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"Too many books, too little time"
reads one of my favorite sweatshirts. As
I write this column, I also think, "Too little space." I could probably fill the whole
journal with fine books that I have
enjoyed and used, but in choosing, I hope
that I have found some that will catch
your interest. If you have any books or
recommendations, please share them
with me for a future column. Send them
to 1750 Woodgate Dr., Troy, MI 48083.

become part of the paper itself. The
result becomes the vibrant pages of a
very delightful book
Hutchins, Pat. Silly Billy.
(Greenwillow, 1992, $14.00, ISBN
0-688-10817-2).
Hazel and Billy return for a third
episode in the lives of my favorite monster family. Anyone with a younger sibling will relate to the way that Billy wants
to do everything his big sister does.
Hazel's resourcefulness finally saves the
day and allows her to play with her
things without interruption by her little
brother. A satisfying ending with some
ideas to think about afterwards for young
readers.
Neitzel, Shirley. The Dress I'll Wear to
the Party. Illustrations by Nancy
Winslow Parker. (Greenwillow, 1992,
$14.00, ISBN 0-688-09959-9).
Cumulative verses told by a girl narrator tell how she is dressing for a party
with her mother's things-that is, until
Mother comes in to discover and remove
all of them. The book, created by a Grand
Rapids, MI, author will be sure to please
little girls who love to dress up.
Yee, Wong Herbert. Eek! There's a
Mouse in the House. (Houghton Mifflin,
1992, $13.95, ISBN 0-395-62303-0).
This first-time author and artist from
Troy, MI, has created a rhyming text in
which a dog, a cat, other assorted animals, and finally an elephant join in a
chase to catch a pesky mouse. A surprise
ending is bound to bring laughter to all!

FOR YOUNG READERS
Carlstrom, Nancy White. Northern
Lullaby. Illustrations by Leo and Diane
Dillon. (Philomel, 1992, $15.95, ISBN
0-399-21806-8).
Inspiration for the lyrical text came
when Carlstrom moved to the Alaskan
countryside. In collaboration, the Dillons
have created breathtaking images of the
native peoples in that snowy winter land.
Evening has come, and a sleepy young
narrator bids good night to Grandpa
Mountain, Red Fox (and various others
of Earth's creatures), Mama Moon and
Papa Star, as the peace of evening
envelops his spirit. A perfect goodnight
lullaby for any child!
Fleming, Denise. Lunch. (Holt, 1992,
$14.95, ISBN 0-8050-1636-8).
A small grey mouse munches his way
through an assortment of foods (and
basic colors) as he eats his lunch. This
resident of Toledo, Ohio, uses an unusual
art technique in which she creates handmade paper in which stenciled images
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PLAYING WITH LANGUAGE
Agee, Jon. Go Hang a Salami! I'm a
Lasagna Hog! and Other Palindromes.

was improved, and schools were established to provide well-trained nurses.
Biesty, Stephen. Stephen Biesty's
Incredible Cross-Sections. Written by
Richard Platt. (Knopf, 1992, $20,00, ISBN
0-679-81411-6).
This book lives up to its name as it
reveals what is inside such structures as
a medieval castle, an ocean liner, a cathedral, a subway station, and a space shuttle. This is the kind of book that curious
readers will spend hours enjoying as they
examine all the hidden details they normally would never see.
Cole, Joanna. The Magic School Bus
on the Ocean Floor. Illustrated by Bruce
Degen. (Scholastic, 1992, $14.95, ISBN
0-590-41430-5).
My class applauds when a new magic
school bus book is brought into our
room, and this latest addition to the
series did not disappoint my eager listeners. With her magic school bus, Ms.
Frizzle takes her class on a trip to the
deep ocean floor where they learn about
animal and plant life and explore the
topographical features found there.
Science books never were as much fun
before the appearance of this fabulous
series. Hopefully there will be many,
many more!
Lasky, Kathryn. Surtsey: The Newest
Place on Earth. Photographs by
Christopher G. Knight. (Hyperion, 1992,
$15.95, ISBN 1-56282-300-0).
This dramatic photo essay chronicles
all the different phases that this island
near Iceland went through, from its volcanic birth on November 14, 1963 to the
first animals settling there and beginning
to raise their young. Each chapter opens
with a quotation from an Icelandic epic,
The Prose Edda, which tells the story of
creation. The entire book is a fascinating
introduction to Norse mythology as it

(Farrar, 1992, $12.21, ISBN 0-374-33473-0).
This is a hilarious introduction to the
world of palindromes. It is filled with
simple to complex examples which provide many starting points for students to
analyze, manipulate, and create their
own. Set up in a cartoon style, each page
will bring chuckles from students who
will want to read it over and over again.
Hepworth, Cathi. Antics!: An
Alphabet of Ants. (Putnam, 1992, $14.95,
ISBN 0-399-21862-9).
Each alphabetic entry has an "ant"
somewhere in the word. A few examples
are: S for Santa Claus, P for Pantaloons,
and H for Hesitant. The twenty-six illustrations feature ants of all shapes and
sizes which will make you laugh as you
begin to come up with your own ideas.
Most, Bernard. Zoodles. (Harcourt,
1992, $13.95, ISBN 0-15-299969-8).
This riddle collection has answers
which combine the names of creatures
found in the animal world. For example,
"What do you call a goat that stands on
one leg?" a flamingoat! Illustrations and
text are combined to create a most clever
book.
INFORMATIONAL BOOKS
Adler, David A. A Picture Book of
Florence Nightingale. (Holiday House,
1992, $14.95, ISBN 0-8234-0965-1).
This is the story of the woman who
changed how hospitals were run in the
nineteenth century. Born to wealthy parents, Florence Nightingale shocked her
parents when she wanted to become a
nurse and take care of the poor and sick
As a result of her tireless work, hospitals
were made clean and efficient, medical
care for the wounded in the Crimean War
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL
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comes alive with the natural wonders of
this new island's creation.
McKissack, Patricia C. and Fredrick.
Sojourner Truth: Ain't I a Woman?.
(Scholastic, 1992, $13.95, ISBN
0-590-44690-8).
This is an inspirational biography of
an African-American woman who fought
for freedom from slavery and woman's
rights. Born in 1797, as a slave named
Isabella in New York, she was freed in
1827. At the age of 46, she took the name
Sojourner Truth and began to travel from
place to place speaking out on the issues
of the day. An extensive bibliography and
index, as well as short biographies of her
contemporaries make this a very useful
research tool for older students.
Yolen, Jane. Letting Swift River Go.
Illustrations by Barbara Cooney. (Little
Brown, 1992, $15.95, ISBN 0-316-96899-4).
Between 1927 and 1946, a low-lying
valley called Swift River vanished under
the rising waters which formed the
Quabbin Reservoir. Entire towns were
dismantled, and eventually submerged.
Their story is told through the eyes of a
young girl, Sally Jane, who once lived
there, witnessed the uprooting of the
people and places, and returns to float in
a rowboat on the waters of the reservoir.
Drawn from actual historical records, the
book gives a glimpse of a way of life
which is gone, but not forgotten.

and is perfect for beginning readers to try
on their own.
Lee, Dennis. The Ice Cream Store.
Illustrations by David McPhail.
(Scholastic, 1992, $14.95, ISBN
0-590-45861-2).
In this latest collection of his poems,
Dennis Lee creates an imaginative group
of people and creatures, and takes the
reader to places all around the world.
From comparing kids to an ice cream
store to looking at Mrs. Mitchell's underwear, this is a book bound to delight all
ages.
IN THE FOLKTALE TRADITION
Aardema, Verna. Anansi Finds a
Fool. Illustrations by Bryna Waldman.
(Dial, 1992, $14.00, ISBN 0-8037-1164-6).
In this Ashanti tale, retold by a former Kalamazoo storyteller who now
resides in Florida, lazy Anansi wants
someone to go fishing with him-someone who will do all the work while he
gets all the fish. However, his clever
friend Bonsu outsmarts him when he
offers to do all the work-if Anansi will
do all the suffering. In trying to trick
someone else, he ends up fooling himself.
Another version of this ancient tale is
called Anansi Goes Fishing. It is retold
by Eric Kimmel and illustrated by Janet
Stevens (Holiday House, 1992, $14.95,
ISBN 0-8234-0918-X). In this telling,
Anansi takes the form of a spider who
tries to trick his friend Turtle into doing
his work Instead, he goes home in disgrace but he does learn to weave nets to
catch food-which he teaches his
friends, and today these nets are seen as
spider webs.
Alexander, Lloyd. The FortuneTellers. Illustrated by Trina Schart
Hyman. (Dutton, 1992, $15.00, ISBN
0-525-44849-7).

POETRY
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Questions:
Poems Selected by Lee Bennett Hopkins.
Illustrations by Carolyn Croll.
(HarperCollins, 1992, $12.89, ISBN
0-06-022413-4).
Here is a collection ?f poems which
capture the many questions asked by
young children about the world. It features poets, such as Margaret Wise
Brown, Karla Kuskin, and Aileen Fisher,
MI C HI GAN R EADING J OURNAL
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FOR OLDER STUDENTS
Auch, Mary Jane. Out of Step.
(Holiday House, 1992, $13.95, ISBN
0-8234-0985-6).
When his father remarries, Jeremy
begins to question his place in the family.
He gets a stepmother he didn't ask for,
and even worse-a stepsister who is a
superb athlete while he isn't. His father
seems to be only interested in helping
Allison, and Jeremy struggles to be recognized in his changing family unit. How
these individuals come together makes
for a meaningful novel for many children
who find themselves in similar circumstances.
Lee, Marie G. Finding My Voice.
(Houghton Mifflin, 1992, $13.95, ISBN
0-395-62134-8).
Ellen Sung is a child of Asian immigrants who want the best for their daughter. How Ellen tries to balance their
expectations for her to study to qualify
for a top-line university, her own wish for
a varsity letter in gymnastics, with the
racism that comes with being the only
Asian student in a small town, and even
the finding of a boyfriend makes for a
senior year with many ups and downs.
This is a compelling novel full of insight
and struggle into the world of young
adulthood.

The story starts with a carpenter's
visit to a fortuneteller, who predicts,
"Rich you will surely be, on one condition: that you earn large sums of money."
When he leaves, but returns later to ask a
question, he finds the fortuneteller is
gone, and he begins a new career-as a
fortuneteller.
Alexander's wife found this manuscript in the their attic and encouraged
him to publish it. Hyman's illustrations
set the story in Cameroon because her
daughter married a man from there, and
her colorful paintings of village life make
this a very special book.
Paterson, Katherine. The King's
Equal. Illustrations by Vladimir Vagin.
(HarperCollins, 1992, $16.89, ISBN
0-06-022496-7).
In this original tale, an arrogant
young prince must find an equal in his
bride, or he cannot wear the crown of the
kingdom. In his search, he finds a woman
who is far better than he, and he must
prove that he can become her equal
before she will marry him. He goes into
the mountains where he learns to survive
with the help of others, and the power of
friendship. This is a beautiful book with a
powerful message.
Van Allsburg, Chris. The Widow's
Broom. (Houghton Mifflin, 1992, $17.95,
ISBN 0-395-64051-2).
When the Widow Shaw discovers a
witch lying hurt in her vegetable garden,
she nurses her back to health. When the
witch recovers and leaves, she leaves her
broom where it both works for and entertains the widow. All is well until the
neighbors discover it, and decide that the
broom is evil, and must be destroyed.
Beautifully illustrated in a picture book
format, this is a haunting tale of the
supernatural which will be enjoyed and
discussed by older readers.
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

PROFESSIONAL BOOKS
Meek, Margaret. On Being Literate.
(Heinemann Educational Books, 1992,
$16.95, ISBN 0-435-08726-6).
This book addresses what it means to
be literate, how literate a person should
be, what literacy is for, new literacies,
and whether the literacy acquired in
schooling will last long enough. With the
explosion of computer technologies,
reading and writing literacy is changing
dramatically. Meek argues that a model
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and walk off with the money. It's a fastmoving thriller which will leave you wondering who the "bad guys" really are.
Marcus, Leonard S. Margaret Wise
Brown: Awakened by the Moon. (Beacon
Press, 1992, $24.95, ISBN 0-8070-7048-3).
This is the life story of the author
of such classic children's books as
Goodnight, Moon; The Noisy Book; and
Nibble, Nibble. She was one of the first
persons to write especially for young
children and to be recognized for her
unique talents and contribution to this
part of the literary world. She began her
career under the guidance of Lucy
Sprague Mitchell's progressive Bank
Street School where she first hoped to
become a teacher. Instead she began to
write and later became a juveniles editor
who furthered the careers of authors and
illustrators, such as Leonard Weisgard,
Ruth Krauss, and Garth Williams. She
had written over 100 books-many of
which still are in print-by her untimely
death at the age of forty-two. Reading
about her life and the people and ideas
that crossed her path gave me a unique
look into the beginnings of children's literature, as well as the history of early
childhood educational methods.
Margaret Wise Brown was a highly individual person who opened up new
worlds for children. Her story is fascinating reading for any teacher!

of literacy today must help the learner to
choose and control all that they read and
write. This is a book that will challenge
you to rethink your personal definitions
of literacy.
Routman, Regie. Invitations:
Changing as Teachers and Learners
K-12. (Heinemann Educational Books,
1991, $25.00, ISBN 0-435-08578-6).
If I could own only one professional
book, this would be my choice. This is a
comprehensive resource for teachers
considering change in their classrooms.
Topics include reading and writing strategies for all grade levels, evaluation
issues, classroom environments, parent
education, supporting special needs students, and establishing teacher support
groups. The book is written with the
understanding of one who has lived the
experiences in her own classroom, and
the sharing of what has worked for her
makes for a thoughtful and practical reference for teachers everywhere.
FOR ADULT PLEASURE READING
Leonard, Elmore. Rum Punch.
(Delacourte Press, 1992, $21.00, ISBN
0-385-30143-X).
Another intricate novel comes from
the pen of this Bloomfield Hills, MI
author. Set in Florida, Rum Punch is the
code name for a deal involving gun dealing and money transfers from the
Bahamas. In the middle is a stewardess
who has served as a courier until she is
caught by the Feds. Her options are to
tum in the gun dealer, or keep quiet and
serve five years. Then she meets a bail
bondsman, and they come up with a way
to play the Feds against the gun dealer,
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