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Book-Pourri
REVIEWS BY VERA

E.

MILZ

The long,
cool spring,
and now the
long, hot
summer,
have provided a good
excuse to
stay inside
with a good
book. I hope
that you will
find that this
column has
some books
that catch your interest. If you have a
favorite book that you can recommend
to others, please tell me about it for use
in a future column. Send your reviews
to 1750 Woodgate Dr., Troy, MI 48083.

decides to go for a ride on their sailboat.
They are having a wonderful time on the
open sea when the weather changes and
they are caught in a terrible storm. They
put their sails down, and motor back to
their home port. Just as they arrive
home, calm returns as they encounter a
beautiful sunset. What an adventure!
dePaola, Tamie. The Baby Sister.
(Putnam, 1996, $15.95, ISBN 0-399-229086).
Here is the latest book, based on his
own childhood and his large extended
family, from this gifted author/illustrator. In this volume, Tamie learns that his
mother is going to have a baby. Since he
already has an older brother, he really
wants a baby sister with a red ribbon in
her hair. Although my wish was for a
baby brother, the book triggered many
similar memories from my own childhood. It is a special book for any family
to enjoy - especially one that is adding
a new member!

FOR YOUNGER READERS
Brown, Margaret Wise. The Diggers.
Illustrations by Daniel Kirk. (Hyperion,
1995, $14.89, ISBN 0-7868-2001-2).
First published in 1958, this classic
book has been newly illustrated for
today's generation of children who love
to dig, or watch powerful machines at
work digging their gigantic.holes. In the
book, they can watch a mole, a dog, a
worm, a rabbit, a child, a man, and finally a steam shovel which digs a hole in a
mountain big enough for a train to travel
through.

Lasky, Kathryn. Pond Year. Illustrations by Mike Bostock. (Candlewick,
1995, $13.95, ISBN 1-56402-187-4).
In this book, the author draws on
memories of her childhood when she
had a special friend named Carole who
played beside the pond behind her home
with her. Together the girls played on its
banks, discovered tadpoles in spring,
caught insects and small animals, made
mud cookies, and skated across its
frozen surface in winter.

Crews, Donald. Sail Away.
(Greenwillow, 1995, $15.00, ISBN 0-68811053-3 TR).
On a perfect day for sailing, a family
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sends Carrie off on an errand where she
discovers that everyone is baking bread.
Since her neighbors come from all parts
of the world, everyone is making a different bread which they all allow her to
sample. Recipes for breads like Barbadian coconut bread, Indian chapatis, Mexican pupusas, and others are included.

Riley, Linda Capus. Elephants Swim.
Illustrations by Steve Jenkins.
(Houghton Mifflin, 1995, $14.95, ISBN 0395-73654-4).
Using couplets, this wonderful informational book for young children
describes sixteen animals and how they
behave in water. Cut-paper collages are
used to capture the appearance of the
various creatures as they swim through
the water. Notes in the back give additional information for curious readers.

Wilder, Laura Ingalls. The Laura
Ingalls Wilder Country Cookbook.
Commentary by William Anderson.
Photographs by Leslie A. Kelly.
(HarperCollins, 1995, $24.95, ISBN 0-06024917-X).
This recently discovered recipe collection offers a glimpse of farm cooking
during the 1930s and 1940s, as well as a
look at the period of Laura's life lived at
Rocky Ridge Farm. Pages of the cardboard-covered invoice book had handwritten recipes pasted in it, clippings
from local newspaper columns and magazines, and also advice from her mother
as well as her daughter. Anecdotes from
Wilder historian William Anderson
enhance the picture of Laura that we
have of her as a pioneer girl, a celebrated author, a wife and mother. All of the
recipes have been up-dated for today's
kitchens.

RECIPES INCLUDED
Bravo, Olga. Olga's Cup and Saucer:
A Picture Book with Recipes. (Holt,
1995, $15.95, ISBN 0-8050-3301-7).
The setting is real, and the baker really is a nationally known baker and
ceramicist who owns the restaurant. The
story is about a little girl who wants to
grow up to be a baker, and brings vegetables and fruits from her father's farm
with the hope of working as Olga's
apprentice. By book's end, she has
reached her goal!

Dahl, Roald. Roald Dahl's Revolting
Recipes. Illustrations by Quentin Blake.
(Viking, 1994, $15.99, ISBN 0-670-858366).

Just before Dahl died, he compiled a
list of every food mentioned in his books
for children ranging from things like
Willy Wonka's Nutty Crunch Surprise to
the BFG's Frobscottle. His wife, Josie
Fison, and Quentin Blake collaborated
to come up with recipes for these wonderfully disgusting dishes. The collection
will delight young cooks who have
always wanted to secretly taste the concoctions featured in a Roald Dahl book.

MICHIGAN CONNECTIONS
Blos, Joan W. Nellie Ely's Monkey.
Illustrations by Catherine Stock.
(Morrow, 1996,. $15.00, ISBN 0-68812677-4 TR).

NELLIE BLY'SMONKEY
Joan W. Blos

illu stratecl

by Catherine Stoel~

1

Dooley, Norah. Everybody Bakes
Bread. Illustrations by Peter J.
Thornton. (Carolrhoda, 1996, $14.96,
ISBN 0-87614-864-X).
When Carrie's Saturday plans are
rained out, she and her brother begin to
bicker as Mother is busy baking. She
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Pohrt, Tom. Coyote Goes Walking.
(Farrar Straus Giroux, 1995, $16.00,
ISBN 0-374-31628-7).

This picture book is based on the reallife adventure in 1889 of Nellie Bly- a
woman reporter who dared to go around
the world in less than Jules Verne's
imaginary eighty-day record. Her journey was the subject of a book - Nellie
Bly's Book: Around the World in 72
Days - which mentions the small, irresistible monkey that she acquired in
Singapore. McGinty's perspective on the
trip is told in "his own words" by our
own award-winning Ann Arbor author.

Rd"ld ,rnd \\ilh p1<Lmc, b,·
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Kroll, Virginia. Shelter Folks. Illustrations by Jan Naimo Jones. (Eerdmans,
1995, $14.00, ISBN 0-8028-5106).
This book contains four re-tellings of
Native American tales about Coyote. In
them, he is a creator, a messenger, a listener, and above all, a trickster. The
adventures show the range of feelings
aroused by this clever and resourceful
animal figure. The author/illustrator
resides in Ann Arbor.
Polacco, Patricia. Aunt Chip and the
Great Triple Creek Dam Affair.
(Philomel, 1996, $15.95, ISBN 0-39922943-4).
Written by Virginia

Kroll

Aunt Chip and
the Great
Triple Creek Dam Affair

nlustmted by Jan Ndimo Jones

Nine-year-old Joelle, her mother and
little brother have to move into a homeless shelter. She is ashamed and won't
let anyone know where she is living.
Gradually she gets to know the people in
her new home, and she finds that a
classmate has moved there, too. When
she finds that many of her new friends
have come to see her perform in a play,
she realizes that she is very proud and
happy to know them. This touching
story of respect and acceptance of self
and others is beautifully illustrated by a
Grand Rapids illustrator.
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Almost everyone in Triple Creek loves
TV - so much so that they have forgotten how to read. The former town librarian has taken to bed in protest and has
not gotten up in fifty years. When her
nephew, Eli, comes to visit, she tells him
stories that he loves and at his request,
she begins to teach him and then his
friends how to read. Of course, all the
children need books and they begin to
find them in the most unusual places all
over town. This hilarious fantasy with a
serious message will be loved by anyone
who believes in the power of books and
reading! Although the author/illustrator
resides in California, she spent many
years of her childhood in Michigan
which she often uses for the setting for
her stories.

A Drop of Rain
Wong Herbert Yee

never stop crying, and the family gives
up in frustration. Fortunately, the sun
comes out, and baby smiles again. Young
readers love knowing the answer to the
baby's problem, and are delighted with
this latest creation of a Troy graphic
artist.

Weaver, Constance. Teaching
Grammar in Context. (Boynton/Cook:
Heinemann, 1996, $25.00, ISBN 0-86709375-7).
This book is a thoughtful rationale for
teaching grammar not in isolation but in
the context of writing. It is based on the
author's extensive study of language
acquisition, the writing process, linguistics, and her own teaching of writing.
The chapter on the concept of error and
the writing "errors" that students make
as they are gaining competency in writing is outstanding. Many suggestions are
given which will be helpful to middle
and high school teachers who are dealing with these issues. The author is a
professor of English at Westem
Michigan University.

MOVING INTO CHAPTER BOOKS
Cole, Joanna and Stephanie
Calmenson. The Gator Girls. Illustrations by Lynn Munsinger. (Morrow, 1995,
$15.00, ISBN 0-688-12120-9 TR).
Summer vacation is about to begin,
and the two best friends Allie and Amy
know they are going to have a great
time. Then a last minute opening at
camp means that Allie will be going
away, and they have to get all their plans
finished in two days - not a whole summer. What a fun-filled time these two
alligator friends have, but there is a surprise ending that your readers will love!
Peters, Lisa Westberg. The Hayloft.
Illustrations by K.D. Plum. (Dial, 1995,
$12.99, ISBN 0-8037-1490-4).
Two sisters enjoy living on a farm and
playing in the hayloft in their barn. Their
cat follows them into their favorite hideaway, they escape a summer storm
there, and they find it is quite an unusual
place in which to spend a night. Day or
night, the hayloft is a fun place to be.

Yee, Wong Herbert. A Drop of Rain.
(Houghton Mifflin, 1995, $13.95, ISBN 0395-71549-0).
Told in verse, this book is a lighthearted tale bound to please anyone
who has tried to stop a baby from crying. When a drop of rain falls in the
baby's eye, his relatives think he is crying. They all try to find out what is
wrong, but it seems that the baby will
MI CHI GA N READING JO U RNAL
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Rylant, Cynthia. Henry and Mudge
and the Best Day of All. Illustrations by
Sucie Stevenson. (Macmillan, 1995,
$14.00, ISBN 0-02-778012-0).
For Henry, May 1st is a very special
day. It's his birthday, and birthdays
mean presents, balloons, pinatas, cake
and a party with friends. After a morning
of getting ready and a picture-taking session, the fun begins. What a celebration!

novel about a boy who is sent to learn
magic at Wizard's Hall. It is a real treat
to hear the voice of this gifted storyteller
as she brings her written words to an
oral level on these exciting tapes.

WATERY EXPLORATIONS
Asch, Frank Water. (Gulliver
Green/Harcourt Brace, 1995, $14.00,
ISBN 0-15-200189-1).
Brightly colored illustrations will help
the youngest readers to explore what
water is, where it is found, and what it
means to all of us. The book vividly illustrates how it is all around us.

BOOKS ON TAPE
Rau, Dana Meachen. Robin at
Hickory Street. Illustrations by Joel
Snyder. Narration by Alexi Komisar.
(Soundprints, 1995, $19.95, ISBN 156899-172-X).
Spring has arrived in this neighborhood, and Robin is on his way to find a
place to live. The book shows how he
searches for his summer home, and is
chased away from previously claimed
territories. Finally, he finds just the right
yard with plenty of juicy earthworms,
and where he can invite a female robin
to join him and raise a family. This
newest title in a series of books authenticated by the wildlife experts at the
Smithsonian Institution will allow children to discover nature while enjoying a
fine book

Harness, Cheryl. The Amazing
Impossible Erie Canal. (Macmillan,
1995, $16.00, ISBN 0-02-742641-6).
Traveling west in the 1800s was a difficult journey, and the idea of a canal
between the Great Lakes and the
Hudson River became the dream of a
politician named De Witt Clinton. With
his leadership, ground was broken in
1817, and it was finally finished in 1825.
The celebration that followed lasted ten
days, and is described in detail. The
canal opened new gateways to the West,
but was finally abandoned in the 1920s
as new ways of transportation took its
place. The entire book is a nostalgic look
at a way of life that is gone forever.

Weeks, Sarah. Follow the Moon.
Illustrations by Suzanne Duranceau.
Singing by Sarah Weeks. (HarperCollins,
1995, $15.95, ISBN 0-06-024442-9).
This ballad is about a sea turtle,
whose instinct to follow the moon to
find the ocean, is distracted by a glittering mirrored ball in a dance club on the
beach. A little boy who has been observing him helps him to listen to the voice
in his head and find his way to the
ocean.

Krupinski, Loretta. Bluewater
Journal: The Voyage of the Sea Tiger.
(HarperCollins, 1995, $14.95, ISBN 0-06023436-9).
Based on authentic logbooks and
journals found at the Mystic Seaport
Museum, the author has created a story
of a boy who keeps a journal as he travels with his family on a clipper ship during the year 1860. He recounts his many
adventures, and paints the exotic animals that he sees along the way.
Historical notes and a glossary in the
back help us understand this exciting
journey around two continents.

Yolen, Jane. Wizard's Hall ..Read by
Jane Yolen. (Listening Library, 1995,
$16.98, ISBN 0-8072-7568-9).
This set of two cassettes contains a
complete and unabridged reading of the
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Illustrations by Mark Kaplan.
(HarperCollins, 1995, $16.00, ISBN 0-06020233-5).
Sixty-six essential environmental
terms are clearly defined and vividly
illustrated in this special dictionary that
will help students come to a deeper
understanding of the planet Earth. A few
of the terms are: acid rain, compost, fallout, global warming, hydrosphere,
plankton, and wetlands.

Rauzon, Mark J. and Cynthia
Overbeck Bix. Water, Water
Everywhere. (Sierra Club, 1994, $14.95,
ISBN 0-87156-598-6).
Celebrating this precious resource,
the book explores the water cycle,
describes the forms that water takes,
and shows the vital role fresh water
plays in the life of our planet. The final
pages contain a plea to conserve the
water supply and keep it free of pollution.

AMERICA'S PAST AND PRESENT
Lincoln, Abraham. The Gettysburg
Address. Illustrations by Michael
McCurdy. (Houghton Mifflin, 1995,
$14.95, ISBN 0-395-69824-3).
Penned and spoken in 1863, these
powerful words are set forth in a newly
illustrated black-and-white edition for
today's readers. An introduction by
Garry Wills, a noted historian, as well as
the afterword by the author about his
great-grandfather who fought in the battle, give a personal touch to the words
that still inspire us today.

OUR INCREDIBLE EARTH
Gibbons, Gail. Planet Earth/Inside
Out. (Morrow, 1995, $15.00, ISBN 0-68809680-8 TR).
With her usual clarity and careful
illustrations, the author examines our
planet Earth. She looks at its past history and what it looks like today. She
describes the inside from the red-hot
core to the outer crust. All in all - a
very complete volume for the budding
geologist!

Robbins, Ken. Earth: The Elements.
(Holt, 1995, $16.95, ISBN 0-8050-2294-5).
Hand-painted photographs are used
to illustrate the many dynamic aspects
of the earth from its violent forces of
earthquakes and volcanoes, the effects
of erosion, the importance of wetlands
and woodlands, to our personal dependence and connection. A stunning
resource for all ages!

Maestro, Betsy. Coming to America:
The Story of Immigration. Illustrations
by Susannah Ryan. (Scholastic, 1996,
$15.95, ISBN 0-590-44151-5).
This book explores the history of
immigration to the United States from its
first nomadic settlers to today's refugees
from around the world. The story shows
the richness anµ diversity of the people
who have contributed to what is known
as the American way of life, and how we
have all come here from all corners of
the earth. A table of important dates in
the back is especially informative.

Schmid, Eleonore. The Living Earth.
(North-South, 1994, $14.95, ISBN 155858-299-1).
With detailed pictures to support the
clearly-written text, the author describes
the ecosystem that lies beneath our feet
within the earth's crust. She reveals the
ways that people, plants and animals
depend on the earth, and pleads that we
all work to protect it.

Perl, Lila. It Happened in America:
True Stories from the Fifty States.
Illustrations by lb Ohlsson. (Holt, 1996,
$14.95-First paperback edition, ISBN 08050-4707-7).
Historical anecdotes which include
information about women and ethnic
minorities allow today's young readers

Simon, Seymour. Earth Words: A
Dictionary of the Environment.
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL
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to enter the past and enjoy moments
from American history. Some of the
chapters include the day that Rosa Parks
said No in Alabama, Sitting Bull's Last
Stand in South Dakota, and how the
Ringling Brothers started a circus in
Wisconsin. There is never a dull
moment!

Thomas, Joyce Carol. Gingerbread
Days. Illustrations by Floyd Cooper.
(HarperCollins, 1995, $14.95, ISBN 0-06023469-5).
This special collection of poems celebrates the love within a family over the
period of a year. From a snowy January
where a gingerbread treat baking in the
oven warms you to a December with a
father's love as the best present of all,
you will cherish each month with this
close-knit family.

Provensen, Alice. My Fellow
Americans: A Family Album.
(Browndeer Press/Harcourt Brace, 1995,
$19.95, ISBN 0-15-276642-1).
What does it mean to be an
American? In this fantastic book, the
author sets forth the words and deeds of
Americans who have influenced our
lives in the past, and continue to do so
today. Some of the cited individuals defy
classification, but others are grouped in
categories, such as, Free Spirits/Rebel
Voices, Entertainers, Composers,
Shapers of Democracy, Inspired
Prophets/Bold Visionaries, and Visual
Artists.

Yolen, Jane. Water Music.
Photographs by Jason Stemple.
(Wordsong/Boyds Mills Press, 1995,
$16.95, ISBN 1-56397-336-7).
These thoughtful poems take a look
at the many forms that water takes in
the landscapes that we observe.
Waterfalls, steams, ponds, icicles, bath
water, rivers and streams will have a
new meaning after looking at this collaboration of poet and photographer.
FOR OLDER READERS
Creech, Sharon. Absolutely Normal
Chaos. (HarperCollins, 1990, $14.95,
ISBN 0-06-026989-8).
When you are the winner of the 1995
Newbery Medal, people take a look at
what you have previously published.
This novel was first published in
England, but in 1995 was released in the
United States. Written in journal format,
the book relates the first experiences
with romance and death that thirteenyear-old Mary Lou Finney has during
that summer of her life. Alternately
humorous and serious, the novel captures the up-and-downs of an interesting
teenager.

POETRY PLUS
Prelutsky, Jack Monday's Troll.
Illustrations by Peter Sis. (Greenwillow,
1996, $16.00, ISBN 0-688-09644-1 TR).
Here is an irresistible collection of
seventeen poems about wizards, witches, goblins, trolls, giants, ogres, and
something that I never knew about - a
yeti. It's impossible to pick a favorite.
You will be enchanted by the whole
book!

Singer, Marilyn. Please don't squeeze
your boa, Noah! Illustrations by
Clement Oubrerie. (Holt, 1995, $15.95,
ISBN 0-8050-3277-0).
This is a collection of poems with a
lot of nutty animals, and some rather
unusual folks. As a dog owner, I especially enjoyed a poem with the laws of
nature that apply to this species, and
another one trying to figure out why
Fido is barking? If you enjoy animals,
you'll really like this book!
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

Ellis, Sarah. Out cf the Blue.
(McElderry, 1995, $15.00, ISBN 0-68980025-8).
Megan's birthday is coming up, and
the way her mother is acting, she is sure
that something special is being planned.
However, the surprise is unexpected and
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would a passager - a young wild bird.
He names the boy after the merlin - a
small falcon often used in English falconry.

overwhelming - Megan learns that she
has a twenty-four-year-old half sister
that her mother had given up for adoption. Now Natalie is coming to dinner
and Megan is expected to welcome her
as part of the family. Her doubts, misgivings and even feelings of betrayal are all
captured in this contemporary novel
dealing with a not-so-uncommon issue in
today's children's lives.

PROFESSIONAL READING
Rief, Linda and Maureen Barbieri,
Eds. All That Matters: What is It We
Value in School and Beyond?
(Heinemann, 1995, $22.50, ISBN 0-43508848-3).
This volume examines learning and
evaluation and how to bring them
together in more authentic ways. Instead
of looking at a student's weakness, the
book looks at how to develop student's
strengths, and many articles celebrate
the unexpected and honor the learner. I
especially appreciated reading
"Evaluation: Making Room for Robbie,"
which is about an eight-year-old who is
bright and creative, but would fail in a
conventional evaluation system.
Teachers of all levels will be better able
to understand and value the learners in
their care as they listen to their colleagues' articulate voices in this collection.

Waddell, Martin. The Kidnapping of
Suzie Q. (Candlewick, 1996, $15.99,
ISBN 1-56402-530-6).
When Suzie and her mom go to the
local market, they are in the checkout
line just as a robbery is taking place.
Suzie is taken hostage by what she realizes are three very confused teenagers.
Determined to survive, Suzie must summon her courage and try to outwit her
capturers. This page-turner allows the
reader to look at all aspects of the crime
from the point-of-view of the victim, her
family, and even the kidnappers.
Yolen, Jane. Passager. (Harcourt
Brace, 1996, $15.00, ISBN 0-15-200391-6).
This is the first book of a planned trilogy about the early years of the wizard,
Merlin. It is based on the old tales that
he was the abandoned son born of a
princess in a nunnery. When the story
begins, he is eight years old and living in
the woods of medieval England. A falconer captures and tames the boy as he
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Dr. Vera E. Milz is a second grade
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