY CONSORTIUM JOURNAL

4

VOLUME

30, No. 1 • WINTER 1997

