
Adoption Starts At Home In Allendale
fhe School of Education! Adopt-A-Distr ict
I is about to complete its first year at Ailendale

Public Schools.
The goal of the program for the School of

Education is to oartner with one district for one
academic yeat and provide non-monetary assis-
tance in order to help that district meet its goals.

For this yeart program, Allendale Schools
requested assistance toward improving differenti-
ation in the classroom. In order to meet that
need, GVSU students were asked to volunteer
rwo or more hours a week assistine in the district.
The volunteers heloed the district increase its
ability to meet tht learning needs of srudents
through small group settings. In turn, the volun-
teers gained classroom experience before they
aoolied to the School ofEducation.

GVSU srudents volunteered their time assist-
ine teacheis and Allendale students. The School
oiEducation's faculty aiso volunteered services
working with Allendale faculty through differen-
tiation workshops.

Professors Jacqueline Meline, Doug Busman
and Liz Marsulus created differentiation work-
shops which oflered professional development to
the Allendale staff Through the workshops,
Allendale faculry members were able to collect
management strategies that will help them
implement and assess differentiation instruction

in their classrooms.
GVSU students were given the opportunity

to choose which grade level (K-12) and subject
matter they were most interested in assisting
with. They provided hands-on expertise and
assistance implementing various educational pro-
gfams.

"The Adopt-A-District program is another
way for the School of Education to be an active
participant in the communiry" said Amy Moore,
who coordinates the program through the School
of Educations Community Outreach Office.
"We are pleasantly surprised to see the large
numbers of students and faculty who are willing
to volunteer to come out and heip."

Teachers in the district were asked to com-
plete a Differentiation Inventory in an effort to
evaluate the progress of the program and the
benefits to the students.

The School of Education, meanwhile, will
conduct its own Differentiation Inventory at the
end of the semester and the results from both
surveys will be compared for the planning and
imolementation of future endeavors.-Adopt-A-District 

is a service provided by the
School oftrducation and is driven by the needs of
the school district being assisted. The program
provides expertise, volunteerism and service-
learning projects by the School of Education fac-

Ado?t-A-D;str;ct r.tolunteer Marl Delger assists
Al/endale Elementary student Jake Clairmant with
his studies.

u1ry staffand students.
Proposals for perspective 2004-2005 Adopt-

A-District schools are being mailed out to dis-
tricts in Kent, Muskegon and Ottawa counties in
May. The proposals will be reviewed over the
summer and the "adopted" school will be notified
in August.

Schools interested in "applying for adoption"
may submit a typed proposal outlining the dis-
trict's specific needs and how the GVSU School
of Education could assist them in meeting those
needs. A signed letter of administrative support
must accompany the proposal, which should not
exceed five qped pages in length.

r- l l
\-.olleaql:|]es<)
Published byThe School of Education
Grand Valley State Universiry
101 Eberhard Center
Grand Raoids. MI 49504
Phone: 616.331.6650
Fax: 6I6.337.62f7

Project Coordinator: Don VanderVeen
Editors: Clay Pelon, Cynthia Mader
Layout and Design: Ke1ly J. Nugent
Photography: Don VanderVeen, Marla Chapin, Staff

School of Education Leadership Team
Elaine C. Collins. Ph.D.. Dean
David Bair, Ph.D., Unit Chairperson for Foundations &Technology
Barbara Fournier, Director of Administrative Services
Linda D. McCrea, Ed.D., Unit Chairperson of Curriculum & Instruction
Jacquelyn Melin, Director of Student Information & Services Center
John Shinslgr, Ph.D., Unit Chairperson of Leadership & Human Services
Claudia Sowa Wojciakowski, Ph.D., Director of Community Outreach
Cynthia Mader, Ph.D., Accreditation Director


