
Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholnt. discusses her 'Great Start' program uith

Jim Sandy during a recent Tou:n Hall Meeting hosted by WGW.

l\ [ichigan GovernorJennifer Granholm wants to get the word out about
IYIthe importance of Early Childhood Education, and Grand Valley
State University recendy served as a platform to promote that message.

Granholm participated with education and business experts in an Oct.
14 Town Hall Meeting hosted by public television station WGVu at
GVSU's Eberhard Center. Itwas taDed in front of an audience of educators,
parents, teachets, social service providers and communiry business leaders.

"Education begins at age 0 - not age 5 - and it's a year-round endeav-
or," Granholm told the audience.

Granholm promoted her "Great Start" program 
^nd 

eaily childhood
'Ready Kit" education packets that are being distributed throughout the
state. The kits provide instruction on early brain development, while pro-
viding helpfirl parenting tips.

"We want to get the word out on early childhood development," the
Governor said. "Nearlv 80 Dercent ofa brain is develooed before a child can
tie shoes.

'TVe have created inside of the state government a Children's Action

if,1g:rk:"a 
we need to partner with Intermediate School Districts and

"It is up to us as a society - even when budget times are tough - to pro-
mote these selvices."

Among the panelists leading discussions on the set was School of
Education professor Dr. Julie Chlebo, who participated in a segment with

Joan Lessen-Firestone of the Oakland Public School District and Deb
VanderMolen, director of Kent Regional 4-CDtycare.

"Parents so often want the very best for their children, but they too often
equate it with things of monetary value," Chlebo said. "Simple things -
such as measuring cups, spoons, boxes and bowls - are just as important to
share with because they create open-ended thinking. With toys, the play is
usualiy directed by the toy."

Chlebo also stressed the importance of reading to young children -
especially nursery rhymes - for at least a halfhour a day.

The Town Hall Meeting was hosted by WGVU's Fred Martino.
Additional panelists included Jim Sandy, executive director of Michigan
Business Leaders for Educational Excellence, Nkechy Ezeh of Aquinas
College, Dan Hodgins of Mott Community College and MarkTo-pkins,
principal ofWealthy Elementary School in Grand Rapids.

GVSU Professor Touts The Benefits Of Early Ghildhood Education
Is Early Childhood Education the next new

frontier for educators?
Dr. Julie Chlebo hopes so. The School of

Education professor and expert on early brain
development wants to change perceptions and
emphasize the importance of Early Childhood
Education for pre-kindergarten aged children.

"Those of us in Early Childhood know the
importance of early intervention," Chlebo said.
"We're hoping it is a new frontier for us."

In 1963, President Lyndon B. Johnson initi-
ated the Head Start program to help foster edu-
cation and knowledge for daycarc providers.
Those providers can have a profound effect on a
child's readiness for school, according to
Chlebo.

"Early Childhood is often equated with
babysitting," Chlebo said. "There needs to be a
societal change toward young children and about
the worth and value of programs and people in
early childhood education.

"I thought it was good when Governor
Granholm talked about having a revolutionary
thought about the importance of Early
Childhood Education."

Daycare providers are required to obtain 12

Julie Chlebo, left, ?re?ares to ?articipate in a teleaised
Toun Hall Meeting aired on WGW in Octobex

credits of early childhood or child development
classes, or a CDA in child development. Head
Start is considering requiring those providers to
become certified teachers, as well.

"Our contention is that even daycare
providers must have the knowledge to take care
and foster learning ofthe children in their care,"

Chlebo said. "It doesn't necessarily mean you
need a four-year degree, but we need to work
with people in the fieid and help them grow.

"What we're hoping right now is that many
daycare centers in Michigan will begin to read
and incorporate some Early Childhood educa-
tion plans."

GVSU offers a master's degree in Early
Childhood Education, as well as an Early
Childhood endorsement to olace on the elemen-
tary teaching certification. At the undergraduate
level, programs are incorporated into Special
Education studies with Early Childhood Devel-
opmental Delay endorsements.

Chlebo directs workshoos for school districts
in Early Childhood Development, and has also
worked with daycare programs in Grand Rapids
regarding curriculum and the importance of
reading to children on a regular basis.

Chlebo said that even those who cannot
afford to put their children into daycare centers
can provide a Great Start by reading to them on
a rezular basis.

tt's not like you have to put your child in a

#T:n*t 
to help give them a Great Start," she

EALL 2003 

H 

Grand Yalley state (Inioersity scbool of Educarton


