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ANNOUNCING MRA's TEACHER OF THE ISSUE

Nancy S. Alexander
Oscoda Area School District

Nancy Alexander has a constant desire
to make school a better place for children.
Her efforts in identifying how each of her
student learns, and then matching the
reading materials to each child’s style
are exceptional. When she then adds her
own teaching style, she is truly practicing
the theory that children learn differently
and, in turn, should be taught differently.
Her teaching style is one of methodical
reinforcement of reading skills, with a
strong emphasis on language experience
activities. Her concern is that of the stu-
dent understanding, not of completing a
particular book.

Nancy feels it critical to have parents
involved in their child’s learning. Her
parent involvement begins in early August
of each year when she personally visits
each home of her new class to meet and
talk with the parents and children. This
effort continues throughout the year, by
having the children present plays, write
books, and read stories for parents. A
parent tea is included during the year
Parents have the choice of having sched-

uled parent conferences at school or in
their homes, during the day or in the
evenings. Grandparent Day is also a big
success. All of these activities, as well as
her teaching activities, are kept in front
of parents each Friday, when they receive
the informal and personal “News Notes
from Nancy”.

In the areas of professional involve-
ment and growth, Nancy has been ex-
tremely active. She has served as Presi-
dent of the newly formed losco Reading
Council for the past two years. The Coun-
cil’s membership has increased from ap-
proximately 25 to nearly 100 during her
tenure. She has attended numerous MRA
workshops for council presidents, as well
as numerous MRA Board meetings. Also,
she has found time to take two graduate
classes during the past year.

In summary, I would like to say that
Nancy Alexander practices her belief that
with a lot of hard work and dedication,
we can become better at our job of teach-
ing children.
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The Michigan Reading Journal is published by The
Michigan Reading Association, an intermediate council
of The International Reading Association. Our journal,
dedicated to the dissemination of information to
improve the teaching of reading, presents articles on a
wide spectrum of topics and issues in reading,
language arts, and literature, preschool through adult
levels. Published tri-annually, Fall, Winter, and Spring,
the journal incorporates articles which address both
theory and practice. Single Copy $1.75

We welcome your contributions. All manuscripts
should be typed, double-spaced, submitted in dupli-
cate and should not exceed ten double-spaced pages.
Material for publication should be sent to Dr. Peter
Sanders, 255 College of Education, Wayne State
University, Detroit, MI 48202.

Membership in The Michigan Reading Association
includes a subscription to this journal. Applications
for membership may be obtained from Betty Anne
Rowlands, Treasurer, P.O. Box 7509, Grand Rapids,
Michigan 49510.

The viewpoints expressed in this journal are those of
the authors and do not necessarily represent the
opinions of the Executive or Editorial Boards of MRA.

Copyright 1977 by The Michigan Reading Association.
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