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FROM THE EDITOR
Dr. Harold Korbal

Probably one of the first puzzles most of
us knew was the one that asks, ''What is black
and white and read all over?" It was with
supreme satisfaction that we told the answer:
''The Newspaper.'' Yet it is true that most of us
start our day with a look at the newspaper,
probably the most commonly found reading
matter in the home.
Children watch their parents peruse the
newspaper everyday. Why not use this
"grown up" act in our classrooms? This issue
of the journal gives suggestions for doing just
that. I recall a colleague saying in all
seriousness that he could teach reading,
social studies and other language arts using
the newspaper every day. It is fresh, up-todate, on everyone's Ii ps and easily
obtainable.
Most members of MRA know that we have
a committee on Newspapers in Education
(NIE). Carolyn Jane Blough is the
Coordinator. The announcement of the
annual conference to take place in January
has been shared with our membership. In a
way this issue of the journal is a kick off for the
conference.
Sharon Zumberg, a member of NIE and
employed by the Free Press should get a great
deal of credit for encouraging the authors
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represented here. It was she who contacted
them, and you can read the results.
The fit between content reading and the
newspaper is amply reported in several
articles. Children read those things that
interest them and are important to them.
Newspapers have something for everyone.
Few people read them from cover to cover,
but most readers find something of
importance to them and read it. We as
educators can use the paper as a motivating
device or as a culmination on a topic, idea or
unit.
Included in our authors are newspaper
people, admitiistrators and teachers. All
agree that newspapers in the classroom can
be a valuable resource.
To round out this issue we have included
an article by Dr. Edward Watson dealing
with helping students develop better thinking
skills through reading instruction. Dr. Lynda
Markham helps us to realize that having
children copy others' text is not sufficient for
encouraging young children to be writers of
meaningful text.
Enjoy these writings and let me wish you
happy holidays. I look forward to hearing
from you.
How about a trip to London, get
graduate credit from Michigan State
University and attend the IRA World
Congress? Dr. Sheila Fitzgerald and Dr.
Patricia Cianciola are faculty members
sponsoring this opportunity. Interested?
Write or call Graduate Educations Overseas
Program, Lifelong Education Program, 8
Kellogg Center, Michigan State University.

Michigan Reading Association
Announcement of
Seed Money Grants
for Reading Research
1985-86 Competition
The MRA Research Grant Program was established by the Committee for
Research to encourage promising research in reading. Small grants
(maximum of $250) will be awarded to researchers and practitioners who
are beginning a new project or line of research which may not be funded
through more traditional funding sources. Projects should be completed
within fifteen months, with a final report submitted to both the MRA
Research Committee and the Michigan Reading Journal. Research may
be conducted using any of a variety of methodologies, but the research
must be related to furthering our understanding of the reading process or
instructional issues in reading. Activities such as developing new curricula
are not eligible for funding, except to the extent that new materials are
necessary for conducting a specific research study.

Eligibility: All applicants must be current members of the Michigan
Reading Association.
Deadline: Proposals must be postmarked by February 15, 1986. Grants
will be announced in both the MRA Newsletter and Journal.
Recognition of grant recipients will be given at the March,
1986, MRA Annual Meeting.
Address Requests for Applications and Guidelines to:

Research Committee:
Michigan Reading Association Small Grants ·competition
c/o Eileen M. Carr
OR
Department of Teach er Education
Eastern Michigan University
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197
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Karen K. Wixson
School of Education
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

