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ISD Reading Network 

by Karen S. Urbschat, Ph.D. 

The ISD Reading Network was 
established in the spring of 1987 via a 
special request of Interim State 
Superintendent, Gary D. Hawks. In a 
communication to each ISD superin­
tendent, Mr. Hawks explored the major 
changes in reading instruction and the 
MEAP reading test. The outcome was a 
request for the identification of one staff 
person in each ISD to be responsible for 
networking with other ISD personnel 
for purposes of sharing information 
about the new reading research and the 
new MEAP test in reading. 

The members of the ISD Network 
represent a wide variety of ISD 
positions and consequently varied 
reading backgrounds. From staff de­
velopers to consultants for gifted and 
talented to reading consultants to 
general education consultants, the ISD' s 
range of service is well represented. As 
a result, individuality and creativity has 
marked the offering of client services 
across the state. Examples of these 
offerings have included the following: 

1. Sequential meetings with 
reading authorities. 

2. Reading courses held at local 
sites with university or CEU 
credit. 

3. Awarding of several Section 98 
grants to upgrade the teaching 
of reading. 

4. Intensive summer workshops. 
5. Mini reading netwoJks with 

monthly meetings. 

6. Linkages to school improve-
ment and long-range planning. 

(This list is by no means all inclusive 
and is only meant as a sample of 
activities.) 

The ISD Reading Network has, for 
the past three years, served as yet 
another vehicle for the dissemination of 
information on the newest reading 
research and its implication for 
instruction and assessment. While our 
previous activities have been many and 
varied, the future holds limitless 
possibilities for additional activities. We 
invite you to become involved in any or 
all of them and to become a leader 
yourself in the dissemination of 
information. Please feel free to contact 
your local ISD Reading Network 
representative for further information. 

The ISD Reading Network listing 
begins on the next page. 



ISD READING NETWORK 

Rose Arbanas Max W. Carter Judy Dushane 
Calhoun ISD Lena Wee ISD Branch ISD 
17111 G Drive North 4107 North Adrian Hwy. 370 Morse 
Marshall, MI 49068 Adrian, MI 49221 P.O. Box 509 
(W) 616/781-5141 (W) 517 /265-2119 Coldwater, MI 49036 

(W) 517 /278-7334 

Carl Arko Don Cascarelli Dr. Peggy Dutcher 
St. Clair ISD Hillsdale ISD MDE 
Box 5001 3471 Beck Road P.O. Box 30008 
Port Huron, MI 48061 Hillsdale, MI 48242 Lansing, MI 48909 
(W) 313 I 364-8990 (W) 517 /439-1515 (W) 517-373-8393 

Beverly Arnold Theresa Catalina Shirley Edwards 
Jackson ISD St. Clair ISD HuronISD 
6700 Browns Lake Rd. Box 5001 711 East Soper Road 
Jackson,MI49201 PortHuron,MI48061d Bad Axe, MI 48413 
(W) 517 /787-2800 (W) 313/984-3101 (W) 517 /269-6406 

Dawn Atkinson Dr. Pauline B. Coleman Dr. Larry Engel 
Lewis Cass ISD Ann Arbor Public Schs. Saginaw ISD 
61682 Dailey Road 920 Miller Avenue 6235 Gratiot Road 
Cassopolis, MI 48031 Ann Arbor, MI 48103 Saginaw, MI 48603 
(W) 616/ 445-3891 (W) 313 I 994-2230 (W) 517 /799-4733 

Rick Bateman Mary Kaye Collin Errol Fenstermaker 
Ingham ISD Clare-Gladwin ISD Allegan ISD 
2630 West Howell Rd. 4041 East Mannsiding 310 Thomas Street 
Mason, MI 48854 Clare, MI 48617 Allegan, MI 48010 
(W) 517 /676-1051 (W) 517 I 386-3851 (W) 616/673-2161 

Paul R. Bigford Stan Delidow Ruth Gritter 
Mecosta-Osceloa ISD COORISD St. Joseph ISD 
15760 190th Ave. 11051 North Cut Road P.O. Box 219 
Big Rapids, MI 49307 Roscommon, MI 48653 Centreville, MI 49032 
(W) 616 I 796-3543 (W) 517 /275-5137 (W) 616/ 467-9745 

James W. Burchett Janet Dickson Sedley D. Hall 
Wexford-Missaukee ISD Bay City Public Schools Gratiot-Isabella ISD 
9905 East 13th Street 1483 E. Midland Road 1311 E. Center Street 
Cadillac, MI 49601 Bay City, MI 48706 Ithaca, MI 48847 
(W) 616/775-5651 (W) 517 /686-3970 (W) 517 /875-5101 

Kathy Cambria Carla Dunlap Stephanie Harris 
Washtenaw ISD Spitler School Kalamazoo Valley ISD 
Box 1406 300 Johnson 1819 East Milham Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106 Hart, MI 49420 Kalamazoo, MI 48002 
(W) 313/994-8100 (W) 616/873-2331 (W) 616/381-4620 



Dr. Dixie Hiebner Sue May Dr. Pete Rynders 
Washtenaw ISD Midland ISD Oakland ISD 
Box 1406 3917 Jefferson Ave. 2100 Pontiac Lake Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106 Midland, MI 48640-5798 Pontiac, MI 48054 
(W) 313/994-8186 (W) 517 /631-5890 (W) 313/858-2121 

Dr. June Hopkins Alma McGinnis Joan St. Clair 
Monroe ISD Iosco ISD Ottawa Area ISD 
1101 S. Raisinville Rd. Prescott Elementary 13565 Port Sheldon Rd. 
Monroe,MI48161 Prescott, MI 48756 Holland, MI 49424 
(W) 313/242-5454 (W) 517 /546-5550 (W) 616 / 399-6940 

Glenowyn Jones Gwen O'Donnell Martha G. Schwart 
Genesse ISD Livingston ISD Eaton ISD 
2413 West Maple Ave. 1425 West Grand River 1790 East Packard Hwy. 
Flint, MI 48507 Howell, MI 48843 Charlotte, MI 48813 
(W) 313 / 7 68-4451 (W) 517 /546-5550 (W) 517 / 484-2929 

Jan Kakela Paul Ollila Jane Shubert 
Capitol Area Career Copper Country ISD Ionia County ISD 
611 Hagadorn Rd. 602 Hecla, Box 27 2190 Harwood Road 
Mason,MI48854 Hancock,MI49930 Ionia, MI 48846 
(W) 517 /676-1051 (W) 906/ 482-4250 (W) 616/527-4900 

Bob Koehs Ron Peltier Dr. Carol Stenroos 
Marquette-Alger ISD Menominee ISD Wayne ISD 
427 West College Ave. 952 First Street 33500 Van Born Road 
Marquette, MI 49855 Menominee, AMI 49858 Wayne, MI 48184 
(W) 906 / 228-9400 (W) 906 / 863-5665 (W) 313 / 467-1585 

Marilyn Laycock Marilyn Peters Sharon Stockero 
Tuscola ISD Tuscola ISD Dickinson-Iron ISD 
1385 Cleaver Road 1385 Cleaver Road 800 Crystal Lake Blvd. 
Caro, MI 48723 Caro, MI 48723 Iron Mountain, 49801 
(W) 517 /673-2144 (W) 517 /673-2144 (W) 906 / 779-2690 

Auleen Lutes Gretchen Phillips Joyce Stoner 
Traverse Bay Area ISD Allegan ISD Port Huron Schools 
2325 Garfield Road 310 Thomas Street 2720 Riverside Dr. 
Traverse City, MI 49684 Allegan, MI Port Huron, 48061-5013 
(W) 616 / 922-6200 (W) 616/673-2161 (W) 313/984-3101 

Gary Martin Shirley Rappaport Irma Sturgell 
Muskegon ISD Bay-Arenac ISD Newaygo ISD 
630 Harvey 4228 Two Mile Road 1035 James Street 
Muskegon,MI49442 Bay City, MI 48706 White Cloud, MI 49349 
(W) 616/777-2637 (W) 517 /686-4410 (W) 616/689-6691 

Brian Mattson Dr. Patty Rice Jeannette Swenson 
Gogebic-Ontonagon ISD MacombISD Kent ISD 
Box 218 44001 Garfield Educ. Services Center 
Bergland, MI 49910 Mt. Clemens, MI 48044 2930 Knapp St., N.E. 
(W) 906 / 575-3438 (W) 313 / 286-8800 Grand Rapids, MI 49505 

(W) 616/364-1333 



Rose Todd-Shannon 
C.O.P. ISD 

Dr. Elaine Weber 
MDE 

Margaret Wernet 
Shiawassee ISD 
208 North Brady St. 
Corunna, MI 48817 
(W) 517 /743-3471 

6065 Learning Lane 
Indian River, MI 497 49 
(W) 616 / 238-9394 

P.O. Box 30008 
Lansing, MI 48909 
(W) 517 /373-8793 

Jon Tomlanovich 
Eaton ISD 

Elaine Weckler 
Berrien ISO 

Bob Williams 
MacombISD 

1790 E. Packard Hwy. 
Charlotte, MI 48813 
(W) 517 /543-5500 

711 St. Joseph Avenue 
Berrien Springs, 49103 
(W) 616/471-7725 

44001 Garfield 
Mt. Clemens, MI 48044 
(W) 313 / 286-8800 

Dr. Karen Urbschat 
Wayne ISD 

Jane Weiser 
Jackson ISD 

33500 Van Born Road 
Wayne, MI 48184 
(W) 313/467-1575 

6700 Browns Lake Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
(W) 517 /743-3471 

Changing Paradigms of a 
Secondary Reading/English Teacher 

(continued from page 30) 

students who really worked and 
advanced at least two or more levels in 
one year. Many students went from low 
average in my ninth grade General 
English to American Literature in the 
tenth grade. I followed their progress 
and discovered that they did well. One 
low-average student graduated with 
top honors in her senior year. At last I 
really had found a way to help students 
to become independent learners. 

Many of my students have 
experienced success like the ones that l 
have described. As I reflect on and 
evaluate these past years, I can count 
many triumphs, but I also have serious 
concerns. I have found the reading 
strategies to be effective. Why have I 
not reached more students? There arc 
many factors that contribute to this 
dilemma. It takes at least eight month-; 
of working with these strategies, 011t..' 

hour a day, for students to use them 
with ease. Many times students USL' 

specific strategies only in the class in 
which the strategies are taught. There is 

no transfer of these strategies to other 
content areas. If strategies were part of 
the students' educational experiences 
within the school environment, I believe 
that the transfer would be made. 
Teachers need encouragement and 
support in implementing new research 
in their classes. If we want to provide 
the best instruction possible for our 
youth, the paradigms of school and 
society must change. My slow, 
evolutionary process developed over 
time with much soul-searching and 
hcud work. I am now ready and 
confident to accept the challenges that 
are required to help our young people 
be thinking, reading, writing, and 
problem-solving adults in this 
informational age in the United States. 
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