
rom hand weaving to interactive media and surfing the 'Net, Diane
Zoellmer has crafted her passion for computers into a classroom learn-
ing extr^vaganza.

It has been rewarding both personally and professionally for the 43-year-
old Zoellmer, who was named the 1997 MACUL Outstanding Technology-
Usine K-12 Classroom Teacher.

ZoelTmer, who teaches fourth grade at McX4illan Elementary in the
Muskeson Reeths Puffer school district, received a hand-held Newton com-
put.r #d a plaque from MACUL that acknowledges her as the state's top
technology-using classroom teacher.

"I know it sounds clichdd. but it is trulv an honor to receive an award like
that," Zoelimer said after receiving the honor last spring.

MACUL (Michigan Association for Computer Users in Learning) is
based in Wesdand, Mich., and is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. The
organization's membership is more than 5,000 strong. Its focus is to promote,
teach and enhance the use ofcomputer technology in the classroom through
seminars, support, user groups and other related activities for its members.

The Outstanding Technology Award - which is also presented annually
to one person in higher education - is
based on the criteria of onet imoact on sru-
dents, efforts to advance a school district's
use of technology, involving the communi-
ty in the initiative of the district, improving
the qualiw of education and continual
efforti toward expanding professional
exDertise.- 

"We're very oroud of what shet done
for our disirict and our students,"
McMillan Elementary principal Frank
Lundell said.

Zoellmer became a member of
MACUL several years ago as a "valuable
way to aftain knowledge," she said. "Itt
nice when you dont have to teach yourself"

Zoellmer enjoys hand weaving while
she is away from school-related activities
and initially began using the computer as
an enhancement vehicle for her oatterns.
She is now regularly integrating tichnolo-
gy with the education process for her fourth-grade classroom at McMillan
Elementary.

"My hobby introduced me to computers," ZoelTmer said. "Somebody
introduced me to a program for the computer that would allow me to program
my threading patterns to see what they would look like without going through
all the work of threadinE it first."

And like a loom con-necting an afghan, Zoellmer was hooked. She began
to find more and more applications for her computer. She started to read lit-
erature and learned about programming and software.

About the same time (circa 1985), computers were being introduced to the
business classes at Reeths Puffer High School where she was teaching. She
began to infuse the use ofthe technology in a couple ofher classes, and it took
offfrom there.

"I was a greenhorn at the time," ZoelTmer recalls. "I used it primarily as a
teaching tool, but I was also coaching track and learned quickly that I could
do all my track stats - which could be kind of alarming at times - on the
computer by aranging and sorting them all right at my fingertips."

The track coach was off and runnins with the information ase.
Zoelfmer also wrote - and was awarded - a grant for Classrooms of

Tomorow. She immediately began integrating the available technology in all
of her classes. Zoellrner claims a comDuter can be used in one form or anoth-
er in every area - covering all subjects - ofeducation.

"At the high school level, definitely every class and every subject could use
it," she said. "Even in physical education, for instance, you could do a whole
unit on nutrition or even teachine someone how to throw a ball.

'At the elementary level, you?e limited only by the teacher's inhibitions."
Zoellmer received her undergraduate degree from Grand Yalley in 1976.

She earned an M.Ed. in Educational Technolosy from GVSU in 7994 and a

Library Science Endorsement in 1996. She said she had some encouraging
influences along the way.

"I would not even be in teaching without Al Ten Eyck," Zoellmer said of
the longtime GVSU professor and former dean. "He saw me in the first sum-
mer I was at Grand Valley and he saw my passion for teaching and he believed
in me from day one. The support and guidance I received from him was very
encouraSlng.

After teaching at the high school level at Reeths Puffer for eight years,
Zoellmer said she needed a different gpe ofchallenge. In 1990, a fourth-grade
teaching position opened up and she took it. It was at that time she set out to
earn her mastert degree in EducationalTechnology from GVSU in a program
now headed by Professor Sherrill Pryor, who was also instrumental in
Zoellmer earning her l-ibrary science endorsement.

"Once I decided to go for my master's, I really wanted to integrate tech-
nology in my classroom," Zoellmer said. "Since that time, it has become more
and more a part of my everyday teaching."

Zoellmer encourages her students to create hJpermedia projects, which are
multi-media presentations that require different uses of the computer to pro-

duce a variety of sources for projects,
including art, still photographs, moving
photographs, sound and wrirten words.

"I think about how I can do things on
the computer and blend them in with my
regular teaching methods," she said. "The
reception ofthe kids to using the technol-
ogy snowballs, and the whole thing makes
you want to use it more.

"You want to use different approaches
to teaching and multiple intelligences. It
reinforces using a computer to teach,
rather than just teaching the lecture mes-
sage."

Accessing theWorldWideWeb is also
an integral part of Zoellmer's teaching
experience. Zoellmer predicts that the
Internet will eventually become as valuable
ofa classroom resource as the dictionary.

"The Internet is an incredible
resource for teachers and students,"

ZoelTmer said. "It can open up the world for them. They can communicate,
use it for research or use it as a means for publishing. Students are much
more likely to edit and re-edit a piece of their own work when they realize
that someone else other than the teacher is likely to be viewing it."

The difficulties in providing an abundance ofcomputer technology in
the K-12 classroom setting are twofold: the financial issues and the rapid
change in technology.

'Just when I think I've learned something, they come out with an
upgrade and I have to learn new tricks," ZoelTmer said. "The day you buy a
computer and open the box, itt almost obsolete.

"I think some schools are afraid to make that investment because tech-
nology changes so rapidly. It takes training and people to run it. You cant
just make an initial investment and let it sit there. You have to continue to
provide training, software upgrades and maintenance. It's not just a one-
shot deal."

ZoelTmer also has tausht some introductory computer courses at GVSU; -as an adjunct professor ofEducational Technology.
"The biggest difference when comparing teaching technology to an ele-

mentary student and an adult student, is that the elementary students arent
afraid of it," ZoelTmer said. "They have no pre-conceived notions and are
much more receptive to using it."

Zoelmer continues to enjoy her hand weaving, along with her other
hobbies of overseas travel and photography. All are linked in one way or
another to her passion for computers, which continues to grow with each
new bit - and byte - oftechnology.

"With my interest in technology, I'm never going to get bored because
theret always something tobelearned," Zoellmer said. "And then after that,
there's always ,o-.on.-to teach it to." 'O

Diane Zoellmer ztsorfrs uith students at McMillan Elernentary.
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